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PREFACE. 



xVlthodoh the Bale of an AJUdon unusually large, and the demand for 
a new one, may not affi>rd any proof of the meiits of a ivork, they furnish at 
least a fair conclusion that the public is not indi&rent to the street of it. 
AfnoL, indeed, independent of its bdng the source from whence a very 
conuderable portion of European knowledge had its origin, has lately ex> 
dted a mwe general and lively interest, since the condition of its ill-£ued 
inhabitants has engaged the attention and the sympathy of dieur fellow- 
creatures on another and more luq>py continent. To those who have so 
laudably exerted themselves in the cause of suffering humanity it must af- 
ford no inconsiderable degree of pleasure to find that, in the southern parts 
oi this country, there are still to be met with hordes of natives, who, though 
suffering unmerited ill usage, have yet escaped the horrors of slavery. 
Afiica is interesting in another point of view. Though known anciently, 
it is still known but imperfectly ; so that the old Greek maxim, adopted 
in alter-ages by the Romans, is equally applicable at the present day as it 
was two thousand years ago, Africa temper aliquid novi offert. Africa 
never fiuls to present something new to the inquisitive traveller. It might 
have been expected, however, from the length of time that the Dutch have 
had possesnoQ of the southern extremity of this quarter of the continent, 
that not only their extensive colony would have been accurately described, 
but that a competent knowledge would have been obtained of the manners, 
customs, and conditions of the surrounding tribes of aboriginal inha- 
bitants. This, however, is far from being the case. Numerous as the 
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accounts of this colony are> which have been published at various times 
and in various languages, I may safely venture to say that, taken indi- 
vidually or collectively, they do not afford such satisfactory information ai 
would enable the most diligent inquirer after truth to form a just estimate 
of the Cape Colony as a settlement, much less of the real character and 
condition of the native inhabitants dwelling beyond its limits. Had any 
such account been in existence, I should not have obtruded the present 
work upon the public ; but without being apprehensive of incurring the 
charge of arrogating to myself any superior knowledge beyond what local 
experience acquired from extensive travelling, and the opportunities of col- 
lecting information which my public situation in the colony enabled me to 
do ; and, -at the same time, without derogating from the merits of other 
writers, I snay venture to observe that few persons in this country are in* 
formed how far the Cape of Good Hope may or may not be considerei as 
an important settlement to Great Britun. This want of information, too 
apparent both when the colony surrendered to a British force and when it 
was ceded to the Dutch at the peace of Amiens, can be attributed only to 
the imperfect and partial accounts that have hitherto been published, which 
may also, in some measure, explain the jarring and contradictory OfdnioDS 
that have been held with regard to its importance, whether as a point of 
security connected with our Indian trade and settlements, or as a territorial 
acquisition. This remarkable promontory, the doubling of which formed 
a new jera in the annals of navigation, and on that account alone ought to 
be well known, has been very variously represented. Whilst some of our 
public orators have held it out as a terrestrial paradise, where nature spon- 
taneously yielded all that was necessary, not only for the supply of the or- 
dinary wants and conveniencies, but also of the luxuries and superfluities 
of lite, and some have surrounded it with deserts of thirty miles in extent } 
others have described it as an useless and barren peninsular promontory, 
connected by a sandy isthmus to-a still more useless and barren continent. 

In the instance of the Cape, as in most other cases, we may, probably, 
discover the truth to lie in the middle. It offers nothing very peculiar, 
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rilher in the productive quality of the soil, or in its Bterility. Where there 
is moisture the warmth of the climate promotes vegetation, without the pre- 
paration of an artificial soil by the aid of composts or manures ; hence, one 
crop of grain in the year may be procured ft'om the shallowest soil and even 
in sheer sand. But, unfortunately for the country, in the hottest months 
of the year, from the beginning of December to the end of March, and 
sometimes to the middle of April, there scarcely £tlls a single shower of 
nun. In these months, the verdure totally disappears ; and the whole sur- 
iiace of the country presents to the eye dther large tracts of white sand 
dotted with shrivelled heaths and other shrubs, struggling as it were to 
m^tain the living principle, or regions covered with that brown sickly hue 
in which an angry poet, with more wit than justice, has dressed the surface 
of that part of our island to the northward of the Tweed : 

" Far u the eye could reacb no tree w« »eeii, 
" Eanh clad in nnset, scorn'd the lively green." 

To persons arriving from a long sea voyage, and immediately meeting 
with most of the European, and some of the tropical, fruits, the Cape must, 
no doubt, appear a most delightful spot ^ and such persons, making a short 
stay, and loaded with refreshments for the succeeding part of their voyage, 
are apt to extol and to exaggerate the pleasantness and the value of the 
country. Botanists, also, and florists, are so taken up with the beauty 
and vast variety of flowering, shrubs and bulbous rooted plants, that they 
are apt to overlook the sandy surface out of which they grow, entirely bare 
of any kind of grass, and destitute of that verdant turf which is so distin- 
guishing a feature of our happy island. Beautiful as the heaths of the 
Cape most unquestionably are, yet those who have been accustomed to 
look at them nurtured in the green-houses of England, where all or most 
of the numerous species, and variety of the species, are collected into one 
groupe, and arranged so as to convey the most striking effect, would be 
greatly disappointed if they expected to meet with them, in the same state 
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of perfection, in their native soil. They would here bdiold vhole tracts o£ 
country covered, in the same manner at our heath lands, with one or two 
species within a certun tract, Mattered and jagged by the ibrce of the 
winds, shrivelled by the droughf, or stubbed by the cattle. Even in tl» 
boggy grounds, where they grow to a size of which no idea can be formed 
from seeing the same spedes in England, they tre neither so degant in their 
habit, nor flower so freely, as in thdr cultivated state. 

Among the principal authors, who have funushed information on Ac 
subject of the Cape, may be reckoned Tacbard, Merklitt^ and Yakntyn, 
none of whom, however, were a day's journey from the town, and mutt, 
consequemly, have drawn up their relations from what they could collect 
from the inhabitants, or written documents out of the offices ; the former 
has rarely been found to be correct, and the latter as rarely to be important 
or interesting. The same remark will nearly apply to the work of Kolbe^ 
who, although professedly sent out in the character of a naturalist, has de- 
scribed subjects that he never saw ; retailed idle stories of the peasantry 
that betray his great creduHty and imbecility of titind ; and filled tus book 
with reladons that are calcubted to mislead rather than inform. The Atbe 
de la Cailie had little opportunity of collecting general information, being 
principally engaged in the arduous undertaking of measuring a base line, 
of thirty-eight thousand dght hundred and two feet, in order to determine 
the length of a degree on the meridian ; and in ascertaining the situations 
of the principal fixed stars in the southern hemisphere. His account of the 
Cape is, therefore, partial and imperfect. Sparrmantty the Swede, was the 
next in succession, and, by his indefatigable labors, supplied a very exten- 
sive and satisfactory account of the natural productions, especially in the 
animal kingdom, of those parts of the settlement over which he travelled ; 
but he was credulous enough to repeat many of the absurd stories told of 
the Hottentots by his predecessor Kolbe, with the addition of others col- 
lected from the ignorant boors. His map is also so miserably defective, 
and so incorrect in every part, that he must certainly have constructed it 
7 
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in hit closet from recollecdon, othervrise erron of two and even three tnin- 
dred milet in latitude, as we shall presently aee, coutd not have happened. 
Tbunbtrg^ another Swede* travelled a great deal within the limits of the 
colimy, and made many valuable additions to the discoveries oiSfarrmana in 
the namral history of the country ; and although be describes, in an aitles 
manner, objects as chey presented themselves before him, and touches on a 
variety of subjects, yet his book, being made up of a collection of incom- 
plete and unconnected paragraphs whose juxta-position are sometimes 
uriiimueal enough, conveys neitber accurate topogra}^y flor eveft a general 
idea, of the colony. 

The wcn-k of our countryman. Mr. (now lieutenant-colonel) Patter' 
tm is a.mere journal of occurrences, with descriptions of a few subjects 
in natural history, some of wliich, at that time, were new ; but the informa- 
tion k contains, inth regard to the extent and population of the colony, 
the character of the settlers and of the natives, is very slight } and he has 
rqx^dished the very de&ctive map of Sparrmamn* 

There are, also, two modem publications of travels made by Dutchmen. 
The one is by Ho^t "^^^ attended an expedition that was sent from the 
Cape to the nwtbward, m search of a nation that were reported to wear 
Unen doatbing. This expedition made very little progress, on account of 
the want of water, and the failure of their cattle. The nation, in all pro- 
bability, was the Portogueze coloay on the sonthem part of Angola ; or, 
perhaps, some seamen bekxiging to a v^ler that bad touched at Amra 
Feqatna, a nnall bay in latibide afi" 36' south, might have been seen by 
the Damaras, or the Great Namaquas. The ether publication is a journal 
of Van Rttnea, who, with some of the Diuch peasantry, proceeded through 
Ae Kafier country, in search of the passengers and crew of the Grosvenor 
that ira» wredccd on tbc coast a little to the southward of De la Goa Bay. 
Ttus journal was pubHihed by Ci^tain Rmt in England, with the addition 
tS a map, conttntcted hom the materi^ contained in the journal, and dw 

VOL. I. a 
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information of a Dutch navigator. It is therefore hardly necessary to ob- 
serre, that, &om such datay it could not be othenrise than defectire in most 
of the essential points that ccmstitute the value of a sea-chart. A partial 
map of the colony by De la Rocbette has also been lately published, which 
is so far incorrect, even in the vicinity of the Cape, that the fow-and-twtnty 
rivers are made to flow in an opposite direction to that which is actually 
the case. 

In speaking of charts, it may not, perhaps, be considered unimportant 
to observe in this place, that the whole of the coast of South Africa, be- 
tween Algoa or Zwartkop's Bay, and that of De la Goa, stretches, in 
reality, much farther to the eastw^, (making the continent in this part 
much wider.) than it is laid down in any of the sea-charts that have hitherto 
been published ; by several degrees more easterly than some of them make 
it. To this circumstance may, probably, have been owing the loss of the 
Grosvenor Indiaman, and many other ships that have been wrecked on the 
Kaffer coast : and by it may be explained the reason why ships, coming 
from the north-eastward, almost invariably fall in with the land, to the 
northward of Algoa Bay, a fiHl d^ee or more before they make it by 
^eir observations or reckoning. Immediately beyond Algoa Bay the 
coast, in the charts. Is usually made to trend to the north-east, and even to 
the northward of this point, whereas, in reality, it runs only east-north.ea8t 
to the mouth of the Great F&h River, or Rio d'Infante, whose latitude at 
this place, by repeated observauons, I found to be 33" 35' south; and 
from hence to the mouth of the Keiskamma in the Eaffer country, the di- 
rection continues pretty nearly the same ; after which, and not befisre, the 
coast begins to trend more to the northward. At the mouth of this river 
I had ^Bo an observation for the latitude, which I found to be 33° 12' 
south. The latitude of the true Cape point is 34° 22' south ; so that, in 
the distance of about six hundred and fifty miles, the coast inclines to the 
northward no more than seventy miles fr6m the paralld of the true Cape 
of Good Hope, which is very hx from being the case in any of the sea or 
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land-charts I have ever seen. It may not be amiss to subjoin the difference 
in latitude of these eastern pwits, as they appear in some of the charts, 
and their real position as ascertained by repeated actual observations, which 
I bad the opportunity of making with a good sextant. 



Neptune Oriental 
Actual Observations 

Errors 

Captain Riou 

Actual Observations 



Spanmann 
Actual Observations 



Mr. Le Vaillant 
.Actual Observations 



Rio d'lo&ntj, or 
Gr«at Fiah River. 



32 O 

33 »* 



I 


12 


32 

33 


30 
12 


42' m 


38 
33 


12 
12 


S 





29 
33 


42 
12 



Zwartkop'a Bay. 



3« 5° 
33 =»5 



33 25 
33 25 



3° o 
33 25 



30 44 
33 25' 



3i 54 
33 56 



With regard to the last-mentioned gentleman, I should not have noticed 
his map had he not endeavoured to impress the world with an idea of the 
great pains that were taken in collecting the materials, and of the assist- 
ance he afterwards received, and the attention that was bestowed, in put- 
ting them together. And in order to add force, as he supposes, to the 
value of his observations, with a pretended zeal for the cause of humanity 
Cpretended because he knew that every Ime in his chart was false) he 
breaks out into the following apostrophe : — " Had my voyage been pro- 
** ductive of no other good than that of preventiti^ a tingle ihtpwreck 
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*' I should have applauded myidf duriag ray whole life for undenaldiig 
ti It •/* The fact is, he has done little more, in the eastern part of hit 
map, than copy from Sparraiann ; and the whole to the northward of 
Saint Helena Bay is a work of fancy. Two nutancec will be sufficient Co 
shew how very little he is to be trusted. He places Camdeboo, and the 
beginning of the Snowy Mountains, in the latitude of about 28° south, 
instead of 32° 15' south, an error of more than 290 English miles ! And 
he makes the Orange River descend from the northward, nearly parallel to 
die coast, which, in iact, takes its rise near the eastern coast, and ascends 
towards the nonh-west. Messrs Truter and Somerville, who, in the years 
1801 and 1802, penetrated farther into the interior of Southern Africa 
than wy Europeans had ever done before, calculated that they crossed this 
river in about ag" o' south, and between 23° and 24° east of Greenwich. 
I skirted its banks from 29° 40' to 30' 15' south, and between the longi- 
tudes of 25° 45' and 26° 30' east, which shews, as I said before, that its 
course is north-westerly. Monsieur Le VaiSant cannot be offended at my 
pointing out his mistakes, as he himsdf has observed, that " a traveUer 
" ought to conceal nothing that may lead to error in the sciences." Be* 
sides I feel myself called upon to answer a charge, preferred against me 
by MoTuiettt Grandpri^ the translator of the first volume of this work, 
that I have attempted to invalidate the truth cf Mtmieia- Le Vaillant'i 
travels, because ibey were from the pen of a Frencbman, I can very seriously 
assure Monsieur Grandpre, that he is mistaken ; that I consider the work 
of Monsieur Le Vaillant as replete with valuable matter, and ingenious ob- 
servations; but they are so jumbled together with fiction and romance, 
that none but those who have followed his steps can pretnul to separate 
the one from the other. It is of little imp>oitance to mankind to know 
what exquisite amusement Monsieur Le Vaillant could derive from caress- 
ing his favorite ape ; or to tell the world that ** Kees was still a virgin !*' 
It is sometimes allowable for a traveller to be " himself the hero of «ach 
** little tale i" but Monsieur Le Vullant is an hero on every occasion. 
To magnify his courage and his perseverance, to detail the prudence of bit 
measures, and to dcKribe m glowing tai^oage his sufferings, were sooth- 
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ing to idi vanity ; and, aa most rcadws know how to appreciate thera, tbe 
0orid detcripdojis of bis compiler can do little harm j but when he en- 
deavours to mislead the world on subjects that are important, and to im- 
press fidse notioiu of the people and the country he pretends to delineate, 
be lays himielf open to censure, and ought, in justice to tJae public, to be 
exposed. 

With n^^rd to his not having crossed the Orange Siver, I consider the 
information of his best friends, the Shbert femily, to be decisive : " he 
" left Zwartland in July, travelled to ihe Orange River, and returned ui 
*' the beguwing of the following December." I may surely then be al- 
lowed to pnttoance this part of bis chart as a work pf £u)cy, and hts Kora- 
quatt Kabobiquatf and Hoosuanas, as " creatures of the brain." By the 
lirst he probably meant the Ksras, a tribe of Hpttentotj dwelling on the 
banks of the said river, considerably higher than the place where he visited 
it ; and of whom be might have obtained some account -fi-DiB the Namaa- 
qnas ; and his Hotuuatuu might, perhajw, be intended ^ the Botfbivnat^ 
whom the two above-mmtbn^ gentl^sen visited w th^ travels j instead, 
however, of the J%my Hottentots, which the first are rq>rese»tod to be, 
the latter were ftmnd to be a taH athJetic race of K^prs. These gende- 
men, on comparing Momievr Le VaUiar^'i book with the country, and the 
natives beycnd the Orvige River, were deddedly of opinion that, so i^t 
Siaai advancing jto the Tropic, he had never cross^ the said river. But 
enough of Motuifur Le Vaillant. As to a work lately published under the 
name of Dambergher, it would be . an insult to the understanding of the 
public, to suppose that so gross and clumsy an impositioo could for a mo- 
ment pass detection. 

- Having thus noticed some of the defects and omissions in the works of 
the most etteemed authors who have written on the Cape, I shall beg leave 
to say a word with respect to the manner in which the general chart, in the 
second volume of the present work, was constructed. 
7 
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The geographical knowledge of the colony being so very imperfect, and 
only tuo partial maps in existence that could at all be depended on ; one, 
that of De la Rocbette already noticed ; the other, a survey on a very lar^e 
scale, having all the farms marked down from ZweUendam to Algoa Bay, 
and from the first chain of mountains to the sea-coast, comprehending, 
however, only a small portion of ZweUendam, Lord Macartney, in the 
instructions I had the honor to receive from him, enjoined me to pay a 
particular attention to this important subject. I furnished myself, accord- 
ingly, -mxh a sexant of six inches radius, by Ramsden ; an artificial hori- 
zon J a good pxKket chronometer ; a pocket compass ; and a measuring 
chain. Having been able, in the course of a fiew days, to ascertain pretty 
nearly the usual rate of travelling with waggons drawn by oxen, I care- 
fully noted down the time employed from one halting place to anodier, 
with the direction of the road, as pointed out by the compass. 

The uniform pace of the oxen, the level surface of the great Karroo or 
desert, and the straightness of the road, were data that might alone have 
supplied a sketch of tolerable exactness ; but, in order to ascertain any little 
deviation that might have been made, dther to the northward or the south- 
ward, a meridional altitude of the Sun was regularly taken every day, the 
constant clearness of the weather bong favorable for such observations. 
A series of latitudes thus obtained, at intervals of about twenty miles of 
distance, supplied a correctmn by which the route might be reduced to a 
great degree of certainty. 

The stations or resting-pUces of each day b«ng verified by these means, 
I then took the bearings, and made intersections, of any remarkable point 
in the distant mountains, as long as it could be seen, for the purpose pf 
determining its position upon the chart. The uninterrupted tines, in whiqh 
the chains of mountains generally run on the south part of the continent 
of Africa, are particularly favorable for laying down a sketch of the coun- 
try, without going through the detail of a regular survey. 
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Having proceeded, io this manner, to mark down the route and ttie 
chains of mountains on each side of it, as far as the drosd^ of Graaf Rey- 
net, and fi^m thence to the rea-coast at Algoa Bay, I here joined Lieu* 
toiant Rice of the navy, an able and intelligent navigator, who had been 
sent in His Majesty's brig the Hope, under the instructions of Rear-Admiral 
Pringle, to make a survey of this bay, and of the coast and bays from hence 
to the Cape. Here we made repeated observations for the latitude, but 
had no opportunity, during our stay, of taking the angular distance of 
the Sun and Moon, in order to determine the longitude. I therefore re- 
tained the longitude arising &om the data I procured in the manner already 
mentioned, although it differed a tittle from Mr. Rice's, bang about a 
degree more easterly. YHs longitude was the result of the log-reckoning ; 
but as the currents that, at all s^sons of the year, are found to set in one 
direction or another upon the Bank of L'Aguillas, render the log-reckoning 
very uncertain ; and, as the result of observations, afterwards made, gave 
about the mean longitude between ours, it did not appear important to 
make any change in the chart. I was moreover induced to retain the lon- 
gitude, brought out by computation of the distance and direction travelled, 
on perceiving that it differed not half a degree with that of Algoa Bay, 
as laid down in the excellent chart of the Bank of L'Aguillas, published 
by Major Rennelt 

I have little to observe with regard to the alterations and the additions 
which will be fbwid in this new edition. The most material is perhaps 
the illustration afforded by a few prints from sketches for which T am in- 
debted to my Mend Mr. S. Daniell, whose elegant work on African scenery 
and animals, just ready for publication, will be highly grati^ing to the 
lovers of the arts and of faithful representation. In the arrangement 
of the materials I have made some little change, and rqected some 
superfluous matter and repetitions which were unavoidable in the former 
volumes, on account of their having been pubUshed at different times. 
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I. am sensible of fhe many imperiecfknis under which they adll labor, but 
fh« vant (^ time would aot permit me to Knder diem less conipicoous. 
Their chief meric is fideliiy, and on tlu< ground only I submit them wiA 
ccnfidence fo rhe public. 
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TRAVELS 



SOUTHERN AFRICA, 



CHAP. L 

Skeicbet made en a Journey fnm the Gape of Good Ho^, across the Karrot, 
■or Arid Desert ^ to the Dnady of Craaf Rejnet, 

On tte 4tli of May 1797, tbe Earl of Macartney arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope to take charge of the govern- 
ment of this hnportant settlement. To obtain information of 
the state of the country, and the disposition of the Colonistii 
under their new masters, were the first objects of his 
lordship's attention ; but the result of his inquiries was un- 
certain, and c(Mitradictory. Equally vague, and at variance 
with each other on the most important points, were the nume- 
rous accounts that had been published. By the labours of 
two Swedish travellers, the natural history of the country was 
tolerably well ascertained, but we were still kept in ignorance 
with regard to those subjects that were connected with the 
political importance of the settlement. There was not, for 
instance, a surrey of a single bay whose accuracy could be 

vox,, 1. B 



d by Google 



a TRAVELS IN 

depended on, except one of Table Bay, made by order of 
governor Van de Graaf ; not a single map that took in one 
tenth part of the colopy. Neither the direction nor the distance 
of Graaf Reynet were known to any of the inhabitants. It 
-was called a month's journey, or so many hundred hours, with 
an ox waggon ; but whether jt was five hundred or a thousand 
miles was uncertain. That enlightened officer Sir James Craig 
roughly calculated it at eight hundred miles ; which w three 
hundred miles more than it actually is. He observed that he 
once had received a dispatch from thence in sixteen da3'S, but 
that the journey had been done in thirteen. Before we ceded 
the Cape,the English officers and English dragoons performed 
the journey in seven days, and sometimes in six; seldom 
using more than two horses lAjwa the road. It was ^retends4 
that the three country ^istrict^ could raise a militia of cavalry 
to the amount of from fifte^i to twenty thousand men ; where- 
as the fact is, there are little more thap twenty thoqsam) wljitf 
inhabitants', men, women, and chi)di:ei), in the whole settlp- 
pient. ■ The country was supposed to be so productive of 
grain, that a cargo of wheat was sent to England out pf th^ 
quantity found in store at the capture ; the following year there 
was a famine ; and a very serious scarcity twice occurred du^ 
ring the short period we held possession of it. 

To collect more accurate informaUoji, therefore, concerning 
the distant parts of the Colony, and the nations bordering 
upon it, was a principal object which his lordship had in view 
in sending his own secretary into the interior almost imme- 
diately after his arrival at the Cape ; but this was not the 
only motive. The ignorant bgors of Graaf Reynet, instigated 
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by certain malicious and designing persons at the Cape, bad» 
«ven after the surrender of the Colony to the English* indig- 
nantly used, and then expelled, both the landrost and thti 
clergyman who had been sent thither by Sir James Craig. It 
became Uierefore necessary, in order to convince them of the 
firtnness of the British government, to compel them to re- 
crive, and to treat with due respect, the same two functiona- 
ries they bad thought proper to turn out of the district. The 
landrost, who bad bitlierto shewn no great desire to return 
among a people who had more than once menaced his life^ 
made few objections to accompany me; but the clergyman, 
already too much terrified or disgusted with the treatment he 
had met with, could not on any consideratioa be prevailed on 
to join oor party. 

Though the rains usually commence about the beginning 
of May, in the present year the whole month of June was a 
series of fine pleasant weather ; unfavourable, however, to the 
labours of the husbandman, and not less so to the traveller, 
who might have before him a long journey over the uninha- 
bited deserts of Afirica, and who must necessarily make daily 
use of the same cattle, either in the team, or to travel along 
with him as relays. The established mode of performing long 
jonrnies, in this Colony, is in covered waggons drawn by bul- 
locks. The carriages made for this purpose are very expen- 
sive ; but they are well constructed to bear hard service, to 
run with tolerable ease, and are sufficiently commodious and 
spacious to contain all the necessaries that may be wanted on 
a long journey, as well as a cot, or matress, for sleeping upon. 
Such a carriage is commonly drawn by a team, or .span as it 
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is termed in the colony, of ten or twelve oxen. Each day's 
jouraey is called a skoff; and its length is generally regulated 
by local circumstances, being from five to fifteen or twenty 
hours. It is customary also to travel more in the night than 
the day, that the cattle may have the advantage of the latter 
to graze, or rather to brouse, among the shrubbery ; ,for many 
parts of the country, particularly after a series of dry wea- 
ther, produce not a single blade of grass. The letter, sour,, 
and saline plants, than which the arid soil of an African desert 
produces nothing better, constitute c^times their only food 
for weeks together ; and to the use oS these may probably be 
owing the offensive breath that the ox of the colony is gene- 
rally observed to have. In Europe, the sweetness of the breath 
of horned cattle is almost proverbial. In Africa, it is remarked 
to be altogether as nauseous. The bad quality of the water, 
which in the desert plains is seldom met with pure, op free 
from impregnations of saline or earthy matter, may also con- 
tribute in producing this effect. The speed of an ox in the 
waggon, where the country is tolerably level, and the surface 
hard, is full three miles an hour, at which rate he will con- 
tinue for ten or twelve hours without halting. 

The first day of July was fixed upon for our departure from 
the Cape ; and the preceding month was employed in making 
the necessary preparations, in fitting up three waggons, and 
procuring draught oxen, which at this season of the year, afler 
the long drought of summer, were scarce and extremely lean. 
Bastaards and Hottentots to serve as waggoners, to lead th* 
foremost pair in the team, and some others to take care of the 
relays, were very difficult to be procured, but indispensably 
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ntecessary. Every thing, however, was in readiness on the 
day fixed for our departure, though it was night before the 
waggons left the town ; and the oxen were so miserably bad 
that, before they had jproceeded three mile^, two of them 
dropped in the yokes and were obliged to be left behind. In 
seven hours they had advanced only about fifteen miles, to a 
place called Stickland, where Sir James Craig had caused 
stabling for several troops ■ of dragoons^ and stone-buildings 
for the officers and men,, to be erected, as a. point of great 
importance in the event of an attach fix)m a powerful enemy. 
This station is at the south point of a range of hills called 
the Tigerberg or Tiger Mountain, which terminate, on the 
Cape side, the sandy isthmus. At the feet of the hills, and 
in the valHes formed by them, are several pleasant fann«, 
having gardens well stored with vegetables for the table, fruit- 
eries, vineyards, and extensive corn lands. As none of the 
latter are enclosed, the country presents a general appearance 
of nakedness, which, if planted with forest-trees, as the oak 
and the larch, and divided by fences, would become suffi- 
ciently beautiful, as nature in drawing the outline has per- 
formeJ her part. The sandy flat, of which the Tigerberg 
forms the boundary, is applied to no other use than that of 
furnishing a part of the supply of fuel for the town, and as a 
place for the country people and butchers oceasionaJIy to 
turn their cattle upon. 

It is a prevailing opinion at the Cape, that this isthmus, 
which now separates the two principal bays, was once covered 
with the sea, making, at that time, the Cape promontory a 
complete island. The flatness and little elevation of Uie sur- 
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face, the quantity of sand upon it, and the Dumber of shells 
buried in the sand, have been urged as the grounds for such 
a conjecture. If, however, such ha« been the case, and the 
retreat of the sea progressive, it must have been an incalcu- 
lable period of time since the two bays were united. I believe 
they never were, and the more I have attended to this subject 
the more I am persuaded that, instead of the isthmus ever hav- 
ing been covered with the sea, the time is yet to come when 
that event will take place. The surface is from twenty to 
thirty feet above the level of high watermark ; the sand upon 
it, except where it is drifted into ridges, is seldom three feet 
deep, and rests upon sand-stone or hard gravel. Ridges of 
blue schistns and granite rocks appear on various' parts of the 
surface so elevated. Admitting, what is scarcely possible, 
that tlie sand-stone and the gravel were the fragments of the 
mountains by which this plain is enclosed on two sides, yet 
neither the schistus nor the granite could have been adventi- 
tious ; these two materials must have been primeval, and 
they abound on the most elevated as well as on the tower 
parts of the isthmus ; in situations that cfttmot be less than 
one hundred feet above the level of the sea. Bat if we sup- 
pose the sea to have retreated one hundred feet, in its perpen- 
dicular height, we must also suppose the whole continent ot 
Africa to have been an island at the time that the Cape pro- 
montory was an island. Yet the isthmus of Suez, near three 
thousand years ago, was the same flat sandy isthmus, neither 
higher nor lower, in all probability, than at the present day. 

Xt may lie expected that I should offer my reasons for sup- 
posingibe sea to be gaining upon the land in Soathem Africa. 
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They are. founded oa obsarvation, and are these : the plain 
that skirts the Lion's Rump, and which is washed by Table 
Bay and the sea, usually called the Gr^en Pointt is lower, 
much lower» than the isthmus, and must consequently, at the 
same time with it, have been covered with the sea. Now 
there is not one single appearance to denote that such has 
ever been the case. The Lion^s Hill declines in a gentle and 
uninteniipted line into the plain, an appearance which could 
Bot have taken place had it ever been beaten by the billows 
o( the oceau. This is further obvious by attending to the 
aide of the phiia next to the water, where (the loose materials 
being swept away by the violence of the surge) the rocky 
ridges of schistus, and, in places, of granite, run like so many 
avtiScial piers, sometimes to the distance of a mile, into the 
sea. The whole shore of the peninsula is scolloped out in 
the same'manner, demonstrating an encroachment, rather than 
a retreat, of the ocean. The two ridges also of the istlimus 
thftt bound the two bays, one to the northward and the other 
to the southward, are the highest parts of its surface, and 
seem to have served the purpose of stopping the progress, ra- 
ther tbao marking the retreat, of the sea. 

Indeed, from all the observations I have been able to make 
on the southern coast of Africa, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
the whole of L'AguiUas Bank, stretching from Cape Point 
^ross the entrance of False Bay to the mouth of Rio Infante 
or the Great Fish River, and to the thirty-seventh parallel of 
southern latitude, has at one time formed a part of the conti- 
nent. The regular sweep in which it rounds from this ex- 
treme point of South Africa into the main land* the materials 
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that compose it, tfae indoatatioHS of the •coast, all foniied in 
one directioii, and the manner in which the fragile rocks break 
off perpendicularly from time to time along that coast, arc 
indications that sufficiently warrant this conclusion. 

It may also be observed, with regard to the L'Aguillas Bank, 
that the stream of tfae current strikes strongest just along the 
outer margin, which I suppose to have formerly been the old 
coast of Africa, not only because the soundings along this 
margin are deeper than <tn any other part of the bank, but be- 
cause the bottom is fine white sand, such as is usually found 
on the sea shores ; and most of the interior parts of the bank, 
and especially where it approaches the projecting points of the 
coast, are composed of rock, and the coarse fragments of com- 
minuted sand-stone. 

But the strongest arguments which have been advanced ia 
favour of the Cape isthmus having, at no great period of 
time, been covered with the sea, rest on the sea-shells that are 
said to be found in the sand that is accumulated on its sur- 
face. Such shells may exist, though I never saw them ex- 
cept on the shores of the bays ; but by admitting their exist- 
ence we prove nothing, as whole strata of them are found 
buried in the sides of the Lion's Hill, many hundred feet above 
the level of the sea. These shells were not brought into that 
situation by the waves of tfae ocean, but by birds. Tfaere is 
scarcely a sheltered cavern in the sides of the mountains, that 
rise immediately from the sea, where living shell fish may not 
be found any day in the year. Crows even, and vultures, as 
well us aquatic birds, detach the shell-fisb firom tfae rocks, and 
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d)!»tiut,vUb tbem in their beaks into the air ; shells thus carried 
are said tp be frequently found on the very summit even of the 
Table Mountain. In one cavern, at the point of Mossel 
Bay, I disturbed some thousands of birds and found as 
many thousands of living shell-fish scattered on the surface 
of a heap of shells that, for aught I know, would have Slled 
as many thousand waggons. The presence of shells there- 
fore is not, in my opinion, any argument for the presence 
of the sea'. 

We should not, perhaps, be far amiss in assigning to Africa 
a prior creation to any of the other continents. Its vast anti- 
quity appears in the very extraordinary manner in which the 
superior parts of the great chain of mountains are coiroded and 
worn away ; in the immensely deep chasms in which the rills 
of water trickle down to the sea ; in the disappearance of the 
water supplied by the heavy rains ; and, above all, in the com- 
plete decomposition of the feltspar into a kind of semi-indu- 
rated clay or lithomarga ; and, as in the course of my travels 
I have seen in frequent instances, pyramidal crystals of quartz 
so loosely Axed by the base into masses of feltspar as easily 
to be drawn out with the fingers, and when so drawn out, 
appearing corroded, and wasted in their transition to some 
other state. 

I would not here be understood to suppose that the sea 
does not retreat from tlie shore ; on the contrary, it is a well 
established fact, that in some parts of the world, and parti- 
cularly in the creeks of the Baltic, the sea has subsided in a 
very remarkable manner. But this retreat. may be partial 
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and owing to local circumstances. Had it been general, and 
in the same degree as has been observed on the shores of 
Bothnia, the isthmus of Snez must have been overflown, and 
consequently Africa must have been an island, later than 3000 
years ago ; whereas there is every reason to suppose that, many 
ages before that period, the isthmus was pretty much in the 
same state in which it now is. The progressive retreat of the 
ocean cannot therefore be genial. It is evident, at the same 
time, to use the language of the sacred historian, " That all 
** the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were 
** covered ;" mountains that are now several thousand feet 
above its level, and as many thousand miles removed from 
its shores, bear the most unequivocal indications of this truth. 
But this effect may, perhaps with more plausibility, be 
aiscribed to the operation of some sudden cause, some con- 
vulsion in the globe of the earth, or some check in its diurnal 
or annual motion, which produced an universal change upon 
its surface ; and by which " the waters under the heaven 
" were gathered together unto one place, and the dry land 
" appeared." Whether this change happened at the first 
creation, or the earth was deluged at some subsequent pe- 
riod, an idea that the history of all the civilized nations on 
earth seem to glance at, we must be content to remain in 
ignorance; for man, with all his boasted philosophy, will 
never be able to solve the questions which the Hebrew poet 
has put into the mouth of the Almighty. " Who shut up 
" the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued 
" out of the womb P When I made the cloud the ganment 
*' thereof and thick darkness a swaddling band for it, and 
" brt^e up for it mjf Screed place, and set bars and doors, and 
7 
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" said, Hitherto shalt thou come but no further, and here 
" shall thy proud wares be stayed ?" 

Beyond the point of the Tyger berg the isthmus becomes 
more elevated, less sandy, and is better covered with shrubby 
plants. A few farms are here and there seen in the hollows, 
where the rills of water trickle in the bottom of deep glens 
in a northerly direction. On the dry and naked ridges, where 
the soil consists of a mixture of sand and a yellowish clay, 
are thrown up many thousands of those cellular masses of 
earth, the manufacture of a small insect of the ant tribe, to 
which naturalists have given thename of termeSf different how- 
ever from, and much less destructive than, that species of 
which a curious description has been given by Mr. Smeatb* 
man in the Philosophical Transactions. The ant-hills in this 
part of Africa seldom exceed the height of three feet. On the 
lower pEuts of the isthmus where the soil under the sand is of 
a boiggy nature, they take the consistence of a hard black 
turf, and are used as fuel. 

This plain to the eastward, at a dozen miles beyond Stick- 
land,' is- terminated by two mountains, between which the 
road leads into a valley better cultivated and more populous 
than any part between it and the Cape. Simonsberg, on 
the right, is among the highest of the mountains that are 
seeii from the Cape. Its forked Parnassian summit is fre- 
quently, in winter, covered with snow, and in the south-east 
winds of summer is generally buried in the clouds. It also 
has its HelicoQ trickling down its sides, as yet a virgin spring 
untasted by the Muses. It held out more charms, it seems, 



d by Google 



is TRAVELS IN 

for Flutus, than for Apollo. A man in -the time of the go* 
veraor, whose name the mountain perpetuates, intent on 
making his fortune by imposing on the credulity and igno- 
rance of the Compan/s seirants, melted down a quantity of 
Spanish dollars, and presented the mass to the governor as a 
specimen of silver from a rich mine that be had discovered 
in this mountain. Enraptured at this proof of so important 
a discovery, a resolution was passed by ttie governor ro coun- 
cil, that a sum of money should be advanced to the man to 
enable him to follow up what he had so successfully begun, 
and work the mine, of which he was to have the sole di* 
rection ; and in the mean time, to convince the public of the 
rhing wealth of the colony, the mass of silver was ordered 
to be manufactured into a chain to which the keys of th« 
Castle gates should be suspended. The cfaaio was made, and 
still remains in the same service for which it was originally 
intended, as a memorial of the credulity of the governor and 
the council. The traces of the operation carried on by this 
impostor are still visible in the side -of the mountain. 

The Paarlberg, on the left of the pass into the valley, is a 
hUl of moderate height, and has taken its name from a ofaaib 
6f large round stones that pass over the summit, like the pearis 
of a necklace. Of these the two that are placed near the 
central and highest point of the range are called,par exctUeruxt 
the pearl and the diamond : and a particular description of 
them has been thought worthy of a place in the Riilosophical 
l^ansactions. From that paper, and Mr. Ma88<Hi's descrip-i 
tion, it would appear that these two masses of stone restod 
Upon their own bases, and were detached from Uie mountain ; 
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wtereas they grow out» and form a part, of it. It has also 
been m^. that their compofiition was totally difPerent frotd 
the rocks that are found in the neighbouriag mouD tains, which 
led a naturalist in Europe to observe, that these immense 
blocks of granite had prohablj been throvn up by volcanic 
expk>sionS} or by some cause of a ^milar nature. This i$ 
not by any means the fact; the saud'Stone strata of the Table 
Mountain rest upon a bed of primaeval. granite^ and an infi- 
Dite number of laige stones are scattered a.t the £eet of the 
Mountains along the sea-coast of the peninsula from the lion's 
Head to the tru^ Cape of Good Hope. All these are pre- 
cisely of the same nature, and the same materials, as the 
pearl and the diamond ; that is to say* they are a^egates of 
quartz and mica ; the 6rst in large irregular masses, and tb« 
latter in black lumps resembling shorl : they contain also cu- 
bic pieces of feltspar, and seem to be bound together by 
plates of a clay&y iron stone. All the stones of this descrip- 
tion appear to have been formed round a nucleus, as by the 
action of the air and weather they fall to pieces in large con- 
centric laminae. The Pearl is accessible on the northern side, 
but is nearly perpendicular on all the others. This sloping 
side is more than a thousand feet in length, and the pej- 
peudicular altitude about four hundred feet above its 
base on the summit of the mountain, where its circum- 
ference is a fuU mile. Near the top it is quadrisected by 
two deep clifts, crosing at right angles, in which are grow- 
ing a number of beautiful aloes, besides several cryptoga- 
mous and other {Jauts. A great part of the slanting side is 
Mvered with a species of green lichen. Down the perpendlr 
cular sides are immense rifts, as if the mass had been torn 
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asunder by its own weight. The Diamond is the higher 
blocitj but less bullcy, and, being cone-shaped, is difficult 
and dangerous of ascent. 

The mountain of the Paarl furnishes a, fine field for the 
botanist. The plants are of infinite variety, and vonderfull/ 
luxuriant. The wild olive of the Cape, generally a stunted 
plant, seems to have here attained its greatest size, and the 
dark-gr^n foliage is finely contrasted with the elegant tribe 
of heaths, some of which shoot up to the size and form of 
trees. The fruit of the wild olive is small, and so acrid as to 
be unfit for use ; but the wood is close-grained, shaded, and 
takes a polish not uolike that of walnut. Several species of 
that genus of plants to which botanists have given the name 
of Frotea decorate the sides of the Paarl Mountain. Of 
tiiese one of the most numerous and most conspicuous is 
the mellifera, which, from the great quantity of saccharine 
juice contained in the bottom of its vase-shaped fiowers, is 
here called the sugar-tree. Many of the inhabitants are at 
the trouble of collecting this juice, which they consider as an 
excellent stomachic, and they sometimes boil it down to a 
thick syrup for the purpose of preserving fruits. Several spe- 
*cies of the gaudy-plumed certlaa, or creeper, may be seen 
at this season of the year in vast numbers perching them- 
selves on the edge of the corollas, and sucking, with their 
long sickle-shaped bills, " the honied sweets." The irides- 
cent and brilliant colors of these beautiful little birds, fiut- 
tering about the variegated blossoms of the protea, cannot 
fail to attract the notice of the passenger, for a time, firom 
eveiy other object One species in particular (the chalybea 
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of Linnaeus) commands attention to its clear melodious note. 
It sings delightfully in the cage, but is reared with g^^at diffi- 
culty, and lives entirely on sugar and water. 

The mountains that form the eastern boundary of the valley 
are eminently grand, their upper regions being masses of 
bare rock destitute of a single shrub, or even a blade of grass. 
They are a part of that great chain that stretches from False 
Bay to the northward, and to which a French naturalist has 
given the name of the Back-bone of the Earth ; a name, how- 
ever, that is much more appropriate on account of their 
singular appearance than great extent. Their naked summits 
are pointed and jagged, and divided like the vertebrae of the 
back-bone of an animal. They consist of a number of sand- 
stone strata, placed in a horizontal direction, contain a great 
deal of iron, being in places perfectly red, and they rest upon 
beds of granite, clay, and slate. This range of mountains, 
like an immense wall, shuts out entirely from the Cape the 
countries that lie beyond it ; so complete a bulwark, indeed, 
is this chain of mountains, that a few men in possession of the 
passes would always be able to cut off all communication 
between the sea-coast and the interior. Of these passes, or 
kloofs as they are called by the colonists, there are but three 
that are ever crossed with wheel carriages : Hottentot Hol- 
land's Kk>of near False Bay, which opens a communication 
with the district of Swellendam and the eastern parts of the 
colony along the sea-coast : Roode Sand, or red sand. Kloof, 
opposite to Saldanha Bay, leading to Graaf Reynet, and the 
remotest parts of the colony ; and Eland's Eloofj still farther 
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north, which opens into a wild and abnoat uninhabited part 
of the country. 

Though the mountains are rude and barren, nothing could 
be more beautiful, rich, or better clothed with vegetation, 
than the vale they enclose, which is well watered by the nu- 
merous bnuiches of the Berg rivei, uniting in one stream 
about the middle, and meandering through it to the northward 
with a smooUi and almost imperceptible current. This vale 
contains the divisions, or parishes, of Great and Little Bra- 
kensteen, Fransche Hoek or French comer, and the Paarl. The 
last of these is an assemblage of about thirty houses, disposed 
into two stieight lines, and so far detached from each other 
as to form a street about a mile in length. The church stands 
near the middle. This, as well as most of the houses, is 
neatly covered with rye-straw thatch, which, if properly laid 
on, will last from twenty to thirty years. . - The houses are ge- 
nerally surrounded with plantations of oaks. The common 
size of these is from ten to fifteen feet in circumference, and 
from twenty to thirty feet in height without a branch : many 
are much larger: the tops are neither bent, nor is the wood 
shaken, nor twisted, as of those about Cape Town ; a proof 
that the winds are less violent in this valley than at the latter 
place. 

Fransche Hoek, and the two Drakcnsteens, have neither 
church nor any assemblage of houses that deserves the name 
of village, but are composed of detached farms, dispersed 
over the vale at considerable distances from each other. Most 



^Google 



SOUTHflRN AFRICA. ^7 

of these are freehold property, that were granted, in the eariy 
stages of the Settlement, for certain sums of money, or by 
favor, or for particular services. They consist each of sixty 
morgeiis of land, or 120 English acres, and the possessors 
claim the privilege of the intermediate waste-land to turn 
their cattle upon. This is a great abuse, which perhaps would 
best be checked by obliging the proprietors to inclose their 
just portion of 120 acres, and would certainly be the means 
of greatly improving the country. The whole valley is con- 
vertible into excellent arable land ; yet very little com is 
cultivated except for home consumption. The principal pro- 
duce is v/'me. The whole tract of country indeed that stretches 
along tlie feet of the great chain of mountains from the 
Paarl to False Bay, including the two Drakensteens, Fransche 
Hoek, the Drosdy of Stellenbosch, and Hottentots Holland, is 
chie6y employed in raisingwine and fruits for the Cape-market 

Hitherto there have been few speculators among the Dutch 
planters ; the spirit of improvement and experiment never 
entered into their minds ; and it may be a matter of doubt, 
had not the French Protestants, who sought an asylum here 
from the religious persecutions of their once bigoted country- 
men, introduced and cultivated the vine, whether at this time 
the whole colony would have produced a single leaguer of 
wine. The sugar-cane grows with health and vigor in several 
parts of the colony ; yet not one of the planters has ever pro- 
duced a pound of sugar. On asking a farmer, who com- 
plained that the canes had overrun his garden, why he did 
not turn them to some account ; he replied with that noncha^ 
lance which characterizes the nation, that it served to amuse 
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the vomen and children ; but that he should not be the first 
to try it, as long as he could buy that firticle in the Capo 
fur six schillings, or three English shillings, a poiud. 

The thick shubbery, that covers the uncultivated parts of 
the valley, lodges and protects an abundance of game, parti- 
cularly of the Cape partridges, which, fearless of man, run 
about nearly as tame as poultry in a farm-yard ; and of kor- 
baens, the otis afra of Linnaeus, and white-eared bustard of 
Latham, which, unlike the partridge, not only fly to a dis- 
tance at the approach of the sportsman, but keep up, while 
on the wing, a violent screaming, as if to give notice to other 
birds of the impending danger. Here also are plenty of Cape 
snipes, Scolopax CapeimSy and three species of wild ducks, 
the anas CapensiSt or Cape widgeon, the Dominican duck» 
and the common teal. Among the quadrupeds that in- 
habit the valley are the duiker and the griesbok (the diver 
or plunger, and the grizded deer). The cofor of the diiikcr 
is wholly of a dusky brown ; he is about three feet in length 
and two and a half in height ; the male h&A horns streight, 
black, nearly parallel, but diverging a little towards the 
points, four inches long, and annulated close to the base. 
The female has no horos ; length of the ears seven inches ; of 
the tail, five inches. The $inu$ lachrymalixy or subocular indent, 
which most of the antelopes have, is in this species so conspi- 
cuous that the Dutch say it carries the gall-bladder under 
the eye. The griesbok is of a grizzled or gireyish color, the 
ground bright brown interspersed with silver hairs ; length 
two feet nine inches ; height one foot nine inches ; ears five 
iaches, black and naked ; tail two inches ; the wms lacbrtf' 
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tnalis also very distiDct. The male has horns tour inches long, 
«treight, smooth, tapering to a point, black : the female has no 
lioros. This animal frequents the thickets on the sides of the 
hills, and descends into the vineyards by night, where it does 
no small injury to the infant shoots of the vine. The mountains 
abound with a curious species of antelope, which, from its 
amazing agility, is called the klip springer^ or rock-leaper. A 
dog has not the least chance of taking this animal, but he is 
easily shot as he bounds from rock to rock, and exposes him- 
self to the sportsman's aim on the highest and most conspi- 
cuous pinnacles of the mountains. Its cloven hoofs being 
each of them subdivided into two segments, and jagged at 
the edges, give it the power of adhering to the steep sides of 
the smooth rock, from which it sometimes even hangs sus- 
pended without any danger of slipping or falling. The color 
is cinereous grey, and its black horns are short, streight, erect, 
and annulated one third of their length from the base. The 
hair has the singular quality of being so brittle that it breaks 
instead of bending, adheres loosely to the skin, and is so very 
light that it is used as the best article that can be procured 
for the stufBng of saddles and mattresses. 

A few miles beyond the Paarl, the Berg or Mountain-river 
crosses the road. It is here so large and deep in the winter 
season as to make a pont or floating bridge necessary. A 
little lower down, however^ it is sometimes fordable ; and the 
peasants, to avoid the toll at the ferry, frequently cross it, 
though at the hazard of their own lives and of their cattle. . 
At this time the river was pietiy full ; yet two farmers, rather 
than pay four shillings for the passage at the ferry of th^ 
d2 
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two waggons^ ventured through at the ford, and passed it 
with the loss only of two sheep that were worth at least four 
times the amount of the toll. The road beyond tlie ferry is 
excellent, being a level bed of bard clay ; but the country is 
very thinly inhabited. In advancing to the northward the 
surface has fewer inequalities, and becomes sandy. Nothing, 
however, like drifU or beds of sand, meets the eye ; but, on 
the contrary, it wanders over an uninterrupted forest of ver* 
dure arising from a variety of fruitescent plants, among which 
the tribes of proteas, of heaths, and two species of leriphium^ 
called here the rhinosceros-busfa, predominate. In those 
places where the ground is least covered, the hillocks thrown 
up by the termites most abound. Here also, towards the 
close of the day, a multitude of small land tortoises, the fes- 
Hido pusilla and the geometrica of Linnteus, were crawling 
»lowly off the road towards the bushes, after having basked 
themselves in the open sunshine during the day. The howl- 
ing wolf and the yelping jackall began their hideous cries 
^rtly after tl>e setting of the sun, and seemed to follow us 
in the dark, keeping at no great distance from the waggons. 
It was near the middle of the night before we arrived at a so- 
litary habitation, situated in a wild, bleak, open country, 
and on the borders of a lake called the Vogel Valley or the 
Bird Lake. The word valley^ in the colony, implies either a 
lake or a swamp : at this time the place in question was the 
latter; but it abounded with ducks, geese, and teat, and also 
with the great white pelican, the onocratulus^ and the rose- 
colored flamingo. The wings of the latter are converted into 
fans for flapping away the flies that, in incredible multitudes, 
swarm in the houses of the peasantry for want of a proper 
2 
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attention to cleanliness ; and the pelican is ehot for the 9ake 
of the fine soft down which lies under bis plumage. That 
large unwieldy animal the Jtlippopotamus, is said at one t^m« 
to have been aq inhabitant of this lake. 

A few miles Irom Voge} valley brought us to the entrance 
of Roode Sand Kloef, or the red sandy pass over the great 
chain of mountains. Here the strata of which they are com- 
posed, though still of the same nature as those of Oraken- 
stein, are not horizontal, but dip to the south-ea&tward, mak- 
ing with the horizon an angle of about twenty degrees. The 
ascent of the Kloef is not steep, but very ruggqd ; and a small 
iriver that meandent down it must be crossed several times. 
The plants, sbcHerod by the large fragmeqta of rock that 
have rolled down the mountains, are uncommoply luxuriant. 
Of these the dlfierent species of protea were the moat con- 
spicuous ; that species of ricinus called the palma Christi, 
which affords the castor oil, was very plentiful ; and the two 
species of the mellautb^s grew in every part of the Kloef. 
The coil* Mthio^Q was every where abundant on the margin 
of the brooki aud in full flower. The baboons, from their 
concealed dens in.the sides of themountain, laughed, screamed, 
and uttered such horrible noises, the whole time that thp 
waggons were a&cendiog the pass, that to the ears of a stranger, 
unconscious from whence they proceeded, the harsh yell ex- 
cited no small degree of surprise. 

From the upper part of the Kloef there is no descent; tg the 
lund of ^yaveren, or, as the division is now culled, Rooxle Sand. 
'Ihe surface of this vale is four or five hundred feet higher tbaq 



d by Google 



fti TRAVELS IN 

that which lies on the Cape side of the range of mountaiua. 
It is bounded on the eastern side by a branch of the sanie chain* 
much higher, however, than that through which the pass lies, 
yet accessible by waggons. The summits of the mountains 
were buried in snow, and the thermometer at sunrise stood, 
on the plain, at the freezing point. 

The valley of Roode Sand, orWaveren, is a fertile tract of 
land, well watered by streamlets falling from the inclosing 
mountains, and produces abundance of com, some wine, rai- 
sins, and other fruits. Several parts are capable of being 
flooded, and on that account admirably adapted for the culti- 
vation of rice. The Chinese bamboo, a plant not more elegant 
than it is useful, grows here with great luxuriance, and is em- 
ployed for whipstocks, and for the frame over which the co- 
vers of the waggons are laid. The Cape olive grows wild in 
great abundance, and also the palma Cbristi. Game of va- 
rious kinds is plentiful, such as bustards, partridges, snipes, 
ducks, and mountain geese. Of antelopes they have the 
duiker, klip-springer, steenbok, griesbok, and recbok. The 
last is an animal that does not yet appear to have been de- 
scribed in any systematic work. Its size is that of the do- 
mestic goat, but it is much more elegantly made. The color 
is a bluish grey, the belly and breast white; horns seven or 
eight inches long, annulated about a third part of the length 
from the base. Besides these they have the Cape hare, and 
an animal that burrows in the ground called the yzer varke, 
or iron hog, the flesh of which, when salted and dried, is 
esteemed by the Dutch as a great delicacy. It is the hyitrix 
cristaiat or crested porcupine, of Pennant. Several of the 
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farmers breed them ; but it is a fierce and vicious animal, 
and not safe to be approached by strangers. The aardvarke, 
or eartti-hog, the myrmecophaga Capensis^ or ant-eater of the 
Cape, is abo very common, and, like the porcupine, under* 
mines the ground, seldom quitting its subterranean abode 
except in the night. The thighs of this animal are some- 
times salted, and in that state considered as very good hams. 

The valley of Roode Sand is about thirty miles in length, 
and is inhabited by about forty families. On quitting this 
division, the country becomes wild and almost uninhabited. 
Bogs, swamps, and morass covered with rushes and sour 
plants, large tracts of nuked hard clay, deep sandy roads,, 
pools of stagnant water, and those infallible indications of a 
barren soil, hillocks of ants, are the chief objects that meet the 
eye of the traveller. For several miles together no human 
habitation makes its appearance. In this dreary country thne 
was nothing to engage the attention but the vast chain of 
mountains on the left which we were shortly to pass, and 
which here began to round otfioto an easterly direction. This 
branch was much more wild, lofty, and barren than that 
through which the Kloef of Roode Sand opens a passage. 
It consisted of immense columnar masses of naked sand-stone, 
of a red ferruginous color passing in places into steel-blue. 
The corroded and jagged summits, like the battlements of so 
many towers or minarets, leaned from their bases, and seemed 
to owe their only support to each other. The strata were 
here inclined to the eastward in an angle of aboiit forty 
degrees, and seemed as if ready to slide down over each 
other. Still they were uniform, and had evidently never beea 
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Klisruplcd by otiy iStibteitaneouB eruption or concussion. Oli 
the oppcttite side of the dale, however, stood a long range <A' 
hills which had every appearance of volcanic origin. Some 
were perfect cones ; others truncated at the summit, in the 
manner of those on which craters are generally found. Hills 
■like these, standing eadi on its proper base, and so very dif- 
ferent from any that had yet been seen, were too interesting 
to pass ; and we turned out of the road to visit them. Like 
the rest^ they were composed of quartz, sand-stone, and iron ; 
not, however stratified as in the great chains, but torn and 
«nt into large fragments. There was no lava ; nor did it ap- 
pear that any df the stones had undergone fusion. There was 
no blue slate in their »des, which most probably would have 
been the case had they been thrown up by any subterranean 
impulse, the whole base of the plain being composed of it. 
They seemed in fact to be the remains of worn down moun- 
tains crumbling into fragments with age. 

Within these hills we came to a valley about three miles in 
length and two in width, having a surlace as levd as that of 
a bowling-green. By a-strong stream passing from one end to 
the other, the wbqlc might be laid under water, and converted 
into most excellent rice grounds. This stream was smoking 
hot. The springs, by which it was supplied, issued out of 
the ground at the foot of some hills which formed the head of 
the valley. They threw up tbe water with great violence, and 
with it quantities of small whitish sand mitsed with minute 
chrystals of quartz. The bed of the reservoir^ and the channel 
down which the water was carried across the valley, in a stream 
strong enough to turn the largest mill in England, were com- 
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posed of these materials. Tbe water was perfectly cltw, and 
deposited not tbe smallest degree of any kind <^ sediment, 
neither in tbe pool where the springs were, nor by the edges of 
the stream. A green Conferva grew on the margin of both. 
No change of color was produced upon the plants and stones 
with which the water came in contact. With sulphuric acid 
it deposited no sediment, nor became in the least turbid, nor 
were blue vegetable colors at all affected by it. No imprcig* 
nation of any kind was discoverable, in the smallest de* 
gree, by tbe taste. On the contrary, it is considered so 
pure tb&t tbe femily living near it generally employed it 
for dressing their victuals; and all their linen and colored 
clothes were washed in it without sustaining any injury. 
The thermometer I had with me was graduated only to 
140% to which point it ascended almost instantaneously. 
The t^nperature appeared to be very neariy that of boiling 
water. 

The duration of hot springs for ages without any consider- 
able variation in temperature, or in the quantity of water 
thrown out, is one of those secret operations of nature that has 
not as yet been satisfactorily explained, but which has baffled, 
at all times, the speculations of philosophers. Tbe decompo- 
sition of pyritical matter, the slacking of lime, and the sub- 
terranean furnace, heated with combustible materials, have 
each had their advocates, but each when " weighed in the 
** balance has been found wanting." 

From the hot wells we crossed the Breede, or broad rivei^ 
and entered a klocf on the opposite, or northern, side of the 
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vale, which opened a passage through the second great chain 
of mountains. It is called the Hex river's kloef, and is about 
four miles in length. The ascent is much less than that of 
Roode Sand kloef, the fall of the river that meanders through 
it being not more than 200 feet. The mountains on each side 
of this pass were wild and naked, but thekloef itself abounded 
with large fruitescent plants. Basking in the sun, on the 
banks of the river, were a troop of four or five hundred large 
black baboons, apparently of the species of Cynocephalus, 
which quitted their place with seeming reluctance, grumbling 
and bowling as they scrambled up the sides of the naked 
rocks. 

The head of the kloef opened out into a narrow valley to 
which there was no descent. It is about two miles in width 
and fifteen in length ; and the third brapch of mountains, on 
the northern side, were covered half way down from their 
summits with snow ; yet the orange-trees at their feet were 
loaded with large ripe fruit. Four families, the only inhabit- 
ants of this deep valley, constitute a little world of their own ; 
their wants might be as bounded as their horizon, for the ferti- 
lity of the ground furnishes them with almost every necessary 
of life. They have plenty of cattle, and also all the different 
sorts of game that are met with on the other side of the moun- 
tains. We saw here some large partridges with red wings, 
much preferable to tlie common Cape partridge, and a quadru- 
ped called the Berghaas or mountain hare. It was the Dipus 
Cafer of Linnaeus, by some called the Cape Gerboa. Like the 
kangaroo of Botany Bay it has the hind legs about thrice the 
length of the fore ones. "When pursued, it always takes to the 
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mountains, knowing that the construction of its Jegs is bcttCf 
adapted to ascend their steep sides than to scour the plains. 

All the appearances of Hex-river valley declare it to have 
been at one timea lake, the head of which, having given way 
at the kloef, has suffered the water to force itself out upon the 
nest lower terrace, leaving only a bog in the middle, to which 
the stoney bases of the mountains shelve on each side. Should 
the falls of Niagara once sweep away the barrier that occasions 
them, the lake Erie would then become a plain or valley, like 
that of the Hex-river, and many others that occur within the 
chain of mountains in Southern Africa. 

At the head of this little valley we were to take leave of 
every human habitation for at least sixteen days, which is the 
ordinary time requii^ to cross over the Great Karroo, or arid 
desert, that lay between us and the distant district of Graaf 
Reynet. It therefore became necessary to supply ourselves 
here with a stock of provisions, as nothing whatsoever is to 
be had on the desert except ostrich eggs and antelopes. To 
those travellers who are furnished with a good waggon and a 
tent, the want of habitations is no great loss ; for few of them, 
behind the first range of mountains, have any sort of conve- 
nience, comfort,, or decency. Among the ^planters of Africa 
it is true there are some who live in a decent manner, parti- 
cularly the cultivators of the grape. Many of these., are de- 
scendants of the French families who, a little more than a cen* 
tury ago, found an asylum at the Cape of Good Hope ixova. 
the religious persecutions that drove them from their own 
country. But a true Dutch peasant, or boor as he styles 
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kimself, bas not tlic smallest idea of what an English farmer 
means by the word comfort. Placed in a country where not 
only the necessaries, but almost every luxury of life might by 
industry be procured, be has the enjoyment of none of them. 
Though be has cattle in abundance he makes very little use 
of milk or of butter. In the midst of a soil and climate most 
favourable for the cultivation of the vine, he drinks no wine. 
He makes use of few or no vegetables nor roots. Three times 
a-day his table is loaded with masses of mutton, swimming in 
the grease of the sheep's tail. His house is either open to the 
roof, or covered only with rough poles and turf, affording a 
favourable shelter for scorpions and spiders ; and the earthy 
floors are covered with dust and dirt, and swarm with insects, 
{)articularly with a species of the tenna, whidi, though not 
so destructive as some others of this genus, is nevertheless a 
very troublesome and disagreeable animal. His apartments, 
if be happens to have more than one, which is not always 
the case among the grazing farmers, are nearlji destitute of 
furniture. A great chest that contains all his moveables, 
knd two smaller ones that are fitted to his waggon, are the 
most striking articles. The bottoms of his chairs consist 
of Chongs cut from a bullock's hide. The windows are with- 
out glass ; or if there should happen to be any remains of this 
article, it is so patched and daubed as nearly to exclude the 
light it was intended to admit. Tlie boor notwithstanding 
Bas his enjoyments : he is absolute master of a domain of se^ 
ve^l iniles in extent ; and he lords it over a few miserable 
slaves or Hottentots without control. His pipe scarcely ever 
quits his mouth, from the moment he rises till he retires to 
les^ except to give him time to swallow his sopiCf or a glas» 
2 
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of strong ardent spirit, to eat his mcaJs, and to take bis nap 
after dinner. Unwilling to work, aud unable to tliink ; with 
a mind disengaged from every sort of care and reflexion, in- 
dulging to excess in the gratification of every sensual appetite, 
the African peasant grows to an unweildy size, and is carried 
off the stage by the first inflammatory disease that at'tacks 
him. 

How different is the lot of the laboring poor of £ng]and» 
who for six days in the week are doomed to toil i'or twelve 
hours in every day, in order to gain a tDorsel of bread for their 
family, and the luxury of a little animal food fur the seventh 
day I 

The cultivators of the ground, who inhabit the nearer dis- 
tricts to the town, though something better than the breeders 
of cattle, live but in a very nncomfortable manner in the midst 
of profusion. They have little or no society with each other, 
and every one seems to live solely for himself. Though re- 
moved from each other to the distance of several miles, and 
enjoying the benefit of many thousand acres of land under the 
rate of a farthing an acre, it is yet a singular fact, that scarcely 
any two neighbours are found to be on good terms with each 
other, but are embroiled perpetually in quarrels and disputes 
about the extent of their farms, or the privilege of a spring or 
a water-course. One great canse of their endless disputes i^ 
the absurd manner of estimating distance by time. Tlic q;uan- 
tity of land in a government fisrm, according to the established 
custom of the colony, must be one hour's walk across it. If 
one farmer is supposed to have put dawn his baaketit or stake, 
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or land-mark, a little too near to that of his neighbour, the 
feld wagt-meeaieTj or peace-officer of the division, is called in, 
by the latter, to pace the distance, for which he gets three 
dollars. If the Feldwagt-meester should happen to regulate 
his pace to the satisfaction of both parties, the afiair is settled ; 
but as this is not always the case, the next step is for the dis- 
contented party to apply for a commission, consisting of the 
Landrost, two members of the Council, the Secretary of the 
district, and a Messenger. These gentlemen share 6fteen 
dollars a day as long as they are out upon the commission to 
determine how far a man ought to walk in an hour. 

The dangerous and difficult roads in every part of the 
eolony, but particularly the kloefs or passes of the mountains, 
and the still more perilous fords of the rivers, shew how very 
little sense is entertained by the peasantry of public benefits or 
public conveniences. Eiach gets over a difficulty as well as 
he can, and no more is thought about it till it again occurs. 
Ad instance appeared of this in crossing the Breede river op- 
posite to Brandt Valley, which is done by means of a small 
flat-bottomed tub, about six feet by three. In this machine 
, foot passengers hawl themselves over by a rope fixed to two 
posts, one on each side of the river. When a horse is to 
cross, the Saddle is taken off, the rider gets into the tub, and 
drags the animal after him. But when a waggon is to be 
transported, it must first be unladen, and the baggage car- 
ried over in the vessel : the carriage is then made fast by one 
end to this floating machine, and the other is buoyed up by 
a cask, and in this manner it is dragged over. Thus is half 
a day consumed in passing a small river of thirty or forty 
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yards at the most in width, when a few planks, properly put 
together, would enable them to carry over any sort of car- 
riage, cattle, or horses, with safety and convenience, in five 
minutes. 

The women of the African peasantry lead a life of the most 
listless inactivity. The mistress of the family, with her coffee- 
pot constantly boiling before her on a smalt table, seems fixed 
to tier chair like a piece of furniture ; and it is the business 
of a little black boy or a Hottentot wholly naked to attend 
her with' a small branch of a tree or a fan made of ostrich 
feathers to flap away the flies. The annexed sketch drawn 
from nature by Mr. Daniell, is so true a picture of a boor's^ 
apartment, that any further description would be super- 
fluous. Few of the Africans educated among slaves and Hot- 
tentots, have any idea of what, in a state of society, consti- 
tutes female delicacy. They make no scruple of having 
their legs aod feet washed in warm water by a slave before , 
strangers ; an operation indeed that is regularly performeii 
every evening. If the motive of such a custom were that of 
cleanliness, the practise of it would deserve pcaise ;. but to- 
observe, the tub with the same water passed round through 
all the branches of the family, aecordis^ toi seniority, is apt 
to create ideas of a very different nature. Most of them go^ 
constantly without stocking* and shoes» even when the ther- 
mometer is down to the freeing point. They generally^how- 
ever, make use of small stoves to place the feet on. The 
young girls sit with their hands before them as listless as- 
their mothers. Most of them, in the distant districts, can 
neither read nor write,, so that they have oo mental resources^ 
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whatsoever. Luckily* perliaps, for them, the paucity of ideas 
prevents titiie from hauging heavy on their hands. Xhe 
history of a day is that of tlieir whole lives. They hear or 
speak of nothing but that such-a-one is going to the city,- ot 
to church, or to be married, or that the Bosjesmaos have 
stolen the cattle of such-a-one, or the locusts eaten their corn. 
The young people have no meetings at fixed periods, as ia 
most country-places, for mirth and recreation. No fairs, no 
dancing, no music, nor amusement of any sort. To the cold 
phlegmatic temper and inactive way oi life may perhaps be 
owing the prolific tendency of all the African peasantry. Six 
or seven children in a family are considered as very few ; 
from a dozen to twenty are not uncommon ; and most of 
them marry very young, so that the population of the colony 
is rapidly increasing. Several, however, of the children die 
in their infancy, from swellings in the throat, and from erup- 
tive fevers. Few instances of longevity occur. Their mode 
of life is perhaps less favorable for a prolonged existence 
than the nature of the climate. The diseases of which they 
generally die in the country are bilious and putrid fevers 
and dropsies. 

' The men are in gefteral much above the middle size, very 
tall and stout, but ill made, loosely put together, aukward, and 
inactive. Very few have those open ingenuous countenances 
that among the peasantry of many parts of Europe speak their 
simplicity and innocence. The descendants of French families 
are now so intermarried with those of the original settlers, that 
no distinction, except the names, remains. And it is a remark- 
able fact that Dot[a word of the French language is spoken or 
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understood by any of the peasantry, though there be many 
Mill living whose parents were both of that natioi^. Neither 
is a French book of any kind to be seen in their houses. It 
would seem as if these persecuted refugees had studied to 
conceal from their children their unfortunate history and their 
country's disgraceful conduct. 

The means of education* it is true, must be very difficult to 
be had among a people so widely scattered over a vast extent 
of country as the peasantry are in the colony of the Cape. 
Some have a |>ersDn in the house whom they call the school- 
master. This is generally a man who had served out his time 
in the ranks. His employment, in this new situation, is not 
only to instruct tlie children to read, to write, to sing psalms, 
and get by heart a few occasional prayers, but he must also 
make himself serviceable in other respects. At one place that 
we passed, the poor schoolmaster was driving the plough, 
whilst a Hottentot had the more honorable post of holding and 
directing it. The children of those who either cannot obtain, 
or afford to employ, such a person, can neither read nor write ; 
and the whole of their education consists in learning to shoot 
well, to crack and use with dexterity an enormous large whip 
and to drive a waggon drawn by bullocks. 

A book of any kind is rarely seen in any of the farmers' 
houses, except the Bible and JViltiam Sluiter's Gesangetiy or 
songs out of the Bible done into verse by the Sternhold and 
Hopkins of Holland. They affect to be very religious, and carry 
at least the practical part of devotion fully as far as the most 
zealous bigots. They never sit down to tabic without a long 
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grace before meat pronouDced with an audible voice hy the 
youngest of the family; and every moming before day-light 
one of William Sluitei''s Gesangen is drawled out in full cho- 
rus by an assembliige of the whole family. In their attend- 
ance at church they are scrupulously exact, though the per- 
formance of this duty costs many of them a journey of seve- 
ral days. Those who live at the distance of a fortnight or 
three weeks from the nearest church generally go with their 
families once a-year. 

Rude and uncultivated as are their minds, there is one vir- 
tue in which they eminently excel — hospitality to strangers, 
A countryman, a foreigner, a relation, a friend, are all equally 
welcome to whatsoever the house will afford. . A Dutch farmer 
never passes a house on the road without alighting, except in- 
deed his next neighbour's, with whom it is ten to one he is at 
variance. It is not enough to inquire after the health of the 
family in passing : even on the road, if two peasants should 
meet, they insthn tly dismount to shake hands, whether strangers 
or friends. When a traveller arrives at a habitation, be alights 
from his horse, enters the house, shakes hands with the men, 
kisses the women, and sits down without farther ceremony. 
When the table is served he takes his place aiipong the family 
without waiting for an invitation. Tliis is never given, on the 
supposition that a traveller in a country so tliinly inhabited 
must always have an appetite for something. Accordingly, 
" What will you make use of?" is generally the first question. 
If there lie a bed in the house it is given to the stranger ; if 
none, which is frequently the case among the graziers of the 
distant district of GraaffKeynet, he must take his chance for a 
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form, or bench, oraheapof sheep skins, among the rest of the 
family. In the morning after a solid breakfast he takes his 
topie, or glass of brandy, orders his slave or Hottentot to sad- 
dle the horses, shakes hands with the men, and kisses the wo- 
men : he wishes them health, and they wish him a good jour- 
ney. In this manner a traveller might pass through the whole 
country. 

If the economy of the African farmer's house be ill managed, 
that of his land is equally bad. The graziers indeed, in many 
places, are not at the trouble of sowing any grain, but exchange 
with others their cattle for as much as may be necessary for 
the family consumption. But even those who occupy corn- 
farms near the Cape seem not to have any kind of system or 
management. They turn over a piece of ground with a huge 
mift-slmpeQ plough that requires eight or ten horses, or a 
dozen oxen, to drag along : the seed is sown in the broad- 
cast way, at the rate of about a bushel and a half to an acre; 
a rude harrow is just passed over it, and they reap from tea 
to fifteen for one. Ko manure comes upon the ground except 
a sprinkling for barley. In low situations near rivulets, where 
the water can be brought upon the ground, they reap from 
thirty to forty for one. "Water in fact is every thing in South- 
em Africa. Not like the Chinese, whose great art of agricuU 
ture consists in suiting the nature and habit of the plant to 
that of the soil, which he also artificially prepares, the Dutch 
peasant at the Cape is satisfied if he can command only a 
supply of water. He bestows no kind of labor on the grouad 
besides that of throwing in the seed ^ the rest is lefl to chauce 
and the «fiects of an excellent climate. The time of seeding 
p2 
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is in the months of May and June; and of harvest, from No- 
vember to Januarj^. The grain is trodden out by horses ou 
circular floors in the open ai^ ; and the stra^v is left to rot or 
to be scattered about by the winds. But of their economy 
and condition I shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

We remained a couple of days in the Hex-river valley in 
making preparations for crossing the desert, and in waiting the 
arrival of two grazing farmers of Graaff Reynet who were to 
meet us by appointment at this place. These people were not 
only likely to be useful in pointing out the places where water 
was generally to be found, but they were also a considerable 
addition to our strength in case of an attack from a sava^ 
tribe of Hottentots known in the colony by the nanae of Bos^ 
jesmanSf or men of the thickets, because, lurking in the cover 
of the shrubbery, they are said to shoot their poisoned arrows 
against the unguarded traveller, for the sake of plundering him 
of his cattle. To oppose these Bosjesmans the farmers gene- 
sally cross the desert in parties, and strongly armed. The poor 
savage, driven by imperious want to carry off an ox or sheep 
to his starving family, who has no other abode than the ca- 
verns of the mountains, often pays in the attempt the forfeit 
of his life ; but it rarely happens that any of the colonists ^l 
by his hands. Yet the name of Bosjesman is held in horror 
and detestation ; and a farmer thinks he cannot proclaim a 
more meritorious action than the murder of one of these 
people. Having asked a boor from Graaff Reynet a few days 
before we left the town, if the savages were numerous or 
troublesome on the road, he told me he had only shot four of 
t)iem> with as much composure and indifference as if he bad 
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been speaking of four partridges. I heard one of tliese hu- 
mane colonists boast of having destroyed with his Ofpn hands 
near three hundred of these unfortunate wretches. 

The two graziers having joined us with each a waggon, and 
a numerous family of children, Hottentots, and Kaffers, we 
proceeded, on the twelfth of July, to the north-east, and in 
four hours gained the summit of the lowest part of the moun- 
tains that inclose the valley. Tlie ascent, which rose by steps 
or terraces, might be about fifteen hundred feet in the dis- 
tance of six miles. From the top towards the east there was 
little or no descent. Here the face of the country began to 
wear an entire new aspect. All the great chains of mountains 
on this side appeared only as hills, and as we proceeded they 
gradually vanished, or their tops only were visible, sinking 
into the horizon. A confined prospect of a rugged surface, 
broken into hill and dale, presented itself on every side. The 
eye wandered in vain to seek relief by a diversity of objects. 
No huge rocks confusedly scattered on the plain, or piled inlo 
mountains, no hills clothed with verdure, no traces of culti- 
vation, not a tree nor a tall shrub, appeared to break the uni- 
formity of the surface, nor bird nor beast to enliven the dreary 
waste. Vegetation was thinly scattered over a bed of brown- 
ish colored clay, and the low and stunted plants were almost 
wholly confined to the succulent tribe. Of these the most 
common were several species o{ mesembri/anthemumy of euphor- 
bia^ crassula, and cotykdon. The grand family of proteas, and 
of the elegant erica had totally disappeared. The road was 
tolerably good, being carried generally over a bed of sand- 
stone crossed with veins of fat quartz, and a kind of ponder 
rous iron-stone. 
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Having travelled about seren hours, in which time the oxen 
had not proceeded about fifteen miles, we entered a long nar- 
row pass between two hills, the faces of which being nearly 
perpendicular and straight, conveyed to the eye a long natu- 
ral perspective like that of a street, a name which in fact was 
given to the place '/ Siraat. The &rther extremity 6f tlie 
pass opened into a level plain, inclosed by small hills, all de- 
tached from each other, and having every appearance of a vol- 
canic origin, except that the sand-stone sti'ata, which shewed 
themselves on their sides, were regular and undisturbed. The 
inclination of these strata in a considerable angle to the hori- 
zon, and the cone-shaped form of tlie hills, made it appear, 
from certain points of view, as if a spiral line of stone twisted 
itself round their sides like the ridge that encircles some of the 
volute shells. Farenheit's thermometer stood at 33' at sun- 
rise ; at noon, exposed to the sun, at 80*, in the shade 55' ; 
and at seven itt the evening it was down at the freezing point. 

The next day's journey was about five-and-twenty miles, to 
a place called Constaapk^ so named afler a Baslaard Hotten- 
tot who bad been tempted by a small spring of water to erect 
% hut and plant a few trees. The drought, however, had soon 
obliged him to quit this retreat Two spreading oaks still 
remained to shade a spring of excellent water, wliich, how- 
ever^ soon lost itself in the sandy surface of the ground. Here 
the thermometer at noon rose to 80" in tiie sun, and at night 
was down to the freezing point. 

On the fourteenth we travelled only twelve miles. The 
road, in some places, was rocky and uneven, and in others 
deep sand. Our oxen were now beginning to droop for want 
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of pasturage. This day's halting place, called Mentjiet hoek, a£^ 
forded a few rushes and abuudauce of succulent plants, among 
which the bullocks of Africa are accustomed to brouze ibr 
want of better food ; not a blade of any kind of grass had ap- 
peared since we entered upon the desert; 'and the sbrub» 
were very thinly scattered over the surface, except in the 
neighbourhood of the few springs that here and there oc- 
curred. At this [^ace there were also the remains of a hut 
and a solitary oak overhanging a spring of clear water. £vea 
these objects served^ in soioe degree, to enliven, and to break, 
the uoiformity of a barren d^ert. To the southward, the 
blue summits of a chaia of barren mountains, called the 
Zwarte Berg, or black mountaius, began to. shew themselves 
in the distant horizon. A butcher from the Cape passed our ea- 
campmcnt with about 6ve hundred head of cattle and five thou- 
sand sheep that he had purchased in the Sneuwberg, or snowy 
mountains. The sheep were in tolerable good condition ;- 
but the cattle were miserably poor. As the greatest part of 
the beeves that are killed at the Cape must travel fbom Graaff 
Reynet across- tliis desert, it cannot be a matter of surprise 
tliat the Cape beef should be uaiversally eomplained against^. 
The knife is generally put into them the pioment they arrive 
from a journey of forty or fifty days, in which, beside the fa- 
tigue of travelling, they have been exposed to the scorching 
rays <^ the sun at one season of the year, and the intense cold- 
of the nights in the otheE, without any shade or shelter; 
without any kind of food but the salt,, acrid,, and watery 
leaves of the dififerent succulent plants that almost exclusively 
grow on the Karroo; sometimes whole days without adrop oS 
water, and most commonly such only as is muddy and saline ;. 
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sometimes their hoofs become so tender by travelling opon 
the hot sand and gravel, that they are obliged to be left on 
the desert ; and they generally arrive at the town in so maimed 
and miserable a condition, as to be very unfit for what they 
are intended. Could the farmers near the Cape be onca 
prevailed upon to sow turnips, which may be produced here 
equally good as in Europe, to plant potatoes, and cultivate 
the artificial grasses, the quality of tlie beef and mutton might 
be very materially improved. A few inhabitants who atall- 
feed their cattle, have their tables supplied with beef little, if 
at all, inferior to what is sold in Leadenhall market; but the 
adoption of such a system would require more labor and ac- 
tivity, aud more attention, than the body and mind of a Dutch 
farmer seem capable of supplying : bis avarice, however great, 
is overcome by the habits of indolence in which he has been 
educated. 

On the fifteenth, from the exhausted state of our oxen, three 
of which we had been obliged to leave behind, we made only 
a short stage of ten or twelve miles to the riet fontet/n, or the 
reed spring, which took its rise out of a high cone-shaped hill, 
with a flat top, and ran in a feebl'' s'.ream to tbe southward. 
The banks were skirted by a thicket of tlie doorn boom, or 
thorn-tree, a species of mimosa, which the two Swedish tra- 
vellers, who have published their researches in Southern Africa, 
have erroneously called the nilotka, or that which produces 
the gum Arabic. The pods of the latter are very long, and 
moniliform, or divided like a string of beads ; whereas the 
karroo mimosa has short sickle-shaped pods. Armed from 
the summit down to tlie ground with enormous double thorns. 
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pointing in every direction " like quills upon the fretful por- 
cupine/* it becomes an impenetrable thicket to most animals 
.except the rhinoceros, whose hide, though not proof against a 
musket-ball, as has been asserted by some naturalists, has little 
to fear from the spines of the mimosa. The bark, being power- 
fully astringent, is preferred to that of any other tree in the 
colony for preparing leather from raw skins ; and the wood, 
being hard and tough, is used for waggon-poles, and as lock- 
shoes for clogging the wheels in steep roads. The trunk 
of the tree yields large quantities of a clear transparent 
gum, which, however, does not seem to have been applied to 
any kind of use. It may be remarked that almost every 
tree, which furnishes tasteless gums or resins, is covered with 
a bark that is highly astringent and austere to the taste. 

The following day we crossed the bed of the Buffalo river, 
which was at least fifty yards in width ; but the quantity of 
water in it was barely sufficient to form a current. The deep 
shelving banks, however, and the wreck of roots and shrubs, 
indicated at least its periodical power, which had forced through 
the black mountains to the southward a grand chasm in its pass- 
age to the eastern ocean. The whole surface of the country 
was hej-e strewed over with small fragments of a deep purple- 
colored slate, that had crumbled away from the strata which 
in long parallel ridges lay in the direction of east and xvest. 
Scattered among these fragments were black stones, whose 
surfaces were blistered or tunie6ed, not unlike in appearance 
to volcanic slaggs, or the scoriat of an iron furnace. Several 
hills of the shape of cones, some truncated near the top pa- 
rallel to their bases, stood detached. irom each other on the 
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plain, apparently throAvn up by volcanic explosions ; but n 
nearer view of the alternate strata of earth and sand-stone, 
regularly disposed in every part, shewed them to be the quiet 
deposition of water rather than the violent ejection of subter- 
ranean fire. This part of the desert was more sterile and 
naked than any which had yet occurred. Scarcely a plant of 
any description threw its feeble leaves o«t of the ^ty sur- 
face, except a few species of the meseoibryanthemum, among 
which was one more luxuriant than the rest, whose leatljer- 
like covering of its fleshy cylindrical leaves served our Hot- 
tentots, when dried, for tinder. 

About ten miles beyond the Buffalo river we encamped for 
the night upon the banks of asmall running brook called Geel- 
hecky windinground a flat sandy marsh overgrown with rushes, 
and abounding with springs whose waters were strongly im- 
pregnated with salt. All the naked sandy patches were thinly 
sprinkled over with a fine white powdery substance not unlike 
snow : it was found in the greatest quantities where the cattle 
of travellers had been tied up at nights ; and it was observed 
almost invariably to surround the roots of a fruitescent plant 
that grew here in great exuberance. 1. collected a quantity of 
this white powder, together with the sand, and, by boiling the 
solutioo and e\^aporating the water, obtained from it chrystals 
of pure prismatic nitre. A small proportion of a different 
alkaline salt was also extracted from the liquor. The plant 
alluded to was a species of saisola^ or salt-wort, with very mi- 
nute fleshy leaves closely surrounding the woody branches. 
It is known to the country-people by the Hottentot name of 
Canna and is that plant from the ashes of which almost all, 
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the soap, that is used in the colony, is made. These ashes, 
■when carefully collected from the burnt, plants, area pure 
white caostic alkali, a solution of which, mixed up with the 
oily fat of the large broad tails of the sheep of the colony, 
and boiled slowly for five or six days, takes the consistency 
and the quality of an excellent white soap. This ,species of 
salsola grows in almost every part of Southern Africa, but par- 
ticularly on those plains known by the name of Karroo, and 
in such abundance that, supposing the plant, ' after being 
cut down and burnt, to be reproduced in five years, the quan- 
tity of soda, or barilla, that might annually be made from 
the ashes would be sufficient, beside ser\'ing the colony, for 
the whole consumption of Great Britain : and as enormous 
sums of money have always been, and continue to be, drawn 
from England to pay the imports of this article, it may per- 
haps be considered as an object worthy of further inquiry. 
According to the present system, however, of letting out the 
government farms, and the high price of labor, none of the 
country- people would find it worth their consideration as an 
article to bring to market. The Hottentots, indeed, might 
be encouraged to prepare it; but the great distance from 
Cape Town, the only market in the colony, and the badness 
of the roads, will always operate against a supply of the na- 
tural products of the country being had there at any reason- 
able rate. Another shrubby plant, with glaucous spear- 
shaped leaves, is generally found among the salsola, the ashes 
of which also give a strong, alkaline lie; but the soap made 
from this plant is said to have a bluish color, and to be of 
a very inferior quality to that made from the former. The 
plant was not in flower ; but it appeared to be the atriplex 
albicanst a kind of orachc. , 
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The hills that surround the plain of Geel-beck are com- 
posed of a dark purple-colored slate ; and among these hills 
■we were gratiBed with the sight of a small herd of that beauti- 
fully marked animal the zebrOf and agreat number of another 
species of wild horse» known in the colony by the Hottentot ' 
name of qua-cha. Tliis animal was long considered as the 
female zebra, but is now known to be a species entirely dis- 
tinct. It is marked with faint stripes on the fore-quarters 
only ; it is well shaped, strong limbed, not in the least vicious, 
but, on the contrary, is soon rendered by domestication mild 
and tractable ; yet abundant as they are in the country, few 
have given themselves the trouble of turning them to any 
kind of use. They are inBnitely more beautiful than, and 
fully as strong as, the mule ; are easily supported on almost 
any kind of food, and are never out of flesh. The zebra has 
obtained the character of being so ferocious and ungovern- 
able as never to be completely tamed, perhaps undeservedly 
JTom some very imperfect and injudicious trials. The success 
of an attempt to domesticate animals that are naturally fierce 
or timid, would seem to require more perseverance and pa- 
tience, more labor, and more address, than fall to the share 
of a Dutch peasant. A vicious animal, taken from a state 
of nature, is not to be tamed with the point of the knife, or 
the lash of the whip ; animals in a wild state are more im- 
patient of pain than such as are already rendered docile and 
accustomed to the cruelties exercised upon them by man ; 
and wounds and harsh treatment serve only to make them 
more fierce and unmanageable. At the landrost's ofZwel- 
lendam I saw a male and female zebra that, while young and 
attended to, were said to have been mild and docile ; but by 
neglect, and probably by teasing, they had become exceed- 
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ingly vicious. One of the English dragoons persisted in 
mounting ttie female. She kicked and plunged, and laid 
herself down, but to no purpose; the man kept his seat; till 
taking a leap from the high bank of the river, she thi-ew both 
herself and the rider into the water; but, still keeping bold 
of the bridle, she dragged him to the shore, when, walking 
up quietly to him, she put her head down to his face and 
completely bit off his ear. 

On many parts of the great desert we saw numbers of os- 
triches scowering the plains and waving their black-and white 
plumes in the wind. This is a signal to the Hottentots 
that their nests are not far distant, especially if they wheel 
round tlie place from whence they started up ; for when they 
have no nest they make o£f immediately on being disturbed, 
with the wing-feathers close to the body. There is some- 
thing in the economy of this animal difierent in general from 
that of the rest of the fealhered race. It seems to be the 
link of union, in the great chain of created beings, that con- 
nects the winged with the four-footed tribe. Its strong-jointed 
legs and cloven hoofe are well adapted for speed and for de- 
fence. The wings and all its feathers are insufficient to raise 
it from the ground ; its camel-sbaped neck is covered with 
hair ; its voice is a kind of hollow mournful lowing, and it 
grazes on the plain with the qua-cha and the zebra. Among 
the very few polygamous birds that are found in a state of 
nature, the ostrich is one. The male, distinguished by its 
glossy black feathers from the dusky grey female, is generally 
seen in company with two or three, and frequently as many 
as five, of the latter. These females lay their eggs in one 
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nest, to the number of ten or twelve each, which thej hatch 
all together, the male taking his turn of Bitting on them among 
the rest. Between sixty and seventy eggs are said to have 
been found in one nest ; and if incubation has begun, a few 
are most commonly lying round the sides of the hole, having 
been thrown out by the birds on finding the nest to contain 
more than they could conveniently cover. The time of incu- 
bation is sxif. weeks. From its not being known that the 
ostrich is polygamous, an error respecting this bird has slipt 
into the l^stema Natura, where it is said that one female 
lays fifty f;ggs. 

The eggs of the ostrich are considered as a great delicacy. 
They are- prepared in a variety of ways ; but that made use 
of by the Hottentots is perhaps the best ; it is simply to bury 
them in hot ashes, and through a small hole made in the up- 
per end to stir the contents continually round till they acquire 
the consistence of an omlet : prepared in this manner we 
very often, in the course of our long journies over the wilds 
of Africa, found them an excellent repast. In these eggs are 
frequently discovered a number of small oval-shaped pebbles, 
about the size of a marrowfat pea, of a pale yellow color and 
exceeding hard. In one egg we found nine and in another 
twelve of such stones. 

At this place it was considered prudent to furnish our Hot- 
tentots, who attended the cattle, with fire-arms, the neigh- 
bourhood having of late been much infested by parties of 
Bosjesmen. They had not been out with the oxen above an 
hour before they were seen returning with six strangers under 
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their guard. They were not, however, Bosjesmcns, but three 
. runaway slaves, and three Hottentots, one of the Jatter of 
which was a girl about twelve years of age. This party had 
lived for some time upon the desert entirely on animal food, 
which they had procured by lurking near the usual halting- 
places of butchers and farmers, and driving off in the night-. 
time a few sheep. Tired of such a mode of life, they were 
very glad to escape from it by entering into the list of our 
attendants. 

On the seventeenth we proceeded about twenty-four miles 
over a rising country, finely marked by bill and dale, but al- 
together barren, except that here and there were straggling 
over the surface a few species of the mesembryanthemum, or 
fig marygold, among which were large patches of the curious 
and elegant ice-plant. At night the thermometer was down 
to the freezing point, and the following morning it had de- 
scended to 30°. The Black Mountains, about fifteen miles 
to the southward, had lost that part of their character to 
which perhaps they owed their name, and were covered with 
deep snow. The nights had been so intensely cold and pier- 
cing, since we entered upon the desert, that our horses, being 
accustomed to the stable, immediately grew sick and low-< 
spirited, and two of them this day died under the severity 
of the weather. A third had a very narrow escape. We 
lost several of our oxen ; but these died rather for want of 
food than from the coldness of the nights. 

On the eighteenth we crossed the Dwyka, or Rhiaoceros 
river, and eocauiped on its banks. The bed of the river was a 
7 
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6ne-grained blue sand, and it generally exceeded a hundred 
yards in width ; but the collected streamlets, creeping over 
its surface, would scarcely have furnished a quantity of water 
sufficient to turn a mill. The rivers that cross the Karroo have 
this difference, which distinguishes them from rivers in gene- 
ral, that, notwithstanding all the tributary streamlets that may 
fall into them, the greater the distance from the source the 
less water they contain. As it seldom rains on the desert, 
they have no supply but from the springs ; and the water, in 
its passage from these, is continually losing of its bulk both 
by absorption and by evaporation. Though the surrounding 
country was destitute of vegetation, a thick forest of mimosas 
covered the banks of the Dwyka, and followed it through all 
its windings. This plant grows indeed on every part of the 
desert, on which it is the inseparable companion of all the 
rivers and all the periodical streamlets. Should a traveller 
happen to be in want of water, the appearance of the mimosa 
is a sure guide to the place where it occasionally at least is 
to be found. 

On the evening of the nineteenth we encamped upon the 
banks of the Ghamkoy or Lion's river. Its distance from the 
Owyka is about twenty miles of the most beautiful road I ever 
haheld. There was i>either stone nor loose sand, nor rut, to 
break tlic equality of the surface, which was level as that of a 
buwUng-green, and consisted of a hard bed of clay bound to- 
gether, and colored brown, with iron. Not a swell of any sort 
intervened to interrupt the line of the horizon, which was as 
perfect as that viewed over the surface of the sea. Here, 
too, as CD that element, the mind was as little distracted by a 
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multiplicity of objects; for in vain did the eye wander in seaxclL 
of tree, or lofty shrub, or blade of grass, or living creature. On 
every side a wide spreading plain, barren as its southern bound- 
ary, the Black Mountains, presented nothing buta dreary waste, 
** a land of desolation." On approaching the river Ghamka 
the face of the country changed a little for the better. Lai-ge 
mimosas skirted its banks, among which were also mingled a 
species of willow with a narrow serrated leaf, a rhm, and the 
hfceum afrum. A considerable stream of water rolled over the 
bed of the river. Here ive meet with hares, partridges, moun-> 
tain geese, and wild ducks of two kinds, in great abundance. 
Hie bine schistus broke out on the banks of the river, and still 
continued to run directly east and west in parallel ridges. 

That part of the Lion's river where we were encamped was 
distant only about twelve miles from a chasm or kloof in the 
Zwarteberg, in the very mouth of which was said to be a farm- 
house, and several otbei^ behind the mountains. As these 
houses all belonged to the district of Graaff Reynet, the land- 
rost was not without hopes of procuring the loan of fresh 
teams of bullocks. Many of our own had already died, others 
were left on the desert, and the rest were quite exhausted by 
the effects of the cotd, of bad water, and little food. We 
therefore quitted the direct road, and turned off towards 
Zwarteberg. A few miles before we arrived at the kloof, a 
party of men, mounted on horseback,, were observed to be 
making for the waggons in f\ill gallop. In coming up with 
the first, they stopt short and fired a discharge of musquetry. 
They loaded again, rode up to the second, and fired a second 
volley : this they repeated before every waggon, and then' set 
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off in full gallop the same way they had approached, and were 
out of sight in a few minutes. This mauoeuvre was intended 
as a salute in honour of the landrost ; and such a welcome re- 
ception, so very different from that he bad experienced pu a 
£>Fmer occasion, from the inhabitants of the first diviuon of 
his district, was no bad omen of the change <^ sentiments, or 
of conduct at least, that had taken place since bis expulsion. 

After a journey of nine days over a dreary and barren desert, 
the traces of human industry, though in a wild sequestered 
corner, hemmed in by huge barren mountains, had no less 
charms than the discovery of land, after a long sea-voyage 
to the weary passenger. We found here iu3t only a most 
friendly reception, but also such refreshments as we began to 
be in want of. Two kinds of wine, the produce of the place, 
were very tolerable. Various sorts of fmits, all of good qua- 
lity. The oranges were already ripe and gathered, and tlie 
peach and almond trees were in full blossom. Vegetables 
were unusually luxuriant in their growth : some of the cauli- 
flowers measured eighteen inches in diameter. The rapidity 
of \'egetation, at thb place, appeared the more remarkable 
on account of its situation at die feet of mountains whose 
summits were buried in snow. It was, however, exposed only 
to the warm north, and completely screened from all other 
winds. The thermometer, during the three days we remained 
here, .was never lower tlian 46", at the ^ame time that the 
appearance of the weather indicated a severe frost every night 
at the distance of a very few miles on the desert. 

The mistress of the mansion, at the age of sixty, and the 
mother ofsixteen chLldrcu, was a tall, straight, well-looking, 

2 
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and active woman ; and all the people, who made their ap- 
pearance from the Black Mountains, were of a stature much 
exceeding the common size of man. The peasantry of the 
colony have always been represented as a gigantic race of 
men. Living nearly in a state of nature, with the advantage 
of having at all times within their reach a supply of food, 
procured without bodily exertion or the fatigue of labor, they 
sometimes attain the greatest possible size to which the hu- 
man species seems capable of arriving. 

From this place may be seen to the northward, across the 
Karroo plains, the chain of mountains which forms the high- 
est step or terrace that has yet been ascended by European 
travellers. The desert rises towards them in a fine swell that 
is clearly perceptible to the eye. An attempt to estimate the 
height of the Nkuwveld Mountains, by having merely passed 
over the country, can be considered as little better than a 
guess. I should suppose, however, from attending to the 
general slope of the country to the northward, as well as the 
sudden elevatioa'from one terrace to another, that the sms- 
mit of this screen of 'mount^ns cannot be less than .ten thou- 
sand feet above the level of the sea. Sdow falls upon them 
to the depth of five or six feet, and continues to bury them 
for as nuiny months. The inferior range of Zwarteberg was 
at this time, for a considerable distance from the summit^ 
covered with snow. These mountains were apparently com- 
posed of the same materials as those already passed ; but the 
detached hilU» near their base, consisted entirely of that spe- 
cies of KOcfc called by Mr. Kirwan the amygdaloid^ which is 
nearly allied to the stone that tho miners of Derbyshire 
have distinguished by the name of toad-stone. The rounded 
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pebbles, embedded Iq this acgillaceous matriX) yrere almost 
invariably tinged with a bright grass-green color. The sub- 
stratum of the mountains still continued to be a blue and 
purple-colored schistus. 

Having completed our stock of provisions, and procured 
from the inhabitants of Zwarteberg the loan of sixty stout 
4]u]locks, we once more launched upon the wide desert, and 
proceeded, on the twenty-third, near thirty miles to a spring 
of water called the Sleutel fontei/n, and the following day en- 
camped on the batiks of the Traka or Maiden river. The little 
water it contained was both muddy and salt, and the sand on 
its banks was covered with a thin pellicle of nitre, out of which 
ivas growing abundance of the salsola before mentioned. 

At sun-rise this morning the thermometer wasdown to five 
Qegrees below the freezing point. This great diminution of 
temperature appeared the more extraordinary, as no change* 
either in the direction or the strength of the wind, had taken 
place. The air was clear and serene, without a cloud in the 
sky, and the weather apparently the same it had been for se- 
veral days in every respect, except in tlie degree of tempera- 
ture. The snow on the mountains could have had little in- 
fluence. The Black Mountains only were near, and they 
were to leeward; the light wind that blew being A-om the 
west, in which quarter scarcely a hillock occurred for the 
space of an hundred miles. 

On the twenty-fifth wesliirtcd the banks of the Traka about 
tjen miles, passed the Ghowka or Boor's river, which was per- 
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fectly dried up, and in the erening arrived at iYi6 GHai Loory 
fonteyiL, in which was only a very small quantity of wat69 
standing in holes, and this was muddy, salt, and bitter, -As 
there was neither herbaceous nor shrubby plants, and as, since 
our departure from Zwarteberg, the oxen had scarcely tasted 
vegetable food, for, independent of the little time allowed them 
to browse, the desert offered only the shrivelled stems of the 
- meserabryanthcmum tribe, it was thought adviseable to con- 
tinue our journey, though in the dark, in search of a better 
place for the refreshment of our cattle ; and as there was reason 
to suspect that it would be some time before we should meet 
with water, we filled our casks with the execrable mixture of 
the Great Loory fonteyn. In the middle of the night we 
airived at a place where once had flowed a nil of water, and 
where still were growing clumps of mimosas, patches of the sal- 
sola, and a few other succulent plants. These, like some ani« 
inals that are said to have the faculty of supplying their owq 
nutriment, are capable of existing for a length of time by the 
juices which their own roots throw out. Our oxen devoured 
them with great avidity : and the horses made a hearty meal 
on the branches of th^ mimosa, at the expence of a consider 
able quantity of blood which the strong sharp thorns drew 
from their moutlis. The acrid juices of the succulent plant^^ 
and the sour herbage of Africa, oblige the cattle to make use of 
various correctives ; and in the choice of these they are no( 
very nice. Old rags, pieces of leather, skins with the hair OB. 
them, dried wood, bones, and even small pebbles and sand, 
are greedily devoured by them. African horses vtty com- 
monly eat their own dung ; and numbers have been destroyed 
in consequence of taking into the stomach vast quantities of 
"flinty sand. ' ■ i 
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From the Little Tjoory fmteynt the place where w6 hdted for 
Ihe refreshment of oar cattle upon the shrubbery that grew 
there, we advanced on the following day near thirty miles 
over-a bed of solid clay, and late at night pitched our tent ia 
the mid^t of a meadow covered completely with herbage knee- 
deep. A transition so sudden from unbounded barrenaess, that 
on every side bad-appeared on the preceding day, to a verdant 
meadow clothed by the mo&t luxuriant v^etation, felt morq 
like enchantment than reality. The hungry cattle, impatient 
to satisfy the cravings of nature, made no small havoc in libe- 
rating themselves from the yokes and traces. The name of 
this spot was Be Beer Valley ; it was a plain of several miles 
in diameter, stretching along the feet of the Black Mountains, 
and seemed to be the reservoir of a number of periodical rivers, 
whose sources are in the mountains of ^iewveldtf of Jfifn/er- 
herg, and Camdeboo. One of these runnibg at this time with 
a considerable current, was as salt as brine. To the taste it ap- 
peared to be as strcHigly impregnated as the water of the Eng- 
lish Channel ; that is to say, it might contain about a thirtieth 
part of its weight of salt. Another river, with little current,, 
called the Karooka, joined the salt river at the head of the 
valley, the water of which was perfectly fresh, but combined 
with earthy matter. The suriace of the valtey was entirely 
covered with two or three species of coarse rusby grasses i 
and all the swamps and springs were buried in large clumps 
of the arundo phragmites or common reed> The streams that 
fell into the valley were finely skirted with tall mimosas, whicb^ 
at their confluence, spread out into a forest of evergreens. 

Such a delightful spot in the midst of a barren desert, afford- 
ing shelter, and food, and water, could not faU of attracting t» 
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it the native inhabitants of the surrounding country ; and here 
accordingly we met with vast variety of game, particularly of 
the antelope family, three difierent species of which we had not 
before observed. These were the spring-bok or leaping ante- 
lope, the ptfgttrga of the Sj/stema Naturts ; the gems-bok or 
pasan of Buffon, the Egyptian antelope of Pennant, and the 
cryx of the Systema Natura ; and the koodoo or the strepsice- 
ro$ of Pallas, and striped antelope of Femiant. 

The spring-bok is a gregarious animal never met with but 
in large herds, some of which, according to the accounts of 
the peasantry, will amount to the number of ten tliousand. 
The Dutch have given a name to this beautiful creature indi- 
cative of its ^ait. T^e strength and elasticity of the muscles 
are so great tliat, when closely pursued, he will spring at a 
single leap from fifteea to five-and-twenty feet. Its usual 
pace, is that of a constant jpmping or springing, with all tho 
four legs stretched out, and off the ground at the same time, 
and at every spring the hair on the rump dindes or sheds, 
and, falling back on each side, displays a surface of «nowy 
whiteness. The swiftest dog in vain attempts to approach tho 
old ones ; but the young kids, which were now numerous, ara 
frequently caught after a hard chace. Both old and young 
are excdlent venison ; and vast numbers are destroyed by tho 
Dutch farmers, not only for the sake of tiie flesh, but abo for 
the skins, of which they make sacks for holding provisions 
and other articles, clothing for their slaves, and, at the time 
of the capture by tlie English, for themselves also and chil- 
dren. The poverty and miserable condition of the colony 
were then so great, that all their numerous flocks and herds 
\rere insufficient to procure them decent clothing. 
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- The gentsbok is also a very beautiful animal, and of a size 
much larger than the springbok. It has none of that timidity* 
which generally marks the character of the antelope ; but, on- 
the contrary, if closely pursued cm* woubded, will coolly sit 
down on its haunches, and keep both sportsman and dogs at . 
bay. Its long, straight, sharp-pointed horns, nsed m defence- 
by striking back with the head, make it dangerous to approach. 
Dogs are very frequently killed by it ; and no peasant, after 
wounding the animal, will venture within its reach till it be 
dead,, or its strength at least exhausted. The flesh of the 
genisbok is recktmed to be the best venison that Africa pro*- 
duces. 

The koodoo is still larger than the gcmsboR, and* the most 
timid perhaps of the Antelope tribe. The usual size of the- 
nale is six feet in length and fotirfeet ten inches high. Th& 
horns of the male, foB the female has none, are more beauti- 
ful than those of any other species yet known of the nume- 
sous family of antelopes ; they are twisted in a spiral form, 
and ran from three- to four feet in length, but are apparently 
ill adapted fer the convenience <^ the animal whose residence 
is mostly in the woods and thickets among the ravines of the 
xioiintains. The ground of the bodyis that of a bhiish mouse- 
colour, tTansTer8e>y marked with white stripes ; on the face-' 
are also two white oblique bands. A black mane adorns its 
seek, and along the spine there is a ridge of white hairs; the' 
throat from the ehinto the chest is furnished with a cr-est of^ 
brown hair; the flesh is dry and without flavour; 

Tlie beds of sand, upon the margin of the valley, were alV 
coveted with saltpetre as- white as snow. Tlie production o9 
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this substance has certainly an influence upon the tempera- 
ture of the air, causing a considerable degree of cold. A full 
hour after the sun had risen the thermometer stood, in the 
shade, at 26', or six degrees below the freezing point. At Lit- 
tle Loory fonteyn, where the soil was hard, dry, and stoney, 
it was ten degrees above freezing ; and about the same time- 
on the preceding morning, on the banks of the Traka, where 
there was also much nitre, the mercury was five degrees be- 
low the freezing point. The weather during the three days 
was perfectly clear, and the wind had not shifted a point. 
That the great changes in - the temperature of the air upon 
the desert, whilst the weather apparently remains the same, 
arise from some local rather than general cause, is pretty evi- 
dent from another circumstance.: in travelling at night upon 
the Karroo, if Uie wind should happen to blow upon the side, 
it is very common to pass through alternate currents of hot 
and cold air, whose difference of temperature is most sensi- 
bly felt. Whether the cooler columns of the atmos,phere may 
have been owing to the subjacent beds of nitre, which fre- 
quently occur on the Karroo plains, or to some remoter cause, 
1 have not grounds sufficiently strong to determine ; but a 
variety of circumstances seem to favor the former suppo- 
sition. 

In looking through the exhalations of these beds of nitre, 
a meteorological phenomenon, of a different nature, was also 
here accidentally observed. In marking, about sunrise, the 
bearing by a compass of a cone-shaped hill that -was con- 
siderably elevated above the horizon, a peasant well ac- 
quainted with: the country observed that it must either be a 
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Dew hill, or that the only one which stood in that direction^ 
at the distance of a long da/s jouraey^ must have greatly in- 
creased of late in its dimensions. Being directed to turiv 
his eyes from time to time towards the qnarter (mi which it 
stood, he perceived, with amazement, that, as the day ad- 
vanced, the hilt gradually sunk towards the horizon, and at 
length totally disappeared. The errors of sight, occasioned 
by the refractire power of the air, are so singular, and some- 
times so \'ery extraordinary, as hitherto to have precluded the 
application of any general theorem for their correction, as it 
is not yet ascertained even through what medium rays of 
light, in their passage, suffer the greatest and least degree of 
redaction. Were this precisely known, observations on the 
subject might lead to a more intimate knowledge of the nature 
of the different currents of air that float in the atmosphere, 
and which without doubt are the cause of extraordinary ap- 
pearances of objects viewed through them. A gentleman^ 
(the late Mr. Ramsden,) to whom the world is much indebted 
lor his many ingenious and useful inventions and discoveries^ 
once proposed to determine the refractive power of different 
liquids and aeriform fluids ; but he died before he had com- 
pleted a course of experiments on this subject, which is not 
less important than curious. 

Our cattle being well refreshed on the meadows of De Beer 
Valley, we advanced about twenty miles, and encamped for 
the night on the banks of Hottentot's riverain the narrow deep 
channel of which were only a few stagnant pools of muddy 
water. Here we were met by some of the inhabitants of Cam- 
deboo, whoj being apprised of the approach of the landrost. 
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had come a journey of two days, and brought with them seT©- 
jbI teams of large fat oxen to hasten his arrival at the Drosdy, 
where he was informed the orderly and well-disposed part of 
the district were anxiously expecting him. 

On the twenty-eighth we pitched our tents at the Poor*, so 
called from a narrow passage through a range of hills that 
branch out from the mountains of Camdeboo and run across 
the desert. ITie plains were here a little better covered with 
flhrufobery, and abounded with duikers and steen-boks, whole 
herds of spring-boks, and qua-chas and ostriches. 

A heap of stones, piled upon the banks of a rivulet, was 
pointed out to me as the grave of a Hottentot ; and on en- 
quiring from our people of this nation if the deceased had been 
some chief, theyinformed me that with them no distinction was 
conveyed after death ; and that the size of the heap depended 
entirely upon the trouble that the surviving friends chose to 
give themselves. The intention, it seemed, of the pile was 
very different from that of the monuments of a similar kind 
that anciently were erected in various parts of Europe, though 
they very probably might have proceeded, in a more remote 
smtiquity, from the same origin, which was that of prevent- 
ing the wolves, or jackals, or other ravenous beasts, from tear- 
ing up and mangling the dead carcase. The progressive re- 
6nement of society converted, at length, the rude heap of 
stones, originating in necessity, into the sculptured marble, 
the useless flatterer of vanity. 

Though the Poort may be considered as the entrance into 
Camdeboo, the firet habitation is twelve miles beyond it, 
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and the second ten miles beyond the first. Ko others appeared 
either to the right or to the lefl, and the surface of the coun- 
try was just as barren and naked as any part of the Karroo. 
The third farm-houae we passed was fifleen or sixteen miles 
beyond the second ; and this was the last that occurred till we 
reached the Drosdy, or the residence of the landrost, which 
was about ten miles farther. It was late in the evening of the 
thirtieth before we arrived at this village, at the entrance of 
which the landrost was received by a body of farmei^ on horse- 
back, who welcomed him by a discbarge of several platoons 
of musquetry. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Sketches made on a Jmmey into the Country of the Kaffers. 

Immediately after our arrival at Graaff Reynet, the Pro- 
visional Landrost, in his list of grievances under which the 
district was then laboring, represented the deplorable state of 
some of its dependencies from the incursions of the tribe of 
people known by the name of Kaffers. Certain chiefs of this 
nation, he said, with their families, and vassals, and cattle, 
were overrunning the whole country : some had even advanced 
as far as the borders of the district of Zwellendam; others had 
stationed themselves on the banks of the Bondage or Sunday 
river, within fifty or sixty miles of the Drosdy ; but that the 
great bulk of them were in that division of the district called 
the Zuure-veldtt or &our Grass plains, which stretch along the 
sea-coast between the Sunday and the Great Fish ri.vers : that 
an inhabitant of Brmfntjes HoogU, another division of the 
district, who, during the late disturbances that had prevailed 
in GraaffReynet, had on all occasions acted a busy part, had 
now sent him a letter, demanding that a command should be 
given to him of a detachment of the formers against a party of 
Kafiers who had passed the borders of this division of the 
district with three or four thousand head of cattle : that he, 
the provisional landrost, had, from certain intelligence of the 
coming of the actual landrost, fortunately withheld bis answer 
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to the said letter ; as in the present state of afiairs, he would 
not have dared to give a refusal. To all the measures indeed 
of the leading party, this poor man had been compelled to 
give his assent : he had in fact been forced by the anarchists, 
as a sanction to their proceedings, to take upon him the title 
of an office, the duties of which he was neither qualified, nor 
indeed suffered, to perform. 

The 6rst business, therefore, of the landrost, after his arrival 
at the Drosdy, was to stop tlie preparations of the farmers for 
commencing hostilities against the Ka£fers, by making it pub- 
licly known that it was his intention to pay a visit to the chie^ 
of that nation, and to prevail on them, if possible, to return 
quietly and peaceably mto their own country beyond the set- 
tled limits of the Great Fish river. This, no doubt, was an 
unwelcome piece of intdligence to the writer of the letter. 
Bad to those of the intended expediti<»i who were to share 
with him the. plunder of the Kaffen' cattle, which, in fact, 
and not any laudable motive for the peace and wel6u« of the 
'district, was the maizispring that operated on the minds of 
those who had consented to take up arms against them. To 
the avaricious and covetous disposition of the colonists, and 
their licentious conduct, was owing a serious rupture with this 
nation in the year 1793, which terminated with the almost 
total expulsion of the former from some of the best divi- 
sions of Uie district: and though in the same year the 
treaty was renewed which fixed the Great Fish river to be 
the line of demarcation between the two nations, and in con- 
sequence whereof the KafFers retired within their proper limits, 
yet few of the colonists had the confidence to return to their 
2 
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former possessions, particularly those in the Zuure Veldt ; a 
circumstance, no doubt, that induced the Kaflers once more 
to transgress the fixed boundary. So long as they remained 
in small numbers in these forsaken parts, and during the con- 
fusion that existed in the affairs of Graaff Reynet, little notice 
had been taken of their encroachments ; but of late they had 
poured OTer in such multitudes, and had made such rapid 
advances towards the interior and inhabited parts of the 
district, levying at tlie same time contributions of oxen and 
sheep on those colonists whose habitations they approached 
in thdr passage through the countiy, that their incursions 
hecame every day more seriously alarming. 

As soon therefore as the landrost should have held a meeting 
of the inhabitants for the purpose of administering to them 
the oath of allegiance to His Majesty, of reading his commis- 
sion, appointing the Hemraaden or members of the Council, 
and settling some other necessary business at the Drosdy, it 
was resolved to proceed to the spot where the Ka£fers had 
posted themselves in the greatest numbers ; and, should it be 
found necessary, to continue the journey frmn thence to the 
lesidence o£ their king ; at the same time to pass through and 
examine as many parts of the country, under the jurisdic- 
tion of Graaff Reynet, as could be done without too great an 
expenditure of time ; and particularly to visit the bay that 
was said to be formed where the Zwart'kopa river falls into 
the sea. 

In the mean time I had ao opportunity of looking round me 
and taking a cursory view of that division of Graaff Reynet, 
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properly sp called. It occupies about ten miles on every side 
of the village. On the north and east it is terminated by the 
Sneuwberg or Snowy mountains, and on the south and west is 
inclosed by the division of Camdeboo. It contains only 
twenty-six families, twelve of whom inhabit the village : the 
rest are scattered over a wild barren country almost destitute of 
tree or shrub, and very little better than the Karroo desert. 
The Sunday river, in its passage from the Snowy mountains, 
winds round the small plain on which the Drosdy is placed, 
and furnishes it with a copious supply of water, without which 
it would produce nothing. The whole extent of this plain is not 
more than two square miles, and it is surrounded by mountains 
two thousand feet in height, from whose steep sides project, 
like so many lines of masonry, a great number of sand-stone 
strata ; so that the heat of summer, incre^ed by the confined 
situation and the reflection of the sun's rays from the rocky 
sides of these mountains, is intensely great ; whilst the cold of 
winter, from their great height, and the proxitaity of the Snowy 
mountains, from whence the northerly winds rush with great 
violence through the kloof that admits the Sunday river, is 
almost intolerable ; not merely on account of the decreased 
, temperature, but from the total impossibility of stirring abroad 
during the continuance of these winds, which in whirling 
eddies carry round the plain a constant cloud of red earth 
and sand.- 

The village of GraafF Reynet is in latitude 32' 11' south, 
longitude 26* east, and the distance from Cape Town about 
500 miles. It consists of an assemblage of mud huts placed 
at some distance from each other, in two lines, forming $. kind 
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of street. At the upper end stands the house of the landrost, 
built also of mud, and a few miserable hovels that were 
intended as offices for the transaction of public business : most 
of these had tumbled in ; and the rest were in so ruinous a 
condition as not to be habitable. The jail is composed of 
mud walls, and roofed, with thatch; and so little tenable, 
that an Knglish deserter, who had been shut up in it as a sus- 
picious character 'for having amused the country people with 
an account of a conversation he had held with some French 
officer, made his escape the first night through the thatch. 
The mud walls of all the buildings arc excavated, and the 
floors undermined by a species of termes or white ant, which 
destroys every thing that falls in its way except wood ; and 
the bats that lodge in the thatch come forth at nights in such 
numbers as to extinguish the candles, aud make it almost im- 
possible to remain in a room where there is a light. 

The village is chiefly inhabited by mechanics, and such as 
hold some petty employment under the landrost. Its appear- 
ance is as miserable as that of the poorest village in England. 
The necessaries of life are with difficulty procured in it; 
for, though there be plenty of arable land, few are found in- 
dustrious enough to cultivate it. Neither milk, nor butter, 
nor cheese, nor vegetables of any kind, are to be had upon 
any terms. I'here is neither butcher, nor chandler, nor grocer, 
nor baker. Every one must provide for himself as well as he 
can. They have neither wine nor beer ; and the chief beve* 
rage of the inhabitants is the water of the Sunday river, which, 
in the summer season, is strongly impregnated with salt. It 
would be difficult to say what the motives could have been 
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that iDtluced the choice of ttiia place tor the residence of the 
laodrost. It could not proceed from any personal comfort o» 
convenience that the place held out ; periiaps those of the 
inhabitants have chiefly been consulted, beiiig the situatioa 
nearly central with respect to the district ; though it is more 
probable that some interested motive, or a want of judgment^ 
or a contradictory spirit, must have operated in assigning so 
wild, so secluded, and so unprofitable a place for the seat of 
the Drosdy. 

On the eleventh of August we set out from Graafi" Reynet 
on our projected expedition, accompanied by two hemraadea 
whom the landrost thought it advisable to take, as b« in- 
tended to assemble the farmers of the distant divisions of his 
district as he passed through them, to read his commis«on, 
administer the oath of allegiance, and to proclaim such parts 
of his public instructions as might particularly relate to the 
Tespective inhabitants. He thought by doing this to spare 
them the trouble and expence of a l(Hig 'journey to the 
Drosdy. 

Our first route lay directly to the southward towards the sea- 
coast, through a country as sandy, arid, and sterile as any part 
of the Great desert, and equally ill supplied with water. Two 
farm-houses only were passed on the first day's journey, which 
was in the division called Camdeboo, a Hottentot word, sig- 
fying green elevations^ a term applied to the projecting but- 
tresses which support the Snowy Mountains, and which are 
mostly covered with verdure. The farmers here are entirely 
grasiers ; and to enable them to feed their numerous herds. 



d by Google 




Digitized by vjOOQIC 



db, Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 6^ 

each occupies a vast extent of country. Notwithstanding the 
barren aspect of the plains, the bullocks were large and ia 
excellent condition, and the sheep were in tolerable good 
order; but the broad-tailed breed of Southern Africa seem* 
to be of a very inferior kind to those of Siberia and oriental 
Tartary : they are long-legged, small in the body, remarkably 
thin in the fore quarters and across the ribs : have very little 
intestine or net fat ; the whole of this animal substance being 
collected upon the hind part of the thigh, but particularly oa 
the tail, which is short, broad, flat, naked on the under side, 
ftnd seldom less in weight than five or six pounds ; sometimes 
more than a dozen pounds ; when melted, it retains the con- 
sistence of fat vegetable oils, and in this state it is frequently 
used as a substitute for butter, and for making soap by boil- 
ing it with the lie of the ashes of the salsola. This species of 
the sheep is marked with every tint of color ; some are black, 
some brown, and oth^^ bay ; but the greatest number are 
spotted : their necks are small and extended, and their ears 
long and pendulous : they weigh from sixty to seventy pounds 
each ivhen taken from their pasture ; but on their arrival at 
the Cape are reduced to about forty ; and they are sold to 
the butchers who collect them upon the spot for six or eight 
shillings a-piece. The annexed is a very accurate portrait of 
a South African sheep. The price of a bullock ia about twelve 
rixdollars, or forty-eight shillings, and the average weight is 
about four hundred pounds. The graziers seldom kill an ox 
for their own consumption, unless it be to lay up in salt. 
Their general fare is mutton and goats' 6esh. The African 
goat is the finest of the species I ever saw, and so wonder* 
fully prolific that it is considered as the most profitable ani- 



d by Google 



«8 TRAVELS IN 

•mal for home consumption, tbat can be kept. Tliejr go 
twenty weeks with young, and seldom have less than two at 
a birth, very commonly three, and frequently four. The flesh, 
though much inferior to mutton, is thought quite good enough 
for the Hottentots in the service of the farmer ; aad the choice 
pieces, well soaked >d the fat of sheeps' tails, are served upon 
his. own table. 

. The wool of the sheep may more properly be considered 
as a strong frizzled hair, of which they make no kind of use 
except for stuffing cushions or matresses. They neither wash 
nor shear their sheep, but suffer this hairy coating to drop off 
on its own accord, which it usually does in the months of 
September and October. The skins are used only as clothing 
for the Hottentots, aprons for their children, bags for holding 
various articles, and other household purposes. 

A h(^ is a species of animal .scarcely known id the district. 
No other reason than indolence can be assigned for the want 
of it To feed hogs there would be a necessity of planting, 
and to this kind of labor they seem to have a mortal antipathy. 
It requires indeed more than usual exertion to throw a little 
corn into the ground for their own bread. Many are not 
even at the trouble of doing this, but prefer the making a 
journey of several days to exchange their cattle for as much 
com as they may stand in need of. To potatoes they have an 
aversion : and, according to their report, the Hottentots even, 
whose stomachs are not very nice, refuse to eat them. It is 
curious enough that this salutary root (though of a poisonous 
nature iu its raw state) has been generally rejected at first by 
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most nations. Strong piejudices existed against it when first it 
was introduced into England, where the privation of it at this 
time would be one of the greatest calamities that could befal 
thecountry. The same reasons which prevent them from breed- 
ing hogs operate against their keeping poultry : these would 
require grain, and this labor. Of wild fowl, such as ducks and 
geese, they can procure in most parts of the country almost any 
quantity, at the expence of a little powder and shot. The larger 
kind of game, however, are generally the objects of the Dutch 
farmers. They have penetration enough to calculate that the 
same quantity of powder required to kill a duck will bring 
down an antelope. Of this tribe of deer, that species men- 
tioned in a former Chapter under the name of the spring-bok, 
is met with on the plains of Camdeboo in such vast numbers 
as are almost incredible. A thorough-bred sportsman will kill 
from twenty to thirty every time he goes out. This, however, 
he usually does by a kind of poaching. He lies concealed 
among the thickets near the springs or pools of water, to 
which the whole herd, towards the close of the day, repair 
to quench their thirst, and by discharging among them his 
enormous piece loaded with several bullets, he sometimes 
brings down three or four at a fhot. Ostriches we met with 
on the same plains in great plenty, and often refreshed our 
whole company with the spoils of their nests. 

On the twelfth, in the space of twenty miles, we saw only 
two farm-houses, one of which was deserted from scarcity of 
water ; and the following day we also passed two habitations. 
Having crossed the Sunday river nine times since our depar- 
ture from Graaff Reynet, and every time in great danger of 
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overturning the waggons, we now quitted it altogether, and 
encamped on the arid plain at a distance from any water. 
This part of the district is called the Zwart Ruggem or 
black ridges. Except the small plain of our encampment 
there scarcely Occurred, in the distance of forty miles^ a 
hundred yards of level ground. The roads over the ridges 
were execrably bad, constantly ascending or descending, 
covered with large fragments of loose stones, or carried over 
ledges of firm rock. 

Though vegetation in general was thinly scattered over 
the stony surface, stunted, and languid, yet some of the 
eminences were tolerably well clothed with a species of en- 
phorlnat whose luxuriance of growth shewed it to be con- 
genial to the soil and the situation. The leaves were erect, 
hexangular, and armed with a row of double spines along 
each edge. It appeared to be the same species of which 
Mr. Patterson has given a drawing ; but it is not here con- 
sidered as a poisonous plant, as he has represented it, 
though a very obnoxious one, as by its spines it prevents the 
cattle from picking up any little herbage that may be grow- 
ing about its roots. Another species of euphorbia, scarcely 
rising above the surface of tlie ground, ia here also very 
common. From a central corona issue, as so many radii, a 
number of round imbricated leaves, containing, like all the 
rest of this genus, a white milky fluid : the central part of a 
full grown plant incloses not less than a pint. The oxen 
pierce the corona with their incisive teeth, and drink the 
milk ; and it is the opinion of the farmers that they become 
&t by feeding upon it. Though less astringent than the fluid 
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that is usually produced by this tribe of plants, it possesses 
. that quality to a very considerabie degree ; yet no sort of 
incoDvenience is known to attend the use of it to the cattle. 
The peasantry collect it for another purpose. When warmed 
over the fire, and stirred round with a soft ochraceous stone, 
it takes the consistence of tar, and in that state is considered 
as an excellent grease for the axes of their waggon wheels. 

We passed, on the fourteenth, a narrow opening, called 
the Poort, through a long range of hills running east and 
west, and extending each way beyond the reach of the eye. 
The approach to the chasm was beautiful and magnificent 
in the highest degree. For the space of three or four miles, 
on the northern side, the road serpentized through a tall 
shrubbery diversified with some of the most elegant and showy 
plants of Southern Africa. Among these were now in the 
height of their blossoms a great variety of the crasattla, a 
beautiful scarlet cotelydont many species of the aloe^ some 
throwing out their clusters of flowers across the road, and 
others rising above the rest in spikes of blood-red blossoms 
not less than fifteen feet in height, African briony clasping 
every bush with its vine-like leaves, 'and a beautiful plant 
resembling the jessamine, whose clusters of white flowers 
scented the whole country. The road through the shrubbery 
was composed of a smooth, yellowish, sandy earth without 
a stone, and did not contain in any part the length of a 
hundred yards in a straight line. The "Biet hergy or Reed 
mountain in the back ground, blushed to the very summit with 
a wood of tall smooth-stemmed aloes bearing long spikes of 
pink-coJored flowers. 
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Having passed the kloof, or poort, we crossed a plain of 
six or seven miles in width, and encamped on the Wolgafon- 
teyn at the feet of another range of hills parallel to the Riet- 
berg, and still more thickly covered with frutescent plants. 
Here we started a herd of fourteen large bufialocs that had 
been rolling in the spring. They were very shy, and scam- 
pered away at a great rate into the thickets which covered the 
sides of the hills. For three days' journey from this place the 
road lay over a country that was finely marked with bold 
hills, plains, gradual swells, and hollows ; but it was wholly 
covered with a forest of shrubbery. Sometimes, for the dis- 
tance of ten or twelve miles, there was not the least opening 
to allow of our turning a yard out of the path either to the 
right or to the left ; and from the heights, where the bushes 
were less tall, the eye could discern only an uninterrupted 
forest. Nothing could be more beautiful nor more interest- 
ing than these grand and extensive coppice woods appeared to 
us for the greatest part of the first day's journey ; but the in- 
convenience they occasioned towards the evening, when v(g 
wished to halt, was seriously felt. There was not a sufficient 
space of clear ground for the tent and waggons, nor to make fast 
the osen ; and, what was the worst of all, nota drop of water. 
The weather had been very sultry, the thermometer fluctuating 
generally from 75° to 8Cf in the shade during the day;yet the 
cattle had only tasted water once in three days. The two nights 
when they were unyoked it was necessary to bind them fast 
to the waggons, that they might not stray into the thicket, 
where they would infallibly have been lost, or devoured by 
lions. The prints of the feet of this destructive animal were 
every where ffesh on the road, and every night we heard 
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them roaring around us ; and, in addition to these, our ears 
were assailed with the various cries of a muUitudo of fero- 
cious beasts that nightly prowl the woods in quest of prey. 
'X'be roaring of lions, the bellowing of buffaloes, the howling 
of wolves, the yelping of jackals, and the timid lowing of our 
oxen, were parts in the nocturnal concert that could not be 
aaid to produce much harmony to us who were encamped in 
the midst of a forest of which we could discern no end. 

On the slope of a hill, towards the southern verge of the fo- 
rest, I distinguished among the clumps of frutescent plants 
several flowers of a streUtzia^ which I took for granted to be 
the reginte, but on a nearer approach it turned out to be a ne^v 
species difiering remarkably in the foliage from the two al- 
ready known. Jnstead of the broad plantain-like leaves of 
these, those of the new species were round, a little compressed^ 
half an inch in diameter at the base, tapering to a point at 
the top, and from six to ten feet high : the flowers appeared 
to be the same as those of the regina;, the colors perhaps a 
little deeper, particularly that of the nectarium, which was 
of a beautiful violet blue. I procured half a dozen roots, 
which 1 sent down to the botanic garden at the Cape ; and 
the plant is now in England, and likely to become as com- 
mon as the other species. A beautiful plant of the palm 
tribe was growing near the strelitzia, from the pith of which 
the Hottentots were said to make a kind of bread. It was a 
species of zainiOy apparently a variety of the cycadis described 
by Mr. Masson. -The leaves were of a glaucous color and 
lanceolate; the leaflets nearest the base pointed with one, 
those about the middle with two, and those at the esti-emitiq«. 
with three, strong spines. 
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On the evening of the seventeenth we encamped on the 
Terdant bank of a beautiful lake in the midst of a wood of 
frutescent plants. It was of an oval form, about three miles 
in circumference. On the western side was a shelving hank 
of green turf, and round the other parts of the bason the 
ground, rising more abruptly, and to a greater height, was 
covered thickly with the same kind of arboreous and succu- 
lent plants as had been observed to grow most commonly in 
the thickets of the adjoining country. The water was per- 
fectly clear, but salt as brine. It was one of those salt-water 
lakes which abound in Southern Africa, where they are called 
zout pans by the colonists. The one in question, it seems, is 
■ the most famous in the colony, and is resorted to by the 
inhabitants from very distant parts of the country, for the 
purpose of procuring salt for their own consumption or 
for sale. It is situated on a plain of considerable ele^'atioa 
above the level of the sea. The greatest part of the bottom 
of the lake was covered with one continued body of salt like 
a sheet of ice, the crystals of which were so united that it 
formed a solid mass as hard as rock. The margin or shore of 
the bason was like the sandy beach of the sea coast, with 
sand-stone and quartz pebbles thinly scattered over it, some 
red, some purple, and others grey. Beyond the narrow belt 
of sand round the margin, the sheet of salt commenced with 
a thin porous crust, increasing in thickness and solidity as it 
advanced towards the middle of the lake. The salt that is 
taken out for use is generally broken up with pick-axes 
where it is about four or five inches thick, which is at no 
great distance from the margin of the lake. The thickness ' 
in the middle is not known, a quantity of water generally 
remaining in that part. The dry south-easterly winds of 
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summer agitating the water of the lake produce on the 
margin a fine, light, powdery salt, like flakes of snow. This 
is equallj beautiful as the refined salt of England, and is 
much sought afler by the women, who always commlssiou 
their husbands to bring home a quantity of snowy salt for 
the table. 

In endeavouring to account for the great accumulation of 
pure crystallized salt at the bottom of this lake, I should 
have conceived the following explanation sufficiently satisfac- 
tory, had not some local circumstances seemed to militate 
strongly against it. The water of the sea on the coast of 
Africa contains a very high proportion of salt. During the 
strong south-east winds of summer, the spray of the sea 
is earned to a very considerable extent into the country in 
the shape of a thick mist. The powerful and combined 
effects of the dry wind and the sun carry on a rapid evapora- 
tion of the aqueous part of Uie mist, and of course a disen- 
gagement of the saline particles : these, in their fall, are 
received on the ground or on the foliage of the shrubbery. 
When the rains commence they are again taken up in solu- 
tion and carried into the salt pan, towards which the coun- 
try on every side inclines. The quantity of salt thus sepa- 
rated from the sea, and borne upon the land, is much more ' 
considerable than at the first thought it might seem to be. 
At the distance of several miles from the sea-coast, the air, 
in walking against the wind, is perceptibly saline to the lips. 
Jt leaves a damp feel upon the clothes, and gives to them 
also a saline taste. The ostrich feather I wore in my hat 
always hung in separate threads when near the sea-coast in 4 
l2- 
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south-east wind, and recovered itself immediately when the 
wind shifted. In short, the air t>ecomes so much obscuretj 
with the saline particles that objects cao only be di&tior 
guished through it at very short distances. And as the^ 
winds prevail for seven or eight months in the year, tli« 
mind can easily conceive that, in the lapse of ages, tb^ 
quantity of salt carried upon the surrounding country, and 
waAcd annually from thence into the common reservoir, 
might have accumulate to the present bulk. 

Were this, however, actually the case, it would naturally 
follow that all the reservoirs of water in the proximity of this 
«ea-coast should contain, more or less, a portion of salt. 
Most of them in fact do so. Between the one in question 
and the sea, a distance of six miles, there are tbree other 
salt lakes, two of which are on a plain within a mile of the 
strand. None of these, however, deposit a body of salt 
except in very dry sunmiers whai the greatest part of the 
water is evaporated. One is called the Red Salt pan, the 
crystals of salt produced in it being fdways tinged of a ruby 
color with iron. This lake is about twice the size of that 
above described. All these should seem to favor the suppo- 
sition of the salt being brought from the sea, were it not that 
close to the side of the lake that produces the greatest quanr 
tity is a stagnant pool or talleyt the water of which is pery 
^ctly iresb. Another strong argument against the hypothesis 
above assumed. is the circumstance of our having discovered, 
on a. future jourckey, several salt pans of the same kind be- 
hind the Snowy mountains, , at the distance of two hundred 
miles ^om the sea-coast, and on an elevation that could not 

a 
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be less titan 6ve or six thousand feet. The soil too on bit 
sides of the Zwart-Kop's salt pan was deep vegetable «trtb, 
in some places red and in others black, resting upon a bed of 
clay, and witliout having the smallest vestige of salt in its 
composition. That salt in a soil was inimical to and destrucr 
live of vegetation was well known to the ancients. In the 
metaphorical manner of the eastern nations in treating things 
as well as ideas, it was usually ordained, after the destnic- 
UoQ of a city, to " throw salt upon it that nothing afterwards 
might grow there." The shrubbery, however, upon the 
banks of this salt lake was beautifully luxuriant to the very 
water's edge. 

A cause, then, less remote remains to be adopted ; and 
the only conclusion seems to be that either salt-water springs 
must exist towards the center of the lake, or the water that 
rests in it must come in contact with a stratum of aal gem or 
rock salt. The latter supposition is perhaps the only satis* 
factory way of accounting for the saltness of the sea ; and if 
the subtenanean strata of this substance be among the num- 
ber of those that are most commonly met with in the bowels 
of the earth, as has been supposed, the efiects that exist 
may easily be conceived to arise from it. The salt of Poland 
alone would probably be more than sufficient to salify tho 
Northern Atlantic. 

We happened to visit the lake at a very, unfavorable season, 
when it was full of water. About the middle it was three 
feet deep, but sufficiently clear to perceive several veins of a 
dark ferruginous color intersecting in various directions the 
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sheet of salt. These were in all probability springs whose 
action had impeded crystallization, and brought up a quan- 
tity of ochraceous matter. I caused a hole four feet in depth 
to be dug in the sand close to the edge of the water. 
The two first feet were through sand like that of the sea- 
shore, in which were mingled small shining crystals of salt. 
The third foot was considerably harder and more compact, 
and came up in flakes that required some degree of force to 
break, and the last foot was so solid that the spade would 
scarcely pierce it ; and one-fifth part of the mass at least was 
pure salt in crystals. The water now gushed in perfectly 
clear and as salt as brine. 

Another object of natural history was discovered about 
five miles north-west from the salt pan. This was on the 
side of a small hill down which ran a streamlet of chalybeate 
water from a spring situated about midway of the ascent. 
Immediately below the spring the stream ran through a 
chasm of five or six feet deep, in the midst of a mound of 
black boggy earth which seemed to have been vomited 
out of the spring. The mound was completely destitute 
of any kind of vegetation, and so light and tumefied that 
it would scarcely support the weight of a man. The water 
was clear, but the bottom of the channel was covered with a 
deep orange- colored sediment of a gelatinous consistence, 
void of smell or taste. In every part of the bog was oozing 
out a substance, in some places yellow, and in others green, 
which was austere to the taste like that of alum. AVhen 
exposed to the flame of a candle it swelled out into a large 
hollow blister, of which the external part bad become a red 
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friable clay» and the interior surface was coated over with a 
black glassy pellicle. The smell given out was at first slightly 
sulphureous and afterwards bitumioous. Great quantities of a 
dark, red, ocbraceous earth was thrown out from the bog in 
small heaps like mole-bills. This when taken between the 
fingers became oily and adhesive, and the color brightened 
to that of vermilion. Both the red, the green, and the yel- 
low substances, when boiled in water, deposited a smooth 
clayey sediment, unctuous to the feel, tastless and colorless. 
The water had imbibed a strong acid, and had dissolved part 
of the copper kettle in which it was boiled, as appeared by 
this metal being brought down on pieces of polished iron. 
The impregnated water changed the color of blue paper. 
The want of chemical tests prevented any farther experi- 
meuts ; but I imagine the substances were sulphuric acid in 
combination with clay forming alum, and the same acid in 
union with iron, composing green vitriol or copperas, which 
the mixture of bituminous or other heterogeneous matter had 
prevented from forming itself into regular crystals. 

The water of the spring was of the same temperature as the 
surrounding atmosphere ; but a farmer who was with us as- 
serted positively that fifteen years ago, when last he was on the 
spot, the water was thrown out warm to a considerable 
degree. His assertion, however, was liable to some doubt. 
Periodical hot springs are phenomena in nature not fre- 
quently, if ever, met with. It is just possible that a portion 
of unsaturated sulphuric acid coming in its disengaged state 
in contact with the water might occasionally raise its tempe- 
rature; but the information of the peasantry on any subject, 
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and in all countries, should be received with a degree of 
caution. Tliose of AfVica, I have generally obsened, are 
much disposed to the marvellous. Before I ascended tlie 
hill in question I was told that the sulfocating smell of sul- 
phur constantly given out was scarcely to be supported, and 
that there was always a prodigious smoke, both of which 
were palpable falsehoods, 

■ We found encamped on the borders of the salt-water lake a 
fanner and his whole family, consisting of sons and daughters, 
and grandcfaildrea ; of oxen, cows, sheep, goats, and dogs. 
He was moving to a new habitation ; and, in addition to his 
Uve-stpck, carried with him his whole property in two wag- 
gons. He advised us to make fast our oxen to the waggons, 
as two of bis horses had been devoured on the preceding night 
by Kons. This powerful and treacherous animal is x'ery com- 
mon in the thickets about the salt pan ; treacherous, because it 
seldom makes an open attack, but, like the rest of the feline 
genus, lies in ambush till it can conveniently spring upon its 
prey. Happy for the peasantry, the Hottentots, and those ani- 
mals that are the objects of its destruction, were its noble and 
generous nature, tbat so oft has fired the imagination of poets, 
realized, and if his royal paw disdained to stain itself in the 
blood of any sleeping creature ! The lion, in fact, is one of 
the most indolent of all the beasts of prey, and never gives 
himself the trouble of a pursuit unless hard pressed with hun- 
ger. On our arrival at a farm-house on the banks of the 
Zivart-kop's river, a Hon had just been shot by a trap-gun j 
and shortly after one of the Hottentots had brought down a 
large male buffalo. This animal (the bos coffer of the Stfstanek 
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Naitira) is the strongest and the fiercest of the bovine genus. 
Nature seems to have designed him as a model for producing 
extraordinary powers. The horns at the base are each twelve 
or thirteen inches broad, and are separated only by a narrow^ 
channel, which 611s up with age, and gives to the animal a 
forehead completely covered with a rugged mass of hom as 
hard as rock. From the base they diverge backwards, and 
are incurved towards the points, which are generally distant 
from each other about three feet. About the » height of a 
common-sized ox, the African bufialo is at least twice its 
bulk. The fibres of its muscles are like so many bundles of 
cords, and they are covered with a hide little inferior in 
strength and thickness to that of the rhinosceros. It is pre- 
ferred by the peasantry to the skin of all other animals for 
cutting into thongs to be used as traces and harness for their 
carts and waggons. The fiesb is too coarse-grained to be 
good ; yet the farmers generally salt it up as food for their 
Hottentots. It is curious enough that the teeth of tbisapeciies 
of buffalo should at all times be so perfectly loose in the 
sockets as tq rattle and shake in its head. 

The lion frequently measures his strength with the buffalo, 
and always gains the advantage. This, however, he is said to 
accomplish by stratagem, being afraid to attack him on the 
open plain. He lies waiting in ambush till a convenient op- 
portunity offers for springing upon the builalo, and fixing his 
fangs in his throat ; then striking his paw into the animal's 
face, he twists round the head and pins him to the ground 
by tbe horns, holding him in tjiiat situation till he expires 
from loss of blood. Such a battle would furuish a grand sub- 
ject for the powera of a masterly pencil. 

VOJ.. I. M 
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If the Dutch have been too indolent to domesticate the 
quacha and the zebra, it is less ainatterof astonishmeDt that 
no attempts have been made on the fierce and powerful buf- 
falo. Any other nation, having possession of the Cape for 
one hundred and fifty years, would certainly have effected it. . 
A male, if taken very young, and suffered to run among the 
cattle, would in all probability have intercourse with the 
cows ; at least the other species of the bovine tribe, when 
domesticated, have been found to mix together without any 
difficulty. Such a connection would produce a change in 
the present breed of cattle in the colony, and without doubt 
for the better : a worse it could not well be than the com- 
mon long-legged ox of the country. 

On the evening of the eighteenth we arrived at Zwart-kop's, 
or Algoa-boofy and found his Majesty's brig, the Hope, which 
had been sent expressly by Admiral Pringle to meet us, rid- 
ing at anchor there. Here we remained for a few days, in 
order to make such observations on the bay, the coast, and 
the circumjacent country, as we deemed to be necessary, and 
the result of which will hereafter be given. 

At the distance of fifteen miles to the westward of the bay, 
and close to the sea-shore, we were agreeably surpri^d in 
meeting with a large forest of many thousand acres of ground 
covered completely with trees of various kinds and dimen- 
sions; the most common was the geel-hout or yellow wood, 
(taxm ehngatm) erroneously called by Thunberg the ilex 
trocea. These trees grow to the amazing size of ten feet in 
diameter, and to the height of thirty or forty feet of trunk, 
clear of branches. The wood is serviceable for many pur- 
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poses, but will not bear exposure to weather. Next to tbc 
yellow wood is the yzer hoiUy iron-wood, {a sideroxylon^ 
growing to the size of three feet in diameter, the trunk straight 
and very high. The wood of this tree is close-grained, pon- 
derous, and of great hardness. Hassagai ftout (the curtesia 
fagittea of the Hortm Kewejisin) is a beautiful tree, which 
grows to the size of the iron-wood, and is used for naves, 
fellies, and spokes of waggon wheels, and for most imple- 
ments of husbandry. The grain of this wood is somewhat 
closer and the color darker than those of plain mahogany. 
Stink hout, or stinking wood, takes its name from an offensive 
excrementitious odor, which is exhaled from it while green, 
and which it retains till perfectly seasoned. It grows to the 
fiize of the gee/ Ao»f, and is by many degrees the best kind of 
wood that is produced in the colony. The grain and the 
shades are not unlike those of walnut ; and many specimens 
from old trees make exceedingly beautiful funiiture. It ap- 
pears to be well calculated for use in ship-building, either as 
fences, beams, timbers, or plank. The stink hout is the native 
oak of South Africa, and I believe the only species found 
at least in the southern jjart of that continent. It may 
therefore not improperly be called the Quercus Africana. Se- 
veral other timber-trees of vast size were growing here, and 
in other places along the southern coast, the number of which 
procured by us amounted to more than forty different kinds, 
of which a list will be given in a future Chapter ; yet jn Capd 
Town there is a general complaint of a want of wood ■ and the 
extravagant demand of six hundred per cent, profit has beerf 
made there for European deals. 
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la addition to the forest-trees, we also met with a great 
variety of small coppice wood ; and the whole coast, for more 
than a day's journey to the westward of Zwart-kop's bay, was 
skirted with a belt of thick brushwood almost down to the 
water's edge. The greater part of the forests of South Afirica 
appears to be encumbered with a species of lichett that covers 
nearly the whole foliage, and hangs from the branches in tufts 
of a foot to three feet in length. This lichen was observed par- 
ticularly to be growing upon the geel houtt and evidently im* 
peded the growth of its branches. 

In the midst of all these forests the miserable hovels in whidi 
the graziers live are the pictures of want and wretchedness. 
Four low Diud-wallst with a couple of square holes to admit 
the light, and a door of wicker-work, a few crooked poles to 
support a thatch of ruBhes, slovenly spread over them, serves 
for the dwelling of many a peasant whose stock consists of se- 
veral thousand sheep and as many hundred heads of cattle. 
The oxen in this particular pasture were not so large nor fat 
as those farther up in the country, nor were the sheep nearly 
so good as those of Camdeboo. One principal article of their 
revenue is butter. An African cow, either from its being of a 
bad breed, or from the nature of its food, or the effects of the 
climate, or perhaps from a combination of these circumstan- 
ces, gives but a very small quantity of poor milk. Four 
quarts a-day is considered as something extraordinary, and 
about half the quantity is the usual average of a cow at the 
very top of her milki The butter is sometimes tolerably 
good ; but the custom of plunging the whole milk into tlie 
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churn without suffering it to stand aud cast the cream, 
operates generally against its being so ; and the management 
of the dairy being entrusted to the care of a Hottentot, whose 
cleanliness is not the most prominent feature in her character, 
does not enhance its goodness cither in idea or reality. 

The country about Zwart-kop's bay seems to be well 
adapted for the cultivation of grain. The farmers here give 
themselves no trouble to manure the land, yet reckon upon 
a return of twenty-five, thirty, and even forty, for one, espe- 
cially if a stream of water can occasionally be turned upon 
the ground. On stiff clayey land a small quantity of sheep's 
dung is sometimes employed to prevent the fragments from 
clogging together, and to make their parts less tenacious. 
The little value they attach to manure is obvious from the 
heaps of dung that are piled up about the houses in those 
places where the cattle, in order to preserve them from beasts 
of prey, are pent up at nights. These consist of circular or 
square spaces, shut in by dead branches of the thorny mi- 
mosa, which are called kraals, a name they have also thought 
proper to transfer to the collected huts of the Hottentots or 
Kaffers. The beds of some of these kraals were not less than 
ti^elve feet deep of dung, unmixed with any other material; 
but this is neither the only nor the least offensive nuisance with 
which the hovel of a Dutch peasant is usually surrounded. 

The great fertility of the land in this part of the colony is not 
however any inducement for the farmer to extend the cultivation 
of grain beyond the present limited quantity, as he can have no 
demand for his produce unless a regular coasting trade were 
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ustablislied. They would be very glad to find a market for 
their grain at a fised contract price, even as low as two shill- 
ings and eight-pence for a Winchester bushel delivered at 
Zwart-kop's bay. The wheat of the Cape is a large full grain., 
weigliing usually from sixty-one to sixty-five pounds a bushel. 
Immediately after the capture, a small cargo was sent tu 
Europe, which sold in Mark-lane market at a higher price 
than the best English wheat that appeared on the same day. 

The valley through which the Zwart-kop's river meanders 
in its' course to the bay, is a fertile tract of country, the 
greater part of it capable of being laid under water. It is 
twenty miles in length and between two and three in width. 
The hills, that on each side rise with an easy slope, exhibit 
an unbroken forest of evergreen plants holding a middle rank, 
in point of size, between shrubs and trees. The tree crassula, 
several species of the aloct of the euphorbia, and other succu- 
lent plants, were also mixed with the shrubbery, and grew 
with remarkable exuberance. The whole of this beautiful 
valley is divided between four families, each having not less 
than five thousand acres of land independent of the enclosing 
hills covered with wood. Yet not satisfied with the possession 
of this enormous quantity, they have made several attempts 
to bum down the forest, that the cattle jnight more convex 
niently come at the tufts and patches of sweet grass that 
abound within it. Hitherto all their endeat'ours have proved 
fruitless. Tlie moment that the succulent plants, particularly 
the great ahes and euphorbias, became heated, the expanded 
air within them bursts open the stems, and their juices, rush- 
ing out in streams, extinguished the fire. 
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In one part of the valley tlicre is a morass of considerable 
extent, which however, by cutting one single drain, might be 
converted into a very beautiful meadow. The vast numbers 
of the Egyptian and the Mountain goose, of teals, and several 
other species of ducks, that harbour in the reeds by which 
the swamp is covered, are incredible, and the damage which 
the farmers sustain by them in their crops is said to be very 
considerable. I have seen indeed a field literallj' covered 
with them; and they were too bold to be driven away by 
shooting at them. The buffalos also descend from the thick- 
ets by night, and commit great depredations among the corn. 
These huge animals are, however, much more easily chased 
away than the geese, and make a precipitate retreat at the 
report even of a musquet. 

This mareh or morass concealed also a specits of antelope, 
or goat, called the riei-bok, or reed-goat, which does not ap- 
pear to be described in the Systema Natura. In color and 
size the male has a considerable resemblance to the leucophcea 
or blue antelope. Its horns are from nine inches to a foot 
in length, diverge a little towards the points which are beat 
forwards, and are annulated about one-fourth of the length 
from the base. A crest of short hair runs from the throat to 
the chest, which circumstance may probably assign it e^ 
place in the goat genus. The distinction however between 
these two genera seems to be arbitrary and not drawn by na- 
ture. The reed goat is a very rare animal, and known only 
in few parts of the colony. Another species of antelope is' 
very common in the neighbourhood ofZwart-Kop's bay. It is 
known by the Hottentot name of orabk. Except in color and 
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size, being of a darker brown and a little larger, it bore a con- 
siderable resemblance to the sleenbok : it is marked on the 
face with two yellow lines. Here also we met with that beau- 
tiful little animal the roi/al antelope of Pennanti and the ptfg- 
ffiteaof the Systema Natura, Excepting the pigmy musk-deer, 
the royal antelope is ibe smallest of the hoofed quadrupeds : 
the height is from nine to twelve inches ; the sides of a light 
brown passing into an ash-colored blue on the back : the horns 
are about an inch and half long, erect and parallel, black, 
polished, and shining like marble : its habits are mild and in- 
nocent. The boschbok or wood-deer, the antelope stflvatica, 
with its white-spotted haunches, was common among tbe 
thickets, and the gricsbok, the steenbok, and the duiker, were 
equidly plentiful upon the plains. 

Of birds, beside the ducks and geese already noticed, 
there was a great variety of water-fowl, such as flamingos, pe- 
licans, and several species of cranes. Partridges, pheasants, 
and bustards were also abundant The bird which at the 
Cape is called a pheasant is in fact a tetraa or grouse, with 
remarkably strong spurs on the legs, and two spurious ones 
just below the knee joint. In addition to the two species of 
bustards, known in the colony by the name of korhaanst at 
this place we procured a third, which appeared to be by 
much the finest bird we had hitherto met with in Southern 
Africa, and which, though sufiiciently common, is not des- 
cribed in the Systema Natures. It is called here the wilde 
pauwy or wild peacock, a name common with another large 
and elegant bird, the ardea pavonina or balearic crane. The 
bird in question is a species of o/is, and is nearly as large as 
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the Norfolk bustard. The featliers of the neck are long, very 
thick> and loose, like those of a domestic fowl, of a bright 
Chesnut color on the upper part, and an ash-culored blue 
under the throat and on the breast. The feathers of the back 
beautifully undulated with black and brown lines, the belly 
white; the tail featheis from sixteen to twenty in number, 
tnarked across with alternate bars of black and white ; the 
spread of the wings seven feet, and the whole length of the 
bird three feet and an half. It is generally met with in the 
neighbourhood of farm-houses ; and to all appearance might 
very easily be domesticated : the flesh is exceedingly good, 
with a high flavor of game. In the vicinity of the woods we 
saw a great number of the falco serpentariust called, ridicu- 
lously enough, the secretary bird, from the long featheis of its 
crest being supposed to resemble the pens that it was the 
custom for merchants* clerks to stick in the hair. The «r- 
pentarius is the avowed enemy of snakes, on which account 
he is considered, both by the Colonists and the Hottentots, as 
a sort of privileged bird. Of the several kinds of snakes 
which they here enumerate, one only was considered as in- 
noxious ; this was the boom slange or tree-snake, so called 
ftom its being generally found coiled round the branches of 
trees ; it is from six to ten feet in length, very thick, and of 
a dark steel-blue color approaching nearly to black. It is 
said to take its abode in trees for the sake of procuring its 
food with the greater convenience, which in general consists 
of the smaller kinds of birds. The fascinating power ascribed 
to certain snakes of drawing animals within their reach by 
fixing their eyes upon them, or by some other means, has 
often been mentioned and as often doubted. When a fact is 
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stated of so extraordinary a nature that the generality of roan-* 
kind could not have observed it, individaal testimony is nofe 
always of sufficient force to establish general belief. In the 
southern part of Africa, where snakes are every where met 
with in great abundance, the fact with regard to their fasci- 
nating power over birds is so well known that very few of the 
peasantry will hesitate to vouch for the truth of it from per- 
sonal observation ; but I have never beard it supposed here 
that the inBuence of the charm was extended to the human 
species, as has been asserted, seemingly on good authorities, 
t» be the case in parts of Asia and North America. The 
most formidable species of this venomous tribe of animals ia 
the colony of the Cape is the hooded snake, which they call ' 
. the cobra capclla. The Hottentots, though well acquainted 
with several vegetable antidotes against the poison of ser- 
pent^ are very much afraid of this particular species. The 
most approved remedy among the Dutch is the slange steen or 
saake-stone, which they hold to be infallible. This antidote 
appears to be in fact nothing more than a piece of firm bone 
of some animal made into an oval shape, and burnt round the 
edges so as to leave a whitish spot In the middle. The coun- 
try-people, who purchase this remedy under the idea of its 
being a stone taken out of the head of a certain species of ser- 
pent, were very much astonished oa being told that it was 
only a piece of bone ; and the more so on finding that this 
substance stood their test of the goodness of the siange steen, 
which was that of throwing out bubbles on the surface when 
immersed in water. To the porosity of the bone may be as- 
cribed its healing qualities, if it actually possesses any ; for 
which reason any otlier substance made up of capillary 
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tubes,- as common sponge for instance, might perhaps bo 
equally efficacious. , . ^ 

About twenty miles to the westward of Zwart-kop's bay is 
another wide, open, unsheltered indentation in the coast) 
called Camtoos bay> into which fall the Krommd river, the 
Camtoos river, Van Staaden's river, and several other inferioK 
streams. At the mouth of the Kromm6 river two or three 
ships may ride at anchor in tolerable good shelter from most 
winds except the south-east. The country that surrounds this 
large bay is covered with thick brushwood, and in places with 
clumps of forest-trees. Near the mouth of Van Staaden's 
river we found, in the steep sides of a deep glen, several Epe-> 
cimens of a lead ore. It was of that species known by the 
name of galena, or lead mineralized with sulphur. The masses 
had no appearance of cubic crystallization, but were granu- 
lar and amorphous in some specimens, and the surfaces in 
othere were made up of small facets. This sort of galena, is 
sometimes called by miners white stiver ore, on account oftha 
large proportion it has been fbnnd to contain of that metal. 
It is well known that all galenas contain more or less of siU 
Ver ; and it has been observed that those whose configtfratiott 
is least distinct have the greatest proportion, the hetero- 
geneous metal having disturbed and obstructed the natural 
arrangement of the particles, which would be that of a ma* 
thematical cube if perfectly pure. The vein of the ore was 
about three inches wide and an inch thick, and it appeared 
to increase both in width and thickness as it advanced un- 
der the stratum of rock with which it was covered. The 
'i*angiie or matrix was quartoze sand-sfono of % yellowish 
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tinge> cellular and 6brous, harsh to the feel, and easily bro- 
ken. 

Some experiments were formerly made, in a rough way, at 
the Cape of Good Hope, upon specimens of this identical vein 
of lead-ore, by Major Van Dhen, an officer in the Dutch ser- 
vice, and the result of these proved it to be uncommonly rich 
in silver. According to this gentleman's statement of the assay, 
two hundred pounds of the ore contain one hundred pounds 
of pure lead and eight ounces of silver. Should this on a more 
accurate trial turn out to be the case, it may hereafter prove a 
valuable acquisition to the colony. Lead mines, it is true, ^re 
generally very deep below the surface of the ground, and the 
working of them is both troublesome and expensive. But here 
a vein of rich ore, shewing itself at the surface, gives reason- 
able grounds for presuming that the large body of the mine 
may not lie at any great depth, and if so it would be worked 
advantageously. The surrounding country is particularly &• 
vorable for the prosecution of such an undertaking. Wood 
is in such abundance both for building and for fuel, that it 
would not be exhausted in an age. Two streams of water 
unite in the bottom of the glen. The country would support 
with cattle and corn any number of people that might be re- 
quired to carry on the works ; and the distance of the mine 
is only five miles from the mouth of Van Staaden's river in 
Camtoos bay. 

Having finished our observations on Zwart-kop's bay and the 
adjoining country, the next step was to make the best of our 
way to the eastward along the sea-coast where the Kafiers 
were said to have stationed themselves in the, greatest num- 
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bers. An old Hottentot, who on former occasions had sensed 
ss interpreter between the landrosts of Graaff Beynet and 
the Kafier Chie^, bad, according to appointment, joined us 
with his suite, consisting of about half a dozen of his coun- 
trymen. The landrost, on his joining ns, invested him with 
bjs staff* of office, a long stick with a brass head on which was 
engraven the king's arms. By such a staff, in the time of the 
Dutch government, a Hottentot was constituted a captain ; 
and, by the number they created of these captains, the ruin 
of their respective hordes was much facilitated. But these 
cafktains are now no more ; they and their tribes have en- 
tirely disappeared, and our old Captain Haasbeck commands in 
Graaff Reynet without a rival- 
Twenty years ago, if we may credit the travellers of that 
day, the country beyond CamtOos river, which was then the 
eastern limit of the colony, abounded with kraals or villages 
of Hottentots, out of which the inhabitants came to meet 
them by hundreds in a groupe. Some of these villages might 
still have been expected to remain in this remote and not very 
populous part of the colony. Not one, however, was to be 
found. There is not in fact in the whole extensive district 
of Graaff Reynet a single horde of independent Hottentots; 
and perhaps not a score of individuals who are not actually 
in the service of the Dutch. These weak people, the most 
helpless, an<1 in their present condition perhaps the most 
wretched, of the human race, duped out of their possessions, 
their country, and their liberty, have entailed upon their mi- 
serable ofi^pring a state o( existence to which that of slavery 
might bear the comparison of happiness. It is a condition. 



d by Google 



54 TRAVELS IN 

however, not likely to continue to a very remote . p'osterity^ 
The name of Hottentot will be forgotten or remembered only 
as that of a deceased person of little note. . Tb^r numbers of 
late years have been rapidly on the decline. It has generally 
been observed that wherever Europeans have colonized, the 
■less civilized natives have always dwindled away, and at 
length totally disappeared. Various causes have contributed 
to the depopulation of the Hottentots. The impolitic custom 
of hording together in families, and of not marrying out of 
their own kraals, has no doubt tended to enervate this race 
of men", and to reduce them to their present degenerated con- 
dition, which is that of a languid, listless, phlegmatic people, 
in whom the prolific powers of nature seem to be nearly ex- 
hausted. To this may be added their extreme poverty, scan- 
tiness of food, and continual dejection of mind, arising from 
•the cruel treatment they receive from an inhuman and un- 
feeling peasantry, who having discovered theraselvea to be re- 
moved to too great a distance from the seat of government to 
be awed by its authority, have hitherto exercised, in the most 
wanton and barbarous manner, an absolute power over these 
poor wretches, whom they had reduced to the necessity of de- 
pending upon them for a morsfcl of bread. There is scarcely 
an instance of cruelty, said to have been committed against 
the slaves in the West- India islandsj that could not find a pa- 
rallel from the Dutch farmers of the remote districts of the 
colony towards the Hottentots in their service. Beating arid 
cutting with thongs of the hide of the sea-cow or rhinosce^ 
tos', are only gentle punfehments, though these sort of whipsi 
wWc^ they call «ftffm6oc», are most horrid instruments, being 
tough,'p1iant} and heavy almost as lead. Firing small shot 
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into the legs and thighs of a Hottentot is a punishment not 
unknown to some of the monsters who inhabit the neighbour- 
hood of Camtoos river. And though death is not unfre- 
quentljr the consequence of punishing these poor wretches in 
a moment of rage, yet this gives little concern to the farmer ; 
for though they are to all intents and purposes bis slaves, yet 
they are not transferable property. It is this circumstance 
irhich} in his mind, makes their lives less valuable, and their 
treatment more inhuman. 

In offences of too small moment to stir up the phlegm of a 
Dutch peasant, the coolness and tranquillity displayed at tho 
punishment of his slave or Hottentot is highly ridiculous, 
yet at the same time indicative of a savage disposition to 
unfeeling cruelty lurking in his heart. He flogs them, not 
by any given number of lashes, but by time; and as they 
have no clocks nor substitutes for them capable of marking 
the smaller divisions of time, he has invented an excuse ibr 
the indulgence of one of his most favorite sensualities, by- 
dogging them till be has smoked its many pipes of tobacco 
as he may judge the magnitude of the crime to deserve. The 
government of Malacca, according to the manuscript journal 
of an inteltigebt officer ia the expedition against that settle- 
ment, has adopted the same custom of flogging by pipes ; and 
the fiscal or chief magistrate, or some of his deputies, are the 
smokers- on such occasions. 

^y a resolution of the old government, as unjust as it was 
inhuman, a peasaat was allowed to claim, as hjs property, till' 
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the age of five-and-twenty, all the children of the Hottentots in 
his service to whom he had given in their infancy a morsel of 
meat. At the expiration of this period the odds are ten to one 
that the slave is not emancipated. A Hottentot knows nothing 
of l)is age ', ** he takes no note of time." And though the spi- 
rit that dictated this humane law expanded its bene6cencc in 
favor of the Hottentot by directing the farmer to register the 
birth of such children as he may intend to make his slaves, yet 
it seldom happens, removed as many of them are to the distance 
of ten or twelve days' journey from the Di'osdy, that the Hot- 
tentot has an opportunity of inquiring when his servitude will 
expire ; and indeed it is a chance if he thinks upon or even 
knows the existence of such a resource. Should he be fortu- 
nate enough to escape at the end of the period, the beat part 
of his life has been spent in a profitless servitude, and he is 
turned adrift in the decline of life (for a Hottentot begins 
to grow cAd at thirty) without any earthly thing he can call 
his own, except the sheep's skin upon his back. 

The condition of tliose who engage themselves from year to 
year is little better than that of the other. If they have al- 
ready families, they erect for them little straw-huts near the 
farm-boiise. Their children are encouraged to run about 
the house of the peasant, where they receive their morsel of 
food. Thb. alone is deemed sufficient to establish their claim 
to the young Hottentots ; and should tUe parents, at the end 
of the term for which they engaged, express a desire to quit 
the service, the fanner will probably suffer them to go, perh^M 
-tvro them away,.but he will detain their children. 
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those who are unmarried and free are somewhat better in 
their situation than, the others, though not much. The piti- 
fill wages they agree for are stopped upon every frivolous oc- 
casion. If an ox. or a sheep be missing, the Hottentot must 
replace them ; nor would he be suffered to quit his service 
till be. has earned the value of them. An ox, or a couple of 
cows, or a dozen sheep, worth forty or fif^y shillings, are the 
usual wages of a whole year ; and it frequently happens that 
a bill for tobacco or brandy is brought against him to the 
full amount of them. 

In such a situation, and under such circumstances, it may 
easily be supposed that the Hottentot has little inducement 
to engage in marriage. Those who do so have seldom more 
than two or three children ; and many of the women are bar- 
ren. This, however, is not the case when a Hottentot wo- 
man is connected with a whit^ man. . The fruit of such an 
alliance is not only in general numerous, but are beings of a 
very different nature from the Hottentot, men of six feet 
high and stout in proportion, and women well made, not ill- 
featured, smart, and active. These people, whom the Dutch 
call basiaardSf generally marry with each other, or with persons 
of color, but seldom with Hottentots, so that it is probable 
this mixed breed in a short time will supplant that from which 
they arc descended in the female line. The Hottentot girls in 
the service of the colonists are in situations too dependant to 
dare to reject the proffered embraces of the young peasantry. 

It has frequently been observed that a savage who dances 
and sings must be happy. With him these operations can 
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only be the effects of pleasurable sensations floating in ha 
mind : in a civilized state, they are arts acquired by study, 
followed by fashion, and practised at appointed times, with- 
out having any reference to the passions. If dancing and 
singing were the tests by which the happiness of a Hottentot 
was to be tried, he would be found among the most miser' 
able of all human beings ; I mean those Hottentots living 
with the farmers of Graaff Reynet in a state of bandage. 
It is rare to observe the muscles of his face relaxed into a 
smile. A depressed melancholy and deep gluom constantly 
overspread his countenance. A Ghonaqua man and a young 
Hottentot girl from Sneuwberg, both of them in the service 
of one of the farmers who crossed the desert' with us, were 
the only two I had hitherto met with who seemed to have 
any taste for music. They had different instruments; one 
was a kind of guittar with three strings stretched over a 
piece of hollow wood with a long handle ; it was called in 
their language gaboxm. The other inftniment was extremely 
simple : it consisted of a piece of sinew or intestine twisted 
into a small cord, and fastened to a hollow stick about three 
feet in length, at one end to a smell peg, which, by turning, 
brings the string to the proper degree of tension, and at the 
other to a piece of quill fixed into the stick. The tones of 
this instrument are produced by applying the mouth to the 
quill, and are varied according as the vibratory motion is 
given to the quill and string by inspiration or expiration. 
~It sounds like the faint murmurs of distant music that 
** comes o'er the ear," without any distinct note being 
«nade out by that organ. This instrument was called the 
gowra; 3 
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Of the very few Hottentots in the district of Graaff Reynet, 
who, besides our interpreter, had preserved a sort of inde- ' 
pendance, and supported themselves, partly by the chacct 
and partly from the labors of their children who were in ser- 
vitude, was a small party of four or five old men who paid 
us a visit near the woods of Bruyntjes HoogtS. These men 
carried the ancient weapons of their nation, bows, and 
quivers charged with poisoned arrows. The bow was a plain 
piece of wood from the guerrie boschf which is apparently a 
species of rhus ; and sometimes the Hassagai wood is used 
for the same purpose. The string, three feet long, was com- 
posed of the fibres of the dorsal muscles of the spring-bok 
twisted into a cord. The stem of an aloe furnished the 
quiver. The arrow consisted of a reed» in one extremity of 
which was inserted a piece of higbly-polished solid bone 
irom the leg of an ostrich, round, and about fire inches in 
length ; the intent of it seemed to be that of giving weight, 
strength, and easy entrance to this part of the arrow. To 
the end of the bone was affixed a small sharp piece of iron of 
the form of an equilateral triangle ; and the same string of 
sinews that bound this tight to the bone, served also to con- 
tain the poison between the threads and over the surface, 
which was applied in the consistence of wax or varnish. 
The string tied in also at the same time a piece of sharp 
quill pointed towards the oppmite end of the arrow, which 
was not only meant to increase the difficulty of drawing it 
out, but also to rankle and tear the flesh, and to bring the 
poison more in contact with the blood. The whole length 
of the arrow was barely two feet. There are several plants 
in South Africa from which the Hottentots are said to ex* 
OS 
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tract their poisons by maceratiog the leaves or branches, and 
inspissating the juices, either by boiling or by exposure to 
the heat of the sun ; but the poison taken from the beads of 
snakes, mixed with the juices of certain bulbous-rooted plants, 
is what they mostly depend upon. This party of old men 
had killed a bartebeest with a poisoned arrow by wounding it 
in the thigh. The animal had run about half an hour afitcr 
receiving the wound before it fell. They immediately cut 
away the flesh round the wound, and squeeze out the blood 
from the carcase, after which they know from experience that 
the flesh taken into the stomach will do them no injury^ 
though the animal was killed with a poisoned weapoo. 

The ancient manners and primitive character of this extra- 
ordinary race of men are, no doubt, much changed since 
their connection with the colonists;., and the neam they are 
found to the capita) and those parts which are most inha- 
bited by Europeans, the less of course they retain of them. 
If at any time they composed societies governed by fixed 
laws, swayed by customs, and obserrant of religious ceremo- 
nies, many of which, as related among the fables of ancient 
voyagers, and revived by some modern traveller, »rc,so 
absurd and so extremely ludicrous as to create the strongest 
doubts of their luiving ev^ existed, they have now so com- 
pletely lost them that not a single trace remains behind. 
The name even that has been given to this people is a febrica- 
tion. Hottentot is a word that has no place nor meaning in 
their language ; and they take to themselves the name under 
the idea of its being a Dutch word. Whence it has its 
derivation, or by whom it was first given, I have not been 
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able to trace. When the country was first discovered, and 
when they were spread over the southern angle of Africa, as 
an independent people, each horde had its particular name ; 
but that by which the collective body as a nation was dis- 
tinguished, and which at this moment they bear among them- 
selves in every part of the country, is Quaiqua. From living 
together in particular clans, and in later times, from mixing 
with different people, the Hottentots of one district differ 
very considerably from those of another. The part of tlie 
country we now were in, being the last that ,was colonized, 
was inhabited most probably by such as had retained more 
of their original character than the others ; and it is those 
in particular to whom the following remarks are meant to 
apply. 

Lotr as they are sunk in the scale of humanity, their cha- 
racter seems to have been generally much traduced and mis- 
represented. It is true there are not many prepossessing 
features in the appearance of a Hottentot, but many amiable 
and good qualities have been obscured by the ridiculousand 
false accounts with which the world has been abused. They 
are a mild, quiet, and timid people ; perfectly harmless^ 
honest, faithful ; and, though extremely phlegmatic, they are 
nevertheless kind and affectionate to each other, and by no 
means incapable of strong attachments. A Hottentot will at 
any tfme share his last morsel with his companions. They 
have little of that kind of art or cunning that savages 
generally possess. If accused of crimes of which they have 
been guilty, they generally at once divulge the truth.. They 
seldom quarrel among themselves or make use of provoking 
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language. Though naturally of a fearful and cowardly dis* 
position^ they are seldom backward in undertaking adventu- 
rous and dangerous exploits if led on by their superiors ; and 
they suffer pain with great patience. They are by do means 
de6cient in talent, but they possess little exertion to, call it into 
action : their indolence was in &ct the |mncipal cause of their 
ruin ; in a Hottentot it becomes a real disease, whose only 
remedy seems to be that of terror. The pains of hunger are 
insufScient to offset the cure. Rather than to take the trou- 
ble of procuring food by the chace, or by digging the ground 
for roots, they will cheer^Uy fast the whole day provided they 
may be allowed to sleep. Instances frequently occured in 
the course of our journey, when our Hottentots have passed 
the day without a morsel of food, rather than give themselves 
the trouble of walking half a mile to procure a sheep. Yet 
patient as they are of hunger, they are at the same time the 
greatest gluttons upon the face of the earth. Ten of our 
Hottentots ate the whole carcase of a middling-sized ox, 
«xcept the two hind legs, in three days; but they had very 
little sleep during the time, and had fasted the two preceding 
days. With them the word is to eat or to sleep. When 
they cannot indulge in the gratification of the one, they 
generally find immediate relief in the arms of the other. 

Their manner of eating strongly marks the voracity of their 
appetite. Having cut from the animal a laige steak, they 
begin with the knife at one edge, and by passing it round in 
afipiral matiner till they come to the middle, they produce a 
string of meat one, two, or three yards in length, according to 
the size of the piece. The whole animal is presently cut into 
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such strings ; and while some are employed in this business, 
and ia suapending them on the branches of the shrubbery, 
others are engaged in broiling the strings coiled round and 
laid upon the ashes. As sooq as the meat is just warmed 
through they take it ofif the 6re, grasp it in both hands, and 
applying one end of the string to the mouth, soon get tlirough 
a yard of 6esh. The ashes of the green wood that adhere to 
the meat serve as a substitute for salt. When a string of 
meat has passed through their hands, they free them of the 
fat and ashes by rubbing them over different parts of their 
body; and the grease and dirt applied from time to 
time, and which are thus suffered to accumulate in this state 
perhaps for'a whole year, sometimes melting by the side of a 
large fire and catching up all the dust and dirt that may be 
floating in the air, cover at length the surface of the body 
with a thick black coating that entirely conceals the real na* 
tnral color of the skin. This is discoverable only on the 
face and hands, which they keep somewhat cleaner than the 
other parts of the body by rubbing them occasionally with 
the dung of cattle, which takes up the grease,, whea pure 
water would have no effect. 

The dress of a Hottentot is very simple. It consists chiefly 
of a belt made of a thong cut from the skin of some animal. 
From this belt is suspended in front a kind of case made of 
the skin of the jackal. The shape is that of a nine-pin cut 
through the middle longitudinally ; the convex and hairy 
side of which is uppermost. The intention of this case is to 
receive those parts of the body for which most nations have 
agreed in adopting some sort of covering ; but few, who are 
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fiot entirely naked, have hit upon a less effectual plan for 
such a purpose than that of the Hottentot If the real 
design of it originated in an idea of decency, it would seem 
that he has widely missed his aim, as it is certainly one of 
the most immodest objects, situated as be has thought fit to 
place it, that could well have been contrived. From the 
back part of the belt or girdle hangs a piece of stiff dried 
skin, reaching scarcely to the middle of the thigh, which is 
cut into the shape of an acute isosceles triangle with the 
point uppermost. Some wear a couple of such pieces. 
This contrivance as a covering is no better than the other ; 
for when he walks quickly or musters up a running pace, it 
flies from one side to the other, and flaps backwards and 
forwards in such a manner as to conceal no particular part of 
the body, which indeed does not seem to have been the pur- 
pose exactly for which it is worn. Nature having given to 
most animals a tail to fan themselves in hot weather and to 
lash away troublesome insects, and having left the Hottentot 
without one, his ingenuity has contrived an artificial appen- 
dage with a view to its answering the same end. These 
articles constitute the whole of their summer dress. A great 
beau will probably fasten a bracelet of beads or a ring of 
copper round his wrist : but such trinkets are more properly 
the ornaments which belong to the other ses. 

The Hottentot women, fond of finery like those of most na- 
tions, by their immoderate rage for dress accelerated the ruin 
of their husbands, which they themselves had brought on by 
as' strong a rage for ardent spirits and tobacco. These two 
articles, brass buttons and glass beads, were exchanged for their 
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cattle — tilings useless, worthless, and even pernicious, fur what 
was their only support, the very soul of their existence. 
The thongs of dried skins that had hitherto encircled their 
legs from the ankle to the knee, as a protection against the 
bite of poisonous animals, were now despised and thrown 
away, and glass beads or copper chains were substituted in 
their place. Thus what had been adopted as a matter of 
necessity and prudence passed into an a£^ir of fashion. 
Their necks, arms, and legs were loaded with glass beads : 
but the largest and most splendid of these ornaments were 
1>estowed upon the little apron, about seven or eight inches 
wide, that hfuigs from the waist and reaches barely to the 
middle of the tliigh. Great pains seem to be taken by the 
■women to decorate, and thereby draw the attentitMi towards, 
this part of their persons. Large metal buttons, shells of the 
cypnea genus with the apertures outwards, glass beads of 
different colors, and any other articles which are shewy, are 
attached to the borders of this apron. Those who either 
cannot afford to wear glass beads, or who have no taste for 
the fashion, wear an apron of a different sort, which has a 
very odd appearance : it is part of the skin of an animal cut 
into threads which hang like a tassel of fringe between the 
thighs, reaching about half-way to the knee, and leaving the 
exterior and anterior parts of the thigh entirely bare. The 
thongs of such an apron are generally too thin and few to an- 
swer the purpose of concealment. Instead of the tail which 
has been adopted by the men, the women wear a sheep's 
skin which completely covers the posterior part of the body 
from the waist to the calf of the leg, and just wide euough to 
skirt the exterior part of the thigh. The rattling of thi^ 
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dried skin announces tlie approach of a Hottentot lady long 
before she makes her appearance. The rest of the body is 
naked. Some, however, wear skin-caps on their heads made 
up into different shapes, and ornamented as caprice may 
direct. In the winter months both sexes cover themseWes 
with cloaks made of skins. 

The custom of greasing the body and wrapping it in skins 
has been a constant theme of abuse against this race of people 
by most travellers who have written on the subject. There 
are always two ways of representing things, and the poor 
Hottentot has been unfortunate enough to have his character 
painted in the very worst light. To cover the body with 
s6me unctuous matter in a hot climate where water is ex- 
tremely scarce, is the only and a very natural resource to 
prevent the skin from being shrivelled and parched by the 
scorching rays of the sun, and indeed has been the practice 
of most nations situated in or near the torrid zone. The oil 
that ran so profusely down " Aaron's beard even to the skirts of 
his garment/' was in all probability animal fat; for during 
the forty years that he and Moses occupied the thoughts of 
the Children of Israel in the desert with a promised land, it 
is not very likely they had any means of procuring a supply 
of vegetable oil ; and though some late celebrated historical 
painters have clothed these leaders of the Children of Israd 
in high-colored garments trimmed with fringe and lace, 
it may be doubted if they had any other clothing than such 
as the skins of their sheep, and calves, and goats, supplied 
them with. If the practice of smearing the body with fat 
were adopted in South America, there would not probably be 
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such numbers of objects in the streets of Rio de Janeiro and 
St. Salvador laboring under that most disgusting and dreadful 
disorder the elephantiasis. The Hottentots knov nothing of 
such a complaint; nor did I. perceive that anj' kind of cu- 
taneous disease was prevalent among them. 

The person of a Hottentot while young is by no means void 
of symmetry. They are clean-limbed, well-proportioned, and 
erect. Their hands, theirfeet, and all their jointsareremarkably 
small. No protuberance of muscle to indicate strength, but a 
body as delicately formed as that of a woman, would perhaps 
to a physiognomist mark an inactive and eflfeminate mind. The 
face is in general extremely ugly ; but it differs very materially 
in different families, particularly in the nose, being in some re- 
markably flat, and in others considerably raised. The color 
of the eye is a deep chesnut: this organ is long and narrow, 
removed by the broad base of the nose to a great distance 
from each other ; and the eyelids at the extremity next the 
nose, instead of forming aji angle, as in Enropeans, are rounded 
into each other exactly like those of the Chinese, to whom 
indeed in many other points they bear a physical resemblance 
that is sufficiently striking. Their cheek-bones are high and 
prominent, and with the narrow-pointed chin form nearly a 
triangle. Their teeth are beautifully white. The color of 
the skin is that of a yellowish brown or a faded leaf, but very 
different from the sickly hue of a person in the jaundice, 
which it has been described to resemble : many indeed are 
nearly as white as Europeans. The hair is of a very singular 
nature : it does not cm'er the whole surface of the scalp, but 
grows in small tufts at certain distances from each other, and," 
when kept short, has the appearance and feel of a hard sbooi 
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hrush, wHb this dilFcrence, tliat it is curled and twisted int» 
snial) round lumps about the size of a marrow-fat pea. When 
suffered to grow, it hangs in the neck in hard twisted tassels^ 
Hot unlike some kinds of fringe. 

Some of the women when young, and previous to child- 
beacingy ate so well formed that they might serve as- models 
of perfection in the bumaa figure. Every joint and limb is. 
rounded and well tumed, and their whole body is without 
an angle or disproportionate protuberance. Theif breasts ar& 
^und, firm, and distant, but even in tlie forraation of these 
there is something peculiar : the nipple is unusually large, and 
surrounded by an areola> that, like a secoad nipple of larger 
dimensions, is considerably elevated above the general surface' 
of the breast Their bands and feet are remarkably small 
and delicately tjicned ; and their gait is not deficient in ezsy. 
and graceful movements. Their charms, hawever, ace very 
fleeting. At an early period of life,, and immediately after 
tdie first child, tlieir breasts begin to ^ow loose and flaccid,, 
and, as old age approaches,. become distended to an enormous 
size; the belly protrudes; and the posteidors,. swelling out 
to incredible dimensions, give to the spine a degree of 
curvature inwards that makes it appear as if the os coc^ 
^gis, or bone at the loiver extremity of the spine,, was elon^ 
gated and bent outwards, which however is noA the case. 
The mass that covers the posteriws. has been found on dis- 
section to be pure fat. Some othes striking peculiarities in, 
the coofbrmaUon. of Hottentot women will be noticed whea 
speaking of the Bojesmans,. who seem to be the true abori- 
gines of the country, unmixed with any other tribes of 
people. 
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It did not appear to ua that the Hotteotots were subject tp 
any particular diseases. Life, if not taken away by accident 
or violence, seems to be generally terminated by a gradual 
decay and exhaustion of nature, which mostly takes placo 
at an earlier period of existence here than in other countries 
of an equal temperature of climate. It is rare to meet with 
a Hottentot with sixty years upon his head ; but it is alsa 
equally rare to see a cripple or deformed person among them. 
There are not among them any who professedly practise the 
beaiing art ; every one is bis own physician. The colonists, 
indeed, in this respect are not better provided than the Hot- 
tentots. In the whole extensive district of Graaff Reynet 
there is but octe apothecary » and his. residence is at the Drosdy . 

Hedicine and astronomy are two sciences that may be sup- 
posed to havedated their origin from the first dawn of civiliza- 
tion ; by one, men were taught to restore the vital functioB» 
that had lost their tone» and to repair tbe injured frame ; by the 
other, they informed themselves of the diffevent periods of 
seed-time and harvest. Little as the Hottentots are acquainted 
with the first, they are still less so with the second. They have 
a name for tbe sun, another for the moon^ and a third for tbe 
stars : but this seems to be the extent of tbeii asU'onomical 
knowledge. The divisiou of time, as marked by the motion 
of tbe heavenVy bodies, was too subtle an opecatioD, and re- 
quired too- iau(^ observation and profound thinking,, foe tbe 
careless and inattentive mind e£ a Hottentot., Tbe period 
of a day may almost be said to be the extent of his reckon* 
ing, and when be has occasion to refer to any particular time 
of the day^ like other nations who are without machines &tt 
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marking the divisions of time, he will point out the place in 
the heavens about which the. sua was then in his .course. 
The periods that have past he can express only by saying 
they were before or after some memorable event. The season 
of the year is usually indicated by being so many moons be- 
fore or after uynijet tyd^ or the time that the roots of the iris 
edulis are in season ; a time particularly noticed by him, as 
these bulbs once constituted a considerable part of his vege- 
table food. licnowDot how far the numerals in his language 
proceed, but none of those of our party could tell l^eyond 
jae^ nor could any of them put two numbers together but by 
the assistance of their fingers. Yet they are very for from be- 
ing a stupid people. They learn the Dutch language wjth 
great facility. They are excellent marksmen with the gun : 
and they are uncommonly clever in finding out a passage over 
a desert uninhabited country. Whatever track they may at 
any period of their life have made, they will tread their former 
footsteps over again. By the quickness of their eye they can 
discover deer and other sorts of game when very far distant ; 
and they are equally expert in watching a bee to its nest. 
They no sooner hear the humming of the insect than they 
squat themselves on the ground, and, having caught it with 
the eye, follow it to an incredible distance. The organ of 
Bight, no doubt, is strengthened and improved by exercise. 
Seamen on board ships will discover objects at sea the mo* 
mcnt tliey appear above the horizon, and long before they 
become visible to a passenger's eye. 

Except in the preparation of poisons, in making- bows and 
arrows, musical instruments, coarse earthen ware, and io sew- 
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ing together the skins of sheep for their winter garments with 
sinews or the intestines of animals, the Hottentots ma^ be said 
to be entirely ignorant of arts and manufactures. Some in- 
vention however appears to have been exercised in the con- 
sti-uction of their language, and particularly in its articula- 
tion. Of all the methods that have been adopted in lan- 
guage by different nations for the purpose of expressing ob- - 
jects, and conveying ideas in a clear and unequivocal man- 
ner, none is more extraordinary than that which has been hit 
upon by the Hottentots. Almost all their monosyllables, and 
the leading syllable of compound words, are thrown out of 
the mouth with a sudden retraction of the tongue from the 
teeth or the palate against one of which it had been pressed, 
according to the signification of the word about to be uttered ;. 
for the same sound, with the dental, will have a very differ* 
ent meaning with the palatial, retraction of the tongue. The 
noise made by the dental is exactly that which is sometimes 
used to express impatience or disappointment, but the pala-r 
tial is much more full and sonorous, and not unlike the clack- 
ing of a hen that has young chickens. This sound is not an 
insulated movement preceding or following a syllable, but is 
thrown out at the same moment of time, and incorporated 
with it. All languages in their infancy consisted probably of 
simple or monosyllabic sounds ; but a» these, being few in 
number, could convey only » very limited number of ideas, 
recourse was had to inflexion of voice and composition of the 
simple sounds to make the vocabulary more copious. The 
division of such simple sounds into their elements, and by the 
various combinations of these elements to form an almost unli- 
mited nurtiber of new sounds,, was one of thp most wpndcrOil 
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inventions in the history of man, and much beyond the genius 
of a Hottentot. He has done, however, all that he found to 
be necessary by a very few compound words, and by the 
clacking with the tongue. In the first fonnation of his lan- 
guage, nature seems to have been his guide. The croaking of 
a frog is easily recognized in kraak or hraaU ; the lowing of 
an ox in 'mnoo ; tlie mewling of a cat in mean; the neighing 
of a horse in haha ; the breaking of the sea upon the shore in 
hurroo ; all of which are correspondent words in the language 
of this people. Manyinstances, besides these, sufficiently prove 
that the names of physical objects were adopted in imitation of 
the sounds proceeding from such objects as they were meant 
to express. In the origin of their language they might per- 
haps be still closer imitations. The enunciation of sounds is 
liable to undergo many alterations in passing from one gene- 
ration to another, even among nations that have the means of 
catching tlie nice inflexions of voice, apd of handing them 
down, in a visible form, to posterity. 

The genius of a language is frequently discoverable in the 
application of new words to new ideas. The Hottentots who 
had never seen nor heard the report of a gun before their un- 
fortunate connection with Europeans, had a new word to in- 
vent in order ^o express it. They called it kaboo^ and pro- 
nounped the word in so emphatic a manner that it was scarcely 
possible to mistake their meaning. The ka is thrown out with 
a strong palatial stroke of the tongue, in imitation of the 
Sound given by the stroke of the flint against the cover of the 
pan; and with outstretched Hps, a full mouth, and prolonged 
sound, the bm sewls forth the report. This language at first 



d by Google 



, SOUTHERN AFRICA. 113 

appears to be of such a nature as to make it impossible for 
an Europeao ever to acquire ; the difficulty, however, which 
is chiefly occastooed by the action of the tongue, is soon 
surmounted. Most of the Dutch peasantry in the distant 
districts speak it; and many of them are so very much ac- 
customed to the use of it, that they introduce into their owa 
language a motion of the organ of speech sufficiently distinct 
to shew from whence it was procured. 

Notwithstanding the inhuman treatment that the Hottentots 
experience from the Dutch fanners, the latter could ill dJs* 
pease with the assistance of the former ; and, were they sen- 
sible of their own interest, and the interest of their posterity, 
instead of oppressing, they would hold out to them every 
encoura^ment. To guard their numerous- herds; to drive 
them from place to place in search of food and water, some- 
times on plains which produce not a shrub to screen them 
from the scorching rays of an almost vertical sun at one part 
of the year, or to afford them a shelter from the cold winds, 
frost, and snow that happen in the other, would ill agree 
with the temper or with the constitution of the colonists ; yet 
should the prraent system of oppression continue, tbe time 
cannot be far distant when their own children must take upon 
them tbe charge now committed to Hottentots. The price of 
slaves is too high. In the whole district of Crraaff Reynet 
there are not more than six or seven hundred blacks, or about 
one to ea^h family ; but it contains about 10,000 Hottentots 
great and small. The total number of this people in the 
whole colony may be about fifteen thousand. Broken up 
and dispo-sed as the tribes of this nation now are, few of their 
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aocient usages arc retained among them. If they ever bad ft 
religion of any sort, all traces of it are now lost : they meiry 
without any kind of ceremony, and inter their dead in th» 
same manner ; but they shave the head on the death of ai 
Chief, or near relation. One custom, however, stifl remained,, 
which seemed to be pretty generally obaerred ; thi» was that 
of shaving the lieads of young girts as soon as the first »ymp- 
toms of maturity began to appear ; at the same time alt the 
ornaments worn on the neck, legs, and arms are removed^ 
and the body for once in their life clean washed and scoured ^ 
and, during the continuance of the periodical symptoms^ 
they are restricted to a milk diet, and not suffered to dux ia 
the company of men. 

On the morning of the 39tb of August we lefl the Zwart- 
kop's river, and, proceeding to the eastward about twenty 
miles, crossed a ford of the Sunday river, and encamped upon 
Its bank. At this place it was broad and dcep,and without any 
perceptible current. The whole course of the river as far as 
we traced it was buried in thick woods that extended from 
fifty to a hundred yards from the margin of the water upon 
each bank. The trees consisted chiefly of the Karroo mi* 
mosB, a species of rhus^ and a narrow-leafed willow. The 
water was considerably impregnated with salt. At the ieet 
of the hills, indeed, near which it flowed, were abundant 
heaps of a white saline substance of a light and frothy nature ; 
and from the under surfaces of the projecting strata of rotten 
sand-stone were suspended a great quantity of sdine stalactites, 
whose bases were tinged of a greenish color, perhaps from their 
being impregnated with a solution of coppera& or green vitriol. 
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On the b^nks of this river we were disturbed in the night« 
fw the first time, hy a. troop of elephants that had intended to 
quench their thirst near the place where we were encamped ; 
but, finding the ground already occupied, they turned quietly 
away without molesting us. Tlie following morning we pur- 
sued them by the track of their feet into an extensive 
picket, in the depths of which several of these huge 
animals made their appearance at a distance ; but we were 
not lucky enough, after a cbace of many hours, to kill any of 
them. 

The following day we travelled near thirty miles over a wild 
uninhabited part of the country, covered chiefly with shrubby 
plants of the same nature as those that grew so abundantly 
between Graaff Reynet luid Zwart^kop's river, but in general 
taller, and of more luxuriant growth. We crossed in fact an 
arm of the same forest, through which a road had been cut 
just wide enough to admit the waggons. Beyond this forest 
the face of the country was beautifully marked with knolls 
and dells, finely chequered with clumps of evefgreen tree« 
and patches of shrubbery. Between the swells were level 
meadows covered with grass of a coarse rushy nature, and en-* 
riched with copious springs of good water. In the eveeing 
we encamped on the Bosfesman's river, and the iwxt day pro* 
ceeded easterly to the Hassagai-bmch river, whose source is 
in a small hanging forest on the declivity of the JUetberg, 
This long range of bills b^jjan here to spread and divide itself 
into a number of inferior elevations that continued to thd 
eastern extremity of the colony, where they lost themselves iu 
the high banks of tl»e Great Fish-river. 
q2 
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On tlio Hfissagai-bosch river stood thesecond hahitation that, 
had occurred in the last three days' jouraey, and we were hei-o 
informed that there was no other to the eastwai'd. The coun- 
try that lies between the Sunday river and the eastern limit of 
the co)ony, and between the Rietberg and the sea-coast, is 
called the Znure Veldt, or sour grass plains. In its appear- 
ance it is the most beautiful division in the who>e district, 
being well wooded and watered, having a great depth of good 
Mil, and a thick covering of grass. Till the shameful rupture 
between the peasantry and the Kaffers, occasioned entirely by 
the injustice and tyranny of the former, Zuure Veldt was one 
of the best-peopled divisions in the district, hut since that 
time it has been nearly abandoned. 

It new became necessary to make some arrangement for our 
projected journey into the country of the Kaffers. Several teams 
of oxen for the widens and relays had indeed already been sent 
to us, according to appoMitment, by the &rniers,who bad also as- 
sembled to the number of thirty or fortj persona, all expecting 
to accompanyns on the mtended expedition, Whenltwas first 
made known to the two members of the council that it might 
be necessary for us to proceed into the country of the Kaflers» 
as iar as the residence of their king, they immediately proposed 
as a necessary precaution for security, to take along with 
us 8 party of twenty armed men. It was in vain to convince 
them that twenty armed men in the heart of a country whidt 
coul4 bring almost as many thousands into the field, were do 
better defence than four; that by multiplynig our numbers 
we should |H'obably multiply the danger of giving offence ; 
that the Kaffers were not to be considered in the same tight 
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as the Bosjesmans teyond the Sneuwberg, in e:$peditioQs 
against whom they had been accustomed to join ; but that on 
the contrary, as &r as the best accounts could be depended 
on, they were a mild, rational, and in some degree a civil- 
ized people, who had on all occasions afforded protection to 
such colonists travelling in their country as had made proper 
applications to their sovereign for it. The story of some 
Dutch farmer having been murdered in Kaffer-Iand, where be 
had gone for the sake of exchanging trinkets for cattle, had 
got bold of their minds, and it was no easy matter to make 
them conceive the difference between our going officially, ia 
the service of government, to the Kaffer king, and the case 
of a man clandestinely entering the country with a view of 
carrying on an illicit traffic with its subjects. From the mo- 
ment these men were informed of our intentions they bad 
daily teazed the landrost with their proposal of twenty men, 
till at length it was found necessary to silence their applica- 
tion by saying, that if they had any apprehensions as to their 
personal safety they were at full liberty to return to Graaff 
Reynet. Though nothing more was said on the subject, there 
was reason to suppose that the farmers had been assembled 
by the Hemraaden for the purpose of accompanying us. To 
a Dutch peasant a jaunt from home, oa a hunting excursion, 
or to explore new regions, is supreme felicity : but any safe 
opportunity of getting into the Kaffer country, 90 abundant 
in cattle, was not to be resisted. Some of the farmers it was 
absolutely necessary to take along with us, as none of our ■ 
own party were acquainted with a ungle step of the country. 
Those that seemed to be the most proper for this purpose were, 
aa old man from Upper Zuure Veldt, and Rensburg, one of the 
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companions of Jacob Van Reenen, who, a few years before 
had proceeded along the eastern coast in search of the unfor- 
tunate passengers and crew of the GrosvMior Indiaman that 
was wrecked on the shore of the Hamboonas. This at le^st 
was the ostensible object of that journey. 

Rensburg was on many accounts a desirable companion on 
the present occasion. He was well acquainted with the coun- 
try : he was an excellent marksman ; and he was accompa- 
nied by an old Hottentot that was still better; from this 
man he generally reckoned upon a beast for every ball. 
Two or three others joined us in the evening at the place 
of our encampment, under pretence of looking after the 
oxen which they had furnished for drawing the waggons; 
and the 6rst night that we passed in Kafler-land, the num- 
ber of peasants, that had contrived to smuggle themselves 
into that country, amounted to ten. 

We had not travelled many miles beyond the Hassagai- 
bosch river till the appearance of the whole surface of the 
country in flames indicated our approach to some of the 
stations of the Kaffers. We pitched our tents in fact at 
ToigHt on the- banks of the Kareeka, amidst several hundreds 
of these people, who, on our advancing, came swarming out 
of the thick slirubbery that skirted the river. A party of 
-women were the first who advanced to salute us, laughing 
and dancing round the waggons, and putting on all the 
coaxing manners they could invent, with a view of pro- 
curing from us some tobacco and brassf buttons. Good 
humour, animation, and a cheerful turn of mind, beamed. 
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conspicuow»Iy in all their countenances: 'They appeared 
to U3 to be modest without reserve ; extremely curious 
without being troublessome ; lively but not impudent ; and 
sportive without the least shadow of lasciviousness. Their 
personal charms, it is true, were not of a very captivating 
naturej ttiowgb, getting over the prejudice of color, which 
Tvas that of a dark glossy brown verging on blacHi several 
of them might be accounted as handsome. The rapid move- 
ment of their dark sparkling eyes gave animation to their 
countenances : their teeth were beautifully white and re- 
gular; they had neither the thick lips nor tlie flat noses of 
African negroes ; and the whole contour of the face and 
head was equally well formed as that of Europeans. But 
the most striking feature in their character was a degree of 
sprightliness, activity, and vivacity, that distinguished them 
from the women of most nations that are but little advanced 
in civilization, and who are generally reserved to strangers. 
Bordering upon the country of the Hottentots, their manners, 
their persons, and their whole character, seemed to be as 
widely removed from this phlegmatic race as the equator is 
from the pole. The Hottentot young women had much the 
advantage, however, of the Kaffers in point of figure. The 
latter were mostly of low stature, very strongtlimbed, and 
particularly muscular in the leg; but the good humor that 
constantly beamed upon their countenances made ample 
axnen^ for any defect in their pCTSonal accomplishments. 

The men, on the contrary, were the finest figures I ever 
beheld: they were tall, robust, and muscular; their habits of 
ibfe had iaduped a firmness of carriage, and an open, manly 
2 
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demeanor, which, added to the good nature that overspread 
their features, shewed tliem at once to be equally uncon- 
scious of fear, suspicion, and treachery. A young man about 
twenty, of six feet ten inches high, was floe of the finest 
figures that perhaps was ever created. He was a perfect 
Hercules ; and a cast from his body would not have dis- 
graced the pedestal of that deity in the Farnese palace^ 
Many oT them had indeed very much the appearance ot 
bronze figures. Their skin, which was nearly black, and 
their short curling hair, were rubbed over with a solution of 
red ochre, and the tint it produced on the dark ground was 
very far from having any disagreeable effect. Some few 
were covered with skin-cloaks, but the greater part were 
entirely naked. The women wore long cloaks that extended 
below the calf of the leg ; and their heads were covered with 
leather-caps ornamented with beads, with shells, and with 
pieces of polished copper and iron, that were disposed in a 
variety of forms ; but the fashion of the cap was nearly the 
same in all. 

We distributed a quantity of tobacco among the women, 
who carried it as a welcome present to their fathers and 
husbands, who had not proved such successful pleaders as 
the females. In the evening tfaey sent us in return some 
baskets of milk. These baskets were made from a species 
of cypertiSy a strong reedy grass that grew in tlie springs 
of Zuure Veldt. The workmanship was exceedingly clever 
and neat, and the texture so close that they were capable 
of containing the thinnest ilutd. The women iufomied us 
Ukit the makifig of these baskets was one part of their 
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employment; and they seemed to feel a pleasure in our 
admiration of them. They were all nearly made after 
one model, which in shape was that of a common beehive. 
As they are never washed nor cleaned, the milk thrown 
into tfaem almost immediately coagulates, in whidi state 
it is ^ways used by this people, and never pure and sweet 
aa taken from the animal. Mr. Vaillant's assertion of their 
washing tbeir milk^baskets with urine, in order to make it 
speedily coagulate, is wholly without foundation, and may 
be reckoned as one of those happy inventions of his brilliant 
fancy which are proftisely scattered through tlie pages of his 
entertaining book. Having no bread, nor vegetables, nor 
roots, but such as grow spontaneously in the country, and 
seldom killing any of their cattle for the sake of the flesb, 
the necessity of taking something st^id into the stomach led 
them, perhaps, to adopt this manner of drinking their milk; and 
the best proof of its nutrittous quality, in such a state, was 
(be general healthy appearance and rigor of their persons. 

Towards the setting of tfae sun the whole plain was covered 
with cattle, which in vast herds were brought in from every 
quarter at the signal of command, given by a particular kind 
of whistling noise made with the mouth ; at another whistle 
the milch-cows separated from the herd, and came forward to 
have their milk drawn from them. This operation^ and tfae 
management of the dairy, form a part of the «nploymcnt of 
the men. In the morning a different kind of whistle sent 
them out to grase. In fact the Kaffers and thetr catflo 
ecenied perfectly to understand each other. ■ ' 
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Though at tins place there could not be fewer than three 
hundred men and womenj exclusive of a numerous troop o£. 
young boys and girls who were ordered by their parents 
to keep at a distance ; yet not a hut of any kind was to 
be seen. Their dwellings were all concealed in the midst of 
the shrubbery, consisting only of a few living twigs, whose 
tops were bent and interwoven into each other, forming^ a 
frame, of the shape of a parabola, about five feet h^h and 
eight in diameter. These frames were rudely covered over 
,with branches of trees and long grass,, and were evidently 
intended only as temporary abodes. 

A chief of the name of Tooky paid u& a visit, drank a fev 
glasses of wine which he seemed very much to relish, and 
received a small present of beads and tobacco; but the 
object that seemed most to engage bis attention was the 
wish to procure for himself a pair of breeches. Among 
our party were a few tolerable stout and tall men,, yet none 
of their breeches would admit of Tooley's thighs. He was a 
strong muscular man, of six feet in height, and retnarkably 
well made. He was good-humored and cheerful,, but did 
not appear to be possessed of much intellect. He declined 
entering into any conversation that led to the purport of one 
journey, and said that his brother Malloo, who was one of 
the first of the Kaffer chiei^, would talk to us on that subject. 
An ^press was therefore sent for Malloo, who was at a little 
distance on the upper part of the river. It was not long be- 
fore he made his appearaace> followed by a third chief of the 
name of Eionie, 
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In a conversation with these chiefs, they were asked 
whether they were not acquainted with the treaty that 
had been made a long time ago between the Christians 
and Katfers, and renewed at tlie conclusion of the late 
hostilities, which treaty had fixed the Great Fish river 
as the line of demarcation between the two nations ? Mal- 
loo, who spoke for the rest, replied, that they knew it 
very well. If so, it was demanded why they had infringed 
that treaty by passing the said river and taking posses- 
sion of the country belonging to the colonists, to the great 
injury of the latter, who bad been obliged to quit their 
habitations P Malloo replied in a manner tliat shewed he 
was prepared to answer — that there were no habitations 
in that part of the country where they had fixed themselves-; 
and as to their motive for passing the boundary, he could 
only say, for bis own part, that he had come over for one of 
the reasons that had carried the colonists jf?r«^ after the treaty 
into the Kaffer country, which was that of hunting for 
igame. 

What this chief stated in his reply was perfectly correct. 
The Dutch peasantry have not only gone into the Kafier 
Country since the year 1793, to hunt for the larger sort 
of game, particularly the hippopotamus, which abounds in 
all the great rivers of that country, but all those who 
dwell near the extremity of the colony, near the Great 
Fish river, have always used, and still continue to consider^ 
the KaflFer side of the river as their own, have sown, and 
planted, and driven over their cattle to graze. Some of the 
inhabitants of Bruyntjes HoogU had even gone amongst the 
r2 
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Ghottaqvas, a tribe of people produced betweea Kaficrs and 
Hottentots, but living under the former; had taken posses 
sion of the choicest part of their country, well watered by two 
plentiful streams, the Kat and the Kaapna ; had laid out the 
extent of ground tbateach meant to occupy; planted vines and 
otherfruits; and, making themselves certain that the avaricious 
and unjustvlews of thegovernmeut would keepequal pace with 
their own, joined by twenty or thirty names that they con* 
trived to muster from difierent parts of the colony, they had 
the audacity to petition Sir James Craig to grant them, as 
an indemnification for their losses by the Bosjesmans and the 
-Kaffers, a small piece of ground chi the Kaapna ; and that 
it would still further oblige them if he could extend it to the 
Kat river. This small piece of ground is only about 6ve-and- 
forty miles beyond the present boundary. The daring and 
hnpudent falsehoods on which the letter was grounded were 
easily seen through by Sir James Craig, and their petiUon 
was very properly rejected. The eyes, in fact, of the colo*- 
nists have long been directed towards the two rivers, the 
Kat and the Kaapna. A native voyager in this country, 
Trhose mind seemed only to be occupied in hunting elepbaats, 
fhooting sea-cows, and collecting gold dust, could not pass 
without noticing this part of Kafier-land. In a journal, 
vhich baa- been published by Captain Rio, It is observed: 
t* We came to a vast plain extending as far as a river called 
^ Kaapna, or 6ne meadows, which name it highly nterita 
- ** from its, delightful situation. The whole country is inter- 
«t sected with rivulets capable of overflowing the adjacent 
♦* meadows, and possesses every requisite for becoming a 
♦*. most convement and charming settlement." Such a descrip- 
2 
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tion vas sufficient to send a Dutch farmer as &r as the 
Tambookies, if he could only be persuaded there would 
be no personal danger. Such are the views of those people, 
who have neither sense of honor, regard for truth, or feelings 
of justice or humanity to direct their proceedings. 

The chiefs were told, that if some few of the colonists had' 
been so imprudent as to transgress the treaty, they had done 
it contrary to the express orders, and without the knowledge, 
of government : that the colony was now in the possession of 
a great and powerful sovereign, the king of England : that 
one of his first chiefs had deputed us to say, that the esta- 
blished boundary should be observed on the part of the 
colonists ; but he expected also that all those chiefs, who 
had spread themselves over the country of the colonists, 
with their families, and dependants, and cattle, would, 
without any farther delay, quietly and peaceably return 
into their own country ; and, as a proof of the good intentions 
and friendship of the English government towards the 
Kafier nation, we were now on oor journey to their great 
chief, or king GaikOf carrying for him a present from the 
Knglish governor at the Cape. 

On hearing this, the Kaffer chiefs were apparently uneasy; 
and it was soon discovered that they not only were on bad 
terms with the king, but that they had been obliged to fly 
their country in order to avoid the effects of his displeasure, 
'fhey now began to change their former tone, and to entreat 
that an intercession should be made for them with their king, 
ftnd gave a promise, on condition of a measengev of peace 
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being sent to tbem, immediately to return into their oira 
pountry. Such a messenger is known by this people from 
his laying his hassagai or spear on the ground at the distance 
of two hundred paces from those to whom he is sent, and by 
advancing from thence with extended arms; Being assured 
that every attempt to bring about an amicable adjustment 
between the king and the fugitive chiefs would be tried, and 
that from the apparent willingness, on their part, to a recon- 
ciliation, there could be little doubt of success, they re- 
ceived each a small present, consisting of tobacco, knives, 
flints, and steels, tinder-boxes, and a few glass beads. 
These are the sort of articles which the Dutch farmers have 
been in the habit of exchanging for their valuable breed of 
cattle. 

The three chiefs were all stout, well-formed men ; but 
Etonie in particular might be accounted handsome : he had 
a lively pleasing countenance, that always wore a smile, his 
eyes were vivid and active, his teeth were white as ihe 
pure-st ivory, and his nose was not in the least flattened, 
but exactly of the same form as that of the European. 
Id their dress they had nothing particular to distinguish 
them from those they commanded, except a slender brass 
chain which hung suspended on the left side, from a wreath 
of small polished copper beads that encircled the upper part 
of the head. They wore long cloaks of calves' skins, which, 
being well stretched and dressed, were very light and pliant. 
Broad rings of ivory, cut out of the solid tusk of the elephant, 
wCTe worn upon the left arm, above the elbow. Bracelets of 
copper and of iron surrounded their wrists, and rings of these 
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metals were also worn oa the legs above the ankles. Glass 
beads surrounded their necks ; and many of the men had 
porcupine quills stuck- through the ear. Some few had a 
pair of the wings of the Numldian crane fastened one on 
each side of the head by a leather thong ; and others bad 
cows' tails bound to the leg a little below the knee. 

Neither had the wives of the chiefs any distinction of dress 
-from the rest of the wanten. They all wore caps, made of 
skins, sitting close to the head, and hanging behind,, and down 
each side, in long divided flaps. Each seemed to- have deco- 
rated their dress, without any fixed order, as caprice bad sug- 
gested, or as their circumstances would allow. Small beads 
of copper, rings of irwit brass buttons, old knee-buckles, or 
whatsoever nietallrc material had fallen into their hands, 
found a place on some part of their dress. Some had a brass 
button stuck in one ear, and in the other a string of glass 
beads or a shell. They had no change of habit, but each 
carried her whole wardrobe about her person. Some had 
not fewer than fifty different strings of necklaces about the 
neck; a number of rings round their legs and arms of 
copper and iron ; and on their calf-skin cloaks were stitched 
several rows, from top to bottom, of old buttons, as various 
in shape, size, and fashimi, as a button-maker's card. Some 
had festoons of small cypraea shells round their caps; others 
had made them into bracelets and necklaces. Suspended 
from the neck most of them carried the shell of a small land 
tortoise, (the testudo pusillOf) which held a quantity of red 
ochre, and a thin piece of leather to rub it upon their faces. 
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The youDg boys were perfectly ntUced ; and the only om»- 
ment about them was a small. tuft of the long white hair from 
the rump of the springbok, which was stuck upon the crown 
of the head. 

On the second of September we skirted the banks of the 
Kareeka, towards the sea-shore, perpetually passing through 
'multitudes of Kaffers and their herds of cattie. Of the latter 
the collected opinion of the party was, that there could not 
have been fewer seen, in the course of this day's journey, 
■than' five thousand head. Among these were oxen of rcmark- 
-ablc lise and strength, vast ntimbers of cows, in general 
much larger and handsomer than those of the cobny, some 
of them not unlike the Aldemey cow ; others were without 
iioros, small and strong, resembling the black cattle that 
. £omc down from the Highlands of Scotland. The horns (mT 
the large oxm were twisted with great pains into a variety of 
shapes. The points of some were brought to meet under the 
neck ; others were drawn into straight lines projecting hori- 
eoptally from each side of the head; some had one horn 
pointed directly into the air, and the other to the ground ; 
and others, rising parallel from their bases, bad their points 
turned back, which gave theca the appearance of huge 
antelopes. Some had large circular pieces cut out of the 
dewlap ; others had this part cut into strings, and hanging 
in tasftels. Not a sheep nor goat were to be seen. The 
Kaffers, iu fact, never breed any of these animals. Dogs in in- 
pumerable quantities made their appearance, but so miserably 
poor that it was jwinful to look at them. They seemed 
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to be a small kind of cur. Tbejr had no horses. Dogs and 
cattle were the onl; animals they possessed. 

A rising eminence between the Bosjesman and Kareeka 
rivers, which at this place were not very distant, commanded 
a beautiful view of the surrounding country, and a great ^^ 
tent of sea-coast. From these elevated plains a sudden de- 
pression of the earth descends towards the sea-shore, and par- 
ticularly between the mouths of the two above-mentioned 
rivers. The ground has here been rent and torn into vast 
chasms, separated by high ridges of rude and massy rock. 
The glens were choaked up with thick, tall shrubbery, and 
the smaller kinds of the trees of the country. These wild 
and dismal deos, of many miles in extent, were Considered 
by Rensberg, the person before mentioned, as the. nursery of 
elephants, where, he asserted, he had once seen in one troop 
between four and five hundred of these enormous brutes, 
scouring tlie plains, and making for the forests. 

Several of the persons with me pretended to have been eye- 
witnesses to the manner in which elephants performed the 
connubial rites ; and they invariably asserted that, agreeably 
to the old accredited story, the female went down on her 
knees to receive the male, which, however, is not the fact. 
The manner in which this huge animal contrived to projm- 
gate the species is a subject that has long engaged the closet- 
naturalists of Europe, and which has produced many strange 
opinions and hypotheses. Some imagined that, notwithstand<- 
ing the grossness of the body, the feelings of this anim^ 
were so delicate, and others, that its sense of slavery was ao 
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powerful, that shame in the one instance, and indignation id 
the other, were impediments to their indulging, in a domesti- 
cated state, in the gratifications of love. Such-like hypothe- 
ses, founded on false suggestions of travellers, have of lata 
been most completely set aside by facts performed in the 
presence of many hundred spectators. Several English gen- 
tlemen, resident in the interior parts of India, have bred ele- 
phants. In a letter from one of these gentlemen to his friend, 
dated Tipperah, July 11, 1793, and now published, the vrhole 
process of courtship, consummation,, and time of gestation^ 
are minutely stated. From this letter the following are points 
that appear to be most unquestionably ascertained. 

First r That tame elephants will procreate in their domestic 
state, and perform the act of love without sbame, and with- 
out feeling any sense of delicacy beyond other brute animals. 

Secondly : That the period of gestation is about twenty* 
<me months. 

Thirdly : That they copulate invariably in the same man- 
ner as a horse with a mare, but with much less vigor. And, 

: Fourthly,. That the female will again receive the male in five 
or six months after delivery. 

A copy of the above-mentioned letter having been trans- 
mitted to the late ingenious Sir William Jones, the relation 
produced from the sportive fancy of that celebrated genius 
the commencement of a mock-heroic poem» in which, though 
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very short, the marks of exuberant imagination strongly ap- 
peared. He intitles it Pelion and Ossa. 

« As in JoTc'a war, by rebel giants pil'd, 
*' Enormous Pelion tower'd on Ossa wild, 
" Behadttr thus, the Pelion of our wood, 
*' On sleek Peauree, broad as Ossa, stood," iife. 

The gigantic elephant is a harmless animal in comparison to 
the lion, the leopard, wolves, and hyeenas, and other beasts of 
prey with which this wild and rugged part of the country 
abounds ; and these even are much less dreaded than a nest 
of the most atrocious villains that ever disgraced and dis- 
turbed society, which these thickets conceal. The gang con- 
sists of seven or eight Dutch peasants, and a body of armed 
Hottentots which they retain in their service. They have no 
fixed habitation, but rove about fTY)m place to place in the 
woods. They live by the plunder taken from the neigh- 
bouring peasantry, and from unfortunate sufferers by ship- 
wreck, which frequently happens on this wild coast. They 
are all outlaws ; and rewards have been offered by govern- 
ment for taking them dead or alive ; but the peasantry are so 
much afraid of them that none dare approach the place. 
This gang is supposed to be intimately connected with the 
emigrant Kaffers, and to have 4nstigated them to continue 
their abode in the colony. 

On the morning of the third of September, as we were pre- 
paring to proceed, we had a visit from the four chiefs, Tatchoo, 
Comma, Yaloosot and Hamboona, having each with him a detach- 
ment of his vassals. They at once coiifessed their fears of re- 

s 2 
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turning into their own country, lest the king should make war 
upon them ; and pressed us to intercede with him for them. 

The route from Hassagai-boach river had been taken out of 
the common track in order to speak with the Kaffer chiefs, 
as well as to have a view of that part of the coast where the 
Bosjesman and the Kareeka rivers discharged thnnsdves into 
the sea. Over the grassy plains of Zuure Veldt there is Jittle 
difficulty in findiug a road, where the deep glens, tfaroogh 
which the bmpches of rivers usually run, can be avoided ; 
and we had met with no obstacle till our arrival at the Koine, 
which falls into the sea a little to the eastward of the Ka- 
Tceka* In order to cros!^ this river it was necessary to de-> 
cend firom the plain into a deep chfksm about two miles m 
length; not only dowa a steep precipice strewed over with 
fragments of rock, but in several places among thick clump» 
of brushwood, through which it was necessary to cut a road. 
A more difficult and dangerous place was certainly never at- 
tempted before by wheel-carriages. A single false step 
might have been attended with the total destruction both of 
waggons and cattle. In the space of. two hours, however, 
wetbund ourselves in the bottom, where we passed along a 
narrow defile, hemmed in oa either side, sometimes by woods 
of tall trees creeping up the steep faces of the mo.untain8» 
and at others between two walls of naked rock. The diffi- 
culty of the descent had considerably exhausted the oxcd ; 
but to rise the opposite hill,' " hie labor, hoc opusfuit" In vain 
the animals strove; the Hotten tot <] rivers shouted, and stamped, 
and flogged with their enormous whips, and the Dutchmen 
swore. The first waggon got about a hundred yards^ up the 
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ascent, which was near a mile in length, but was unable to 
be moved a step higher. After an hour's trial, bruising and 
fatiguing the oxen to no purpose, they had recourse to the 
method that ought in the first instance to have been adopted. 
The reserved oxen were yoked before the others, and thus, 
by double teams, the waggons were at last drawn out of this 
horrible chasm ; not, however, without producing an instance 
of brutality and cruelty that will scarcely be supposed to 
exist in a country that has any pretensions to civilization. 
While the poor animals were struggling and tearing on their 
knees, and exerting their strepgth to the utmost to draw up 
the waggons, the owner of one of the teams, enraged at their 
want of success, drew out of its case a large crooked knife 
with a sharp point, and fixing on one of the oxen for the ob- 
ject on which he might give vent to his fury, cut him with se- 
veral gashes across the ribs, in the flank, and in the 6cshy 
part of the thigh, some of them from six to seven inches ]ong« 
and so deep that when the animal walked they opened two 
inches in width. The size of the wounds is. not mentioned 
loosely for the sake of exaggeration, but is given from actual 
measurement. The ribs were literally laid bare, and the blood 
ran down in streams ; yet in this condition the poor beast was 
obliged to draw in the waggon for the space of three hours, 
after having received such brutal treatment. By two of the 
gashes a large piece of flesh was very nearly taken out 
of the thick part of the thigh : and bad it not been for the ir- 
ritable state of mind into which the savage conduct of the 
fellow bad thrown me, but more particularly lest it should 
seem to give a kind of countenance to his brutality, I should 
have asked him to have cut it entirely out, as it could 
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not materially have eDcreased the paia to the beast ; not for 
the sake of proving the delicacy of an Abyssinian beef-steak, 
quivering with life, but to have observed the progress of the 
wound. In three or four days the gashes were skinned over, 
and appeared to give the animal little uneasiness, but the ci- 
catrices would always remain ; and from these sort of scars on 
the bodies of many of the oxen, it is to be feared' that cutting 
is a practice but too common among them, notwithstanding 
that most of the peasantry of the party seemed to be shocked 
■ at it. This was the second instance of the kind that I had 
occasion to witness in the course of this tour; the other was 
perhaps the more cruel, as it was exercised on parts of the 
body more susceptible of pain, namely, the nose and the 
tongue. In the latter instance the animal bellowed most 
hideously, burst from the yoke, and plunging into the thick- 
ets, made his escape. Even in the neighbourhood of the 
Cape, where, from a more extended civilization, one would 
expect a greater degree of humanity, several atrocious acts of 
the kind are notorious. One of the inhabitants, better known 
from his wealth and his vulgarity than from any good quality 
he possesses, boasts that he can at any time start his team 
on a full gallop by whetting his knife only on the side of the 
waggon, in exhibiting this masterly experiment, the effect 
of a long and constant perseverhnce in brutality, to some of 
his friends, the waggon was overturned, and one of the com- 
pany, unluckily not the proprietor, had his leg broken. Hot- 
tentot's Holland's kloof, a steep pass over the first range of 
mountains beyond the promontory of the Cape, has' been the 
scene of many an instance of this sort of cruelty. I have 
beard a fellow boast that, after cutting and slashing one of 
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his oxen in this kloof, till an entire piece of a foot square did 
not remain in the whole hide, he stabbed him to the heart ; 
and the same person is said, at another time, to have kindled 
a fire under the belly of an ox, because it could not draw the 
waggon up the same kloof. 

If, indeed, after lashing these poor creatures with an 
enormous whip, the phlegm of a Dutch boor so far gets the bet- 
ter of his passion, on seeing that his beast is completely 
exhausted, that instead of drawing his knife, or kindling a 
fire under in its belly, he unyokes it, the chances are still ten 
to one the animal never rises more. The moment it is left 
alone a fiock of the Egyptian vultures, and the still more 
voracious vulturine crows, are sure to tear it in pieces, making 
it undergo a most cruel and protracted death. I saw an instance 
of this kind that was really shocking to the feelings of huma- 
nity. On the only great and public road, leading firom Cape 
Town towards Rondeboscb, a road that .at least a thousand 
people, of one description or another, pass in the course of 
the day, I observed an ox lying, in the midst of the way, 
and within two miles of the town, with part of the bowels torn 
out of the belly. The third day after this I passed the same 
way, and the ox was still alive with its head erect, and the 
bowels lying on the ground beside it; and thus it might have 
lain to linger away with pain and hunger, perhaps as many 
days more, had I not requested the chief officer of the police 
to send a person and dispatch it. The habitude which the 
people of this colony necessarily acquire in witnessing in- 
stances of cruelty on human as well as brute creatures, can- 
not fail to produce a tendency to hardness of heart, and to 
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stifle feelings of tenderness and benevolence. In fact the 
rigour of justice is rarely softeoed with the balm of mercy. 
All criminals, condemned to suffer the punishment of de^th, 
dre afterwards hung in chains close to the public road, io be 
eaten by the crows and vultures. And, under the old govern- 
ment, when a slave had been guilty of murdering a colonist, 
itnplacable rancour, not satisfied with putting in practice 
every species of torture that malignant and diabolical inge- 
nuity could invent, as long as any signs of life remained in 
the criminal, sentenced him to be torn limb from limb, and 
the several parts to be hung upon posts erected for the pur- 
pose in the most public parts of the high road. Many of 
such posts still remain, rather as deplorable memories of 
■vfhat vindictive malice could invent, than as examples for 
preventing similar crimes. 

As it was our intention to examine the mouth of the Great 
Fish river, the boundary of the colony to the eastward, it was 
thought attvisable to send forward, in the mean time, two inter- 
preters to the Kaffer king, carrying with them a small present 
in the name of the governor of the Cape, in order to obtain 
permission, as embassadors from the said governor, to enter his 
territories, and to pay our respects to him. By this step we 
were not only more likely to secure his protection, but it would 
also shew him that the treaty made with them in the time of 
the governor Van Plettenberg, and renewed in the year 1793, 
WAS held sacred by the English government. The distance 
froni the place where we now were to that of his residence was 
calculated to be a journey of five days ; the eighth day there- 
fore was fixed on for the interpreters to meet us in- Kaffer-land 
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at a certain spot, well kno^rn to them and to our guide Rens- 
.berg, which was a journey of two days' distance from the 
KafFer court. 

On the fourth, therefore, the interpreters proceeded to the 
eastward, and we directed our route towards the mouth of the 
Great Fish river. The country over which we passed was per- 
fectly flat ; and in those parts where the Kafiers had not yet 
been, there was abundance of long grass. On approaching 
the sea-coast we observed a long train of fires, and, supposing 
them to have been made by a party of KafFers stationed 
there, we turned a little out of the way towards the quarter 
from whence the smoke proceeded ; but being to leeward of 
it, and the wind encreasing, the waggons were in the midst of 
the fire before we were aware of being so close upon it ; and 
the smoke was so thick and acrid, that it was impossible to 
see the length of the team. The oxen, being burnt in the feet, 
became unmanageable, and galloped off in, great confusion, 
the dogs howled, and there was a geneml uproar. The smoke 
was suffocating ; the flames blazed up on each side of the 
vaggons, creating no small degree of alarm, as most of them 
contained a quantity of gunpowder. The oxen, however, ei- 
ther by sagacity, or by chance, had set their heads against 
the wind, and soon galloped through it. The flames ran in 
all directions among the long dry grass and heathy plants 
with incredible celerity. The face of the country for several 
miles was a sheet of iire, and the air was obscured with a 
cloud of smoke. We had yet a considerable extent of coun- 
try to pass among black ashes, beyond which we presently 
reached the mouth of the Great Fish river, where we pitched . 
pur tents for the night. 

VOL. I. T 
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Like all the African rivers that discharge tliciuseheti into the 
sea on the eastern coast, the mouth of the Great Fish river was 
nearly sanded up. The quantity, however, of water brought 
down by its stream, is sufficient to keep open a constant 
channel, which, at the lowest ebb, seemed to be deep enough 
in every part for the admission of large boats. Within the 
bar of sand it was from three to four hundred yards in width,, 
and appeared to be very deep. Tlie Portuguese, in their 
earliest voyages, discovered this river, and gave to it the 
name of Rio Infant^ ; and, persuaded that it might admit of 
being made a place of security for their shipping within the 
tjar, they built a fort upon the left bank, and kept there a 
small establishment for a short time ; but the subsequent dis- 
covery of Rio de la Goa, farther to the north-east, promising 
more solid advantages, induced them to abandon Rio Infant^. 
The banks descended with a fine smooth slope from the ele- 
vated plains on each side, and were covered with gra^ to the 
water's edge. The shore on the Kafier aide was beautifully 
skirted with thick coppice wood. Towards the evening a 
vast number of Hippopotami^ or sea-cows as they are called by 
the Dutch, appeared with their heads above the surface; but 
keeping close to the opposite shore, they were too far to be 
easily hit with musquet balls. Several of the paths of these 
animals led from various parts of the river to a spring of fresh 
water about a mile distant. To this spring it seems they pro- 
ceed in the night-time to drink ; the water of the river, for a 
considerable distance from the mouth, being as salt as the 
sea. They also graze during the night in the reeds, and 
browse among the shubbery. Short-sighted man would be 
apt to arraign the Providence of Nature, and accuse her of 
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having committed a mistake, in placing this unwieldy mis- 
shapen animal in an element where it cannot possibly exist, 
ftnd in which are not to be found the means of its sustenance, 
as its food does not consist of any thing which the rivers or 
vaters afford. , 

The latitude of the mouth of the Great Fish river we found 
to be 33° 25^ south, and longitude 27' 37' east, which makes 
the direct distance from the Cape to be six hundred miles. 

l^e coast to the north-eastward, as far as could be geen 
from the high hillocks of sand, was wild and rocky, and with- 
out bay at indentation. 

The well-clothed pUuns of Zuure Veldt, when inhabited 
by the Dutch, abounded with a Tsriety of game, especially of 
the antelope tribe ; but since the late incursions of the Kaf- 
&r8 they have mostly been destroyed or chased into some 
other pl&rt of the country. The manner in which these people 
hunt is not only destructiTe to all kinds of game, but it so 
much frightens those animals that may chance to escape, as 
to cause them to abandon the place^ A large party, consist- 
ing sometimes of severed hundreds, men, women, and chil- 
dren, surround the plain on which they may have observed a 
herd of antelopes. As soon as they have formed tbfc 
circle each proceeds towards the centre of it, narrowing 
the diameter, and closing upon each other, till the ob» 
Jects of their pursuit are completely fenced in. Antelopes, 
and particularly that species called the springbok, are like 
sheep, which always fpllow wliere one leads. A-s sooni there- 
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fore, as the hunters have approached within a certain distance 
of their game, an opening is made in the circle for the near- 
est animals to pass. All the rest follow in a line; and while 
by rushing together in their eagerness to pass they retard 
each other, the men, armed with spears, close in upon the 
line and make dreadful havock among them. By this kind 
of hunting, scarcely a springbok is now to be met with in 
Zuure Veldt. We found, however, in the neighbourhood c^ 
the close country bordering on the Great Fish river, the steeo- 
bok, the boschbok, the rietbok, and the orabic, and shot se- 
veral hartebeeats. This is one of the finest animals among the 
numerous family of the antelopes. The male is about seven 
feet and a half long and five feet high, and the female six and 
a half feet long and four feet high : the horns branch out of a 
single trunk that projects about two inches from the fore- 
bead. The mouth, and indeed the whole head, resembles 
that of the bovine tribe, from whence it has obtained in the 
Systtma Natura the specific name of bubalis. The flesh is 
remarkably good, and resembles very nearly that of beef; 
and is carefully salted by the boors. 

All the deep chasms or ravines with which the plains of 
this part of the country are intersected, and the banks of all 
the rivers, the sides of the knolls, and the range of hills that 
terminates this division to the northward, are covered with 
coppice wood, consisting generally of tall luxuriant shrubs, 
out of which however sprang up, sometimes singly, and fre- 
quently in clumps, large and beautiful forest trees : of these 
the geelhout was the roost lofty, and being here disentangled 
from the pendulous lichen that cramped its growth in the 
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great forests of Van Staaden's river, was eminently distia- 
guished for its beauty and elegance. An euphorbia, throw-' 
ing out a number of naked arms from a straight trunk thirty 
or forty feet high, held also a distinguished place among the 
shrubbery. But one of the largest and most shewy trees, at 
this time in the height of its bloom, was the Kaffer's bean? 
tree, the erythrina corallodendruntt so called from the color and 
resemblance of its large clusters of papilionaceous flowers to 
branches of red coral. Numbers of beautiful birds, such as 
small paroquets, touracos, woodpeckers, and many others, 
were fluttering about these trees for the sake of the sweet 
juices that are generated in the flowers. The coral-tree, like 
many other dazzling beauties, has its imperfection : the leaves 
are deciduous, and the blossoms, like those of the almond, 
decay before the young leaves have burst their buds. This is 
not the case with the Hottentot's bean : the clusters of scarlet- 
flowers intermingled with the small and elegant dark-greeW 
foliage, gave it a remarkable pre-eminence among the tall 
trees of the kloofs, and the thick shrubbery on the sides of 
the swells. It is the African lignum vitse, the guajacum 
Afrum of Linnaeus, and the schotia speciosa of the JJortus 
Kewensis* The wood, however, is not sufficiently hard to 
be converted to the same purposes as lignum vitse, nor is 
the tree large enough to make it of any particular use. The 
seeds of this leguminous plant are eaten by the Hottentots, 
and are sometimes also used by the colonists. Two genera 
of the palm tribe were frequently met with ; one,, the zamia 
cycadist or Kaflfer's bread-tree, growing on the plains ; and 
the other, also a species of the same genus,, skirting the 
springs and rivulets : the fruit of the latter was called wild 
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■coffee, and substituted by the peasantry for this berry. The 
strelilzia regina; also, now in full and beautiful bloom, grew 
every where in wide-spreading patches in the vicinity of the 
Great Fish river, but not one of the new species, discovered 
about twenty miles to the northward of Zwart Kop's river, 
could be found among them. The cerulean blue nec- 
taiium of the reginx was uniformly faded, and its color 
■seemed to decay by a short exposure to the weather, which 
did not appear to be the case with that of violet blue of the 
teretifolia. The seed of the regince is eaten both by the Kaf- 
fers and Hottentots. A great variety of bulbous rooted 
plants were now springing out of the ground ; and several 
species of those elegant families the gladioltts, ixia, tnortea, 
and the im, were in full bloom. That singular plant the 
tamus elephantopus, so called from a protuberance thrown 
from the root resembling the foot of an elephant, was met 
'mth only in this part of the country. Several species of 
xerantkemum and gnapkalium decorated the grassy plains 
trith their brilliant colors of red, yellow, and silky white. 
Ilie Dutch in the colony have given to these flowers the 
name of seven yean' duration ; but in Kurope we extend the 
idea to everlaifings. 

In two days* travelling after leaving the mouth of the river, 
and skirting its banks, we came to the first ford. The moment 
we began to descend the heights towards the level of the 
river an extraordinary increase of temperature was felt-j 
and in the course of an hour the thermometer, which stood' 
at noon at 72*, had ascended to 102° in the shade, at which 
point it remained, at the ford of the' river, for four hoursl 
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When exposed to the direct rays of the sun the temperature 
was increased only four degrees. The wind was due north 
and remarkably strong ; and the stream of air was so heated 
that it was scarcely possible to' bear exposure to it for any 
length of time. At night it blew a hurricane, and obliged us 
to strike the tents. It may be remarked that the meridian 
altitude of the sun on that day was only fifty-one degrees, and 
that the general surface of the country, from which the wind 
blew, was covered with thick shrubbery ; that on the pre-> 
ceding night, near the same place, the thermometer was down 
to 5T; and that on the following day, on the same spot, and 
with the same wind, but less strong, it ascended no higher 
than 71*. These circumstances render it very difficult to ac- 
count in any satisfactory manner for so high a degree of 
temperature. 

The following day we passed the Great Fish river, though 
not without some difficulty, the banks being high and steeps 
the stream strong, the bottom rocky, and the water deep. 
Some fine trees of the willow of Babylon, or a variety of that 
species, skirted the river at this place. The opposite side pre- 
sented a very beautiful country, well wooded and watered, and 
plentifully covered with grass, among which was growing in 
great abundance a species of indigo, apparently the same as 
that described by Mr. Masson under the specific name of 
candicans. 

The first night that we passed in the Kaffer country wc 
patched our tents near a small stream called Kowshoj which 
falls into the Great Fish river. On the following day we 
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passed the Tillages of Matloo and Tooley, the two chiefs and 
brothers we had seen in Zuure Veldt, delightfully situated 
on two eminences on the banks of the said streamlet. AVe 
also passed several villages situated in the valley through 
which the Guengka and its branches meander, and the next 
day we came to a river of very considerable magnitude called 
the Keiskamma. Though no part of the colony through 
which we had yet passed could be compared to that portion 
of the Kaffers' country which lay between the Great Fish 
river and the Keiskamma; and though the huts of which the 
villages were composed appeared to be perfect and in good 
oijder, yet no vestige of human industry was yet visible, 
nor any traces, except the buildings, that might lead to a 
supposition that the country was inhabited. Id fact, during 
the two days we had travelled in Kafferland not a human 
being had made its appearance, except one of our interpreters 
with a Kafier chief, whom we met at the close of the second 
day, and who had been dispatched by the king to invite and 
to conduct us to his place of residence. 

That part of the Keiskamma where we had encamped was 
not fordable by waggons : but, had it even admitted a passage, 
the country on the opposite side was so very mountainous and 
woody, that, so fer from making the attempt with wheel- 
carriages, it was scarcely passable by horses. It was there- 
fore concluded to send fonvards, on the following day, three 
or four Hottentots with a few presents, and to proceed from 
the place of our encampment on horseback. Though the 
distance ^om the Keiskamma to the residence of the king 
was not more than fifteen miles, it took us above four hours 
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in riding. The hills were mostly covered with thick under- 
wood, and on the plains were so many straggling trees of 
the thorny mimosa, just distant enough from each other for 
their spreading branches to meet and annoy passengers, 
that we were obliged to quit the direct road, which was^ no 
more than a foot-path, every moment. In the course of the 
journey we passed a number of villages containing each from 
ten to thirty huts, some of which were deserted, but others 
very populous. A great crowd of people of all descriptions 
flocked down on every side and followed us along the road. 
The weather being warm, the men had thrown aside their 
cloaks and were entirely naked. But the women reserved 
their cloaks of calf-skin and close leather caps, which, with 
the heat of the weather, and the exertions they made to 
gratify their curiosity by the sight of the strangers, seemed 
to incommode them not a little. 

On arriving at his place of residence, we found that the 
king, not having expected us until the following day, had 
gone to his grazing village situated about ten or twelve miles to 
the northward, in consequence of some intelligence he had re- 
ceived of the wolves having committed great depredations 
among his young cattle on the preceding night. A mes- 
senger was therefore immediately dispatched after him ; 
and in the mean time the king's mother, a well-looking 
woman, apparently about five-and-thirty, and his queen, 
a very pretty Kaffec girl, about fifteen, with their female 
attendants, to the number of fifty or sixty, formed a circle 
round us, and endeavoured to entertain us with theii* good- 
humored and lively coiiversation, which would have been the 

VOL. I. u 
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more agreeable, had it been conveyed directly, instead of 
through the medium of a Hottentot interpreter. It was not 
long before Gaika, the king, made his appearance riding 
on an ox in full gallop, attended by five or six of his people. 
Our business commeDced with little ceremony under the 
abftde of a spreading mimosa. He requested that we might 
all be seated in a circle on the ground, not as any mark 
of civility on his part, but that it might the more dis- 
tinctly be heard what each party had to say. The manner,, 
however, in which he received us sufficiently marked the 
pleasure he derived from the visit : of the nature of this he 
was already aware, and entered immediately upon the subject, 
by expressing the satisfaction he felt in having an opportunity 
of explaining to us that none of the Kafiers who had passed 
the boundary established between the two nations were to be 
considered as his subjects : he said they were chiefs as well 
as himself, and entirely independent of him ; but that his 
ancestOTs had always held the first rank in the country, 
and their supremacy bad been acknowledged on all occa- 
sions by the colonists : that all those Kafifers and their 
cbiefe, who had at any time been desirous to enter under the 
protection of bis family, bad been kindly received ; and 
that those who chose rather to remain independent bad 
been permitted to do so, without being considered in the 
light of enemies. He then informed us, that his iather died, 
and left him, when very young, under the guardianship of 
Zambie, one of bis first chiefs and own brother, who had 
acted as regent during his minority ; but that having refused 
to resign to him bis right on conoing at years of discretion, 
faiB father's friends bad shewed themselves in his favor, and 
3 • 
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by their assistance he had obliged his uncle to fly : that 
this man had then joined Kh&uta, a powerful chief to 
the northward, and with their united forces had made war 
against him: that he had been victorious, and had taken 
Zambie prisoner; that he had never been at war with, 
nor to his knowledge had ever given the slightest offence 
to, the chiefs of the other side of the Keiskamma, but, 
on the contrary, had always endeavoured to conciliate 
their good-will: yet, that since his friends and subjects 
had supported him in the assumption and maintenance of 
his right, he had observed a disposition in those chiefs to 
withdraw themselves from his friendship : that the people 
of Malloo and Tooley particularly had committed great 
depredations on the cattle of his subjects ; and that, when 
he sent to them a civil message to enquire if »ny had bf 
chance strayed into their territories, to his great surprise 
he was informed they had quitted the country: that he 
had more than once, since that period, sent to them his 
proflers of friendship, but that they had detained, and, 
as he supposed, put to death his messengers: that still 
to avoid giving them any pretext for commencing hosti- 
lities, be had strictly forbid any of his subjects to molest 
their habitations, or even to pass the Keiskamma. 

From the accounts we had received from the boors respect- 
ing these people, we were surprised to find so much good 
sense and prudence in a very young man and a Kafler. We 
explained to him the nature of our visit, and submitted for 
his consideration the six following proposals : 
, u 2 
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1. That he should send a messenger of peace and friendship 
along with one of our interpreters to the Kaffer chiefs 
now residing in the colony : 

S. That none of his subjects, on any pretence whatever, un- 
less sent expressly by him, should pass the boundary 
established between the Colonists and Kaffers : 

5. That none of his subjects should have any intercourse 
whatever with the Colonists ; and that, if any of the lat- 
ter should be found in any part of his territories, he would 
send them under a strong guard to Gi'aaff' Reynet : 

4. That, should any ship be stranded on the Ka0er coast, 
he would afford to the unfortunate passengers and crew 
hospitality and protection, and that he would conduct 
them in safety to Graaff Reynet: 

■5. That any blacks, Hottentots, or bastaards, found in his 
territories, should be taken up and sent to Graaff Reynet. 

6. And that he should keep up a friendly intercourse with 
the landrost, by sending annually, or oflener, if neces- 
sary, one of his captains, bearing a brass gorget with the 
arms of his Britannic Majesty engraven upon it. 

To all these he readily agreed, except to the latter part of 
the third article, observing that be did not think it right for 
Kaffers to make prisoners of men so superior to themselves as 
Christians were ; but he promised to give intelligence to the 
landrost, whenever any should be met with in his territories. 
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It is a common idea, industriously Itept up in the colony, 
that the Kafferfl are a savage, treacherous, and cruel people ; a 
character which appears to be as false as it is unmerited. 
Their moderation towards the colonists, and to all white 
people, has shewn itself on many occasions ; and if the inha- 
bitants of the bordering parts of the colony had any sense of 
shame or feelings of gratitude, instead of assisting to propa- 
gate, they would endeavour to suppress, such an idea. They 
know very well that in the height of a war into which this 
people was iniquitously driven, the lives of their wives and 
children that fell into the hands of the Kafiers were spared, 
whilst their women were murdered promiscuously by the co- 
lonists. Another instance of the difierent manner in which 
the Dutch and the Kaffers conducted themselves, under 
the same circumstances, will serve to shew which of the 
two nations most deserves the character thrown upon the 
latter. 

In the month of February 1796, a vessel from India under 
Genoese colours was wrecked on the coast of the colony 
between the Bosjesman and Sunday rivers. The peasantry 
from various parts of the coast, from Lang6-kloof to Kaffer- 
land, flocked down to the wreck, not for the humane purpose 
of giving assistance to the unfortunate sutTerers, but to plunder 
them of every thing that could be got on shore ; and it is a 
notorious fact, that the only Dutchman who was anxious to 
secure some property for the captain and officers, had his 
brains dashed out with an iron bolt by one of his neighbours. 

In June 1797, the Hercules, an American ship, was stranded 
between the mouths of the Keiskamma and the Beeka. By 
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the time that the crew, consisting of about sixty persons, had 
got on shore, they found themselves surrounded by Kaffers, 
and expected immediately to be put to death by these 
savages. .Instead ofwhich, to their no small degree of joyand 
surprise, the chief gave orders for an ox to be instantly killed, 
and the flesh distributed among the unfortunate suiferers. 
There is, however, one temptation which a KaflFer cannot re- 
sist — the sight of metal buttons ; and those who suffered ship- 
wreck, and who happened to have any of these articles about 
their persons, had them cut off without much ceremony. 
They were deprived of no other part of their property ; and 
they were conducted in safety to the residence of some of 
the colonists, from whom a demand was made of 6ve rixdol- 
^ars for the captain, and an equal sum for the whole of the 
crew, as a full compensation for their trouble — a very mode- 
rate and just demand ; and it were to be wished that the ex- 
ample of the Kafibrs was observed on other coasts, that pre- 
tend to a greats degree of civilization than prevails on those 
of Southern Africa. 

Having arranged with the king the business that brought us 
into KaBer-Iand, we made him a present, consisting of sheets 
of copper, brass-wire, glass-beads, knives for skinning animals, 
looking-glasses, flints, steels, and tinder-boxes, and a quantity 
of tobacco. His mother also received a present of the same 
nature. Except this lady, all the other women kept in the 
back-ground during the conversation, as did also Zambte, the 
uncle and usurper, who was then a prisoner at large in the 
village. The young king's treatment of this man did him 
^reat honor. All his former attendants, his cattle, and his 
fiix wives, were restored to him, with as much liberty as the 
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rest of his subjects, except that he was always obliged to re- 
side in the same village with the king. 

Gaika was a young man, at this time under twenty years 
of age, of an elegant form, and a graceful and manly de- 
jjortment ; his height about five feet ten inches ; his face of 
fl deep bronze colour, approaching nearly to black ; his skin 
soft and smooth ; his eyes dark brown, and full of animation ; 
his teeth regular, well-set, and white as the purest ivory : his 
countenance open, bnt more marked with the habit of re- 
flexion than is usually observed in that of a Kaffer ; he had 
the appearance, indeed, of possessing in an eminent degree, 
a solid understanding and a clear head : to every question 
that related to their manners, customs, laws, and various other 
points, he gave, without embarrassment or reserve, direct and 
unequivocal answers ; and it is to him I aui principally in- 
debted for the little information I am enabled to give con- 
cerning the Kaffer nation : his understanding was not more 
strong than his disposition appeared to be amiable : he seemed 
to be the adored object of his subjects ; the name of Gaika 
was in every mouth, and it was seldom pronounced without 
symptom& of joy. He had one wife only, very young, and,- 
setting aside the prejudice against color, very pretty, by whom. 
he had a little girl called Jtua. Like the chiefs in the colony^, 
he von a brass chain suspended, on the left side, from a 
wreath of copper beads that encircled his head : on his ann 
he bad &ve large rings cut out of the solid tusks of elephants, 
and round his neck was a chain of beads ; his cloak was laced 
with skins of leo[>ards ; but he threw this dress aside, and, like 
the rest of his. people, appeared entirely naked^ 
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- The queen had nothing to distinguish her from the other 
women, except that her ctoak seemed to have had more pains 
bestowed upon it in the dressing, and had three rows behind 
of brass-buttons extending from the hood to the bottom of 
skirts, fmd so close that they touched each other. The rest 
of the women were contented with a few of these ornaments 
straggling over different parts of the cloak. This weighty 
covering seems never laid aside by the females in the hottest 
weather ; but they wear nothing whatsoever, under it, except 
the little apron that the Hottentot women take such pains to 
decorate. The Kaffer ladies are not however less anxious to 
appear smart about the head. Their skin-caps were orna- 
mented with buttons, buckles, beads, or shells, according as 
fancy might suggest or their wardrobe could supply. 

Though the country between the Keiskamma and the resi- 
dence of the king was rugged, poor, and mountainous, it here 
began to assume a very different appearance. The knolls of 
grass were well covered, and the hanging woods on the steep 
sides of the high mountains to the northward were extremely 
beautiful. The village at which he now lived, was but. a 
temporary residence. It was situated upon the Kooquajtie, 
a small stream that fell into the Kei^amma, and consisted of 
^bout forty or fifty huts of the form of beehives. That which 
seemed to be destined for the use of the queen stood at 
the head of the village ; was somewhat larger than the res.t, 
and finished in a neater manner: it was about ten feet in 
diameter, and eight feet high. These huts are first shaped by 
frames of wood, and afterwards daubed over with a kind of 
mortar composed of clay and the dung, of cattle; and, when 
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this is sufficiently dry, a neat covering of matting is worked 
over the whole. Such huts are compieteljr water-tight, and 
very warm. ' . 

The Kafiers having always been represented as agriculturists, 
we were a little disappointed in not meeting with gardens and 
cultivated grounds about their habitations, not a vestige of 
which had any where appeared. On putting the question to 
■Gai^a, he replied, that having been engaged in war for the two 
or three years last past, during which he had not been able to 
fix at any one place above a month or txvo at a time, they had 
consequently been under the necessity of suspending their par- 
suits of ^riculture ; that in time of peace they always planted 
millet, and several kinds of vegetables ; and that nothing could 
give him an equal degree of pleasure to that of seeing the 
iBeeriCf now an instrument of war, cmiverted into an utensil of 
husbandry ; but that at present he was just on the eve of an- 
other campaign. He seemed much pleased when the landrost 
told him, that if, on his return from his expedition, he would 
send to GraafT Reynet, be should be supplied with corn and 
ditferent garden-seeds ; and be appeared to anticipate the 
happiness that his people would* experience, after the fatigues 
and horrors of war, in returning to their ancient habits of 
peaceful industry. 

The country inhabited by the people whom the colonists 
distinguish by the name of Kaffers, is bounded on the south 
by the sea-coast ; on the east, by a tribe of the same kind of 
people who call ihemselves Tambookies; on the north, by the 
savage Bosjesmans ; and on the west, by the colony of thq 
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Cape. With the Tambookies they live oa friendly terms y 
but, tike the Dutch peasantry, they have declared perpetual 
war against the Bosjesmans. Their expeditions^ however, 
against these savages are not attended with the same success 
as those of the colonists. The Bosjesmans oare as little for a 
Hassagai as they dread a musquet. The principal weapon 
used by the Kaffers is an iron spear from nine inches to a foot 
in Ieagtb» fixed at the end of a tapering shaft about four feet 
long. Such an instrument is called by the (iottentots a has- 
sagai, but the Kafier name is omkontoo, la throwii^ this 
spear they grasp it with the palm of the hand, and raising th& 
arm above the head, and giving the shaft a quivoing motion 
to find the proper point of equilibrium, it is delivered with the 
fore-finger and the thumb. At the distance of fifty or sixty 
paces th^ can throw at a mark with a tderable degree of 
exactness ; but beyond that distance they have no kind of 
certainty. It appears to be a very indifierent sort of weapon, 
and easily to be avoided. In battle they receive the point of 
the hassagai upon an oval shield about four feet in depth, 
made from the bide of a bullock. Their other weapon, the 
keerky is less formidable than the hassagai ; this is a stick 
about two feet and a half long, with a round knob at the end 
about two inches in diameter, and very weighty, being the 
root of some shrub. They throw it in the same manner as the 
Hassagai, and are very expert in killing birds and the smaller 
sort of antelopes, particularly the \itt\e pffgnuea. The small 
end of the keerie serves, in time of peace, in Ihdr agriculture, 
as an instrument for dibbling, for which purpose it seems to 
be much better adapted than for a hostile weapon. The go- 
vernment on the east side of the Kciskamma is not exactly 
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the same as on the west. Gaika is the ackDOwledged sove- 
reign over that part of the country which lies to the eastward 
of tlRi river. The few chiefs who live among his people are 
obedient to bis commands, and consider themselves as his 
captains. Among the emigrant KafFers, each chief is inde- 
pendent, though the inferior ones look up, in some measure, 
to those who are more powerful than themselves. These de- 
tached hordes seem in their government to resemble the an* 
cient clans of the Highlands of Scotland. 

Every Kaffer is a soldier and a herdsman. The first is not 
a profession, but taken up occasionally as the state, of which 
he is a member,.-may demand his services. War is not made 
by them for extension of territory or individual aggrandize- 
ment, but for some direct insult or act of injustice against the 
whole, or some member, of the community. His habits and 
way of life are better suited for the herdsman than for the 
warrior. From the nature probably of his fopd, which is 
chiefly milk, his manners are mild and gentle, at the same 
time that the exercise of the chace, which from pleasure he 
follows as well as for profit, gives him an erect deportmentf 
and a boldness and openness of expression that indicate no- 
thing like fear. This in fact is an impression on the mind 
which can hardly be said to exist in that of a Kaffer. In 
time of peace he leads the true pastoral life; his cattle 
is his only care : he rarely kills one for his own consumption, 
except on some particular occasion. When a stranger of 
distinction visits a KafTer chief, he selects from his herd the 
fattest ox, and divides it with his visitors. The evening that 
we departed from the village of the king, curiosity had bi^ought 
X 2 
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together abdiit a thousantl .people to sfee the strangers. Before 
they relumed to their homes the king ordered four oxen to be 
ftlain, and the flesh tabe distributed among them. For our 
party he intended a present of threetoxen; but these he ob- 
served raust be selected from his herd with his own hands. 
The whole management of the cattle is left to the men, and 
they easily render them uncommonly expert in comprehend- 
ing their meaning. The horns of their greatest favorites arc 
twisted in their nascent state into very whimsical fonns. These 
. are effected by grasping the young horn with hot irons till it 
becomes soft, in which state the direction wished for is given 
to ki Those of the ox on which the king rode were laid 
along each side of the neck with the points just touching the 
shoulders. 

Among their cattle was a particular breed different from 
any I had seen in the colony. They were short-legged, 
short-necked, generally of a black and white color, and 
their horns were only from four to eight inches in length, 
curved inwards ; and their extremities, which were nearly of 
the same thickness aa at the roots, pointed to the ears. These 
boms bad no cunnection with the skull, but were attached 
raerdy to tbe skin, and so loose that they might be 
turned round in any direction. When fall grown they 
strike against the animal's face as it walks. They were 
considered as excellent beasts for riding or for bearing 
burthens. This variety of the common ox had not the dor- 
sal tuft which the loose-horned ox of Abyssinia is djescribcd 
to possess. 
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While the men are employed in rearing and attending the 
cattle, the wcnnen are engaged in the affairs of the house, and 
in cultivating the ground. These, with the manufacture of 
baskets with the Cyperus grass, and of earthern pots for 
boiling their meat or corn, which are the chief part of their 
household utensils, the making tlieir skin-cloaks, and nursing 
their children, furnish sufficient employment for the women. 
They are said to be exceedingly prolific ; that twins are 
almost as frequent as single births, and that it is no uncom- 
mon thing for a woman to have three at a time. Their 
children, soon aft^r birth, are suffered to crawl about per- 
fectly naked ; and at six or seven months they are able to 
run. A cripple or deformed person is never seen. The 
Dutch have an idea that if a Kafier child should be bora 
imperfect, the parents immediately strangle it; and, that 
if the mother should die in childbed, or before the iafont 
can, walk without support, it must be interred alive with her ; 
also, that if twins are born one of them must perish. Gaika'i 
mother seemed shocked at questions of this nature being put 
to her; and assured me that a woman who could suffer such 
an unnatural crime to be committed, as that of the murder of 
an infant, would be driven out of society. A high degree of 
civilization may indeed dull the feelings of nature, and policy 
may sometimes silently approve of crimes committed against 
it ; but a savage is most likely to feel the force of parental 
aff*ection in its fullest extent 

There is not perhaps any nation on the face of the earth, 
taken collectively, that can produce so fine a race of men as 
the Kaffcrs : they are tall, stout, muscular, well made, elegant 
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figures. The particular causes to which they are indebted for 
their fine forms and athletic strength of body I do not pre- 
tend to develope, but, it may be observed, that they are 
exempt from many of those causes that, in more civilized 
societies, contribute to impede and cramp the growth of 
the body. Their diet is extremely simple; their exercise 
that of the most salutary nature ; their limbs are not encum- 
bered with clothing ; the air they breathe is pure ; their rest 
is not disturbed by violent love, nor their minds ruffled 
by jealousy ; they are free from those licentious appetites 
which proceed frequently more from a depraved imagination 
than a real natural want : then: frame is not shaken and 
enervated by the use of intoxicating liquors, for they are 
not acquainted with them ; they eat when they are hungry, 
and sleep when nature demands it. 'With such a mode of 
life, languor and listlessness and melancholy have little to do. 
The countenance of a KafFer is indeed always cheerful ; and 
his whole demeuior bespeaks content and peace of mind. 

Though black, or very nearly so, they have not one line 
of the African negro in the shape and turn of their person. 
The comparative anatomist might indeed be a little per- 
~ plexcd in arranging the skull of a Kaffer in the chain, which 
be has so ingeniously put together, comprehending all the 
links from the most perfect European to the Ourang-Outang, 
and from it through all the monkey-tribe. The bead of a 
KaflTer is not more elongated than that of an European ; the 
frontal and the occipital bones form nearly a semicircle ; and 
a line from the forehead to the chin drawn over the nose is as 
finely rounded and as convex as the profile of a Koman or 
3 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 159 

a Grecian countenance. In short, had not Nature bestowed 
upon him the dark-coloring principle that anatomists have 
discovered to be owing to a certain gelatinous fluid lying 
between the epidermis and the cuticle, he might have ranked 
among the first of Europeans. 

Among other causes that may have contributed, to keep up 
the tan and athletic stature of the KaEfers are their frequent 
inter-marriages with strangers. The principal article of their 
trade with theTambookie nation is the exchange of cattle for 
their young women. Almost every chief has Tambookie 
wives, though they pay much dearer for them than for those 
of their own people. Polygamy is allowed in its fullest 
extent, and without any inconvenience resulting from the 
practice, as it is confined nearly to the chiefs. The circum- 
stances of the common people will rarely allow them the 
ittd.ulgence of more than one wife, as women are not to be 
obtained without purchase. The females being considered as 
the property of their parents, are invariably disposed of 
by sale. The common price of a wife is an ox or a couple 
of cows. Love with them is a very confined passion, taking 
but little hold on the mind. AVhen an offer is made for 
the purchase of a daughter, she feels little inclination 
to refuse ; she considers herself as an article in the market, 
and is neither surprised, nor unhappy, nor interested, on 
being told that she is about to be disposed of. There is 
no previous courtship, no exchange of fine sentiments, 
no nice feelings, nor little kind attentions which catch the 
affections, and attach the heart. It would be unjust 
at the same time to tas them with sensuality. A Kaffef 
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woman is botli chaste and modest ; yet, in inany points of 
her conduct, in which she differs from females of more 
polished nations, the latter part of her character might 
be called in question. If, for instance, a young woman 
should be asked if she is married, not content with giving 
the simple negative, she usually throws open her cloak 
and displays her bosom ; and, as she has seldom any other 
covering beneath, she perhaps may discover at the same 
time, though unintentionally, more of her secret charms. 

Instances of infidelity are said to be very rare ; and, 
when they do occur, are accidental rather than premedi- 
tated. The punishment is a fine, and, if the man chuses 
it, the dismissal of his wife ; but should a husband surprise 
his wife in the act of adultery, the law would justify him 
in putting the parties to death. The laws by which their 
society is governed are very simple, and grounded less on 
deep policy than on plain natural principles. If a murder 
should appear to be premeditated, the perpetrator is in- 
stantly put to death. Jf a man should kill another in his 
own defence, in a quarrel, or by accident, he must pay 
to the relations of the deceased, as a compensation for 
their loss, a certain fine, which is either agreed to among 
themselves, or settled by the chief and elders of the horde. 
In doing this, the value that the deceased held in the society, 
and the family left behind him, arc the only objects taken 
into consideration. A chief has no power over the lives 
of hissubjects : should he by design, or in the heat of passion, 
put a man to death, he would incur the hazard of being 
expelled out of the community. For theft theie is no other 
2 
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punishment than that of restitutioD. They know' nothing of 
the practice of iinprisonment for any crime. 

The ancients were of opinion that the face was always the 
index of the mind. Modern physiognomists have gone a 
step farther, and pretend, that a 6ne form, perfect in all 
its parts, cannot contain a crooked or an imperfect mind. 
Judging the mind of a Kaffer by such a rule, it would not 
be pronounced deficient in talent. The experiment of 
giving him a suitable education has not yet been made ; 
but there are perhaps no unlettered people on the face 
of the earth whose manners and opinions have more the 
.appearance of civilization than those of the Katfers: they 
are no contemptible artisans. Though they have no know- 
ledge of smelting iron from the ore, yet when it comes 
to their hands in a malleable state, they can shape it to 
their purpose with wonderful dexterity. Every man is his 
own artist. A piece of ^tone serves for his hammer, &nd 
another for the anvil, and with these alone he will finish 
a spear, or a chain, or a metalUc bead that would not 
disgrace the town of Birmin^iam. The shafts of their 
spears are also neatly made. Many of the ornaments of 
copper and iron, with which they adorn their heads, are 
fer from being void of taste. The article that furnishes 
their dress is prepared and put together with some degree 
of ingenuity. Calves' skins only are used for this purpose : 
when first taken from the animal they are fixed to the ground 
with woodtHi pegs, extended as far as they will bear, and 
well scraped, so that no part of the flesh remains upon them. 
As soon as they are sufficiently dry to have lost the power of 

VOL. I. T 
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contraction, they are beaten with stones til! they become soft 
and pliant. In this slate the interior side is scrajMid with 
. sharp stones, and smeared \rith red ochre, till a nap, like that 
on cloth, is raised over the whole surface : they are then cut 
into proper shapes, and sewed together exactly in the same 
manner that the shoemakers of Europe stitch together two 
pieces of leather. Their bodkin is a piece of polished iron,, 
and the thread is the fibres of the tendons of the long dorsal 
muscle taken from various animals ; those in a wild state are 
preferred, as furnishing a much stronger tlvead than such 
as are domesticated. The Hottentots sew together their 
sheep-skins with the same material ; and the coionists, fo^ 
lowing the example of the natives, have recourse to the same 
article as a substitute for fiaxen thread, which, when the En^ 
lish took possession of the settlement^ bore a profit on the 
prime cost of a thousand per cent. 

The progress of their agriculture, as observed by the kiog^ 
bad lately been checked by internal dissentions, and the en- 
croachments of a rival power. They seem however to be much 
more inclined to the pastoral than the agricultural life, — a 
circumstance which will materially retard their advancement in 
civilization. The husbandman finds leisure to sit down and 
reflect ; the herdsman is never stationary, but wanders from 
place to place in search of food for his cattle. The chace 
employs the greateat portion of the time which the Kaffeis 
have to spare. Id their country the larger kinds of game,, 
particularly the elephant and the buflalo, are become very 
scarce ; and not an ostrich nor a springbok is now to be found 
there. These two animals, keeping generally upon the plains,. 
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and avoiding the woods, were easily enclosed by tlie nume- 
rous hunting parties, and wholly destroyed or frightened away.- 
The elephant and the buifalo fell also in the woods by the 
Hassagai, but more frequently by deep pits made in the 
ground across the paths that led to their usual haunts. In 
this manner they sometimes took the hippopotamus ; but the 
usual gait of this animal, when not disturbed, is so cautious 
and slow that he generally detected the snare that was laid 
for him, and avoided it. The more certain method of destroy- 
ing him was to watch at night behind a bush close to his 
path ; and, as he passed, to wound him in the tendons of the 
knee-joint, by which he was immediately rendered larae and 
unable to escape from the numerous Hassagais that afterwards 
assailed him. Numbers of this huge animal still remain in all 
their large rivers ; indeed they seem not very solicitous about 
destroying it. The tusks, though of the finest ivory, are too 
small for the usual purposes to which they apply this article ; 
and they seem to have less relish for grease than either the 
Hottentots or the colonists. The spoils of the chace are al- 
ways bestowed upon their persons. The tusks of the elephant 
iurnish them with ivory rings for the arm ; the leopard supplies 
his skin to ornament the front of the cloak ; and the skin of 
the tyger-cat is used by the women as pocket-handkerchiefs. 

Besidrs the illicit trade that the Dutch farmers have c?tr- 
ried on with this people, consisting of pieces of iron, copper, 
glass-beads, and a few other trifling articles, given to them ia 
exchange for their cattle, the Kaffers have no kind of com- 
merce with any other nation except their eastern neighbours 
the Tambookies. In addition to the young girls which they 
purchase from thes6 people, they are supplied by them With a 
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small quantity of iron in exchange for cattle. It has been sup- 
posed that theTaQibookies,aDd other nations farther to the east* 
ward, possessed the art of obtaining iron from the ore ; but it is 
much more probable that they are supplied with it by the 
Portuguese settlers of Rio de la Goa, not far from which their 
country is situated. The only metals known to the Kaffers- 
are iron and copper; and their only medium of exchange^ 
and the only article of commerce they possess, is their cattle. 

There are perhaps few nations beude the Kaffers, that have 
BOt contrived to draw some advantages fVom the possession of 
k sea-coast. They have no kind of Bshery whatsoever either 
with nets or boats. Whether they retain any remains of su- 
perstition that might have been attached to some of the va- 
rious modifications through which the Mahometan, as well as 
the Christian, religion has undergone id its jH'ogress through 
different countries, and which forbids them the use of fish ; 
or whether their mode of life has hitherto prevented them 
from thinking on the means of obtaining a livelihood from 
the waters, I cannot take upon me to decide ; but it is 
a fact that they scarcely know what kind of a creature a fisli 
is. The whole extent of their coast, which is washed by the 
sea and intersected by the mouths of several large rivers, does 
not possess a single boat, nor canoe, nor any thing that resem- 
bles a floating vessel. The short space of time, perhaps, 
which they have occupied that part of Africa they now inha- 
bit, has not yet sufficiently familiarized them to the nature of 
deep waters, to entrust themselves upon a frail bark. 

■< Dli Tobor et ss triplex 

« Grca pectus erat, qui fragUetn truci 
•* CoDuniut peligo ntem 

M Prinma"' 



db, Google 



SOUTHERN AFaiCA. 165 

The Kaffers moat certainly are not the Aborigines of tbe 
Muthero angle of Africa. Surrounded on all sides by people 
that diflFer from them in every point, in color, in fea- 
tures, io form, in disposition, in manners, and in language, it 
would be absurd to consider them as indigenous to the small 
spot they now possess. Were I to speculate upon their ori- 
gin, I should have little hesitation in giving it as my opinion 
that they are descended from some of the tiibes of those wan- 
dering Arabs knovn by the name o£ Beduins. These people 
are known to have penetrated into al most every part of Africa. 
Colonies of them have found their way even into the islands 
of South Africa, where more serious difficulties would occur 
than in a journey over land to the Cape of Good Hope. By 
skirting the Red Sea, and turning to the southward along the 
sea^coast, the great desert of sand that divides AA'ica into two 
parts is entirely avoided, and the passage lies over a country 
habitable as far as is known in every parL Their pastoral 
habits, and manners, their kind and friendly reception of 
strangers, their tent-shaped houses, the remains of that grand 
feature of Islamism, the circumcision of male children, .which 
is universally practised among all the KaSer hordes, all 
strongly denote their affinity to the Beduin tribes. Their 
countenance is also truly Arabic ; they differ only in color, 
which varies from deep bronze to jet black, but that of the 
latter is most predominant. If they h^d the smallest resem- 
blance to the African negroes, either in their features or con- 
formation, they might be supposed to owe their dark com- 
plexion to an intercourse in their passage through the country 
with these people, but there is not the least appearance of this 
iiavingbeen the case. To the Ethiopians or Abyssinians Ithey 
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bear a nnich stronger resemblance. The annexed portrait, 
drawn A-om nature by Mr. S. Baniell, will shew better than 
any description which I can give, the head-dress and the 
countenance of a Kaffer, whose features, I apprehend, will 
not be considered as deficient in point of symmetry, nor as in- 
dicaUng any want of intelligence. 

Circumcision of male children is universally practised among 
the Kafiers, and is indeed the only exterior mark that seems 
to remain of a religious or sacred institution. The Kaffer 
considers it, however, merely as a duty which he owes to the 
memory of his ancestors, a prescriptive custom handed down 
to him as an example which he is bound to follow. He nei- 
ther ascribes the practice of it to a principle of cleanliness, 
from whence in all probability it derived its origin, nor to any 
other cause or motive, but contents himself by pleading 
ancient usage. A circumcisor is a profession, and I believe 
the only one that exists amcmg the Kaffers. The time of per- 
forming the operation is generally at the age of eight or nine 
years. Those who follow the profession travel from village to 
village, in quest of business, cutting all the male children 
who may be of a proper age. During the time they remain 
in a village, which may he eight or ten days, to see that their 
patients are doing well, they are invited to feasts and enter- 
tainments from house to house. 

To perform the operation of circumcision nothing more is 
necessary than a sharp piece of iron in the form of a blade of 
a knife. The point of this instrument is inserted hetweeu the 
glans and the prepuce ou the upper part, and the skin laid 
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open to the root where they unite ; from tlience the instru- 
ment is passed down each side to the fraenum, close along the 
e'rfge of which tlie whole prepuce is divided into two parts, 
and entirely removed at the under side. After the operation 
the boy adopts a small bag of leather which extends a little 
beyond the glanspenist fitted sutHciently tight to remain oa 
without binding, though some wear a belt to which the cover- 
ing is attached by a string. The projecting end of the purse 
or bag has a small shank about an inch in length, hy which 
it may more conveniently be drawn off; this^very slight and 
indecent covering, with the rings, and other ornamental ap- 
pendages, constitute the whole of a KafTer's summer dress. 
He does not wear any covering on his head, which nature has 
clothed with the same kind of curling hair as that of the Hot- 
tentot. The circumstance of their having short hair should 
seem to militate against the supposition of their Arabic origin; 
but their intermixture with the Plottentots and other neigh- 
bouring nations along the coast, might have produced this va- 
riation from their supposed origin ; and when a twist is once 
got into the hair, in a warm climate, it seems to increase 
with every generation. The Bastaards, or those who are pro- 
duced between an European and a Hotteatot, have strong 
curling hair, and are, except in color, very like the KaSers. 

So different are the opinious and the feelings of different 
nations concerning religion, and so difficult do the most civil- 
ized people find it to express their notions clearly and consist- 
ently of the " unknown God," that little satisfactory inform- 
ation can be collected on those points without a very familiar 
and extensive knowledge of the language of the people among 
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whom the inquiry is made, which was far from being oar case 
in the present instance. The king being asked if they had any 
belief in a supernatural power, and, if so, what were their 
notions concerning it ? replied, that they believed in the ex- 
istence of some invisible power that sometimes brought good 
and sometimes evil upon them ; it was this power that caused 
men to die suddenly, or before they arrived at years of fnatu> 
rity ; that raised the wind, and made thunder and lightning to 
frighten, and sometimes to kill them ; that led the sun across 
the world in the day, and the moon by night; and that made 
all those things which they could neither understand nor imi- 
tate. I then shewed him my watch ; and from his great sur- 
prise it was clear he had never seen one before. On examin- 
ing attentively the movements, and observing that the motion 
was continued in his own hands, he looked at the surround- 
ing spectators, and pronounced emphatically the w&rd feegas, 
which was echoed back with a nod of the head fi'om the whole 
tJrowd. Concerning this word the Hottentot interpreter could 
get no other information than that it was some influence of the 
, dead over the living in instigating and directing the actions of 
the latter. He called it a ghost or spirit, and said it was the 
Kaffer way of swearing. It appeared that if a KafFer swore 
by a deceased relation, his oath was considered as inviolable. 
A promise was always held sacred when a piece of metal was 
broken between the parties ; a practice not unlike the breaking 
of a s!.^pence between two parting lovers, still kept up in some 
country places of England. That these {>eople have not bewil- 
dered their imaginations so far with metaphysical ideas of the 
immortality of the soul, as the more civitJzdd part of mankind 
has exercised the reasoning faculties on this subject, and that 
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their notions have been little directed towards a futtrre state 
of existence, were clearly to be collected from his i;eplies to 
various questions put to him on those topics ; but as little 
information was likely to be gained on such abstruse points 
through the medium of a Hottentot interpreter, the conrersa- 
tion was turned to other subjects less embarrassing, and such 
as came more immediately before the senses. 

Their skill in music is not above the level of that of the Hot' 
tentots. They have in feet no other instruments except the two 
in use among the latter, and a small whistle made of the bone 
of some animal, and used sometimes forgiving the necessary in- 
structions to their cattle when at a distance. They seldom at- 
tempt to sing or to dance, and their performances of both are 
miserably bad. A KaflTerwomanisonlyserious when she dances, 
and at such times her eyes are constantly fixed on the ground, 
and her whole bodyseems to be thrown into convulsive motions. 

A greater degree of amusement appears to be derived by the 
women from the practice of tatomng, or marking the body by 
raising the epidermis from the cuticle ; a custom that has been 
foond to exist among most of the uncivilized nations inhabit- 
ing waim countries, and which may probably owe its origin 
to the paucity of ideas to keep the mental faculties in exercise, 
end the want of means for the proper employment of time. By 
slightly irritating the surface of the body, it conveys to the feel- 
ings a pleasurable sensation. Tn Kafferland it has passed into a 
general iashion. Every woman has a tatooed skin ; and their in- 
gentiity in this way is chiefly exercised between the breasts and 
on the arms. 

VOL. I. e 
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The temperate manner in whicb these people Irre, their 
simple diet and their duly- proportioned quantity of exercise, 
subject them to few complaints. A limited number of sim- 
ples compose the dispensary of all nations where physic is not 
a profession. The Kafiers make Use of very few plants, and 
these are chiefly employed in embrocations for sprains and 
bruises. The mother of Gaika was so solicitous to procure 
from us a quantity of common salt, to be used as a purgative, 
^hat she sent a person to our waggons, fifteen miles distant, 
for a small quantity of this article. They do not seem to be 
subject to any cutaneous diseases. The small-pox was once 
brought among them by a vessel that was stranded on their 
coast, and the disorder is said to have carried off great num- 
bers. The marks of it were apparent on the feces of many 
of the elder people. They have neither fermeiited nor di- 
stilled liquors to impair the constitution by an improper use 
of them. The only two intoxicating articles of which they 
have any knowledge are tobacco and hemp. The effects 
produced from smoakingthe latter are said to be fully as nar- 
cotic as those of opium. In the use of this drug, as well as. 
of tobacco, the oriental custom of drawing the smoke through 
water by means of the hqokar, though in a rude and less ele- 
gant manner,, is still retained by the Kaffers. The bowl of 
their earthen-ware pipe is attached to the end of a thick reed 
which passes obliquely through one side of an eland's horn.. 
This horn being filled with water, the mouth is applied to its 
open end, and the smoke drawn out of the reed is qualified and 
rendered less acrid by its passage through the water. The 
Hottentot differs very n aterially from the Kaffer in the 
constiuctioa of Ais pipe. He reduces the stem to the length, 
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^two iQcbes» that two senses may at the same time receive 
■the benefit and the gratification resulting from the practice of 
smoking. 

{Few are the dietetic plants cultivated by the ICafieni. The 
'millet, called by botanista the holcus sorghum^ and a very large 
species of water-melon, seem to be the most importaat arti- 
cles of their kitchen. garden. The xamia cicadi$, a species of 
palm, gro^vs wild in almost every part of the country, and is 
sometimes used, m a substitute :for millet, to mix with mlMc 
as a kind of fwrnety. Preparatory for this purpose tlie pith 
of the thick stem is buried in the ground for a month or five 
weeks, till it becomes soft and short, so as easily to be re- 
■duced to^a pulpy consistence. They eat also the roots of the 
4ri$ eduUSf and several kinds of wild berries .and leguminous 
.plants. 

Had tlie Kafiers been more generally employed, in tilling 
the ground, they would probably before this have obtained a 
<nore competent knowledge of the general causes by which the 
vicissitudes of the seasons are produced. At present they 
know little more of astronomy than that the moon in about 
thirty days will have gone through all her diflTerent phases ; 
and that in about twelve moons the same seasons will return. 
Their only chronology is kept by the moon, and is registered 
by notches in pieces of wood. It seldom extends beyond one 
generation till the old series is cancelled, and some great event, 
as the death of a favorite chief, or the gaining of ^a victory, 
serves for a new eera. 

b2 
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Not the least vestige of a written cbuacter is to be traced 
among them ; but their language appears to be the remains 
of something far beyond that of a savage nation. In the- 
enunciation it is sof^, fluent, and harmonious; it has neither 

' the monotonous mouthing of Uie savage, nor the nasal nor 
guttural sounds that prevail in almost all the Kuropeaa 
tongues. It is as different ' irom that of the Hottentots- 

' as the latter is from the English. In a very few words» 
and these are generally proper names; they have adopted the 
.palatial ' clacking of the tongue used by the Hottentots. 
The mountains and rivers in the country, for instance,^ still 
retain their Hottentot names ; a circumstance which affords 
at least a presumptive proof that the Kafiiers were intruders 
upon thii nation. It is singular enough that both the one- 
and the other should have obtained a name that never be- 
longed to them. The word Kaffer could not be pronounce^ 
by one of this nation, having no sound of the letter R in his 

Janguf^e. A Kqffray, among the Indians, is an infidel, a 
pagan, and wa« a general name applied by the early voyagers 
to those people, in whom they did not perceive any features 
of a pajticular religion ; but the origin of the name of Hot- 
tentot seems nbt yet to have been ascertained. The Kaffert 
call themselves KoussUy which word is pronounced by the 
Hottentots with a strong palatial stroke of the tongue oa 
the Brst syllable. I am ignorant if the Kafier language bears 
an analogy to any dialect of the Arabic ; but their word 
eliang for the 8un» and some others, appeared to have an 
oriental derivation. The following brief specimen of the 
Kaffer language, with the «yhonimous words in that of 
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<he Hsttentota, may serve to sbeir how little cesembbmce 
they beai: to each other. The hyphen, in the latter, ex- 
presses the dental, and the circumflex the palatiftl, action 
ef the tongue on those syllables over which they are placed. 





KAFFBB- 


HOTTENTOT. 


TheSonv 


Eliang, 


Sunie. 


The Moon, 


Inyaogo, 


ka. 


TheStaiSi 


Imquemqueis, 


K5ro. 


The Eirth, 




Koo. 


Air or light^. 


Amaphoo, 


Kom. 


F^e, 


Leaw, 


Ei. 


Wster, 


Anuanzee, 


Kam. 


Thunder,. 


Easolo, 


hdonoo.. 


Lightning,. 


lowEzoolo,. 


hoonoo-d. 


Wind, 


Oomoi, 


qiia. 


Kain, 


Imphoola^ 


TookaL 


The Sea, 


Ooloanje, 


hurroo. 


A Man, 


Abaantoo,. 


Quatna. 


A Womanj. 


Omiaas,. 


Quaisba. 


An Ox, 


Incabai, 


Mdoo. 


A Dog, 


Eenja, 


Toon/. 


ToJay, 


Emenie, 


Hasai. 


To-morrow, 


Gamtzo, 


Quatrie. 


One, 


Eeny^, 


Qua. 


Two, 


Zlmbeenie, 


Kam. 


Three, 


Zintat(, 


g5na. 


Four, 


Zeene, 


hakai 


Flye, 


Ztncaoo, 


go»6. 


Si:i, 


Ziountaat, 
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Seren, 


Ziaaoii. 


Eight, 


Zintoamnayene. 


Nine," 


Tuamnumye. 


Ten, 


Leethung. 


Eleven, 


Leefang-gay-ye. 


Twelve, 


leefangbeenie. 


Twenty, 


Amashbomomabeeme. 


Thirty, 


Amashoomomatate* 


Forty, 


Ama$hoomomazeen& 


A Hundred, 


Ecoloo. 



The Kaffers differ also very materially from all the neigh- 
bouring nations in their manner of disposing of the d^. 
Funeral •rites are bestowed only on the bodies of their chie^, 
.and of their children. The first are generally interred very 
deep in the dung of their own cattle accumulated in the 
kraals orjilaces where they are pent up at nights; and the 
bodies of infants are most oommonly deposited, in the ant* 
hills that have been excavated by the myrmecophags or 
ant-eaters. The common people are exposed to he devoured 
■by wolvps. As these animals drag them away immediately 
into theit dens, the relations of the deceased are in no -dano^r 
of being shocked or disgusted with the sight of the mangled 
.carcase. A Kaffer, in consideration of this piece of service, 
holds the life of a wolf to be sacred, at least, he never 
.endeavours to destroy it; the consequence of which is, that 
the country swarms with this voracious and destnictive 
animal. Some ingenious author has observed, that the 
custom of burning the dead was universal, till the pjsctice, 
.whicli had been adopted as ihe most prudent and conve- 
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nient disposal of an unpleasant object, became a 8ubje(% 
of ostentations parade ; and the funeral pile by its extra- 
vagance having at length exhausted the forests, 'necessity 
obliged them to have recourse to other means, some to inter- 
ment, and others to exposure in high places to be devoured 
by crows and vultures. Had the Kafiers ever burned their 
dead in the country they now inhabit, they were under no ne- 
cessity of discontinuing the practice for want of fueU being- 
still immured in the midst of inexhaustible forests. 

The business that had brought us to the Kaffer king being^ 
finished, our next step was to examine the mouth of the Keis- 
kamma. The magnitude aud strength of this river being so 
much superior to those of the Great-Fieh River, gave us ahope 
that there might be found at its embouchure some kind of bay 
or harbour. Little is known of any part of the Kaffer coast 
between the mouth of the Great-Fish River and the Bay of 
Rio de la Goa ; so little, indeed, that in our latest and best 
Charts, this part of the Eastern coast of Africa is laid down 
on no better authority than what the reckoning has given of 
ships making the land on their homeward bound voyage from 
India. I shall have occasion hereafter to make a* few ob> 
servatioDS on this subject. 

As in our journey to the mouth of this river we had an on- 
travelled and an uninhabited country to pass, in order to ar- 
rive at our object, most of the party thought fit to quit us, 
and to seek amusement in shootmg sea-cows in the Keis- 
kamma, whilst we turned off to the southward towards the 
sea-coast. In the dusk of the eveiuDg wq came to a small 
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clear stream, tipofi the bank of which we pitched our tent. It 
igtersected one of the most beautiful tracts of countfy that 
had yet fallen under our observation in Southern. Africa. The 
bold eastern bank clothed with ban^ng-wood, and the exten> 
sive meadows rising gradually on the opposite side intq fine 
swells covered with grass, and interrupted here and there by 
clumps of tall shrubbery and straggling trees, gave to the 
country the appearance of a suke of {linglish parks or plea- 
sure grounds. On the banks of the river stood a number of 
small villages and detached huts ; but they were entirely de- 
serted. The land had evidently been under cultivation at no 
distant period. Fields of millet that had been consumed by the 
birds were still standing in regular rows. It appeared to be the 
-holcus sorghum of Linnaeus. Several large water-melons, of an in* 
sipid taste, were growing, having spontaneously planted them- 
selves to all appearance from the seed of the old ones which 
■were laying in a decayed state on the. ground. Several imple- 
ments of husbandry, keerUtt and small wooden spades, were 
lying in the gardens ; and from these and other circumstances 
it appeared that the inhabitants had been driven away in haste. 

From some fires being seen at no great distance from the 
place of our encampment, and from the perpetual barking of 
4he dogs after it grew dark, we began to suspect that our mo- 
tions were watched by the spies of one of the parties, namely 
the Kaffer king, or the emigrant chie&. In the course of 
the night, however, the disturbance made by the dogs . was 
sufficiently explained by an immense troop of wolves, which 
w^re attracted by the smell of an ox that had been hilled the 
{treocding evening. These creatures came in such a. body as 
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completely to chase away the dogs, and to friglitea all our 
people though armed with musquets. 

Beside the common wolf and the domestic dog, there are i)Q 
fewer than five distinct species of the canine tribe in Southern 
Africa that have passed through my hands ; three of these are 
called in the colony by the general name of jackal ; one of 
them is the mesomelaSt an animal well known and very com- 
mon in every part of the Cape ; another, the aureus, which is 
smaller than the first, goes generally in troops, and is com- 
monly met with in the Sneuwberg : the third is a species of 
foxt as yet, I believe, not described ; the color is grizzle, the 
ground cinereous blue mixed with silvery hairs ; facp, legs, 
•nd belly light-browo ; tail straight, grizzled, and bushy ; ears 
long, pointed, erect ; face remarkably pointed ; the hair soft, 
and resembling fur ; in stature it is considerably less tba^ the 
common fox. The other two species go under the name of 
wolves ; one is the crocuta, called the spotted wolf; the other 
is ao animal pf an enormous size, and seldom met with ex- 
cept in the remote parts of ^colony: being as tall and as 
bulky as the largest Newfoundland dog ; the color a pale 
Allow ; the hair of the neck and back long, thick, and clot- 
ted ; tail short and straight ; shoulders, tliighs, and legs 
marked with large irregular black blotches ; and it has only 
four toes on the fore-feet; a circumstance from whence it may 
probably be considered as a variety of the common bysena. 

The smell of the carcase presently attracted a prodigious 
number of birds of prey, one species of which, a small kite, 
entirely brown, with a foiked tail, was so bold that it suffered 
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itself to be knocked down witb sticks. Just the reverse was 
the conduct of a beautiful small hawk oa\y nine inches long, 
of a chocolate brown, with a triangular black spot on each 
of the back feathers ; the exterior side of the wing feathers 
marked with semicircular ferruginous spots passing into white 
at the edges ; tail barred with alternate black and cinereous- 
blue stripes ; beak and nails of a livid color. A species of crow 
in vast numbers is generally found to attend the larger kind 
of birds of prej. It is uncommonly bold and ravenous, and all 
its^ habits are vulturine : the beak is stronger and more crooked 
than that of the raven, and the upper mandible is carinated. 
One sex has a white shield down the back only ; the other, 
both on the back and the breast. I cannot pretend to deter- 
mine whether it is either a variety of the raven, or an unde* 
scribed species. Of other kinds of birds, there seemed to be 
few that are not commonly met with in most parts of the 
colony. Tlirushes and turtle-doves were the most numerous: 
The former are known in the colony under the general name of 
sprew. A description of the different thrushes of Africa would 
alone nearly fill a volume, though not more than thirty species 
appear to have been noticed, of which the nitenst reflecting 
every shade of azure, greCn, and purple, is the most elegant, 
as well as one of the best warblers. The only curious and 
rare bird that I obtained in the Kaffer country was the imce' 
ro3 AfricanuSf or the African horn-bill. 

In one day's journey from the Beeka we arrived at the mouth 
of the Keiskamma, near which the river was about the width 
of the Thames at Woolwich, the water still, and apparently of 
great depth ; but the entrance of this as well as of the Fish 
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river was guarded by a bar of sand, upoa which the surf 
broke with great violeoce. On each side of the mouth reefs 
of rocks ran out to a considerable distance ; and the wild and, 
rocky coast was without sinuosities or indentations as far as the 
eye could reach. The mouth of the Keiskamma was found 
by observation to be in 33° 12' south latitude, and 28' 6' east 
longitude. 

The only kind of game that was met with near the sea-^oast 
was the harte-beest, the riet^bok, and the ree-bok. Innu- 
merable traces of hippopotami were visible along the bank of 
the river; but none of these animals made their appearance. 

The weather being remarkably fine, butterflies and moths 
were flying about in the greatest abundance. Of the latter, 
I noticed near fifty distinct species that, in one evening, came 
upon the table in my tent, attracted by the light of the can- 
dle. Entomologists, employed in making a collection of the 
phaliena, could not, I am convinced, adopt a better plan than 
that of placing a tent with a light in it near the side of a wood. 
Some of the papilhnes were very brilliant ; and there were, no 
doubt, among them many species that could not be matched 
even in Mr. Dairy's extensive and valuable cabinet of foreign 
insects. I could only regret the want of time and conveni- 
ence to make a collection of the insects, as well as of other 
curiosities of a country which is so little known.. 

Having recrossed the Great-Fish river on our return, we 
directed our course across a plain towards Graafl' Reynet. On 
this plain was found, some years ago, upon the surface of the 
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ground, a mass of pure iron in a malleable state. ConndereJ 
as a great curiosity, it was carried from place to place, and 
is now in Cape Town. The mass was entirely amorplious ; 
exhibited no appearance of having ever been in a mine ; no- 
matrix of any kind was adhering to it; nor xn the cavities of 
its sur&ce wei'e atiy pebbles ot marks of crystallization. It 
was exceedingly tough, and the fracture more like that of 
lead than of iron. The weight of the mass might be about 
three hundred pounds. From a specimen of the ^me mass* 
lurried into England, some time ago by Colond Prehn, it 
was supposed that this metri was to be met with in its natiTO 
«tate at the Cape of Good Hope. Mioefalogitts, however, 
are still in doubt whether iron, though the most abundant of 
all metals, has yet been 'discovo'ed in a native state; and 
whether thoSe masses thaft have been found in Siberia, in 
Senega}, and a few other places, were not the products of 
aH:, whidi, oq some occasion, or by accident, had been boried 
in the ground. The mass in question exhibited evident marks 
■of force having been used in order to ^tten and to draw itt 
•cat. It had probably been the t^ick part of a ship's anchor,, 
canned from the coart to the place where it was found by the 
KaHen, and attempted by them to be induced into smaller 
pieces. The missionary Vander Kemp observes, that near 
the month of tbe Kelsbtmina he saw an old anchor tyii^ on 
the gronnd, which a Kaflfer never passes witbocit makmg a 
low reverence; and the reason they assign is, that some 
years ago one of their people contrived, with great difll- 
'culty, to strike off a piece of the iron, but he died the 
tiext day, the evil spirit having killed him for bis pie- 
tumptkm. 

2 



J- 

Digitized by vjOOQIC 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. i8i 

Travelliag along the feet of the Bietberg before mentioned, 
and on its northern side, we passed several 6ae clumps of 
forest-trees in the kloofs of the mountain, and among these 
obtained three new species of timber ivhich were not observed 
in the woods near Zwart Kop's bay. The face of the coun- 
try was here particularly rugged ; the hills were composed of 
sand-stone, resting on bases of blue slate. In the perpendi- 
cular side of one of these hills was oozing out a salt of various 
colore, similar to that described and found near tiie salt lake 
of Zwart Kop's river. The upper part of the face of this hill 
consisted of large, regular, rhombcndal tdslets of stone, whose 
projecting angles formed a kind of cornice to the £ace : these 
Tested on a mass of purple slate* crumfajing into dust. The 
white veins of ^nartz that appeared to have once been liquid, 
and to have flowed through the slate in curved seams, were 
now far advanced in their transitions into clay ; pieces of 
these veins were friable between the fingers ; several prismatic 
quartz crystals were found in a corroded state, and evidently 
decomposing into the same earth. The change of quartz in- 
to clay is indeed perceptible in all the mountains of Southern 
Africa. It should seem that this is the last st^e of all the 
«arthy bodies. Future discoveries in chemistry may perhaps 
^monstrate that the earths, now considered as having di£< 
ferent bases, we?e originally formed of one, »id are reducible 
to the same, ultimate principle ; or that they are convertible 
substances. That by exposure to, and combination with, 
the different airs which float in the atmosphere, or with water 
impregnated by different materials, they become subject to 
pass into the nature of each other. 
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Several detached pieces of hematite were found among the 
mass of slate. Indeed there is scarcely a mountain in Africa 
that does not produce iron ores ; and ochres are every where 
found in the greatest abundance. The finest of these earths 
are met with in the state of impalpable powders inclosed in 
crustaceous coverings of a reddish color, of the hardness and 
consistence of baked earthen ware^ sometime in single no- 
dules of an inch or two inches diameter, but more frequently 
in clusters of two, three, or four nodules, connected by necks 
which are also hollow. lu these stones every shade of color 
is said to have been found, except the greens ; but the most 
common are those of a pale yellow and chocolate brown. 
The country people know them by the name oi paint-stonea, be- 
cause the powders diey contain, when mixed up with oil, make 
very good paint, without any sifting or further preparation. 

On the upper part of the Bosjesman's river we received a 
visit from the chief of the Ghonaquas, followed by the last 
remains of this mixed tribe of Kaffer and Hottentot, consist- 
ing of about a dozen people. The prediction of Vaillant con- 
cerning this horde has turned out but too true. Tlie name 
of Ghonaqua, like those of the numerous tribes of Hottentots 
now extinct, is just on the eve of oblivion. Driven out of 
their ancient possessions in the Zuure Veldt by the colonists, 
they yet found an asylum from the father of Gaika, in one 
of the most fertile districts of his kingdom, watered by the 
river Kaaptia : here they were sufifered ^o remain in quiet tilt 
the late disturbances among the Kafiers, occasioned by the 
refusal of Zambie to yield to his nephew the reins of the go- 
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vemment. UnwilliDg to act, or undecided which part to 
take, thej became a commoQ enemy; and those who re- 
mained in the country were plundered and massacred by both 
parties; whilst those who fled across the Great-Fish river met 
with the same treatment from the Dutch farmers of Bruyntjes 
Hoogt^. Some sought refuge in the plains of Zuure Veldt, 
and were there plundered by the emigrant Kafiers. The last 
remaining party^ with their chief at their head, had concealed 
themselves among the thick cover of the Rietberg, where 
they bad been surprised by some straggling Kafiers who had 
put the greatest part of the horde to death, and carried ofif the 
whole of their cattle. It was the remaining few who were 
left in this helpless and deplorable state, who came to entreat 
us to lay before the Kaffer king their melancholy condition, 
lequesting they might be restored to his protection. Un- 
luckily for them they made their application too late ; and 
all that could now be done was to furnish them with such 
documents to that king as we could give them, with a 
verbal message favorable to their wishes. 

The chief Haabas and the gay Narina, who have furnished 
so long and so eccentric an episode in the pages of a French 
gentleman's travels among these people, were no longer recol- 
lected by them. The names even were totally unknown in 
their language. 

Notwithstanding the friendly disposition of the Kafferking 
towards the emigrant chiefs, we understood at this place they 
had positively refused to return beyond the Fish river, with- 
held» DO doubt, by the gang of outlaws before mentioned,, on 
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the banks of the Kareeka. To drive tliem over at that time 
by an armed force, to be sent from the Cape expressly for 
that purpose, was deemed an unadvisable measure ; but fresh, 
disturbances among the foolish people of Graaff Reynet hav- 
ing since rendered it indispensably necessary to throw troops 
into that distiict, and the Ka£^ having been instigated by 
promises and presents from the boors to enter into hostilities 
against the British troops, coercive measures were found to 
be unavoidable in order to endeavour to drive these people 
out of the colony, and to break the connection that subsisted 
between thein and the fwasantry. 

In our way to the Drosdy we passed over the fertile divi- 
sion of Bruyntjes Hoogt^, notorious for the turbulent spirit 
of its inhabitants; a 'set of adventtutrs, chiefly soldiers ;'ot 
sailors, who bad either deserted or were discharged frtun the 
Dutch army and the Company's shipping. These men hav- 
ing, at this great distance from the seat «f government, ibund 
a country that with little or no labor would Bopply most of 
their wants, thought themselves independent and superior to 
all authority. They attempted even to dictate to the Govern- 
ment, which indeed was weak and timid enough to suffer 
their excesses to be conunitted with impunity. 

From Bruyntjes Hoogt6 we descended to the Karoo plains 
of Camdeboo. These plains are intersected by the Bly river, 
the Vogel rirer, the Platte river, and the Melk river, in their 
passage from the Sneuwberg into the Sondag river. Naked 
as the surface appeared to be, game of every sort was very 
plentiful, particularly springboks and the larger kinds of 
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antelopes. Upon those parched plains are also found several 
species of a small quadruped wbicli burrotrs in the ground^ 
and which is known to the colonists under the geaenil nam^ 
of meer-cat. They are mostly of that genus of animals to 
which 2oolo^3ts have given the name of viverra. An eagle* 
making a stoop at one of these, close where we were passing, 
missed his prey j and both fell a sacrifice, one to the gun, the 
other to the dogs. Both the bird and the quadruped ap:> 
peared to us to be undescribed species. Of the eagle, the 
head* neck* back, and abdomen, were of a pale ferrugioouB 
brown; wings and tail steeUblue, the latter faintly ban^ 
with small bwada from tlie root to the middle ; the cera pale 
yellow ; beak and nails black ; the feet entirely covered with 
<]owny feathers; length two feet two inches. The viverra 
-was wholly of a bright chesnut color ; the tail shaded with 
black hairs, Inishy, straight, and white at the extremity ; eani 
4bort and round ; on the fore fdet five, and the hind feet four, 
toes; tlte body and tail each one foot long. Others of this 
^;eaus are the tmakiUatte cat, or zetuk, of the Systema Natura : 
the tigrina or tiger-cat ; the melUvora or rattl ; and the cqfra. 
Ip general these animals are easily domesticated. One 
species, however, is very difficult, if not impossible, to render 
tame, ft resembles the putoritts or pole^cat of America, with 
this difference only, that the latter has five parallel white lines 
along the back, and the African species only four, that di- 
verge from the shoulder. When first taken they smell very 
strongly of musk, which however shortly wears off by con- 
.finement. There is also found in this part of the country a 
beautiful little ground-squirrel, with a white stripe on each 
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side from the shoulder to the flaok ; the body a dark chesnat 
color, about eight inches in length ; tail tea inches, grizzled^ 
black, brown, and white. 

That elegant bird, the Balearic crane, grm paoonina, was 
first met with near the Melk river; and Guinea fowls were 
very abundant near every slr^imlet. Bee-eaters, merop» 
apiastert with their beautiful plumage, and eerthiaSf or 
creepers, with colors still more brilliant, were fluttering about 
^ in vast numbers among the mimosas of the Sunday rirer, 
where are also many beautiful species both of kingfishers and 
woodpeckers. The modest garb of the mliiy of which I m^t 
with three species, formed a striking contrast with the gaudy 
plumage of the others. There are several species of swallows 
in the Cape, all migratory. One in particular, with a red^ 
spotted breast, frequents the habitations of man, where it 
■builds its nest. In many of £he &rm-houses are small shelves, 
nailed against the beams, expressly for the swallows ; and I 
have heard it asserted very commonly, that the same birds 
return to their places for. many years, and generaUy ob the 
veiy same day ; which> if true, is a striking instance to prov& 
' that Nature is not more constant in the organization of the 
machine thui in the effects that are intended to result 
from it. 

The Sunday river was nearly dry, which gave our people 
an opportunity of taking plenty of turtle with great ease 
These, when full grown, are in size generally about a foot in 
diameter : the females are eiKceedingly prolific in eggs^ and 
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the flesh is by no means wanting in flavor. The river abounds 
also with short thick ee]s, that are very delicious. From the 
ford of the river to the Drosdy of Graaff Reynet is but a 
short walk. We arrived at this village on the 30th Septem- 
ber, having made our long circuitous journey in less thaa 
two months. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Sketches made on a Journey into the Country of the Sosjetmant* 

X UR£E weeks had scarcely elapsed, after our return from 
the Kaffer country, before we were ready for setttog out on 
another expedition to the northward, across the Sneuwberg or 
Snowy Mountains. In these mountains, and in the country 
immediately behind them, dwells a race of men, that, by 
their habits and manner of life, ar£ justly entitled to the name 
of savage ; — a name, however, of which, there is great reason 
to apprehend, they have been rendered more worthy by the 
conduct of the European settlers. Tbey are called by the co- 
lonists Bos^esmauSy or men of the bushes, from the concealed 
manner in which they make their approaches to kill and to 
plunder. They neither cultivate the ground nor breed cattle,. 
bnt subsist, in part, on the natural produce of the country, 
and make up the deficiency by depredations on the colonistft 
on one side, and the neighbouring tribes of people that are 
more civilized than themselves on the other. Twenty years 
ago, it seems, they were less numerous and less ferocious 
than at the present day ; and their boldness as well as their 
numbers is said of late to have very much increased. At. 
one time they were pretty well kept under by the regular ex- 
peditions of the peasantry which were undertaken against 
them. Each division had it» commandant, who was author* 
S 
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ised to raise a certain number of men, and these were fur- 
nished by goverament with powder and ball. It was a service 
at all times taken with reluctance, especially by such as were 
least exposed to the attacks of the savages; and, daring the 
late disturbances of Graafl* Reynet, these expeditions met 
with considerable interruptions. The people of Bruyntjei 
Hoogt6 were the first who failed in raising their proportion of 
men. Zuure Veldt was deserted, and Camdeboo and Zwart 
Ruggens became negligent and remiss. The people of Sneuw- 
berg, lying nearest to the common enemy, were left to sustain 
the whole burden of repelling its attacks; and, had they not 
conducted themselves with great fortitude;, perseverance, and 
address, that valuable part of the colony, the nursery of cattle, 
would now have been abandoned. A whole division called 
the TarkOf and a great part of another, the Sea-Com river and 
Rhinosceros-herg, had been deserted, as well as a small part 
of Sneuwberg. There is, however, another cause which, 
more than the interruption to the expeditions, has tended to 
increase the strength and the audacity of these savages, and 
which, unless removed, will probably in the end effect the 
utter ruin of this distant part of the colony. The government 
of the Cape, which seemed to have been as little acquainted ' 
with the temper and disposition of its distant subjects as with 
the geography of the country, formed all its resolutions, re* 
specting the Bosjesmans, on representations made to it by 
the persons who were immediately interested. In conse* 
quence of these representations, it decreed that such of the 
Bosjesmans, as should be taken alive in the expeditions made 
against them, were to be distributed by lot among the 0091- 



d by Google 



19© TRAVELS IN 

mandant and his party, with whom they were -to remain in a 
state of servitude during their lives. Such as have been takea 
very young and well treated, generally became very excellent 
servants ; many have shewn great talent, great activity, and 
great fidelity. But an opposite treatment has been produc- 
tive of a contrary effect ; and the brutal conduct of the 
Dutch farmers towards those in their employ is but too gene- 
ral. The poor Hottentot bears it with patience, or sinks under 
it ; but on the temper and the turn of mind of the Bosjesman 
it has a very different effect. He takes the first opportunity 
that offers of escaping to his countrymen, and contrives fre- 
quently to carry off with him a musquet, and powder and 
ball. With tales of cruelty he excites them to revenge; he 
assists them in their plans of attack ; tells them the strength 
of the whole district, aud of individuals ; the number of their 
cattle, and the advantages an'd the dangers that will occur in 
the attempt to carry them off; puts them in possession of the 
manner in which expeditions are conducted against them; 
and, iu short, of every thing he knows respecting the colonists. 
Armed with musquets and ]X)isoDed arrows, a party of these 
people was bold enough, a few days before we commenced 
our Journey, to approach within four or five miles of the 
Drosdy, from whence they carried off sevei^ hundred sheep. 
They were followed into a kloof of one of the mountains of 
jSneuwberg, where they remained ii> possession of their plun* 
der, laughing at their pursuers, and inviting tbetn to approach 
and jtaste a little of their own mutton. One of them fired a 
musquet, the ball from wtiich grazing the hat of a peasaut, 
caused the pursuing party to make a precipitate retreat. 
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Tn order therefore to briog about a converaation with some 
of the cliiefs of this people ; to try if^ by pt-esentb and per- 
suasion, they could be prevailed upon to quit their present 
wild and marauding way of life ; at the same time to see the 
state of the colony, and the situation of the inhabitants ; to 
inspect the boundaries, and to examine the nature of the 
country, a journey to the northward appeared indispensably 
necessary. It promised also much ctmosity : and as no 
European traveller, except the late Colonel Gordon who ac- 
companied the Goveinor Van Plettenberg, had ever ascended 
the mountains of Snow, a great deal of novelty was to be ex>- 
pected from it> 

On the 20th of October we departed from the Drosdy, 
crossed the Stmday river, and its accdmpanyiog K&rroo,. dnd 
at the distance of ten miles north-\resterly reached the foot 
of the mountains^ into which a narrow defile of five miles, in 
length,, and a steep ascent of three miles at the &.rther.es- 
tremity, led us upon the extensive plains, and araong tiie scal>> 
tered mountains that compose the Sneuwberg-' From tlib 
lower plains of Camdeboo, the fronts of th^e mountains apK 
pear to be the most r^ular formed, though the most cd»- 
fusedly placed, of any within tbe Hmits of the colony. Thfe 
uppermost stratum of naked rock that terminates their siUiv> 
mits is so perfectly honzontai, and sa regularly squai:cxi,«it 
the angles, that tlieir vast height and magnitude alone con> 
tradrct the idea of their, being gigantic lines of masonry.. . 

It was on one of the elevated plains that lie extended wit^ 
ia th»e clusters of mouiLtains^, wheiic we encainped in. thie 
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dusk of the evening. The wind blew A^-sh, and the thermo- 
meter had descended to forty-five degrees. On the preced- 
ing day, at Graaff Reynet, it stood at eighty-five in the shade 
till near son-set, and at seventy-six during the night ; and in 
the course of this day's journey it was at eighty-three. The 
sudden change was probably occasioned^ not so much by the 
difference of elevation, which in a Dutch manuscript journal 
js estimated,, by a barometrical observation, at 4800 feet, as 
by the sudden evaporation of the moisture caused by a heavy 
Jail of rain that had here continued during the preceding day 
and night. An extraordinary decrease of temperature is 
always the consequence of continued rain in Southern 
Afiica. 

The following day brou^t us to Waoff Hoekt or Windy 
Corner, the habitation of the late provisional landrost of 
iGma£f Reynet, who had signified an inclination to accom- 
-pany us on our intended expedition. He had attended the 
-GoveniDr Van Plettenberg on ha journey northwards, and 
-bod since been commandant for many years on expeditions 
-against tius Bosjesnians, which bad given hiia an opportunity 
-of being acquainted not only with the different parts within, 
but also with mocb of the country beyond, the limits of IIk 
■ooiony. Having prepared himself for the journey, we re-!- 
:%*(iied with bim only for the night ; and on the following 
-morning sent forward the waggons, while we made an excur- 
sion into the moantains on our left in search of Bosjesmans. 
A large party of these people had carried oiF a number of 
■iktt\0 but two days before, and anotlier was supposed to be 
«til] bovering M>out in this neighbourivood. Their usual 
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tiaunts are easily discoverable, but generally difficult of 
access, and not safe to approach. The torrents of water 
rushing down the steep sides of the high strati6ed mountains 
frequently carry with them the loose materials, and leave a 
succession of caverns, of which theBosjesman pitches on the 
highest, for his temporary habitation, not only as the means 
of removing him farther from the danger of a surprise, but 
as affording him at the same time the command of a greater 
extent of country. 

In one of these retreats we discovered their recent traces. 
The fires were scarcely extinguished, and the grass on which 
they had slept was not yet withered. On the smooth sides of 
the cavern were drawings of several animals that had been 
made from time to time by these savages. Many of them 
were caricatures ; but others were too well executed not to ar- 
rest our attention. The different antelopes, that were there 
delineated, had each their character so well discriminated, 
that the originals, from -whence the representations had been 
taken, could, without any difficulty, be ascertained. Among 
the numerous animals that were drawn, the figure of a zebra 
was remarkably well executed ; all the marks and characters 
of this animal were accurately represented, and the propor- 
tions seemingly correct. The force and spirit of drawings, 
■ which are given by bold touchesjudiciously applied, and bythe 
effect of light and shadow, could not be expected from sa- 
vages ; but for accuracy of outline and correctness of the dif- 
ferent parts, worse drawings than that of the zebra have 
passed through the engraver's bands. The materials with 
which they had been executed were charcoal, pipe-clay, and 
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the different ochres. The animals represented Afere zebras, 
qua'Chas, gemsboks, spring-boks, reeboks, elands, baboons, 
and ostriches, all of which, except the gcmsbok, are to be 
found upon the very spot. Several crosses, circles, pointy 
and Unes, were placed in a long row, as if intended to ex- 
press some meaning ; but whether designed to convey any 
particular ideas, or accidentally marked, I cannot pretend to 
say. In the course of our journeys, I had frequently heard 
the peasantry mention the drawings in the mountains behind 
the Sneuwberg made by the Bosjesmans ; but I took it for 
granted they were caricatures only, similar to such as we 
sometimes see on the doors and walls of uninhabited build- 
ings, the works of idle boys; and it was no disagreeable dis- 
appointment to fiad them very much the reverse. Some of 
the drawings were recognized to be of recent execution ; but 
many of them were remembered to exist from the first settle- 
ment of this part of the coloay. 

A part of the upper surface of the cavern was covered with 
a thick coating of a black substance, that externally had the 
appearance of pitch. In consistence, tenacity, and color, of a 
browDish black, it resembled S|>anish liquorice. The smell was 
slightly bituminous, but faint, and rather offensive. It flamed 
weakly in the candle, and gave out a thin brownish fluid, but 
no smell while burning ; the residuum was a black coaly sub- 
stance, about two-thirds of the original bulk. The patch ad^ 
bering to the rock was covered with myriads of very minute 
flies. Xn reaching up to it, in order to cut off a specime4 
with my knife, the people called out to me to desist, assuring 
me that if the smallest particle got into the eye the sight of it 
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would be lost for ever ; that it was deadly poison, end lised 
by tbe Hottentots to smear the points of their arrows. They 
all agreed in th^ baneful qualities of this black matter, ftvm 
having experienced the fatal effects of it on several of their 
companions, who had suffered lingering deaths from wounds 
received with arrows poisoned by the klipg^ft^ or rock poison. 
Not having as yet the opportunity of trying ijhe deleterious 
quality of the substance, I cannot pretend to say whether this ■ 
account of the peasantry be strictly true, but I shoald rather 
conclude that it is exaggerated. 

In the course of the day we arrived at the house of Kriiger, 
the commandant ofSneuwberg,who kindly offered his services 
to be of our party, though he had but just returned from an 
expedition against the Bosjesmans. He had at this time with 
him in the house one of these wild men, with his two wives 
and a little child, which by lot had fallen to bis share out of 
forty that had been taken prisoners. The man was only four 
feet five inches high, and his wives were still of a shorter sta- 
ture, one being four feet two, and the other four feet three 
inches. He represented to us, through a Bosjesman interpre- 
ter, the condition of his countrymen as truly deplorable. That 
for several months in the year, when the frost and snow pre- 
vented them from making their excursions against the farmers, 
their sufferings from cold and want of food were indescriba- 
ble : that they frequently beheld their wives and children pe- 
rishing with hunger, without being able to give them any 
relief. The good season even brought little alleviation to 
their misery. They knew themselves to be hated by all man- 
kind, and that every nation around them was an enemy planning; 
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their destruction. Kpt a breath of wind rustled throc^h the 
leares^notabird screamed, that were not supposed to announce 
danger. Hunted, while at liberty, like beasts of prey, aad 
inhumanly treated by the formers when carried into slavery, 
their condition in either case was desperate. The burden of 
thur song was vengeance gainst the Dutch. This little man 
was intended to have accompanied us ; but as he proceeded 
with reluctance, and seemed more inclined to abide by bis 
vi'tei, he was permitted to follow his usorious inclinations. 

As we advanced to the northward, a curious but most de- 
plorable spectacle presented itself to our observation. It 
-was a troop of locusts resting upon the ground. The space 
^y covered wa9 about one square mile in extent, and so 
^mpletely that the surface appeared to the eye, at a little 
distance, to h^ve been burned and strewed over with brown 
^es. Not a shrub ncH- blade of grass was visible. The wag-r 
gons passed directly through them, before which tbey rose up 
ia a cloud that darkened the air on each side. Desirous of 
seeing the whole troop on the wing, the Hottentots ran amopgst 
them, and the horses were made to gallop through theon, but 
without success ; none but such as were immediately under 
the feet of the men and horses rose up. In all other parts 
^y remained firm on the ground. The peasantry pretend 
that they a^-e not to be driven away unless the. signal for de- 
parture should be given from their commander in chidj <Hie 
(^ wl^ch ifi supposed to accoii^iany every troop. 

On the erening of tho 23d, we encamped at the &>ot of a 
Ijujlje mountain, remarkable for its pointed peak, and also odl 
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account of its detached situation. It was separated from aO 
the circumjacent mountains, on four sides, by as many lai^ge 
level meadows abundant in springs of water. It forois one 
of the highest points of South Africa. The waters flow froia 
the surrounding meadowa in every direction ; a circumstance 
from which Colonel Gordon probably was induced to give it 
the name of the Compass Mountain. On the south-east aide is 
the source of the Sunday river. On all the others are sprii^g* 
whose streamlets unite at no great distance from their sources* 
and flow directly to the north. The general sur&ce of tho 
country, on the northern side of the monntain, is at least 
fifteen hundred feet above the source of the Sunday river ; 
and the height of the peak above thia general surface was 
found, by trigonometrical meaaiiEemeot, to be also very nearly 
fifteen hundred feet. 

The rills of water that meandered tbrot^ the meadows 
were covered with the common reed, and these were frfrt 
i^uentecl wiUi vast flocks of small birds, particularly with the 
hitia orixy c^led by English ornitbologiBts the gnnat^^ and 
by the French, the cardinal of the Cape of Good Hopd The 
male is remarkable for its gaudy plum^e dnring the spiing 
and summer months : in these seasons the neck, bieaat, bs^ky 
tipper and under part of the rump, are of a bright cnmaqe ; 
the throat and abdomen are glossy black. During the other 
six months it is stripped of its gaudy attire, and adopts Uie 
modest garb of the female, which is at all times that of a 
greyish brown. They are gregarious, and build then- nests in 
lai^e societies. Another remarkable bird we obs^red in the 
leeds. This was the long-tailed fincb» described ia ^be %st0ma 
2 
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Naturay as the hxia Caffr'ay on the authority ofThunberg; 
and in the same book, with more propriety, as the eti^riza 
■iongkaitda. The changes that this bird undergoes are still 
more extraordinary than those of the grenadier. The black 
feathers of its tail, which are fifteen inches long, while the 
body is barely five, are placed in vertical positions like those 
of the domestic cock. The bounty of nature seems to have 
been extended to this bird to its disadvantage ; its tail, when 
on the wing, impeding, instead of assisting, its flight. This 
long tail, however, endures but the season of love. In the 
winter it assumes the same as that of the female, short, brown, 
and horizontal, and it can then fly like other birds. The 
change of plumage, in many birds, from that of the male to 
the female, and the contrary, has led some speculative natu- 
ralists to adopt an opinion that a change of sex also actually 
t^es place. This, however, is not the case with respect to 
the two birds in question. The long-tailed finch appears to 
be one of those few of the feathered tribe that, in a state of na- 
ture, -are found to be polygamous. I have frequently seen 
from thirty to forty of their nests together in one clump of 
feeds, but never more than two males at one place.. Thecon- 
fltmctioD of their nests is very curious. They are entirely 
composed of green grass neatly plaited into a round ball, and 
knotted fast between the stems of two reeds. The entrance 
is through a tube whose orifice is on the under side, next to 
■&e water. 

I The terminatiott of the Snowy mountains is, about twelve 
miles to the north-eastward of Compassberg ; apd here a port 
^ passage through Uie Jast xidge opens upon a plain extend-: 
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ing to the northward, without a swell, farther than the eye 
could command. Eight miles beyond this pass we en- 
camped for the night, where the weather was more raw and 
c^d than we had hitherto experienced it on the Sneuwberg. 
The thick clouds being at length dissipated by the sun, the 
Compassbei^ appeared at a distance white near the summit 
with snow. 

The division of Sneuwberg comprehends a great extent of 
country. The moment we had. ascended from the plains be- 
hind Graaff Reynet to those more elevated of Sneuwberg, the 
difierence of the face of the country and its natural produc- 
tions were remarkably striking. One of the characters of the 
African mountains is that of having one of their sides steep 
and lofty, whilst the opposite one gradually slopes off in an 
inchned plane. The Compassberg is the last to the north- 
ward that presents a bold and high front to the southern hori- 
zon. Beyond this the northern aspects oi the mountains are 
the highest. 

It was an observation sufficiently striking, and which must 
have occurred to every one who has been the least attentive to 
the mountains and rivers of South Africa, that the ascent of 
the former invariably increases with the descent of the latter ; 
or,, hi oth^ words, that the highest sides of the moufttains face 
that quarter towards, which the rwers flow, whilst their sloping 
sides are opposed to the streams; That, such, mdced, are the. 
appearances, which ought to present themselves oa the sur- 
face of every country of Neptunian origin, is conformable to 
wlat may ^very day be observed^ on a small scatcv W the beds 
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of rivers and most water-courses. The banks of earth or safld^ 
tbat the current of waters has iJiere deposited, have alirayti 
their highest points down the stream. The reason is too ob-< 
vious to require an explanation. The formation of such 
banks in the beds of rivers supplies also another observation 
that is generally found to take place on the grand scale. They 
continue to elongate at both extremities : the upper increases 
by the diminution of the stream, which it has divided and 
thrown on each side, and the lower by the eddy caused from 
the meeting again of this divided current. Analogous to this 
effect, the point of land between the con6uence of two rivers 
has been observed, by a very able geographer, always to traJ 
Tel downwards towards the sea ; and the point of land tbat 
divides a river, to travel upwards towards the source. 

The clusters of mountains which form what is usually called 
the Snftiwberg, arc composed of sand-stone lying nearJy iri 
horizontal strata; few of them were observed to have th6 
quartzose summits that prevailed in the great ranges near the 
Cape, and in that of Zwarteberg : but their bases, like these, 
rest on blue scfaistas. The soil of the Sneuwberg is generally 
clayey, frequently clodded together in indurated masses that 
appear oi a greasy texture to the eye, and such masses con- 
tained a lEU'ge portion of dark foliated mica. The plants 
tiiat chiefiy prevailed on the elevated parts were tufis of long 
grass, small heathy shrubs, a beautiful mesembryanthemum 
with large clusters of small, bright red flowers, and another 
that seemed to dififer in nothing from the former, except in 
the color of the petals, which were white. Besides these were 
also a smftH cKosma, and two species of the iris wkb t&B sptiws 
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of flowers, one blue, the other yellow. The lower parts of the 
plains were charmingly embroidered with almost the whole 
tribe of syngenesious plants. Of these were most abundant 
various species of arctotis^ othonna^ cinerariat aster, calendula^ 
athanasia, iixnecetum, senecio, and gnaphaUumy all of them, at 
this time» in the height of their bloom. 

But that which mostly discriminated the Sneuwberg from 
other parts of the country, was the total want of shrubbery. 
F<H- miles together these elevated plains produced not a stick. 
We passed one kloof between two hills, in which stood about 
a dozen small mimosas ; and nothing could more strongly 
have marked the scarcity of bushes than the prodigious quan- 
tity of nests that these contained, made by different species 
of small birds, chiefly sparrows, finches, and grossbeaks. 
They were scattered over the branches as thickly as those of 
o'ows in a rookery ; and, what was still more remarkable, 
there stood in the same bush, with six or eight others, the 
nest of a hawk, containing two white eggs with small crimson 
specks. The bird, on the wing, appeared to be brown and 
white, and was named by tbe peasantry the white falcon. 
The nests of the small birds were mostly hedged round with 
thorns, and, like tliat of tlie magpie, bad a cover built over 
them, and they had all narrow entrances through tubes or 
small holes. 

It is a remarkable fact, that there are many persons in 
Sneuwberg who have never seen a tree. Even the comman- 
dant, who for many years had traversed the whole country 
to the northward in expeditions against the Bosjesmans, bad 
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never seen a wood till he came with us, on the present jour- 
ney, into the KafFer country. Very few of the houses have 
a shrub, much less a tree of any sort, standing near them. 
The violent winds, more than the intensity of the cold, injure 
the growth of plants; for it is positively asserted that even 
oaks, which in Europe bear almost any degree of cold, will 
not grow ou the Sneuwberg. 

The fuel chiefly used by the inhabitants is the dung of ani- 
mals, which accumulates in the places where their cattle are 
nightly pent up, to prevent their destruction by wolves and 
other beasts of prey, and their depredation by Bosjesmans. 
In the spring of the year this material is dug out in long 
squares, as turf is cut from the bog in the northern parts of 
England ; which are spread out to dry, and then, like turf, 
are piled up in stacks fur the winter's consumption. At all 
the farm-houses we passed they were busily employed in cut- 
ting or in stacking their fuel. 

The causes that operate against the growth of trees and 
shrubs extend not, however, to the gramineous plants. Grain 
of all kinds is fully as productive here as in the lower districts ; 
but the crops are generally a month, and sometimes two months 
later, when they are exposed to thunder-storms, which/ are 
exceedingly violent in these mountains, and almost always 
attended by heavy showers of hail. The finest crops have 
sometimes been completely destroyed by these storms in the 
course of half an hour. The return, however, of the season 
when these happen being tolerably constant, commencing 
generally with the new year, they can in most years prevent 
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the evil by an early seed-time. But there is a calamity of a 
different nature to which their crops are subject, against 
which there seems to be no preventive. This is occasioned 
by the multitudes of locusts with which they are occasionally 
infested. When these insects make their appearance, not a 
single field of com remains unconsumed by them. In the pre- 
sent year, I imagine that the whole of the Sneuwberg will not 
produce a single bushel. In this and similar cases the in- 
habitants eat no bread; they bear the evil with great pa- 
tience, and console themselves by saying, that they must make 
np for the loss in this article by killing a double quantity of 
mutton. But the greatest of all the drawbacks on the profits 
of the boors or grazing farmers is that which is occasioned by 
the depredations of the Bosjesmans. The trifling quantity of 
com they cultivate is merely for home consumption; their 
cattle are reared for the market. With all their precaution, 
and the constant attendance of numerous Hottentots in their 
employ, they are sometimes uniable to pi-event a surprise from 
these savages. An inhabitant of Sneuwberg not only lives 
under the continual apprehension of losing his property, but 
is perpetually exposed to the danger of being put to death. 
If he has occasion to go to the distance of five hundred yards 
from his house, lie is under the necessity of carrying a mus- 
quet. He can neither plow, nor sow. nor reap, without 
being under arms. If he would gather a few greens in the 
garden, he must take his gun in his hand. To endure such 
a life of constant dread and anxiety, a man must be accus- 
tomed to it from his in&ncy, and unacquainted with one that 
is better. Notwithstanding these inconveniencies, Sneuwberg 
has its temptations. It may be considered as the best nur- 
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sery for sheep in the whole coltmy. They are here niQch su- 
perior to those of the other districts both la size and condi- 
tion. The tails of some of them weigh not less than eighteen 
or twenty pounds ; many are from twelve to sixteen pounds ; 
and the usual average is from eight to ten pounds. A farmer 
here has seldom fewer than from three to four thousand sheep. 
He derives no sort of benefit from the wool, which is short 
and harsh like hair. That this is owing to the breed, and not 
to the climate, has been shewn by the introduction of some 
Spanish sheep a few years ago, the wool of which is supi>osed 
to have improved by their continuance in Africa : specimem 
of it sent to the London market are said to have fetched an 
unusual high price. Were a few of Bakewell's rams intro- 
duced into the Sneuwberg, and crossed with the Spanish 
sheep already there, there can be little doubt that a breed of 
a very excellent quality would be procured. Nothing can 
possibly be worse than the thin, long-legged, broad-tailed 
^eep of Southern Africa, of which the annexed print is a 
correct portrait. 

The hills of the Sneuwberg are not better calculated as 
pasturage for sheep than the plains are for homed cattle. 
The butter that is made here is supposed to be preferable to 
any other in the colony, and of course is much sought after 
in the Cape, where it is brought in considerable quantity* 
salted and put up in casks. They reckon that on a mode- 
rately good farm fifty cows will produce a hundred pounds of 
butter a-week, besides bringing up the calves, which are al- 
ways suffered to run with their mothers. The draught oxen 
are large, stout, and generally in good condition ; and their 
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horses^ though small, go through a great deal of hard ser- 
vice. In manj parts they are subject to a peculiar dis- 
ease which proves fatal to great numbers. This disease, 
however, is entirely local. At one farm there may not be a 
single instance of a horse having taken it, whilst at another, 
not more than six miles from it, they can scarcely keep a 
horae alive ; which may be considered as a proof of its being 
occasioned by certain plants whose leaves, or flowers, or 
fruits, possess a deleterious quality. The Bosjesmans are well 
aware of the time when the horse-distemper rages, and are 
then particularly bold and troublesome, knowing that the 
farmers will not risk a pursuit atler them on foot. 

Such are the advantages and the calamities of which the 
people of Sneuwberg are alternately susceptible. Sensible of 
the former, they bear the latter with a degree of patience which 
borders on indifference, but meet them, however, with becom- 
ing fortitude. The boors of Sneuwberg appear to be in general 
a better description of men than those who inhabit the sea- 
coast. They are a peaceable, obliging, and orderly people ; 
a brave and hardy race of men. The constant danger to 
which their persons and their property are exposed will less 
admit a life of idleness and inactivity ; and it is not iu the 
men alone that their dangerous situation has called forth the 
active powers, but the women also evidently possess more 
animation, and lead a less sedentary and listless life, than 
those of the lower divisions. Remarkable instances of female 
fortitude have here occasionally been shewn. The wife of 
one of our party having received intelligence, in the absence 
of her husband, that the Bosjesmans had carried off a troop 
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of their sheep, instantly mounted her horse, took 4 musquet 
in her hand, and, accompanied by a single Hottentot, -engaged 
the plunderers for some time, put them to flight, and re- 
covered every sheep. 

With in6oitely more drawbacks on the produce of their ia- 
dustry than any of their countrymen experience, the anarchy 
that prevailed in GraaiF Reyuet produced no sort of disturb- 
ance among the people of Sneuwberg. They lent a material 
assistance indeed to promote the measures of government. 
The only grievance of which I ever heard them complain, 
and which appears to be a real inconvenience to all who in- 
habit the remote parts of the colony, is a ridiculous and ab- 
surd law respecting marriage ; and as it seems to have no 
foundation in reason, and little in policy, except indeed, like 
the marriage-acts in other countries, it be intended as a check 
to population, it ought to be repealed. By this law the par- 
ties are both obliged to be present at the Cape, in order to 
answer certain interrogatories, and pass the forms of office 
there, the chief intention of which seems to be that pf pre- 
venting improper marriages. from being contracted ; as if the 
commissaries appointed to this office, at the distance of five 
er six hundred miles, should be better acquainted with the 
connections and other circumstances regarding the parties, 
than the landrost,' the clergyman, and the members of the 
council residing upon the spot. The expence of the journey 
to the young couple is greater than they can frequently well 
afford. For decency's sake they must set out in two wag- 
gons, though in the course of a month's journey, across a 
desert country, it is said they generally make one serve the 
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purpose ; the consequence of which is, that nine times out 
of ten the consummation of the marriage precedes the cere* 
mony. This naturally produces another bad effect. The 
poor gir), after the familiarities of a long journey, lies en- 
tirely at the mercy of the man, who, having satisfied his curi- 
osity or his passion, sometimes deserts her before their arrival 
at the altar ; and it has sometimes happened that the lady 
bas repented of her choice, in the course of the journey, and 
driven homA^.again in her own waggon. Though in our own 
country a trip to Scotland be sometimes taken where ob- 
stacles at a nearer distance could not safely be surmounted, 
yet it would be considered as a very ridiculous, as well as 
vexatious, law, that should oblige the parties intending to 
marry to proceed from the Land's End to Ix)ndon to carry 
their purpose into execution. The inhabitants of Graaff 
Rcynet must travel twice that distance in order to be married. 

Almost all the people of the Snowy mountains, who were 
advanced in years, were subject to gravelly complaints, occa- 
sioned probably by the badness of the water, which at one 
season of the year is a muddy mixture of snow and earth, and 
at the other strongly impregnated w,ith salt. And not to the 
human species alone are complaints of this nature here con- 
fined, but almost all animals, whether domesticated or in a 
state of nature, are found to have more or less of stones or 
masses of sand formed in the bladder or stomach. Large oval 
stones are very commonly found in the stomach of the spring- 
bok, and numbers of a smaller size in the eggs of ostriches, 
as I have already remarked. 
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On the twenty-fifth we proceeded about twenty miles to 
the northward, over a level country, consisting chiefly of 
meadow-ground, well watered by numerous springs and 
small rills, but destitute of every appeamnce of a bu^ 
or shrub. On every side was grazing a multitude of wild 
animals, as gnoos, and quachas, and hartebeests, and spring- 
boks ; and in such large troops as in no other part of the 
country had yet been observed by us. The place of our en- 
campment was called Gordon's Fonteyn, and near it stood the 
last Christian habitation, towards this quarter, in the colony. 
In this near situation to the Bosjesmans we found four 
families living together in one bouse, as a better security to 
each other against the attacks of these people. 

On its being understood that beyond this place it would 
no longer be safe to proceed without an armed fwce, the in- 
habitants of the Sneuwberg and its several divisions had been 
summoned to meet us here, in order that the commandant of 
the district might select as many as should be deemed suffi- 
cient to enable us with safety to prosecute our journey 
through the country. For this purpose he took sixteen 
. farmers and eight armed Hottentots, which, with our own 
party and the other Hottentots employed as drivers and leaders, 
amounted all together to about fifty persons. ' For the use of 
these there were seven waggons, about a hundred oxen, and 
fifty horses, besides a flock of fifty or sixty sheep for our con- 
sumption on the journey. The people, whom the command- 
ant made choice of, were all young men, who, reluctantly as 
at all times tlicy take the service of the regular expeditions. 
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seemed deliglited on the present occasion^ which they con- 
sidered in the light only of a party of pleasure. 

On the evening of the twenty-sixth we collected our forces 
at the commencement of the Sea-Com river, which was about 
six miles to the northward of the last habitation. This river 
is formed from the collected branches that fall to the north- 
ward from the different parts of Sneuwberg, and from the 
Roode-bergf or Red mountain, which is in fact an arm of the 
forraer, stretching to the northward. The Sea-Cow river, aqd 
indeed all the streams that behind the Snowy mountains run 
northerly, are remarkably distinguished from those whose 
currents take an opposite dii-ection, by having their banks co-^ 
vered with tall reeds, the arundo pkragmites, and being destitute 
of a shrub or tree ; whereas the latter are always inclosed by 
mimosas, willows, and other tall arboreous plants. The north- 
era rivers consist generally of a chain of deep stagnant pools 
connected by the beds of narrow channels that for the greater 
part of the year are entirely dry. Some of the gatij or holes^ 
of the Sea-Cow river were five or six miles in length, and deep 
enough to float a line-of-battle ship. These holes, it seems, 
contained formerly vast numbers of the animal from whence 
the river has borrowed its name ; but the encroachments of 
the colonists, and the ease and convenience of hunting them 
in these pools, have been the means of destroying them al- 
most entirely. Now and then a hippopotamus is still taken 
in some of the holes of the river. 

The following day our journey lay across plains that 
swarmed with game. In pursuing the gaoos uid different 
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species of antelopes ire killed a prodigious large tyger-noHV 
such as I have .already described, two quachas, and a couple 
of snakes of the same species, one five, the other near six 
ieet long ; their color was ivhoUy of a golden yelloiv ; they 
were very fierce, and made several attempts to spring »t the 
horses. The peasantry considered them as veaomous, ajad 
gave them the Fortugueae name of cobiv capeli$. 

Travelling twoity miles farther to the northward we came- 
to that part of the river where Govemof Van Plettenberg. 
ended bis journey towards this quarter ; and baited near the 
place where, in commemoration of the event, be caused a 
stone or taakea to be erected, which he also intended should 
•erv« as a point in the line of demarcation between the colony 
and the country of the Bo^esmaqs. These people, however, 
had thrown down and broken in pieces the Governor's monu- 
ment ; but the place retained, the name of the Edd Hea^$ 
iaaim; and the large hole of the river, vpon the bank of. 
whidi it stood, bore the name of Pfe«en^»■J'^g«^ 

. The faaaken of the governor was an object of less curiosity 
than one that attracted our attention on the opposite bank 
of the river. It consisted of a clump of about half a doien 
large bushes, the first that had occurred fQT as many days ; 
yet the rarity of frutescent plants alone might have escaped 
jnotice, had it not been for the vast number and large dimen- 
sions of birds' nests with which they appeared to be loaded ; 
and which were judged to be at least sufficiently large for the 
vnltures that were hovering in the air, or for the large blue 
cranes that sat near them by the river's side. On approach^ 
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ing the bushes, a numerous 6ock of birds, about the size of 
the common sky-lark, issued from them. Our boors, though 
-unacquainted with the nests, immediately recognised the bird 
to be the locust-eater, and rejoiced not a little at its appear* 
■ance so near the colony. This species of thrush, it seems, is 
a migrating bird, and is only met with in places where the 
■ migrating locust frequents. It had not been seen in the co- 
lony for the space of thirteen years ; that is to say, since the 
last time that the locusts infested the Sneuwbei^. The head, 
breast, and back, are of a pale cinereous color ; the abdomen 
and rump vhite ; wings and tail black, the latter short and a 
little forked i from the angle of the mouth a naked area of 
sulphureous yellow extends under the eye and a little beyond 
it ; and two naked black striae under the throat. The specific 
same of gryllivorm may with propriety be given to it, as its 
whole food 4eems to consist of the lar\'ae of this insect, at least 
when they are to be obtained. Nature has seldom inflicted a 
bane but she has accompanied it with an antidote ; or, m 
-other words, she has ordained that one half of the creation 
should destroy and devour the other, no doubt for wise and 
good purposes, diough the limited faculties of man may not 
be able to disoover, in many instances, the benevolence of the 
■design. The numbers of the gryUivori are not less astonish- 
ing than those of the locusts. Their nests, which at a dis- 
4ance appeared to be of such great magnitude, were found 
en examination to consist of a number of cells, each of which 
was a separate nest with a tube that led into it through the 
-dide. Of suoh cells each clump contained from six co twenty ; 
and one general roof of interwoven twigSr covered the whole 
like that nmde by the magpie. Host of them had young 
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birds, generally five in each ; the eggs were of a bluish vhita 
with small, faint, reddish specks. These binls had here taken- 
up a temporary abode on a spot which they were not likely, 
in a short space of time, to be under the necessity of quitting^ 
for want of food. Of the innumerable muUitudes of the in- 
complete insect, or larva, of the locusts, which at this time 
infested this part of Africa, no adequate idea can possibly be 
conceived without having witnessed them. For the space ot 
ten miles on each side of the Sea-Cow river, and eighty or 
ninety miles in length, an area of sixteen or eighteen hundred 
square miles, the whole surface of the ground might literally 
be said to be covered with them. The water of the river was 
scarcely visible on account of the dead carcases that floated 
on the surface, which had perished in the attempt to devour 
the reeds that were growing in the water. They had com- 
pletely destroyed every green herb and every blade of grass; 
and had it not been for the insulated reeds^ on which, ouc 
cattle entirely subsisted while we skirted the banks of the river» 
onr journey must have been discontinued, at least in the line 
that had been proposed, for waut'of food for our horses and 
cattlel The larvae, as generally is the case in this class of in- 
sects, are much more voracious than the perfect animal ; nothing 
is rejected by tliem that belongs to the vegetable part of the 
creation. They swarmed in thousands into oiu* tent to de- 
vour the crumbs of bread that fell on the ground, and seized 
with avidit/^n a mutton-bone. They are not, however, with- 
out a choice in their food, ^hen they attack a field of com 
just stricken into the ear, they first mount to the summit, and 
pick out every grain before they touch the leaves and the stem. 
In such a state it is lamentable to see the ruins of a fine ;&eld 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 313 

ef corn; The insect seems constantly to be in motion and to 
kave some object in view. Wlien on a marcli during the day 
it is utterly impossible to turn the direction of a troop, which 
is generally the same as that of the wind. The traces of their 
route over the country remain formany weeks after they have 
passed it, the surface appearing as if swept by a broom, or as 
if a harrow had been drawn over it. Towards the setting of 
tiie sun the march is discontinued, when the troop divides in* 
to separate companies, which surround the small shrubs, or 
tufts of grass, or ant-hills, and in such thick clusters that they- 
appear like so many swarms of bees ; and in this manner they 
rest till day-lights. * It is at such times only, when they are thus 
formed into groupes,. that the farmers have any chance of de- 
stroying them,, which they sometimes efieot by driving among 
tiiem a flock of two or three thousand sheep, by vrbose rest* 
lessors they are trampled to death. 

liuekily tbe viiaits of this gregarious insect are but period- 
ical, otherwise the whole country must inevitably be deserted, 
fl» wherever they appear they rest, as the prophet in Holy 
"Writ hath said, " upon all thorns and upon all bushes." 
Even at this time the- cattle in many parts of Sneuwberg are 
stan'ing for want of food. The present year is the third of 
their continuance, and their increase has far exceeded that 
of a geometrical progression whose ratio is a^ million*- for< 
ten yeiHs preceding their present visit,, the colony had beeQ> 
entirely free from Uiem. Their last departure was rather sin- 
gular. All the full-grown insects were driven into the 8ea> 
by a tempestuous north-west wind, and were afterwards cast. 
upon the beach, where it is said they formed a bank of three 
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or four feei higb> which extended from the mouth df the Boa* 
jesmans* river to that of the Beeka, a distance of near fifly 
English miles ; and it is ass^ed, that when this mass became 
putrid, and the wind was at south-east, the stench was seii- 
aibly felt in several parts of Sneuwberg. Fortunately they 
were driven thus to sea before they had deposited their eggs 
^in the ground. The larvse at the same time were emigrating 
to the northward. The column of these imperfect insects 
passed the houses of two of our party^ who assured me that it 
continued moving forwards without any interruption, except 
by night, for more than a month. The grylhvari in myriads 
were close at their heels, and departed along with them, de- 
•vouring them as they proceeded along, since which, till the 
present year, not one of this species of bird was to be found 
.in ti»e country. 

Hunting excursions had daily been made on the plains, at 
a distance from the fiver, where game of all sorts were ia ^e 
greatest abundance ; but the chief object of our pursuit was 
the ^00 or wild beast, as it i? called by the Dutch. A party 
6f five or six boors, with as many Hottentots, bad attended 
fine for two days, in order to ftfocure o&e of these animals, 
but without success* On the third day, having mustered a com- 
pany of ten boors, after a very long c^ce we contrived to 
bem in between two hills a troop consisting of about fifty, out 
of which, at one volley, we killed and wounded no less than, 
half a dozen. This extraordinary animal is the swiftest beast 
that ranges the plains of Airica ; so swift indeed that a 
traveller has not always the oppcutunity of getting it int* bis 
possession. The various descriptions that have been given pf 
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it, all differing from each other, should 6eem to have beeQ 
taken from report rather than from nature, notwithstanding 
that one of them was for some time in the menagerie of the 
Prince of Orange at the Hague. Nature, .though regular and 
systematic in all her works, often pu^les and perplexes humaa^ 
systems, of which tliis animal affords an instance. In the 
shape of its body it evidently partakes of the horse,, the ox, 
the stag, and the antelope : the shoulders, body, thighs, and 
saaaie, are equine ; the head completely bovine; the tail partly 
one and partly the other, exactly like that of the quacfaa ; th? 
tegs, from the kaee-joints downwards, aad the feet,. are slen- 
der and elegant like those of the stag, .and it has the suboeular ' 
mtuSt which is common to most, though not to all, of the an- 
telope tribe. Yet from this imperfect character it has beea ar- 
ranged, on the authority of Sparrman,.ia.the S^atema N^ura^, 
among the antelopes, to which, fit the four, it has certaioly the 
least affinity. The Linnaean system can be considered only ae 
the alphabet of nature, the characters of which cannot ba too 
clearly and distioctJy msu-ked ; of course, external appearances 
only should enter into it. Perhaps the introduction ofmter^ 
mediate genera might without impropriety be adopted, to in- 
clude such animals as are found to partake of more than one 
genus ; which wouJd also point out the nice links that unite 
the grand chain of creation. The gnoo is a second time men- 
tioned in the S^utema Naturae and with more propriety, as $< 
.variety of the boa coffer, or buffalo, under the name of^Uggm 
et parvm Afrieanua bos, ^c. 

Its head is about eighteen inches long ; the upper part com- 
pletely guarded by the rugged roots of the horns that sp^ad 
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across the forehead, leaving only a narrow channel between 
4;hem that wears out with age, as in the instance of the buf- 
falo ; the horns project forwards twelve inches, then turn in a 
■short curve backwards ten inches ; from the root to the point 
is only nine inches ; down the middle of the face grows a ridge 
of black hair four incbes in length ; and from the under lip to 
•the throat another ridge somewhat longer : the orbit of the eye 
is round, and surrounded by long white hairs that, like so many 
radii, diverge and form a kind of star : this radiated eye gives 
to the animal a fierce and a very uncommon look. The same 
sort of white vibrissse are thinly dispersed over the lips: the 
neck is little more than a foot long ■: on the upper part is a 
mane extending beyond the shoulders, erect, and five inches 
in length ; the hair like bristles, -black in the middle and white 
on each side ; this mane appears as if it had been cut and 
trimmed with nice attention ; a ridge of black hair, from six 
inches to a foot in length, extends from the fore part of the 
chest under the fore legs to the beginning of the abdomen: 
the body is about three feet two inches long ; the joints (^ 
the hip-bones project high, and form on the haunches a pair 
of hemispheres : the tail is twafeet long, flat near the root, 
where the hair grows only out of the sides ; this is white, 
bristly, and bushy: the whole length, Irom the point of the 
nose to the end of the tail, seven feet ten inches, and the 
height three feet six inches ; the color is that of a mouse, widi 
■a few ferruginous straggling hairs on the sides : Uke the mare, 
it has only two teats ; and all its habits and its motions are 
equine : though a small animal, it appears of a very consider- 
able size when prancing over the plains. The gnoo might be 
considered as an emblem of unbounded freedom with the 
1 
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means of supporting it. Strength, swiftness, weapons of de- 
fence, a nice nose, and a quick sight, it eminently possesses. 
MTien they happen to be disturbed, the whole herd begin to 
draw together, and to butt each other with their horns, to 
bound and play their various gambols, after which they gal- 
lop off to a distance. Their motions are extremely free, varied, 
and always elegant. Though fierce and vicious as it certainly 
is in its wild state, yet it probably might not be very difficult 
of domestication. No successful attempts however have yet 
been made to tame it. The Hesh is so like that of an ox, both 
in appearance, and taste, that it is not to be distinguished 
from it. 

The annexed print will convey a very accurate idea of this 
interesting and extraordinary animal, though I have no doubt 
some persons will be found no less incredulous than a certain 
general officer of high rank and great command, who rejected 
Mr. Daniell's very curious and valuable work, to which be had 
subscribed, because he was well assured in his own mind that 
the figure of the Gnoo, Instead of being a portrait drawn from 
nature, was a creature entirely of the artist's imagination. 

The heavy lumpish figure of the Eland formed a great con- 
trast with the elegant shape of the gnoo. The former was not 
less numerous than the latter, and was taken with as great fa* 
cility as the otlier was with difficulty. Of all the antelopes in 
Southern Africa, this species is by much the largest and the 
most aukward. The head, the thick neck, and the dewlap of 
the male, the body, legs, and hoofs, arc completely bovine. 
The horns andtail only indicate its affinity to the antelope 
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tribe. Its Imbit, its gait, its size, and general appearance, 
are those of the ox. The Gnoo when wounded becomes furious 
and turns upon bis pursuer ; and he is said to be so impatient 
of pain and danger, that, in order to put a speedy end tQ 
them, he will frequently fly to a pit of water and drown him- 
self. The Eland is altogether as mild and patient. On ac- 
count of the ease with which this animal is taken, the utility 
of its flesh as food, and of its skin for harness and traces, few 
of them now remain within the limits of the colony ; and in a 
few years the Eland will, in all probability, he a rare beast 
in the southern angle of Africa. The rude farmers who, like 
children, grasp only at the gratification of the moment, without 
any regard to futurity, are taking the best means in the world 
to hasten their extirpation. The bull, being much larger, 
fatter, and having a tougher hide, than the female, is always 
selected from the herd and bunted down by dogs, or killed 
with the musket ; the consequence of which is, that numbers 
of herds are occasionally met with consisting only of females. 
They are subject also to a cutaneous disease that makes great 
havoc among the bovine tribe. It is called by the farmers 
the brandt sickti, or burning disease. It generally makes its 
appearance among the cattle towards the end of the rainy sea- 
son. The hair first begins to fall off; the skin is covered with 
Kurf and scabs ; the joints become stiff*, and the animal lan- 
guishes, consumes, and dies. All the antelopes arc more or 
less subject to this disorder, but chiefly so the Gnoo, the 
Hartebeest, and the Eland, these approaching nearest to the 
nature of the ox. Many of the plains were strewed with the 
skeletons of these and other animals that had fallen by the dis- 
ease. The Eland of the Cape is the Oreas of the Systema Na- 
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iurat and ibe Indian antelope of Pennant. The male of one 
which we shot measured ten feet and a half in lengtb, and six 
feet and a half in height, but it was considered by the boors 
■as being of an extraordinary size. 

, Upon the plains of the Sea-Cow river, we fell in with 
springboks in countless troops, with hartebeests, and bont^ 
boks. The last antelope is marked in the same manner as the 
scrota of the ^sterna Natura ; but the brown colour is of a 
darker tint, and the animal is considerably smaller than the 
bont^bok of Zwelleadam. Quachas from fifty to a hundred 
in a troop were hourly seen. The smaller kinds of game were 
also very plentiful. Hares were continually annong the horses' 
feet. Of this animal are four known species in or near the 
colony ; the common hare, the Cape hare, the momitdin hare, 
and the red-rumped hare. Of the last, the ext^ior part of 
the thighs and it« long tail are of a deep chesnut color, and 
the ears are much shorter than in the others. Cape partridges 
and the Namaaqua grouse were equally plentiful. The latter 
is a gregarious bird, and we usually met with it in large coveys 
near all the springs of water. So little were they intimidated 
at the approach of our people, that they suffered themselves 
to be knocked down with whips and sticks. A new species 
of korhaen or bustard was also seen here ; it appeared to be 
something like the tetria^ or French field-duck, but was so very 
wild and scarce that not one of them could be procured. The 
Egyptian black ibis (niger,) and another species of tantalus, 
called by the formers the haddadas, were obtained at this 
place. The latter uttered the most horrid scirams that can 
be imagined. I believe it has not yet been described. The 
F f2 
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beak is black ; the ridge of the upper mandible, and the up- 
per part of the toes, red ; head, neck, and abdomen, cinereous 
-blue ; wing and tail feathers, deep violet blue ; back feathers 
green, edged with dusky brown ; shoulders and covering fea- 
thers of the wings of a metalHc lustre and iridescent. The 
mountain goose, the Egyptian goose, and the mountain duck, 
■were seen in considerable numbers. The last species answers 
to the description of the cana ; but there seems to be a mistake 
in giving the white head to the male, which is found only in 
the female. Several other aquatic birds were met with about 
the Sea-Cow river, attracted thither, no doubt, by the vast 
quantities of fish that it contained. Of these a species of c^ 
prhats of a silvery color \Pas the most common ; and we 
caught also a species of nlurus. The most remarkable of 
the birds were the platalea kucorodiot or white spoonbill, 
the great white pelican, and the flamingo. "We saw also 
the common crane igrus), the Numidian crane {virgo\ and 
the heron {ctnerea); the bald ibis {calom^ the Cape curlew» 
and the common coot. 

In the neighbourhood of such places as are most frequented 
by graminivorous animals, the carnivorous tribe are, as might 
naturally be expected, the most abundant. The peasantry 
-were, however, much surprised that no more than one lion had 
been seen by the party among the reedy banks of the Sea-Cow 
river, a part of the country that has at all times been consi- 
dered as particularly infested by this animal, and where they 
are also of a much larger size as well as of a fiercer temper 
than those of the lower parts of the colony. The people of 
Sneuwberg are great sufferers from their irequent visits, parti- 
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cularly in- their horses, to the flesh of which, after that of a 
Hottentot, Uie hoij seems to give a decided preference. The 
farmers here have a kind of dog that is not afraid to attack a 
Jion ; and it is said that instances have occurred wherein two 
of these together have been able to destroy him. This do. 
mestic animal is as large, but not so strongly made, as the 
Newfoundland dog, of a dark cinereous brown, with black and 
ferruginous stripes, a long straight tail, long pendulous ears, 
and spurious toes on the hind legs. Of tigers, as they are 
called in the colony, the peasantry distinguisl) two sorts, the 
tiger of the mountains and the tiger of the plains. Of the 
first, the upper part of the body and exterior part of the legs 
are of a fallow ground, with irregular black spots, some circu- 
lar, somelunated, and others ocellated ; in-some parts distinct, 
in others running together in clusters; the sides, belly, and in- 
terior parts of the legs, a white ground with large black cir* 
cular spots ; upper part of the tail fulvous, with oblong black 
spots ; under part barred across with alternate black and white 
bands ; vibrissfe or strong bristles about the mouth, silvery 
white ; a black line along the fore part of the shoulders to the 
chest ; length from the nose to the end of the tail seven feet 
four inches ; length of the tail two feet ten inches. The de- 
scription answers very nearly to that of the leopard, of which 
I belie^'e it to be a variety only. The tiger of the plains is 
evidently of the same species, the only difference being in the 
size, which is a little larger than that of the former, and in the 
color of the ground, which is a little lighter, both of which pro- 
bably may arise from local circumstances. To another species 
of the feline tribe they give the name of leopard. It is not 
so long, but thicker, taller, and much stronger, .than' those: 
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. described above : the color is cinereous, with small black 
spots ; the neck and temples covered with long crisp hair 
like that of the mane of the Uon ; tail tvo feet, flat, Tertica), 
spotted half way irom the root, and the other half annutated ; 
a thick blade line from, the interior angle of the eye extends 

. to the opening of the mouth. Of this species we procufod a 
young one; it became instantly tame^and as playful as the 
domestic kitten. Most beasts of prey, if taken youucg, may 
almost iostantly be. rendered tame. The fierce lion, or the 
tiger, is sooner reconciled to a state of dom^tication than th« 

rtinjid antelope ; and the cadaverous crecutoi the wild dog, haf 
lately been domesticated in the Sneuwbcrg, where it is novf 

'Considered as one of the best hunters aftergame, aqd. as faith- 
ful and diligent as any of the common sort of domestic dogs^ 
yet in a state of nature there cannot possibly be a more savage 
ftoimal. 

Birds as well as beasts of prey are attracted to all such 
places as abound with gSAne. In the vicinity of the Sea-Cont 
river, vultures were more numerous than they bad hitherto 
bewi seen in any part of the country. Of these we distin- 
guished three sorts ; the large black condor, the percnopterus, 
or £gyptiaa sacred vulture, and a third species, that seemed 
to differ from the second only in size, being no more than two 
feet long. The female also of this bird, as well as that of the 
percnopterus, is distinguished from the whitish-colored male 
by its plumage of dusky brown. This small species is called 
by the peasantry the white crow. The sacred scavenger of 
Egypt meets not here with that protection which was afforded 
it on the banks of the Nile, where, according to Herodotus, 
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to destroy it was a capital crime. The percnopterus is a gre- 
garious bird, and is usually seen in flocks that rarely consist 
of fewer than fifty ; arid they are generally attended with two 
or three condoi^, as many of the small white kind above men- 
tioned, and a whole fluck of the vulturine crow. An animal 
is no sooner shot than these birds appear hovering at an im- 
mense height in the air, from whence they plunge down the 
moment that the carcase is left alone. It has often been a 
subject of astonishment to me, from whence they could so 
instantaneously collect (Jiemseives in a body to souse upon 
their prey ; but at the same time it convinced me of the ac- 
curacy of Pliny's observation, where he says that vultures are 
accostomed to hover about a place two or three days before 
the death of a diseased animal, and that they have a pre- 
flentiment where and at what time a carcase will be found. 

Snakes of different sorts were seen and killed daily, all of 
tbem, according to the Hottentots' information, more or less 
venomous. These people are certainly not unacq,uainted 
irith several interesting particulars as to the nature and habits 
of the animal, as well as the vegetable part of the creation. 
From oneof our company I experienced a very extraordinary 
effect produced by the application of the oil of tobacco to 
the mouth of a snake. One of these reptiles, about two feet 
in length, and of a bluish color, had coiled itself five or sis 
times round the body of a lizard. As I was endeavouring to 
set at liberty the captive animal, one of the Hottentots took 
out with the point of a stick, from the short stem of his 
wooden tobacco pipe, a small quantity of a thick black mat- 
ter which he called tobacco oil. This he applied to the mouth 
1 
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of the snake while dartiDg out its tongue, as these creatures 
usually do when enraged. The effect of the application was 
almost as instantaneous as that of an electric sh(x;k. With a 
convulsed motion, which was momentary, the snake half un- 
twisted itself, and never stirred more ; and the muscles were 
so contracted that the whole animal felt hard and rigid as if 
it had been dried in the sun. The Hottentots consider the 
oil of tobacco among the most active of poisonous substances ; 
though it is never applied to the points of their arrows, being 
probably of too volatile a nature to retain its deleterious qua- 
lity for any length of time. 

In the course of our long hunting escursions, severa) kraals» 
or dwelling-places of Bosjesmans, had been seen, but all -of 
them deserted ; but, from many circumstances, it was evideat 
that most of them had recently been evacuated. Their in- 
liabitants, no doubt, had fled at the appearance of so farge a 
party of white men, which they could consider in no other 
light than that of an enemy. The commandant now an- 
nounced in form to his party, that for some time all hunting 
excursions must be suspended, and that the usual order and 
obedience to command must be observed as in a regular ex- 
pedition. He assured us that, unless this plan should be 
adopted, we might pass through the heart of the Bosjesmans* 
country without seeing a human creature, as they were few 
in number, and there was little doubt of their being already- 
well apprised of our approach. . In feet the principal object 
of onr present journey was to ascertain the manner in which 
the hooTs conducted their expeditions against these miserable 
sot of beings. I thought it, however, expedient to make a 
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previous stipul»tioa with the comwaodant, &at the .utmost 
-extent of hostilities against these miserable.saVjages shpuldbe 
• that of surrounding one of their kraals ; .that after. th|s had 
.been done we should act only on the defensive; and he was 
enjoined to coairaunicate to his party the most serious charge 
not to. fire a. single shot unless it should be found absolutely 
.necessary for their own personal security ; for that the sole 
object.of our journqy was to bring about, if possible, a con- 
.versation with some of the chiefs pf this people. Op these 
conditions, a party consisting of six boors, ajid^as.jo^y Hot- 
tentots, were, ordered out ^fter sun-set, to reconnoitre, witli 
instructions to examine well if any fires should appear on any 
of the hills by .night; to watch. jyell, from. some concealed 
spot, the plains by day;. and tp««ke,a circuit .frp^i, east, jo 
north, not exceeding thirty .miles from the present en«»mp- 
ment. Koatbingsbouhl^ppear before the. expiration of.tiie 
third <ia,y, thtiy.jrerB .then, to join hs sgain »t,a,(»!l;ain.Bppt 
upon the bsaia of.thejif er, to the, nortjiwaiid. 

The following morning, at dayvbceak, one of^ scouting 
party, attended by a Hottentot, returned with intelligence 
that they.had discovered from a high.hill several ;fire5 at the 
bottom of a narrow defile about twenty miles ta the eastward. 
In consequence of this information we remained still at our 
encampment the whole day, «ftd^tf.night pfoceeded towards 
the place where the fires had -been -seen. Previous to this 
movement the boors thought it right to prepare themselves 
for the enterprise by singing three or four hymns out of 
'William Sluiter, and drinking each a topic or glass of Cape 
brandy. 
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Travelling slowly along, and with as little noise as possible, 
till about one o'clock, we hailed the waggons, and our re- 
ligious boors, after taking the otiierhymn and a second glass of 
brandy, mounted horse and advanced towards the hill, where 
the rest of the reconnoitring party lay concealed, in order to 
observe the motions of tlie Bosjesmans. In a country where 
there is little variety of surface, where no beaten roads exist, 
and hill after hill occurs nearly alike, it would be no easy 
matter for a stranger to return upon the same track for a 
continuance of twenty or thirty miles which he had but once 
before gone over, and that in the nigbtr-time. A Dutch boor, 
though sufficiently expert at this sort of service, always de- 
pends more upon his Hottentot than himself. The hill, how- 
ever, that the reconnoitring party had chosen was so very 
remarkable that it could not easily be mistaken. It stood 
quite alone on the middle of a plain ; was visible for more 
than twenty miles from every point of the compass ; presented 
the form of a truncated cone from whatsoever situation it was 
seen ; and the third tier of sand-stone strata that capped its 
summit appeared as a mass of masonry, a fortification on an 
eminence that could not be less than a thousand feet high. 
As a distinction from those of inferior size we gave it the 
name of Towcr-bergt because this mountain, 

" abore the rest, 

** In shape and gesttue proudly eminent, 
" Stood tike a tower." 

About two o'clock in the morning we joined the scouting 
party at the base of the Tower-Mountain. They and their 
horses had been exposed the whole of the preceding day to 
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the scorcbiog rays of the sun, not liaving dared to move from 
the spot, lest they should be discovered and- cut off by the 
Bosjesmans ; and they had but just returned from giving 
their, horses a little water, near fifteen miles off, in the Sea- 
Cow river. They. informed us that, during the day, vast 
numbers of the savages had appeared upon the plain digging 
ap roots : that they came from different quarters, and in so 
many groupes, th^t they concluded there must be several 
hordes in the neighbourhood of this spot : that the nearest, 
which it was our intention to surprise, was within two or 
three miles. 

Having halted here a couple of hours, in order to arrive at 
the mouth of the defile, in which the kraal was situated, just 
at the first dawn of day, the march again commenced, and 
we proceeded along in solemn silence. On entering the de- 
file we perceived that at the opposite extremity a hill stretched 
across it, admitting a narrow pass on either side ; our party 
therefore divided into three companies, in order to possess all 
the passes which led to the kraal; and as the day adt'anced they 
again closed together slowly towards the hill, at the foot of 
which' the horde was supposed to lie. A Hottentot, having 
ascended one of the heights, waved his hat as a signal of hav- 
ing discovered the huts, and then pointed to the spot where 
the horde was situated. We instantly set off on full gallop 
in the direction pointed out, and in a moment found our- 
selves in the middle of the kraal. Day was but.just begin- 
ning to break ; and by the faint light I could discover only a 
few straw-mats, bent each between two sticks, into a semi- 
circular form, and just elevated above the surface of the earth. 
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i pierceived not a single human creature, but my hm wert 
stuaned with a horrid scream like the war-hoop of strages j 
the shrieking of women and ttie cries of children were heard 
on every side. I rode ttp in company witJi the commandant 
and another farmer, both of whom fired upon the kraal. I 
immediately expressed to the former my very great surprise 
that be, of all others, should have been the first to break a 
condition wfiich he had solemnly promited to observe, not to 
fire upon the poor wretches, and that I bad accordingly ex- 
pected from him a very different kind of conduct. " Good 
" God !" he exclaimed, " have you not seen a shower of 
" arrows failing among us P" I certainly had not seen either 
arrows or people to shoot them, but I bad heai^ sufllcient to 
piefce the hardest heart ; and told the commandant that if 
either he or any of his party should fire another shot, I should 
certainly order them up to Cape Town to answer for their 
proceedings. In justification of their conduct they pretended 
to search oh the ground for the arrows, a search in which I 
tdcouraged them to continue, in order to give the poor 
wretches a little time to scramble away among the detached 
fraginehts of rocks and the shrubbery that was growing on 
the side of the heights. On their promises I soon found 
lio sort of dependence could be placed, knowing that, like 
true sportsmen when game was sprung, they could not with- 
hold their fire. Of this I had a woful proof on repairing to 
the opposite side of the hill, where the report of a musquet had 
reached us. On riding round the point, I perceived a Bos- 
jesman. lying dead upon the ground. It appeared, oh inquiry 
. into the circumstanced of the case, that as one of our barty,. 
"frho could speak their Ifinguage, was endeavouring to prevail 
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ttpon the savages to come doffd from kht heights, thU unfor- 
tunate Bosjeunan bad stcden cloae to him beiuod a rock, 
dnd was in the act of taking a deliberate aim vith bia drawa 
bow> when another of the colonists, perceiving his design, 
levelled his mUs^net and shot him dead. I had tbndl^ hoped 
that the plan I bad fwrned would happily have been accom- 
plished without the shedding of human blood, and that the 
Tie^s of the expedition would have met with no interruption 
Irom an accident of such a nature. Tliey soon perceived, 
however, that there was no intention to pursue them up the 
heights, which could easily have been effected ; but that, on 
the contrary, their enemies had laid down their arms atid 
turned out their horses to graze. Upon the strength of this 
evident cessation of hostilities, in a short space of time several 
little cbildtea carae dtiwik upon the plain. We distributed 
braong them some biscuits and other Uifles, and thai suf- 
fered them to return; presently afterwards the women and 
yonng girls, to the nufuber of thirty or forty, came towu^s 
U9, but not without symptoms of fear. After treating these 
in the same maDuer, they were sent baidc to desire their hus- 
bands would also come dowa in order to receive a present of 
tobacco. The men, however, seemed to have less confidence 
in the Chrbtians than thd women. They hovered a ]<Hig time 
round the summit of the bill) <k>«btieg what step they should 
take ; and the wom«i bad gone and retnmed, at least a do^oa 
times, before they were able to prevail upon a single man to 
•descend ; and when at last he ventured to come down,, he ap- 
iSffOached us in the utmost agitatiob, h^laitghing, and half- 
^cr^ing, with trembling and trepidatioB, and conducting hioi- , 
Mlf like A tenified ctuld* A large .^oe of tobacco was jo^ 
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mediately given to him, and he was sent back to his coiu- 
panions to let them know that for each of them there was also 
a present of this acceptable article. Three others mustered 
resolution to come down to us, but no more chose to venture 
themselves among Christians. The manner indeed in which 
their village was wantonly attacked was certainly not cal- 
culated to inspire them with much confidence. Ou the con- 
trary, it was so directly hostile as perfectly to justify their 
shooting a volley of arrows among us, which was afterwards 
found to be the case, as the commandant had asserted. The 
conclusion of the business, however, must have appeared to 
them very different from what, on former occasions, they had 
always experienced, when those who escaped from immediate 
death were incessantly pursued and fired upon, and their 
wives and children seized and carried away into slavery. In 
the present instance they were well treated, and left at full 
liberty to remain with us or to depart, as best suited their in- 
clination. The women all staid behind ; but three of the 
men accompanied us to the waggons, where they continued 
for several days. Our object was to have spoken with the 
captain or chief of the horde, but they assured us there was 
no such person ; that every one was master of his own family, 
and acted entirely without control, being at liberty to remain 
with, or quit, any society be might incidentally have joined, 
according as it might suit his convenience. 

Little could be obtained that was satisfactory from those 
who returned with us to the wagons. They insisted on their 
innocence, by asserting that their horde, so long as they had 
composed a part of it, had never comjnitted depredations on 
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the colonists, but had always remained about the spot where 
we found them, subsisting bjr the chace, and upon the roots 
of the earth. Appearances certainly were much in their fa- 
vor; no bones nor horns of animals were found near the 
horde ; no skins but those of young elands, springboks, tigers, 
and jackals. One woman in the whole part^r bad a single 
sheep's skin thrown over her shoulders, which was very in- 
dustriously pointed out by the boors as a proof of their hav- 
ing been plundered by the people of this horde. 

Before the men were sent away from tlie waggons a present 
was made to each of tobacco, beads, kifives, flints, and steels; 
and they were desired to tell all their countrymen they knight 
happen to see, that whenever they should desist from stealing 
the cattle of the colonists, and should come to any of the 
farm-houses without bow and arrows, or other weapons, and 
plead distress, as many or more sheep would be given to 
them than they could possibly expect to obtain by plunder. 
They were assured that our present journey into their coun- 
try was for no other intention than to give them an oppor- 
tunity of putting a final stop to all expeditions against them, 
if, by a change of their conduct, they were inclined to avail 
themselves of it. Having remained with us very contentedly 
for a few days, they returned to their kraal highly pleased 
with the treatment they had met with, and with the presents 
they had received. 

The horde or kraal consisted of five-and-twenty huts, each 
made of a small grass-mat bent into a semicircle, and fast- 
ened down in this fonn between two sticks ; open before, but 
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closed liehind with a second mat. They were about tbses 
feet high and four feet wide, and the ground in the middle 
was dug out like the nest of an ostrich ; aJtttie grass strewed 
in this hollow ^en'cd as thar bed, in which they seemed to 
have lain coiled round in the manner of some quadrupeds. 
It was customary, as it seemed, for the elderly men to have 
two wives, one of them old and past child-bearing, and the 
other young. 1S"o degree of consanguinity prevented a ma- 
trimonial connection, except between brothers and sbters, 
parents and children. One of these miserable huts, or rather 
■holes in the ground covered with matting, served for a whole 
•feihily. The population of the Irorde was calculated to 
'amount to about a hundred and fifty persons. They pos- 
"sessed no sort of animals except dogs, which, unlike those of 
the'Ka'ffers, were remarkably fat. They appeared to be of 
a small cur-kind, with a long-pointed head not unlike that 
of the common jackal. The' high condition in which these 
creatures were found seemed difficult to be accounted for. 
They have neither milk nor animal food to eat. The only 
viai^s we found in the huts were a few small bulbous roots, 
the eggs or the larvae of white ants, and tlie dried larvae of 
locusts. The boors say that the dogs of Bosjesmans exist 
almost wholly upon the last article ; and if so, the great 
plenty of these creatures, in the presait year, may account 
for thor fatness. 

The men were entirely naked, and most of the women 

- -pretty- meafly in the same condition. "Their only covering was 

a belt of 'springbok's skin, with the part that was intended to 

~ haog'b^ore cut int& long Uireads'IUEe'those^ -before mentioned 

7 
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to be worn by some of the Hottentot women ; but the fila- 
ments were so small and thin that they answered no sort of 
use as a covering ; nor indeed did the females, ^ther old or 
young, seem to feel any sense of shame in apfiearing before 
us wholly naked. Whether, in the confusion and hurry, they 
had scrambled among the rocks before they had time to ad- 
just this their only dress, or whether they were indiffisrent 
about concealing any particular part of tlieir bodies, I do not 
pretend to say, but their aprons appeared to have been put 
on very carelessly. The fringed part of some of them was 
banging behind ; of others, on the exterior side of the thigh ; 
and some had fallen down as low as the knoe. Yet they were 
not entirely without notions of finery. A few had caps made 
of the skins of asses, in their shape not unlike helmets ; and 
bits of copper, or shells, or beads, were hanging in the neck, 
suspended from their little curling tufts of hair. All the men 
had the cartilage of the nose bored, through which they wore 
a piece of wood or a porcu^Hne's quill. 

Whether they are considered as to their persons, tlwir turn 
of mind, or way of life, the Bosjesmans are c^tainiy a m(»t 
extraordinary race of people. In their persons they are ex- 
tremely diminutive. The tallest of the m«» measured only 
four feet nine inches, and the tallest woman four feet four 
inches. About four feet six inches is said to be the middle 
siae of the men, and four feet that of the women. One of 
these that had several children measured only three feet nine 
inches. Their color, their hair, and the general turn of their 
features, evidently denote a common origin with tlie Plotteo- 

VOL. I. II H 
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tots, though the latter, in point of personal appearance, hare 
the advantage by many degrees. The Bosjesmans, indeed, 
are amongst the ugliest of all human beings. The flat nose, 
high cheek-bones, prominent chin, and concave visage, par- 
take much of the apeish character, which their keen eyX al- 
ways in motion, tends not to diniiiltsh. The upper Ud of this 
organ, as in that of the Chinese, is rounded into the lower on the 
side next the nose, and forms not an angle, as is the case in the 
eye of an European, but a circular sweep, so that the point of 
uniqa between the upper and lower eyelid is not ascertainable; 
If is perhaps from this circumstance that they are known in 
the colony under the name of Cineeze^ ox Chineise Hottentots. 
Their bellies are uncommonly protuberant, and their backs 
hollow ; but their limbs seem to be in general well turned 
and proportioned. Their activity is incredibly great. The 
klip-&pringing antelope can scarcely excel them in leaping 
irom rock to rock ; and they are said to be so swift, that, on 
rough ground, or up the sides of mountains, horsemen have 
no chance in keeping pace with them. And, as the means of 
increasing their speed in the chace, or when pursued by an 
enemy, the men had adopted a custom, which was sufficiently 
remarkable, of pushing the testicles to the upper part of the 
root of the penis, where they seemed to remain as firmly 
fixed and as conveniently placed as if nature had stationed 
them there. It is highly probable that such an operation, ia 
order to be effectual, must be performed at an early period 
of life. Some were said to have one up and one down, 
vhich may have given rise to the Hottentots being charac- 
terized in the Systema NaturcB as Mmorchides. 
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, Curious as this custom appeared to be, it was less a sub<- 
ject of remark than an extraordinary character that distin- 
guished the other sex from the womeD of most nations. The 
weH-known story of the Hottentot women possessing an un- 
usual Vppendage to those parts that are seldom exposed to 
view, which belonged not to the sex in general, ridiculous as 
it may appear, is perfectly true with regard to the Bosjes- 
roans. The horde we met with possessed it in every subject, 
whether young or old ; and, without the least offence to mo- 
desty, there was no difficulty in satisfying ourcdriosity in this 
point. It appeared on examination to be an elongation, or 
more correctly speakiog a protrusion, of the nymphae or in- 
terior labia, which were more or less extended according to 
the age or habit of the person. That there is in this race of 
human beings a predisposition to this anomalous formation 
of the parts was obvious from its evident appearance in in- 
fants, and from its length being in general proportioned to the 
age of the female. The^longest that was measured somewhat 
exceeded five inches, and this was in a subject of a middle 
age. Many were said to have them much longer. These 
protruded nymphse, collapsed and pendent, leave the spec- 
tator in doubt to what sex they belong. Their color is that 
of livid blue, inclining to a reddish tint, not unlike the ex- 
crescence on. the beak of a turkey, which indeed may serve 
to convey a tolerably good idea of the whole appearance both 
as to color, shape, and si^. Those parts, which in European 
subjects are corrugated or plaited, lose this character when 
brought out in the Hottentot, and become nearly smooth ; 
and though in the latter state tbey may possess none. of those 
stimulating qualities for which some anatomists have sup- 
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posed Nature to have formed them, they may at least hare 
the advantage of serving as a protecti(m against videnee 
from the other sex. 

Nature, in the whole formation of this pigmy race> seems 
to have made it disgusting ; though the ingenuity of a French 
traveller has exculpated Nature on this point, in assigning 
the above-mentioned conformation as the effect of art. The 
testimony of the peopTe themselves, who have no other idea 
than that of the whole human race being bo formed, is alone 
sufficient to contradict such a supposition ; but many other 
proofs might be adduced to shew that the assertion is with- 
out the least foundation in truth. Nuratwrs (»f Bosjesmans' 
women are now in the colony, who, being taken from theic 
mothers when infants, have been brought up by the farraeils,. 
and who, from -the day of their captivity, have never had any 
intercourse whatsoever with their couutrymen, nor know^ ex- 
cept from report, to what tribe or nation they belong; yet 
all these have the same conformation of the parts naturally* 
and without any forced means. The story of their appeod- 
ing pieces of stone in order to draw down the interior labia, 
however absurd, is still prevalent in Bruyntjcs Hoogt6, 
where the author above alluded to received it It was here 
that lie spent a great part of his time with his Nariaa ; for at 
that period a tribe of Ghonaquas resided on a plain bordering 
on the Great-Fish river. The visit of this gentleman is still 
very well remembered there, though he takes care to suppress 
any mention of the -country being inhabited by colonists, 
which, he supposed, would have diminished the interest of 
bis narrative. It may be observed that the people of Bruynt- 
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jes Hoogt6 koow as Htde of the Bosjesmans as these do of 
the Bullish, the commi&oicatioa being pretty much the 
«ame. This Frenchman says it was from a Hottentot womaa 
be made his drawing. If the print given in his book has 
boen copied from that drawing, it most have been a study 
rather from hb own imagination than from nature, for it 
bears not the mott distant resonblance to the truth. 

The protraded nyraphie are common to all Hottentot wo- 
inen, but they are shorter in those who live among tlie colo- 
fiists, seldom exceeding three inches, and in many subjects 
appearing only as a projecting oii6ce or eUipticaJ tube of an 
inch^ or le^, in length. In the bastaard they cease to appear ; 
which is a proof that a connection with different nations 
counteracts the predispo^tion to such a conformation. 

It would seem, however, that it is not to the southern angle 
«rf Africa alone where the same predisposition for the elonga- 
tion of the nymphae is manifested. The physical causes that 
tend to the production of so extraordinary an efiect appear 
to havb operated in those parts of Egypt which are situated 
tinder the same and opposite parallels of latitude as the Hot- 
tentot country. It seems, however, to have been considered here 
as a disease, whose appearance was so deformed and disgust- 
ing, that those who were troubled with it were glad to undergo 
the violent pain of tlie actuiU cautery in order to get rid of it. 

The great curvature of the spine inwards, and the remark- 
ably extended posteriors, are characteristic of the whole Hot- 
tcatot race ; but in some of the small Bosjesmans they are 
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carried to sach an extravagant degree as to excite laughter. 
If the letter S be considered as one expression of the line of 
beauty to which degrees of approximation are admissible, 
-some of the women of this nation are entitled to the first 
rank in point of form. A section of the body, from the 
breast to the knee, forms really theshape of the above letter. 
The projection of the posterior part, ia one subject, measured 
five inches and a half from the Hue touching the spine. This 
protuberance consisted entirely of fat, and, when the woman 
walked, it exhibited the most ridiculous appearance imagin- 
able, every step being accompanied with a quivering and 
tremulous motion, as if two masses of jelly had been attached 
behind her. 

_ When weTe6ect on the Hottentot nation, which, with all 
its tribes, occupies, as it were, a point only on a great conti- 
nent; when we consider them as a people differing in so ex- 
traordinary a manner from every other race of men not only 
upon it, but upon the face of the whole globe, the natural 
formation of their persons, their colori language, manners, 
and way of life, being peculiar to themselves, conjecture is 
at a loss to suggest from whence they could have derived 
their origin. Except in the flatness of the nose, which is 
remarkable in the Bosjesraan, but not' particularly so in the 
common Hottentot, and the short brushy hair, they approach 
nearest in color, and in the construction of the features, to 
the Chinese, how singular soever it may seem to trace a like- 
ness between the most civilized and ingenious, and one of 
the lowest of the human species. Jf it be admitted, with 
several well-informed missionaries, that the Egyptians and the 
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Chinese were originally the same people, and the arguments 
are certainly strong in favor of the supposition, notwithstand- 
ing the many learned and ingenious objections stated by- the 
philosopher of Berlin, there would be no difficulty in con- 
eeiving some of the numerous tribes of people who inhabited- 
the vicinity of the Nile to have found their way to the utmost 
limit of the same continent. Indeed, from all the ancient ac- 
counts that have been preser^-ed of the Egyptians and Ethio- 
pians, it would appear that the real Hottentots, or Bosjes- 
mans, were the people intended to be described. In their 
general physical character they bear a strong resemblance to 
the Pigmies and Troglodytes, two tribes who are said to have 
dwelt in the neighbourhood of the Nile. The character drawn 
by Diodorus Siculus of sothe of the Ethiopian nations, agrees 
exactly with that of the Bosjesmans. A gross brutality is 
stated by him to have prevailed in all t&eir manners and cus- 
toms ; their voices were shrill, dissonant, and scarcely human ; 
their language almost inarticulate ; and they wore no sort of 
clothing. The Ethiopian soldiers, when called upon to defend 
themselves, or to face an enemy, stuck their poisoned arrowg 
within a fillet bound round the head, which, projecting like so 
many rays, formed a kind of crown. The Bosjesmans do ex- 
actly the same thing ; and they place them in this nmnner for the 
double purpose of expeditious shooting, and of striking terror 
into the minds of their enemies. The annexed print is an ac- 
curate likeness of a Bosjesman Hottentot, but at the 'same 
time may be considered as the representation of one whose 
features are more favored than they are usually met with. 

The whole of the Hottentot country, comprehending 
all the different tribes of this people, is limited to, the 
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thirty-second degree of latitude on the east coast, and the 
twenty-fifth on the west. Beyond the line, connecting 
these two points, the vatious Kaffer tribes occupy a 
broad belt quite across the continent; and do two people 
can differ more than the Bosjesmans and the Kaffers, hav- 
ing no one agreement either in their physical or their mcH'al: 
character. 

The Bosjesman, though in every respect a Hottentot, yet 
in his turn of mind differs very widely from those of this nation 
who live in the colony. In his disposition he is lively and 
chearful ; in his person active. His talents are far above me- 
diocrity ; and, averse to idleness, he is seldom without employ- 
ment. Confined generally to their hovels by day, for fear of 
being surprised and taken by the boors, they sometimes dance 
on moon-light nights from the setting to the rising of the sun. 
They are said to be'particularly joyful at the approach of the 
first thunder-storm after the winter, which they consider as so 
infallible a token of the summer having commenced, that they 
tear in pieces their skin-coverings, throw them in the air, and 
dance for several "successive nights. The sinall circular trod- 
den places around their huts indicated their fondness for this 
amusenKnt. His cbe^Lrfalness is the more extraordinary, as 
the morsel he procures to support existence is earned vriih 
danger and fatigue. He neither cultivates the ground nor 
iMVcds cattle ; and his country yidds few natural productions 
that seire for food. The bulbs of the iris, and a few grami- 
neous roots of a bitter and pungent taste, are all that the vege- 
table kingdom afibrds hira. By the search of these the whole 
surface of the plains near the horde was scratched. Another 
article of his food is the larvte of ants. Whether the soil of 
the grassy {^bs, near the Sea-Cow nvett be too rich for thf 
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support of these insects, or vheUier they are kept tinder by the 
. Bosjesmans, I will not take upon me to say ; but an ant-hill, 
so verycommoQ in most parts of Africa, is here a rare object. 
Holes now and then occurred, over which the bills of the in- 
sect, demolished by this people, once had stood ; but they 
were not very numerous. A third article, the larvae of locusts, 
he can occasionally obtain without much trouble ; but the pro- 
curing of the other species of food must cost him not a little 
labour and pains. 

The marks of their industry appeared in every part of th<r 
country, in their different plans for taking game : one was by 
making deep holes in the ground and covering them over with 
sticks and earth ; another by piling stones on each other in 
rows, with openings or interruptions in such places as it was 
intended the game should pass, and where the hunter could 
conveniently lie in ambush to strike the animals with his poi- 
soned spears, or shoot them with his arrows. In this manner 
Mrete lines continued across the plains and mouths of defiles for 
several miles. Sometimes, instead of stones, were placed rows 
of sticks, with black ostrich feathers tied to the ends, as being 
m(»re effectuaJ in turning game towards the spot where they 
wished ihem to pass. 

When all these means of subsistence fail them, and they are 
certainly very precarious, they are driven to the necessity of 
haaarding a toilsome and dan^rous expedition of plunder into 
the colony. Such a mode of life naturally leads to habits of 
cruelty. The disposition of the Hottentot race^eems to be mild 
and manageable in the highest d^;ree,and by gentle usage to be 
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capable of being moulded into any shape ; but the treatmeat 
of the boors towards them has beea so very flagitious, that 
even their cruelty admits of palliation, Thot^h in the eye of 
political justice it may be conaidered as a crime ibra starving 
family, driven by imperious want to the necessity of taking the 
property of another who has perhaps mwe than he can pos- 
sibly use, yet in the law of nature such an offence must be 
deemed venial : but the Bosjesman» for their conduct hare not 
only the plea of nature and humanity, but also that of retri- 
bution. They were driven out of their own country, their 
children seized and carried into slavery, by the people on 
whom they now commit their depredations, and on whom 
they naturally take every occasion of exercising their revenge. 
But their barbarity is extended to every living creature that 
appertains to the boors. Should they seize a Hottentot guard- 
ing his master's castle, not contented with putting him to im- 
mediate death, they torture him by every means of cruelty that 
their invention can Irame, as drawing out his bowels, tearing 
off his nails, scalping, and committing other acts of violeoce 
equally savage.. Even the poor animals they steal arelxeated 
in the most barbarous and unfeeling manner : driveu up< the 
steep sides of mountains, they remain there without any kind 
of food or water till they are either killed for U3e». or drop for 
want of the means of supporting nature. 

The condition to which this people has been reduced by theii 
persecutors has entirely subdued that timid and pusillanimous 
mind which characterizes the Hottentot. .AYben a horde is 
surrounded by the boors, and little chance appears of effecting 
an escape, they usually determine to fight it out most furiously 
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so long as a man shall be left alive. It frequently happens on 
Buch occasions tliat a party will volunteer the/or/ornAope, by 
throwing themselves in the midst of the colonists in order to 
create confusion, and to give to their countrymen, concealed 
among the rocks or in the long giass, at the ex pence of their 
own lives, an opportunity of exercising more effectually their 
mortal weapwns upon their enemies, and at the same time to 
facilitate the escape of their wives and children. 

Their plundering expeditions are not by any means con- 
ducted without system. If, in carrying off their booty, they 
should chance to be pursued, they always divide; one party 
to drive away the cattle, white the other continues to harass 
their pursuers ; and, when the peasantry prove too many for 
them, they stab and maim with poisoned weapons the whole 
herd. On all such pluudering expeditions, they carry, in ad- 
dition to their bows and arrows, lances that resemble the 
Kaffers' hassagaij but of a much smaller size, and always 
steeped in poison. Their bows are remarkably small ; and, in 
the bands of any one but of a fiosjesman, would be entirely 
useless. From their earliest infancy they accustom them- 
selves to the use of the bow. All the little boys who came 
to us at the kraal carried their bows and small quivers of ar- 
rows. A complete quiver contains about seventy or eighty, 
made like those of the Hottentot that have already been 
noticed ; and, in addition to these, a few small brushes to lay 
un the poison ; pieces of iron, red ochre, leg-bones of ostriches 
cut in lengths and rounded, and two little sticks of bard wood 
to produce fire : this is done by placing one horizontally on a 
piece of withered grass, and whirling tJie other vertically be- 
I I 2 . 
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tween tbe hands, with the poipt acting in a boHow place made 
in the surface of the fonner. In a few seconda of time tbe 
velocity and friction set tbe grass in a blaxe. 

Miserable as the life of a Bosjesman appears to be» it ta 
perhaps in reality not more so than that of most savage tribes. 
He has no invidious object of comparison to place against his 
condition. « He feels his little lot the lot of all." Universal 
equality prevails in his horde. When one feasts they all par- 
take, and when one hungers they all equally suffer. ** They take 
no thought for the morrow." They have no sort of manage* 
ment nor economy with regard to provisions. Witli them it is 
either a feast or a famine. "When successful in bringing to the 
horde a herd of cattle, they slay them in such numbers that 
the kraal soon becomes a mass of putrefaction, and tbe whole 
air is tainted with the smell. The number of vultures that are 
attracted by the remains of the dead carcases^ are frequently 
the means of discovering to the culcwiists the kraals of Bosjesr- 
mans. Like these voracious birds, they are equally filthy 
and gluttonous. The three little men who accompanied us 
to our waggons had a sheep given to them about five in the 
evening, which was entirety consumed by them before the 
noon of the following day. They continued, however, to eat 
all night, without sleep and without intermission, till tliey had 
finished the wbote animal. Ader this their lank bellies w«e 
distended to such a degree that they looked less Hke boman 
creatures than before. Accustomed to food of a stnK^ and 
puogent quality, simple water seemed to have no reliab for 
them ; they prepared a beverage that was excesstvcly disgust- 
tng ; having cut the thiost of the aheep, they opened thrt 
8 
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belly to let the blood run among the entrails ; then cutting 
these with a knife, and pouring in a quantity of v&txTf they 
stirred up all together, and drank the nau&eouB mixture vith 
an appetite that sufficiently shewed it to be suited to th«r 
taste. Most of the Hottentots kilt their sheep by ripping 
open the belly and taking out the bowels, without cutting the 
throat, being persuaded that the flesh is much better by suf- 
fering the blood to coagulate within Uie body ratba* than to 
let it escape. 

It did not appear from those we saw, that tbey were in th« 
habit of applying unctuous substances to the body any farther 
than by wiping their greasy hands on the skin ; but the hair 
and feces of many of tfaera had been rubbed with red ochre 
after the manner of the Kafiers, and a few had the face painted 
black, as if they wore a mask : this they usnaHy do with the 
kernel of a small nut buracd in the fire. The oil expressed 
fircun this nut is ccnsidered by them as a preventive against 
stiffnessin the joints, and by the colonists as an excellent topical 
application for rheumatic complaints. T^e oil indeed bears 
a very strong resemblance to that called cajapoota, which has 
obtained the reputation of being a specific in this disorder. 
The Hottentot name of the plant is kai; and the nut resem- 
btes the seed of the tea-slH-nb. 

The coostHnlion of the body in this pigmy race is much 
stronger, and their lires are of longer duration, than those of 
the Hottentots. Many instances of longevity are found among 
those who live in the families of the peasantry. In every 
sickness, of what kind soevera it is usual with them to take 
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off the extreme joints of the fingers, beginning irith tlie little 
linger of the left hand as the least useful. Tliis operation is 
performed under the idea that the 4lisease will run out with 
■the effusion of bibod. 

It is customary with them to inter their dead, and, like 
the Hottentots, to cover the graves with piles of stones. Some 
of these were so large, and were heaped on the midst of grassy 
plains, where not a stone was naturally to be found, that the 
amassing of them together roust have occasioned a very con- 
siderable degree of labor. 

The temper of the mind of a Bosjesroan is widely different 
from that of the Hottentot who lives among the ccJunists. 
The latter, for a life of indolence, would willingly barter all 
that he possessed in the world ; to the fonHcr a state of inac- 
tivity would be intolerable. The powers of tlie mind in the 
one, are languid, and difficultly brought into action ; in the 
other, they are vigorous, and capable of great exertion. Their 
niechanicalskill. appeared in their anrows, whkhwere finished 
with great neatness; in the baskets placed in the rivers. for 
the purpose of taking fish, ingeniously contrived, and well 
executed ; in the mats of ^rass, of which their huts were com- 
pofied; and in their imitations of different animals, designed 
on the smooth £ice8 of the rocks. Those we met with being 
questioned with respect to these drawings, informed us that 
they were the work of a numerous tribe of their countrymen 
that lived a little to the northward, on the other side of a very 
large river at no great distance from the spot where we then 
were. 
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The nature of their language is the same as that of the Hot- 
tentots, though they are not able to utulerstand each other. 
In the latter, the action of the toogtie against the roof of the 
mouth, or the teeth, is seMom applied to more than one syl* 
lable in each word. In the language of the Bosjesman, there 
is scarcely a syllable eounciatcd without it ; and this action 
is performed by them much more forcibly than by the Hot- 
tentots. Notwithstanding the difficulty for an European to 
acquire such a language, sereral of the Dutch boors of Sneuw- 
berg speak it as fluently as the natives, from their having 
been entrusted, in their infancy, to the care of Bosjesman^' 



The abominable expeditions which are carried (mi,. under 
the authority of government, against this miserable race of 
mortals, ought not, on any consideration, to be- tolerated. 
They answer no other purpose than that of irritating, and 
rendering more savage, the unhappy creatures who are the 
objects of them. The boors are chiefly induced to undertake 
them with the view of securing for their service the women 
and the children. It is a well-authenticated fact, that in 
proportion as they are hunted down by the boors, tlieir fero- 
city towards the Christians has encreased. 

Forty yeara ago, as appears from living testimony, the Bos- 
jcsmans frequented the colony boldly and openly, begged, 
and stole, and were troublesome, just as the KaSers now are ; 
but they never attempted the life of any one. They pro- 
ceeded not to this extremity until the government had un"' 
wisely and unjustly suffered the peasantry to exercise an uo-^ 
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limited power over the lives of those who were taken prison- 
ers. It failed, at the same time, to fix any bounds to the 
extent of the expeditions made against tliem, which, if at all 
allowed, certainly ought not to go, beyond the limits of the 
colony. Nothing could be more unwarrantable than the 
attack which was made by our ^arty upon the Bosjesmau's 
kraal ; and the only palliation it can admit of is the con- 
sideration of the laudable purpose it was meant to answer. 
The poor wretches were peaceably sleeping under their hum- 
ble covering, of mats, in the midst of their own country, far 
removed from the boundary of tlie colony, and it was ex- 
tremely doubtful if they had ever been guilty of any acts of 
aggression against the boors. Their inroads would in fact be 
more effectually checked by charging them boldly, when caught 
within the colony, than by pursuing and hunting them in 
their own country. This, however, would not answer the ob- 
ject of the fanner, which is that of procuring children. To 
attead his numerous flocks and herds, he must have many 
people ; and Hottentots are now so scarce that a sufficient 
number is not to be had. These, too, must be paid wages ; 
bat the poor Bosjeanan has nothing except his sheep-skin 
and his meat. The fatigues, however, that the peasantry un- 
dergo in their long expeditions against these poor creatures 
are by no means of a trifling nature. They are frequently, 
for many days together, without a drop of water, enduring 
hunger, want of rest, and the vicissitudes of heat and cold. 
Many of them sufier from the wounds of poisoned arrows, 
which, if not mortal, frequently, - by injudicious treatment, 
bring on lingering con^plaints of which they never recover. 
Some are prudent enough to carry with them cupping vessels 
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to draw out the poison, and sweet oil to wash the wounds^ 
aijid vinegar to take inwardly ; but the greater -part rely en- 
tirely oa the application of the snake-stone, which has been 
noticed before to be only a piece of burned bone. The Hot- 
tentots generally wash the poisoned wounds they may receive 
with a mixture of urine and gunpowder ; and it is obser\'ed 
that these people seldom die except when wounded very 
severely. 

On the evening of the tfairtietli we rejoined our waggons, 
which had proceeded along the bank of the SeanCow river 
to that part where it passed through an opening in a cluster 
of hills, which opening was called the Jint poort. Here thp 
late Colonel Gordon, who bad proceeded beyond his com- 
panion the Governor, met with an accident which al^ p\4 
an end to his joum^ : his horse fell with hun into one qf 
the deep holes made by the Bosjesmans for taking s^a-cowa, 
and was staked. From the northern side of -the Snowy mpi^i- 
tains to the commencement 0^ these hills, there was scarcely 
an ioeqaality in the surface of the couutry. Hen it iie^ati 
to be considerably bndteci ; and iblue qiQuntains appealed in 
.the horizon to the northward. The following day we reacUed 
the xamd poort or pass, through which also tJAe Sea^CoF 
fiver bent its course. The hills uow began to increase yevf 
considerably in height, and their summits wece capped wUii 
a stratum of sand-stone. They were also lengtheiied ov t ioto 
« contiaued chain, so as jto oppose to c^ur ^Vf^q^t^e? ap M- 
superable barrier, at least to the passage ,of pur waggoqy. 
'f he only chance of proceeding was that of following ^^o 
course of the river, and though none of t^e party hf^ evar 
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been beyond the entrance of the second poort, yet they wil- 
lingly accepted the proposal of making a day's journey within 
it on horseback, following the course of the river as far as it 
might be practicable or adviseableto proceed. The kloof we 
found to be in general so very narrow, and the river serpent- 
ized so much from side to side, passing close under the steep 
rocky points, that we were obliged to cross the stream at 
least u hundred times ; and we had almost abandoned the 
hope of making much progress, when we fell into a large 
beaten track of the hippopotami or sea-cows. This canned 
us, without further interruption, through reeds and thick 
shrubbery, and shallow parts of the river, to the very end of 
the kloof, which we computed to be about fifteen njiles from 
the entrance, where we had left our waggons. Here also wa 
found the termination of the Sea-Cow river; its tranquil wa-- 
ters formed a confiuence with another river of prodigious size-, 
whose rapid stream rolled over the rocky bed a vast volume 
of muddy water. The current of this river flowed to the 
north-westward. Though there had not been a cloud in the 
sky since we left Graaif Reynet, it was obvious that very 
heavy rain must have fallen in: some part of the country 
through which this river took its course. From the wreck of 
trees, and plants, and grass, yet green,, which vrere thrown 
up near the banks of the river,, it appeared that the water had 
subsided twehe or thirteen feet. The stream was now, at 
this place, above four hundred yards in width, and appan* 
ently very deep. The boors had no name for it but that of 
the Groot, or Grrat, river; but, from the magnitude and the 
direction of the cnrrent, there coeld be no doubt of its being 
the same which empties itself on the western coast between 
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the two tribes of people called the Great and the Little Nama- 
quas, and to which Crfonel Gordon there gave the name of 
the Orange river. In point of size, and the bulk of water 
which it contained, all the rivers of the colony, taken col- 
lectively, wi^uld not be equal to it. 

The banks were finely fringed with the Karroo mimosa, 
the willow of Babylon, and the rhm viminalis. Vast numbers 
of the hippopotamus were snorting atjd blowing in every part 
of the river, endeavouring as it were to emulate the torrent 
that roared among the rocks. Under the shade of the trees, 
and on the reedy banks near the mouth of the Sea-Cow river, 
we discovered the beds where these enormous animals had 
been playing and rolling, on venturing forth from their watery 
abodes. The description that the author of the Book of Job 
has put into the mouth of the Almighty, of the behemoth, is 
poetic, grand, and figurative ; and it is more than probable 
that the animal he alluded to was the hippopotamus : — 
" Behold now behemoth which I made with thee ; he eateth 
" grass as an ox : His bones are as strong pieces of brass ; 
" his bones are like bars of iron : He lieth under the shady 
" trees, in the covert of the reed and fens. The shady trees 
« cover him with their shadow : the willows of the brook 
" compass him about. Behold he drinketh up a river ; he 
** trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth. He 
« taketh it with his eyes; his nose pierceth through snares." 

In the rockj mountains of the long pass, through which we 
had approached this magnificent river, were great numbers of 
klip-s^ringers and reeboks, and of a species of monkey of a- 
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grizzled greenigh tint, with a straight tail, a tSird kftigSf (B^ 
the body, and black at the extremity ; a hortadntdl white Vim 
across the forehead, just above the eyes ; cheiebS bearded 
with whitish hair. But the most fasciaating object that; pre- 
sented itself to our observation in the kloof \1/%9 a plant o^ 
the lilliaceous tribe, with undulate eosiform leaves ; the 
flower-stalk was six feet high, and an inch in diameter, sap- 
porting an umbel that consisted of twenty to thirty fiowi'ets ; 
the petals, striped on the outside with red and white, were 
within of a clear snowy whiteness ; the antherse wer6 .of a, 
bright crimson color. 

On returning to our waggons and directing our tonfie east- 
erly, MTc rounded the mountains of the above-nl en tinned kloofy 
by which means we approached the Orange river» where» 
*ith an easy current, it flowed through a level part of the 
country. We soon found, however, that it was iinpo^sible 
for the waggons to proceed far in this directibn, and that in 
¥ery few places they could be brought near the banks of the 
river. We therefore took to our horses, and followed the 
■iVihdings of the river four days, in the hope of meeting with 
A ford where it was passable by the waggons. "The first day 
the water had subsided hear two feet pcfrpehdicularly, atid it 
continued to fall for three successive days ; but on the fourth 
Jin end was put to every hope of crossing, by a sudden swell- 
ing of the water to a greater height than that at which it 
stood when we first approached it. The mountains also^ 
ahiong ^hich it pushed itis current, began now to be so 
sagged, that the banks were seldorti accessible even on horse- 
back. Nothing therefore remained for us but to return to 
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the' waggMM, and, abandoning tTie idea of penetrating 5inher 
to the northward, to content ourselves with striking off in the 
op^site direction towards the Ka£fer country. 

The general breadth of tliis river, when free from inunda* 
tions, appeared to be about thre^ hundred yards. In many 
places it extended to five hundred, and in others was con- 
tracted to two hundred yards. The volume of water was 
immense, and, in the narrow parts, forced its way with great 
rapidity. Yet from this place to the embouchure on the 
western coast, supposing it to be the Orange river, the dis- 
tance was not less than five hundred miles. On each side,, 
the surfiuse of the country was as naked and barren as the 
Karroo, and infinitely more disagreeable, being covered with 
}tK>i6 sand ; but at the distance of a couple of miles on the 
south side, were extensive plains well clothed with herbage. 
hi several places the inundations had extended beyond a 
mile from the river, as was apparent by the wreck of large 
trees, roots, shrubs, and ridges of sand, lying in a long con- 
tinued line. I'he elevation of the ground, at such points of 
the inundation, could not be less than thirty to forty &et 
above the level of the river at its ordinary state. 

The Orangti river, like the Nile, has, as it would seem,, its 
periodical inundations, and, as well as that river, might be 
made subservient, by the help of canals, to the fertilization 
of a vast extent of adjoining country. It also has its cataracts. 
One of these made a prodigious roaring noise, not far from 
one of tlie places where we halted ; but as it was not ap- 
proachable without a great deal of fatigue and trouble, we 



d by Google 



254 TRAVELS IN 

did not get a sight of it. It cannot fail to be remarked hy 
every traveller in Southern Africa, who may have attended to 
the accounts that are given of the northern parts of the same 
continent, that there is a strong and striking analogy between 
them. Egypt and the colony of the Cape lie under the 
same parallels of latitude : they have the same kind of cli- 
mate, the same soil, the same saline waters : they both, abound 
in natron ; and the same plants and the same animals are 
common to both. Egypt, without the Nile, would be a 
desart waste* producing only a few saline and succulent 
plants like those of the Great Karroo, where rain full as sel- 
dom falls as in the former country ; and the sandy soil of the 
Cape, with the assistance of water, is as fertile as that of 
£jgypt possibly can be. The rains in the Abyssinian moun- 
tains generally begin in May, and cause the inundations of 
the Nile to take place in June, continuing to the month of 
September. The rains in the Great mountains beyond the 
Kaffers and Tambookies, along the feet of which the Orange 
river runs, collecting their tributary streams in its passage, 
commence in November, and cause the inundations to take 
place, towards the Namaqua country, in December, corre- 
sponding thus exactly with the former, both countries being, 
nearly at the same distance from the equator, but on contrary 
sides- The same singular peculiarity has been observed in 
the conformation of the Egyptian women that pervades the 
whole of the Hottentot nation. That extraordinary animal 
the camelopardahs is said to be an inhabitant of Ethiopia, 
nearer to the Line than Egypt; and it is first met. with in 
Soulliein Africa, beyond the Orange river, which is also nearer 
to the Line than any part of the colony <rf the Cape. Many 
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«ther analogies might be drawn ; but these are moce than suf- 
ficient to establish tlie fact of there being a striiiing resem- 
blance between the two countries. 

The Orange river, at this time, though far from being full, 
exhibited a very grand object ; but in its low state, when the 
water is clear, its stream and its bed must be exceedingly 
beautiful. In the level parts of the country, through which 
its smooth and easy current ran over pebbly beds, they were 
composed entirely of stones that were not common, nor were 
many of them wanting in beauty. AVe gathered among them 
a coarse kind of opals, cornelians, chalcedonies, and agates 
of every form and color, figured, plain, and striped, zoned, 
and stalactitical ; not thinly scattered here and there, but ia 
such'quantities that, judging by those few banks which were 
uncovered with water, a waggon-load might be collected in 
a fe» hours. The onyx and sardonyx were the most com- 
moD. These beds consisted generally of round and oval 
pebbles, some having a black ground, others light-browi>, 
and others chocolate color. These were inlaid with other 
small, white, quartzy pebbles, forming, on the smooth sur- 
feces of the former, circles* stripes, and irregular spots and 
lines. They appeared to be of that description of aggregated - 
stones called, by some French mineralogists, variolites, and 
to which Mr. Kirwan has proposed to give the general name 
of porphyrites. The white parts grew as it were into the 
colored base, and adhered to it so closely as not to be easily 
separated! It is remarkable enough that this should be the 
only river in Southern Africa, at least between it and the Cap&, - 
in which stones of tlu» natuFe are found. According to the 
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relations of Vaillant and Patterson, the agates extend dova 
Ifae bed of the river as -far as its mouth, wi the western coast; 
but neither of these authors makes any lueation of the spotted 
stones which, had they been there, must have obtruded them- 
selves on their notice, being no less singular and beautiful 
than they were numerous ; whole banks were entirely com- 
posed of them and the others above mentioned. They oc- 
curred of aH ^zes, ftota a line to a foot in diameter, generally 
Tounded and smqothly polished by attrition in their passage 
down the river. The rocky banks were composed of masses 
that apparently consisted of clay and mica, ccmtaining also 
a considerable p(»i:ioD of the oxyd o£ iron. The angles of 
these were likewise rounded off, and their surfaces worn 
smooth by the action -of the current. From akernate exposure 
to water and the sun, they had contracted a glossy black 
color, bearing a resemblance to black, glazed, earthen ware. 
The mountains that w£re contiguous to the river had generally 
theii summits of grey quartz; under this a stratum of .iron- 
stone, then sand-<stone, and lastly slate. The strata w>e« lai^ 
horieoatally, or very neaHy ao. 

The fishtng-tac4(le of the Bosjesmans, lying in several peaces 
00 the banks of the .iiv.er, and in good order, indicated plainly 
that many of these people were in the neighbourhood. It 
consisted principally of ba^ets made of osiers, and of the 
»tems of Feeds worked in alternate rows ; que being white, and 
the other dark-brown, the mixture gave them a very pretty 
appearance. The workmanship was firm ai>d neat, and the 
contrivance sufficiently clever, being of the same nature as 
^hose wtfikerrb^ets w^ in Europe for the Mke purpose. 
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We found also several harpoons uf vood, many of them poUted 
vith bone, and fiKed to ropes that were apparenUy made of 
-some sort of grass. Deep holes were dug aJong the side of the 
river at certain distances, and mo^ of them covered over with 
so much care that thej were not easilj discoverable, which 
made it dangerous to nde along the sea-cow patlis. One of 
our horses fell into a hole near nine feet deep, which, for- 
tunately, had no stake in it, otherwise he must iueviti^y 
have been killed. 

In what part soever we approadvd the river, hippiopotanti 
were saortiag and playing in vast numbers. Of these animals 
we killed no less than tour in oaa day. They nere aU re- 
markably lean ; a circumstance vhich tras atirtbwted tu the 
locusts having devoured cv«ry green plant tsxr a poosidct^ble 
distance from the banks of the river. We dissected a female, 
and took out of the womb a full-grown foetus, which was per- 
fectly formed in every pact except tbe tcetfa and tusks. 
Though in this state it was «n1y «eren inches iong, Che sanje 
aniinal, had it sot been destroyed, would, in tlie course of 
time, most probably ha<v'e attained the euormoua -weight of 
three or four thousand pounds. I put it in brandy^ but the 
joHing of the waggon had. in a few days, reduced it. to a 
jelly. 

Near the end of tlie last day's journey, whic^ wp mad? 
along ttie banks of the river, we lilted under tJie edge of .a 
wood of tall mimosas. The branches of the trees were ^ade*^ 
with many tiuusands of the oeidjs of the locnst^tisg thrush : 
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and, not far from the same place, we. crossed the route of the- 
only troop of yonng locusts that had occurred in the vicinity 
of the river; these voracious insects having withdrawn from 
this quarter on account of the herbage being, as already 
noticed, wholly consumed. This troop covered a plot of 
ground at least a hundred yards in width and five miles ia 
length. Its march was directed towards the river, which it 
seemed. to be inclined to cross. Close to the water's edge 
these creatures were heaped together in clumps of five or six 
inches deep. ' Myriads had already entered the water, most 
of which had perished, and were boraeaway by the stream. 

On the fifth of December we left the river, and, turning off 
to the southward, travelled over a fiat country of a strong 
clayey soil, well covered with fine grass, but destitute of 
wood or bushes, and ill supplied with water. Springs here 
and there occurred ; and these were easily discovered by the 
patches of tall reeds that surrounded them. Elands and 
gnoos, hares and partridges, were very plentiful, and none, 
except the second, difficult to procure. Most of the ao- 
telope tribe allow themselves to be approached more closely 
on the plains, about one or two o'clock, when the heat of the 
sun is greatest, than at any other period of the day,, perhaps 
from their being then in a state of languor, or from their ^yes 
being dazzled by the strong light, which renders them in- 
capable of judging of distances. The thermometer stood 
at 88° in the shade, about the middle of the day. For eight 
or ten days past its greatest height had been 84'*. The 
weather almost constantly calm, with a cloudless sky. 
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' The following day, after ten hours travelling directly south, 
*Wer a level country, brouglM; us to the highest ridge of moun- 
tains that run across the southern angle of Africa. It might 
^ considered as a continuation of the Com pass- berg before 
poticed, though there are several interruptions in the inter- 
jacent chain. At this part it had the name of Zuure-berg, 
or the Sour Mountain. The waters that issue from its sides 
run in opposite directions. Those that take a northerly 
course fall into the Orange river ; and the united streamlets, 
flowing to the southward, form at length the Great Fish river 
which divides the colony from the KaSer country. « 

, Early on the morning of the seventh, in consequence of 
one of the party having asserted that some years ago he had 
met^ith the drawing of an unicorn in a kloof of the Zuure- 
berg, we set out upon an excursion across this ipountain. 
Paintings or drawings of a variety of animals we found in 
several places, but none which bore the least resemblance to 
a quadruped with a single horn. I had frequently been 
assured by many of the boors^ that representations of unicorns 
were commonly found among drawings of this kind ; but 
none of them as yet had been able to point out to me the 
^rawing of such an animal, though we had visited several 
caverns in the Bosjesmaos' country solely for that purpose. 
}f, however, we were disappointed in not finding the object 
that had been the occasion of this day's excursion, we were 
amply repaid for the inconvenience and fatigue of an ex- 
posure of eight hours to the scorching rays of an unclouded 
ftun, by a variety of other ipteresting subjects that were con- 
tt^oUy occurring. In no part of our travels ha^ we met 
ii.2 
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with such an assemblage of rai-e plants M veto groving on 
the sides of the Zuure-berg. The number and variety oC' 
the gerauium family, especially of that genus which, by a 
late botanical arrangement, has been named pelargomutHt 
were truly astonishing. The xeraAtkethum fulgidum with its 
brilliant yellow flowers, and the stilt more shewy speamim- 
mum, were equally numerous ; not less so many species of the 
everlasting gnaphalium. Two species of that very singular 
and beautiful plant the disa, found also on Table mountain, 
decorated the margins of the Springs upon the Zuure-berg. 
At the feet of the mountain we procured one of the most 
beautiful, and also one of the most disgusting, quadrupeds 
that are perhaps to be ftwnd in the whole creation. The 
first, it would almost be unnecessary to add, was the zebra, 
which we shot in the midst of a troop consisting of six ; and 
the latter was the bosch-varket or wild hog of Africa, de- 
scribed in the Systema "Saturx under the name of au Eikio' 
picus. This creature is not more ugly than it is vicious and 
cunning. The long ivory fangs that, like boms, project froni 
its mouth, and bend upwards, make it dangerous to be ap- 
proached, whilst its little eyes, placed near the top of its 
square forehead, and the fleshy bags hanging firom each cheek 
like an additional pair of cars, give it a very hideous and 
ft-ightfu! appearance. A great variety of lisards were ob- 
served, and one in particular, in the agonies of deaUi, 
wrfleeted transient shades of colors that were remarkably 
beautiful. The permanent tints were cerulean blue and 
green, with a line down the back of dark-blue and yellow 
spots; tail marked with wared lines orange and ferruginous; 
body muricated, eight inches long. Another species, about ^ 
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foot ID length, was entirely of a brilliant jcllon-. Caraeleons 
were also plentiful, particularly of the small species peculiar 
to the Cape, the pumila of the S^stema Natura. This reptile 
is supposed to be always found of the same color with the 
body on which it may happen to rest. Though in general 
this» perhaps, may be the case, yet the rule does not always 
hold good. I have seen it remain black for many minutes, 
on a white ground, and white when placed upon a black hat. 
Previous to its assuming a change of color, it makes a long 
inspiration, the body swelling out to twice its usual siee; 
and, as this inflation subsides, the change of color gradually 
takes place. The only permanent marks are two small dark 
lines passing along the sides. Hie cameleons are character- 
ized from the rest of the lizard tribe by their perching on the 
extremities of the branches of shrubby plants, from whence, 
holding themselves fast by their prehensile tails,' with out- 
stretched tongue they catch the passing flies. Hence seems 
to have originated the idea that this class of reptiles live 
tipoii ait. 

The sebra tbfit had been shot was lefi at the foot of the 
hill until our return, when it was nar intention to have taken 
off the skin. We had not been absent from the carcase more 
than an hour, in which space of time it had been completely 
eviscerated by a flock of vultures, consistiog of the condor^ 
' the percnopterus, tho white crow, and the vulturine crow ; 
yet it was an extraordinary circumstance that the akin waa 
unbroken in every part of the body, except that the hole ia 
the neck, where the ball had entered, waa a little enlarged. 
Out of this small ^le the greater part of the entrails had 
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been i3rawn.: The animal was a female, and its full-grown 
foal bad been dragged by the vultnres more than half way 
out of the vagina. It would seem that the sacred bird of 
Egypt is a kind of catn^r to the condor, and is employed in 
drawing the carcases of animals, whilst the other sits by " to 
prey on garbage." 

In the evening we reached a farm-house, situated on the 
skirts of the colony, in the division of the Sea Cow river and 
the Rhinosceros-berg, where, after a very long day's journey, 
our waggons also arrived. In this part of the country are 
8tiH a number of families that, like the people of Sneuwberg, 
have withstood the attacks of the Bosjesmans, by keeping to- 
gether and affording to each other mutual assistance. The 
wealth of the farmers consists here entirely of sheep and homed 
cattle ; their scanty cro|»i, sown only for home consumption, 
were entirely destroyed by the locusts. 

At this place the party of boors which had accompanied us 
was discharged ; but, as it was our intention to skirt the 
colony to the eastward, and pass through the deserted division 
of the Tarka, a second commando^ as it is called, was selected 
from- among the farmers of Agter. Sneuwberg, as being best 
acquainted with this eastern part of the country. Six boors, 
and as many Hottentots, in additioa to our own strength, 
were deemed «ufficient to enable us to perform this part of 
the Journey with safety. 

• Directing onr course to the south-eastward, we came to a 
«baia of four salt-water lakes, lying one immediately a$er the 
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oUier. Three of them were fully as large as^ and one smaller 
than, that near Swart Kop's river ; but there was very little 
water in any of them. The bottoros- were covered with a 
crust of salt that in the thickest part did not exceed an inch. 
Immediately under the salt was a thin coating of red sand, and 
below the* sand a stratum of soft impalpable blue clay two feet 
deep ; the next three feet consisted of a coarse friable yellow- 
ish day, containing small chrystals of salt ; under this was a 
small quantity of water, resting upon a covering of rotten pur- 
.plc slate half an inch thick; and below this a dry reddish- 
colored soil that did not apparently contain a particle of salt. 
Close to the margin of the third salt-pan were several springs 
of clear water, having a bitter earthy taste ; and along the rills 
that fell from these into the pan, grew tall reeds^and rushes 
into the very centre among the salt. The others were entirely 
naked, without a bush or shrub on their banks. The sur- 
rounding coontry was also destitute of plants, and the surface 
was strewed, over in many places with thin pellicles of salt. 
The quantity of game on the neighbouring plains, consisting 
chiefly of elands and springboks, was to us a sufficient induce- 
ment to pitch our tents near the salt-pans ; but we were 
disturbed the whole night by the roaring of lions. 

Continuing our route to the eastward, on the tenth we en- 
tered the division of the Tarka, under the point of a lofty 
mountain called the Bambos-berg, which also forms a part of 
the highest ridge that crosses the continent near the southern 
angle of Africa. The Bambos-berg is a double range of moun- 
tains, and is completely impassable either with waggons or 
on horseback. In order to have got beyond them, even with: 
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our horses, it would have been necessary to return to the 
northward and to cross the Zuure-bei^. To the eastward, no 
passage over them has yet been discovered hi any of the ex- 
peditions that, with different views, have been made tlirough 
Kafier-land. The country therefore, behind the Bambos* 
berg, at the feet of whicli the Orange river flows, may be 
considered as very httle known, and on that account it was a 
subject of no small regret to some of the party that no direct 
passage could be made over it. It wouM have been im- 
priident also to continue our route to the eastward, as a horde 
of Bosjesmans, commanded by one L^nx^ said to consist of 
6vc hundred people, had jrasted themselves near a point of 
the Bambos-berg. We were obliged, therefore, to turn off to 
tl»e southward, directly through the Tarka. 

In one of the mountains which terminate this division to the 
eastward, we discovered a cavern full of the drawings of differ- 
ent animals generally of the larger kind, such as elephants, 
rhinosceroses, hippopotami, and, among the rest, oae of the 
camelopardalis. Tlie representation of this animal prowd 
the assertion of the Bosjesman to be true, that the people who 
made these drawings were from hordes dwelling on the north- 
ern side of the Orange river ; because, on the southern side, 
the camelopardalis has never yet been met with. It is an ani- 
mal entirely unknown to the inhabitants of Graaff Rcynet. 

The division of the Tarka is named after a river that, rising 

in the Eambos-berg, flows directly through it, and afterwards 

forms a confluence with the Fish river. It is a well-covered 

country ; and, when inhatuted, was considered as one of the 

8 
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best divisions of Graaff Reynet for sheep and cattle. At some 
of the desCTted farms we foand vinejards loaded with gra^, 
peach-trees, almonds, apple and pe^ trees full of fruit,' and 
v^etables of various kinds, thriving well without the assistance 
of water, or any kind of attention. Game seemed to be scarce, 
except springboks and elands. The only interesting object 
was a flight of the gryllivorous thrush, seemingly in search of ' 
locusts, tliat, like a cloud, continued to pass over-head for 
the space of fifteen minates. 

Quitting the Tarka on the twelfth, we encamped at night 
oa the f^sh river, so called from the great quantity offish it 
was said, to contain of a s[)ecies of cyprinus or carp. The 
same river, after flowing some distance to the southward, and 
receiving a number of tributary streams, takes the name of 
the Great Fish river, and from thence becomes, as befbue 
mentioned, a boundary of the colony. 

On the right bank of the river were two wells of hepatized 
water, easily distinguished by the strong smell they emitted, 
not unlike that of the rinsings of a foul gun-barrel. The 
wells were only a few paces asunder, and differed but one 
degree of Fahrenheit in temperature, the larger being 88° and 
the smaller 87°- The latter boiled up in an uniform mo- 
tion ; but the former threw up the water by starts. This wafe 
about three feet deep, and the sides rounded into the shape 
of a pot ; it consisted of a hard crust of cemented rock, formed 
of minute pebbles of various colors, of small quartz crystals 
worn round in their subterranean passage, and ferruginous 
globular pyrites. The cement appeared to be chiefly flnp 

vol. I. H u 



d by Google 



.366 .. TRAVELS IN 

emerj-sand. The soil of the adjaceot country, and of the 
banks of the river, was a firm bluish clay. On every side of 
the wells, and not many yards distant from them, were several 
circular bogs puffed up to the height of four or 6ve feet above 
the common surface. These were highly elastic, and gave out 
springs of water that was cold, and clear, and tasteless. The 
waters of these hepatic welts are said to have been found 
very efficacious in healing bruises and sprains, and favorable 
also to rheumatic complaints, to which, from the great change- 
ableness of the climate, the peasantry are very subject. 

About twelve miles to the westward of the wells, in a kloof 
of a detached mountain, we found a considerable quantity of 
native nitre. It was in a cavern similar to those used by Bos- 
jesmans for their winter habitations, and in which they make 
the drawings above noticed. The under surface of the pro- 
jecting stratum of calcareous sand-stone, and the sides that 
supported it, were encrusted with a coating of clear white salt- 
petre, that came off in flakes from a quarter of an inch to an 
inch or more in thickness. The fracture resembled that erf 
refined sugar : it burned completely away without leaving any 
residuum ; and, if dissolved in water, and this evaporated, 
crystals of pure prismatic nitre were obtained. This salt, is 
the same state, is to be met with under the sand-stone strata 
of many of the mountains of Africa ; but perhaps not in suf- 
ficient quantities to be collected as an object of commerce. 
There was also in the same cave, running down the sides of 
the rock, a black substance that apparently was bituminous : 
the peasantry called it the urine of the Das. The dung of 
this gregarious animal was lying upon the roof of the cavern 
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■in quantity sufficient to load several waggons. Tiie putrid 
animal matter, filtering through the rock, contributed, no 
doubt, to the formation of the nitre. 

The hepatic wells and the native nitre-rocks were in the di- 
vision of Agter Sneuwberg which joins the Tarka to the south- 
west. A great part of its surface resembles that of the other 
Sneuwberg ; but the side which adjoms the Fish river is Karroo 
ground, and the plains there are covered with tail bushes of 
the salsola. The soap that the inhabitants make from the 
ashes of this plant, and the fat of sheeps' tails, is no incon- 
siderable article of their revenue. Cattle and sheep are pur- 
chased by the butchers upon the spot ; but soap and butter 
are carried in waggons to the Cape. The corn of this di- 
vision was wholly consumed by the locusts ; and the grass 
and the ^rubs were so much devoured that the cattle were 
almost starving. The numerous herds of springboks assisted 
also to bare the ground of its produce. In no part of Africa 
had we seen such prodigious numbers of these animals to- 
gether as in this division. Our party, who were accustomed 
to judge pretty nearly of the number of sheep in a flock, esti- 
mated one troop of the springboks to consist of about fire 
thousand ; but if the accounts of these people may be ere-* 
dited, more than ten times that number have occasionally 
been seen together. Such enormous herds however only col- 
lect when they are about to migrate to some distant part of 
the country. 

On the fifteenth we made another long excursion into the 
Tarka mountains, near where they unite with the great chaia 
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that runs along the upper part of the Kaffer country. Our 
object was to find among the drawings, made by the Bosjes- 
mans, the representation of an unicorn. One of the boon 
promised to bring us directly to the spot where he knew such a 
drawing stood. We set off at an early hour, aild rode tluough 
several defiles along the beds of temporary streunlets. In one 
place was a very large and curious cavern formed by a water- 
fall» that from time to time bad deposited a vast mass of sta- 
lactitical matter; many of the ramifica|ions were not less 
than forty or fifty feet in length. Some were twisted and 
knotted like the roots of an old tree, and others were cellular 
and cavernous. This great mass, reflected from a sheet of 
deep water beneath, clear as crystal, hemmed in by two steep 
&ces of solid rock, and fronted by two old weeping-willows, 
made as fine a piece of wild and romantic scenery as fancy 
could design. A little on one side of the cavern,, and under 
a long projecting ridge of smooth white sand-stone, were se- 
veral sketches of animals, and satirical attempts to repres^t 
the colonists in ridiculous situations and attitudes, charac- 
terizing them by some of their most common and striking 
babits. But the grand object of our research was still want- 
ing. The long-necked camelopardalis was easily distinguished 
among the rest; at were also the rhinosceros and the ele- 
phant. 

The same kind of black matter that bad been found along 
with the native nitre, was here abundantly adhering to the 
rocks, and ooaing down the sides of the cave. A Bosjesman 
that belonged to one of the party informed us that his country- 
men nuxed it with wat»» and drank it as tea. This cavern 
8 
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wza near the source of the Biet mer, a small stream that {alls 
into the Fish river. 

We still continued our search in the kloofs of the mountain^ 
in the hope of meeting with the figure of the unicorn, the 
peasantry being equally sanguine to convince rae of the truth 
of their assertions as I was to gratify curiosity. We came, at 
length, to a very high and concealed kloof, at the head of 
vhich was a deep cave covered in front by thick shrubbery. 
One of the boors mounted up the steep ascent, and having 
made his way through the close brushwood, fae gave us notice 
that the sides of the cavern were covered with drawings. After 
clearing away the bushes to let in the light, and examining 
the numerous drawings, some of which were tolerably well 
executed, and others caricatures, part of a figure was dis- 
covered that was certainly intended as the repretentatioa of a 
beast with a single horn projecting from the forehead. Of 
that part of it which distinctly appeared, the following is a 
faetimik. 




^e body aud legs were concealed hy the figun <^ a/ii 
elephant that stood directly before it. 
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Nothing could be more mortifying than such an accident ; 
but the peasantry, who could form no idea of the consequence 
I attached to the drawing of such an animal, seemed to enjoy 
my chagrin. On being told, however, that a thousand, or 
even five thousand^ rixdollars would be given to any one who 
would produce an original, they stood gaping i^ith open 
mouths, and were ready to enlist for an expedition behind the 
Bambos-berg, where some of them were quite certain the ani- 
mal was to be found. Imperfect as the figure was, it was 
sufficient to convince me that the Bosjesmans are in the prac- 
tice of including, among their representations of animals, that 
of an unicorn ; and it alfo offered a strong argument for the 
existence of a living original. Among the feveral thousand 
figures of animals that, in the course of the journey, we had 
met with, none had the appearance of being monstrous, none 
that could be considered as works of the imagination, " crea- 
** tures of the brain ;" on the contrary, they were generally as 
fukhful. representations of nature as the talents of the artist 
would alloiv. A striking instance of this appeared in the ca- 
vern we last visited. The back shell of the testudo geometrica 
was lying on the ground ; and the regular figures with which 
it is marked, and irom which it takes its name, had been 
recently, and very accurately, copied on the side of a smooth 
rock. It was thought, indeed, from feveral circumstances, 
that the savages had slept in the cavern the preceding night. 
I have been told, that the figure here given of the Unicorn 
must have been made by some of the boors, from its very 
near resemblance to the fanciful animal we see painted under 
that name.- It jnay be, so, but I do not believe it to be so. 
That the unicorn, as it is represented in Europe, is a work 
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of fancy> is uaquestionably true ; but it does not follow from 
thence that; a quadruped with one horn, growing out of the 
middle of the forehead, should hot exist. The arguments, 
indeed, that might be offered are much stronger for its exist- 
ence than the objections are against it. It is doubtful from 
whence the idea of this animal, as painted in Europe, has 
been taken, but if from that which is described in Holy Writ, 
the pa)nter,.iD the representation he has given of the Unicom 
as a supporter of the Royal Arms, has not, by any means, 
entered into the spirit of the description. The animal, to 
which the writer of the Book of Job, who was no mean na- 
tural historian, puts into the mouth pi' the Almighty a poetical 
allusion, has been supposed, indeed, with great plausibility, 
to be the one-horned rhinosceros : " Canst thou bind the 
" unicorn with his band in the furrow ? or will he harrow the 
" vallies after thee ? Wilt thou trust him because his strength 
" is great, or wUt ihou leave thy labor to him .''" Moses alfo 
in all probability meant the rhinosceros when he mentions the 
unicorn as having the strength of God. Aristotle had a very 
diflFercut idea of the animal, to which he gives the name of 
unicorn, for he describes it as a species of wild ass with solid- 
ungulous feet. 

The African rhinosceros, having invariably two horns, can- 
not be supposed to be the prototype of the Bosjesmans* 
paintings of the unicorn. Besides, the former frequently 
occurs among their productions, and is represented as the 
thick shoit-legged figure that it really is, whilst the latter is 
said by the boors to be uniformly described as afolidungulous 
animal resembling the horse, with an elegantly shaped body, 
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marked from- the shoulders to the flanks with loDgitudinai 
stripes or bands. The greatest number of such draviugs are 
said to be met with ia the Bambos-berg ; and, as the.pe<^le 
who make tbem live on the north side of this great chain 
of mountfuns, the original maj one day* perhaps, be also 
found there. 

This part of Africa is as yet untrodden ground, few if any 
of the boors having proceeded beyond the mountains. It 
may be said, perhaps, that if such an animal existed, and was 
known to the natives inhabiting a part of the country not very 
distant from the borders of the colony, the fact would cer- 
tainly before this time hare been ascertained. This, how- 
ever, does not follow. Very few of the colonists have crossed 
the Orange river, or have been higher along its banks than 
the part where we were under the necessity of turning off lo 
the southward ; and the sort of commmiication that the pea- 
santry have with the Bosjesmans is not of that nature to sup- 
ply much information respecting the country they inhabit. 
The mouth of the Orange river is much nearer to the Cape 
than the plains behind the Kaffer mountains ; yet it was but 
the other day that the existence of the camelopardalis was 
ascertained near tlie former place, though no savage nation, 
btrt a civilized tribe of Hottentots only, interrened. Certain 
animals, as well as plants, confiae themselves to certain dis- 
tiicts of the same country. The animal above meatiooed 
was never known to have passed the Orange river. It would 
appear also that in Northern Africa it has its limited range ; 
for, since the time of Julius Ctesar, when one was publicly 
exhibited in Rvme, it had been lost to Europe till within; the . 
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present century. The accounts given of it by ancient writers 
were looked upon as fabulous. The gooo is found onJy in 
certain parts of Southern Africa; and the blue antelope, {the 
leucophsea,) which confined itself to the banks of one small 
river in tire vicinity of Ztvellendajai, is now entirely lost to 
the colony. The springbok, seen in the northern part« in 
troops of thousands, never made its appearance in any part 
of the district of Zweltendam. 

Tbd Bosjesmans have no knowledge of any doubts con- 
cerning the existence of such an anim^ as the unicorn ; nor 
do they seem to think there is any thing extraordinary in a 
beast having only one horn. There does not indeed appear 
to be any good reason why a quadruped should not be left 
with a single horn as well as a 6sli. Much greater anomalies 
occur in nature. The boors take it for granted that such an 
animal exists beyond the limits of the colony. Vertomanims, 
(or Bertlioma,) who travelled over the deserts of Arabia, ob- 
serves that " at Mecca were to be seen two unicorns, which 
are there shewed to the people for a wonder. I'he one of 
tbem, which is much higher than the other, yet not much 
unlike to a colt of thirty months of age ; in the forehead 
groweth only one horn, in manner right forth, of the length 
of three cubits. The other is much younger, and like a youi^ 
colt. This beast is of the color of a horae of a weasel color, 
and bath the head like an hart, but no long necb; a thin 
mane hanging only on t^ one side ; their 1^ Are tbin aod 
slender, hke a fawn or hind ; the hoofs of the fore fe^t a^e 
divided in two, moch like the feet of a ^oat ^ Jb« outwoic^ 
part of the hinder feet is -very fijU: of hair. -Tbflfe uoicoriis 
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one gave to the sultaD of Mecca, as a most precious and rare 
gift : they were sent him out of Ethiopia by a king of that 
country, who desired by that present to gratify the sultan of 
Mecca." Father Lobo, in his history of Abyssinia, describes 
the unicorn as a beautiful horse ; but Father Lobo was con- 
sidered as a person worthy of little credit, because he rdated 
things that were new. A modern traveller through the same 
country, in detailing some of the same circumstances touched 
upon by the former writer, has met with no better success. 
The schooled mind is apt to feel a propensity for rejecting 
every thing new, unless conveyed to it through the channel of 
demonstrative evidence, which, on all occasions, is not to be 
obtained ; whilst, on the other hand, credulity swallows de- 
ception in every flimsy covering. The one is, perhaps, 
equally liable to shut out truth, as the other is to imbibe 
falsehood. Nature's wide domain is too varied to be shackled 
with a syllogism. What nations, what animals, what plants, 
and other natural productions, may yet be discovered in the 
unknown parts of the globe, a man, who has studied nature 
in the closet only, would hardly be supposed presumptuous 
enough to form a conjecture ; yet such is the bias that tbe 
reputation of a name begets with tbe multitude, that the 
verdict of a few closet philosophers generally establishes or 
destroys the credibility of an author's testimony. 

Of iail the accessible parts of the earth, the interior of 
Southern Africa is the least known to Europeans. A few 
paltry establishments of the Portuguese lie widely scattered 
along the two <»asts; and the Dutch have cfAoaized a few 
bundled miles from the soudiero angle along the two shores; 
1 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. ^fs 

but neither the one nor the other have supplied any informa- 
tion of the interior. Among the latter, Colonel Gordon was 
the only man who seemed desirous of exteuding the know* 
. ledge of the southern part of this continent, and even his 
travels were very circumscribed. This gentleman had several 
occasions to see the drawings of the unicorn made by the 
savages ; a circumstance to prove the existence of such an 
animal, on which he used to lay great stress. The following 
particulars, related to me by the persons themselves, may hot 
perhaps be considered as entirely irrelevant to the subject. 
I give them as I had them; they carry with them no conviction, 
though they shew at least how imperfect is the knowledge 
of the natural history bf parts bordering immediately on the 
colony of the Cape, and that much yet remains to be dis- 
covered by an attentive traveller. 

Adrian Van Yarsveld, of Camdeboo in Graa£F Reynet, 
shot an animal a few years ago, at the point of the Bambos- 
berg, that was entirely unknown to any of the colonists. 
The description he gave to me of it in writing, taken, as he 
said, from a memorandum made at the time, was as follows : 

**' The figure came nearest to that of the quacha, but of a 
** much larger size, being five feet high and eight feet long ; 
** the ground color yellowish, with black stripes: of these 
** were four curved ones on each side of the head, eleven 
^ of the same kind between the neck and shoulder; and 
" three broad waved lines running longitudinally A-om the 
*" shoulder to the thigh ; mane short and erect ; ears six 
** ioclKs long, and striped across ; tail like the quacha : oa 
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" the oentre of the forehead was an excrescence of a hard, 
'* boney substance, covered with hair, and resembli^^ tbo 
" rudiments of a horn ; the length of this with the hair was 
** ten inches." 

About tlie same time, Tjardi Van der WeU^ of Olifant's 
River in Zwellendam, in company with bis brother, saw, near 
the same place, an animal exactly of the shape of a horse, 
and somewhat larger than the quacha, that had longitudinal 
black stripes on a light ground ; it was grazing among a herd 
of elands. The two brothers haviag been some time without 
food, firom their anxiety first to secure an eland, neglected 
the striped animal, intending {^lerwafds to give cfaace to it; 
but his gait was so wonderfully swift, that, bounding to- 
wards the mountains, he was presently out of tJieir sight. 

Sifartinus Frinslo, of Brnyntjes Hoogt6, when on a bunting 
excursion, saw behind the same mountain several wild horses^ 
entirely different from either the quacha or die aebra, but 
they were so shy that tfaey never could approach them suf- 
ficiently near to make minate distinctions ; they appeared to 
be of a light cinereous color, without stripes. This, how- 
ever, might be a deception of sight arising from distance, 
as dark stripes upon a light ground cannot be distinguished 
Tcry far ; tliey form a shade between the two colors, and the 
lighter tint is predominant ; as the primitive colors disposed 
in concentric circles on a card, and put in motion, will ap^ 
pear white. The black and buff zebra, even when very near 
it, and especially if in motion, appears of a dull bluish ask 
color, like the common ass. It is therefore probable, thaft 
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&te animars described by the three different persons were of 
the same species. .Vaillant also, who may generally be de- 
pended on, when he speaks of aoimals, mentions bis having 
chased beyond the Namaaquas, day after day in vain, an 
Isabella colored Kcbra. This also, in all probability, was 
of the same kind as the others. 

The missionary Vander K^np mentions a streaked horse 
of incredible swiftness, which is called by the Hottentots 
Kar^ia ; and be adds, that " the Imbo (a nation residing 
north-east from Kaffer land, and separated from the sea by 
the Maiawii) con6rm the report of an unicorn existing in 
that part of the country. They represent it as a very savage 
animal ; they are horribly afraid of it, as it sometimes over- 
turns their kraals and destroys their houses. They say, that 
it has a single horn placed on the forehead, which is very long ; 
and that it is entirely distinct from the rhinosceros, with 
which they are well acquainted." Vander Kemp is a man 
of research} and of a different cast from the missionaries in 
general. He studied physic at, Leyden, became a captain 
of dragoons, then studied at Edinburgh, where he took 
his degree, and published a work on Cosmology, which 
he called Parmenides. Yet few perhaps will acquit him of 
credulity, on reading the following paragraph contained 
in one of the reports of his mission : — " A remarkable 
circumstance of the care of the Lord* in order to assist 
us in his work, we cannot pass by in silence. Our people 
being frequently dispersed, it was very difficult to call 
them together ; for this a bell was wanting very much, and 
we did not see any means to get it. But he who com* 
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mands the sea and the wares permitted a ship to strike on 
a rock, and to dash to pieces ; the crew and the cargo were 
saved, and the sea cast up the ship's beil for our iise." 

The weather had been excessively sultry for many days ; 
and towards the setting of the sun on this day, as we were 
descending the mountain, the heavens became suddenly over- 
spread witii heavy black clouds that momentarily threatened 
to burst, llie waggons just reached in time a spot in the 
valley, in some measure sheltered from the wind, when the 
storm opened with incredible fury. The violence of the wind 
was so great, that it swept away every thing before it ; uid. 
it was followed by a burst of thunder that seemed to " shake 
•* the foundations of old earth." Peal after peal incessantly 
rushed on each other, and roared in the mountains as if tear- 
ing and riving in pieces their masses of rock ; and streams 
of vivid fire flew with terrible swiftness to every part of the 
horizon.- Heavy rain, mingled with hailstones of unusual 
bigness, and violent squalls of wind seemed to be contending 
for the mastery with liie thunder and the fire. 

*t Since I was man 

" Such sheets of 6r, such bursts of horrid thunder, 
" Such groans of roaring wind, and rain, I never 
^' Remember to have hnwd." 

The ^torrn continued a great part of the night ; and on the 
following morning some of its effects were seen in the wreck 
of a grove of tall mimosas, the greatest part of which was 
torn up by the roots. Such like storms are said to be very 
irequent in these great chains of mountains during the sum- 
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iner months ; but tbe soath-east windst which blow with such 
strength at the Cape, are not felt in tbe interior parts of the 
country. At the Cape there happen less thunder and light- 
ning than perhaps in any otiier part of the world, the island 
of St. Helena excepted, where they are scarcely known to the 
inhabitants. 

Passing over a rough mountainous country, wc halted on the 
thirtieth near the source of the Bavian's, or Baboon's river. 
It rises out of a chain of mountains in the Kaffer country, and 
joins the Great Fish river. Tall spreading mimosas were here 
scattered over the &ce of the country, and,, with their new 
foIiagiB of lively green, displayed a very beautiful appearance-; 
they were also studded with clusters of golden flowers,, not 
more pleasing to the eye than agreeable to the smell. Thou- 
sands of bees were busily employed in collecting from these 
flowers their winter's st(H%. This part of the country seemed 
to abound ia hcmey ; it was hanging in large clusters from al- 
most every, rock, and this was^ the season of its greatest plenty 
and perfection. The Hottentots have a common observation 
among them, that when the Doom boom blossoms the honey is 
fiit. 

Quick as. the Hottentots are in observing the bees, as they 
fly to their nests, they have still a much better guide on 
whicK they invariably rely. This is a small brownish, bird, 
Bothing remarkable in its appearance, of the cuckoo genus,. to 
which naturalists have given the specific name of Indicator^ 
from ibs circumstance of its poiating out and discovering, by 
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a chirping and whistling noise, the oests of bees ; it is called 
by the farmers the honey bird. 

In the conduct c^ this little animal, there is something that 
approaches very nearly lo what philosophers have been pleased 
to deny to the brute part of the creation. Having observed a 
nest of honey, it immediately flies in search of some human 
creature, to whom, by its fluttering, and whistling, and chirp- 
ing,, it communicates the discovery. Every one here is too 
well acquainted with the bird to have any doubts as to the 
certainty of the information. It leads the way directly to- 
wards the place, flying from bush to bnsh, or fVom one ant- 
bill to another. "When close to the nest, it remains still and 
silent. As soon as the person, to whom the discovery was 
made, shall have taken away the honey, the Indicator flies to 
feast on the remains. By the like conduct it is also said to 
indicate, with equal certainty, the dens of lions, tygers, hy- 
senas, and other beasts of prey and noxious animals. In the 
discovery of a bee's nest, self-interest is concerned ; but in the 
latter instance, its motives must proceed from a different prin- 
iciple. That involuntary and spontaneous agent, which is sup^- 
posed to guide and direct the brute creation, and which man, 
unable to investigate the nice shades of cause and effect that, 
DO doubt, govern all their actions, has resolved into one general 
moving power called Instinct, is perhaps less a blind uncoa- 
ecious impulse of nature than a deduction of rational combina- 
tion. It does not appear indeed that there are any solid grounds 
for supposing that the same scale of gradation does not exist in 
the mental as well as in the corporeal part of creation, in both 
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of irhich man is clearly the head. If it be instinct that in 
Europe causes the shyness of birds at the approach of man, 
the same instinct. instructs them to be so bold in India and 
China, where they are not molested, as almost to be taken by 
the hand. The -different propensities of animals, proceeding 
irom the diflfereDt organs with which nature has furnished 
•them, are no doubt modified and altered according to situa- 
tion and circumstances. Most of the small birds of South- 
ern Africa construct their nests in such a manner, that they 
can be entered only by one small orifice, and many suspend 
them from the slender extremities of high branches. A species 
of loxia, or grossbeak, always hangs its nest on a branch ex- 
tending over a river or pool of water. It is shaped exactly 
like a chemist's retort; is suspended from the head, and the 
shank of eight or nine inches long, at the bottom of which is 
the aperture, almost touches the water. It is made of green 
grass, firmly put together, and curiously wo\*en. Another 
small bird, the Parus Capensis^ or Cape Titmouse, constructs 
its luxurious nest of the pappus or down of a species of ascle- 
pias. This nest is made of the texture of flannel, and the 
fleecy hosiery is not more soft. Near the upper end projects 
a small tube about an inch in length, with' an orifice about 
three-fourths of an inch in diameter. Imolediately under 
the tube, is a small hole in the side, that has no communica* 
tion with the interior part of the nest ; ia this hole the male 
sits at nights, and thus they are both screened from the wea- 
ther. The spaiTow in Africa hedges round its nest with 
thorns ; and even the swallow, under the eaves of houses, or 
in the riAs of rocks, makes a tube to its nest of six or seven 
VOL. z. o o 
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incbes in length. The same kind of birds in Kortbera Ea» 
rope,' having nothing to apprehend from monkies, snakes, and 
other noxious animals, construct open nests. Is this difierencfr 
the effect of mere accident or of design ? 

From the Bavian's river we made an excursion, for the se- 
cond time, into the Kaffer country, where we ascended the 
Kaka, the continuation of the first range of mountains in the 
Sneuwberg. The summit was broken into hiti and dale, and 
the surface b«iuttfully varied with patches of green grass, and 
clumps of tall forest trees. The thick and sombre foliage of 
the woods, throwing their deep shadows into the hollows, con- 
trasted with the bright and lively green knolls of grass, pro- 
duced a succession aSghatm and gloom$ that were extremely . 
beautiful and pleasing. No part of Africa had yet afforded 
such grand, picturesque, and diversified scenery, as this com- 
mencement of a double chain (MT mountains, and the interme' 
diate forests, of which the eye, looking easterly, could discover 
no end. The trees that were most plentiful were two species of 
the G«i-A(Mrf,'or Yew,' some of which were from twenty to thirty 
feet in circumference, and sixty to seventy feet in length. 

The summit of the Kaka mountain commanded a most ex- 
tensive view of the Kafier country, as far as the sea-coast to 
the south, and beyond the residence of the king to the south- - 
east. The level plains over which the Kat and the Kaapna 
are seen to serpmtize, those plains where once the Gbonaqua 
nation tended their flocks and herds, now desolate, were laid 
as it v«c at the feet of the spectator. 
8 
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A number of rare and bautiful birrts ninerjs sdea Abbut the 
fbr^sls of the Kakaberg. Amoog Uiede, one of tbe lo^t t^ 
markabte was the CucuUa Peraa^ or ToUraco. Tbis ftuperb 
bird, by its gcfibures, seems ai if conaciouB of its aapeH(»^ 
beauty. Tiket/pupa, or Hopae, was very pleotifut ; the Itfti- 
mida meleagris equally iso. A fifth Spedies of bustard was also 
seen here, with brown and white wings, and neck of a cerulean 
blue color ; size, that of a pheasant. Along tiid mad were 
numbers of that beautiful tittle pigeon, c^led here the Namaa- 
qua dove, not larger than a sparrow. 

On entering one of £he narrow vallies, we deemed on a sud- 
den to be overtaken in the midst of a shower of snow, which 
we thought to be the pappus or down of certain plants. Oit 
closer examination, however, it was found to proceed frodl 
myriads of white ants, on the wing. The life of the Ephettie- 
ris, ia its perfect state, is that of a single day ; but the flight 
of the white ant is but a leap into the air for a few moments, 
from whence they tumble to the ground never to rise again. 
The wings are so very fine, and so slightly attached to their 
bodies, that they generally fall off, or are brokeo with tlie fall. 
Others immediately roll them off, and afterwards creep into 
the crevices of the ground to end their existence in quiet. It 
would seem they bad some presentiment of the doom that 
awaited them, and that they hastened to escape under the 
caver of the earth to avoid being devoured by their own chil- 
dren, which, in numberless mynads, swarm in the roads and 
naked places of the ground, particularly after a shower of 
rain. }^^t ^tod moisture, the two great productive powers iq 
nature, or those at least that call the vital principle ir^to 
oo2 
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aclioD, bring forth the young from the eggs of all the insect 
tribe that are deposited in the ground. Tims, though a rainy 
summer may promote Tegetation, yet it at the same time calls, 
to Me soch. multitudes of destructive vermin, which otherwise 
would haA^b; remained dormant in the ground, that on the: 
whole a dry season is perhaps the best. 

FrolQ the Bavian's river into Bruyntjes Hoogt6 is a day's- 
journey, and through this to the entraoce of Camdeboo 
another, and three from hence t«Graaff Reyuet, at which vil- 
lage we arrived on the twenty-fourth, on one of the warmest 
days that we had yet experienced in the whole country. The- 
tberraometer,. wlien exposed to the wind in the shade, rose to 
108° ; whilst in the house it was cool and pleasant at 82°. It 
was one of those hot winds» such as we liad once before expe- 
rienced on the banks of the Great Tish river. They happen 
most frequently upon the Karroo plains, where they are some- 
times attended with tornados that are really dreadful. Wag*^ 
gons are overtunied, men and Irorses thrown down, and the 
shrubs torn out of the ground. Thedust and sand are whirled 
into the air in columns of several hundred feet in height, which, 
at adistance,. Took like the water-spouts seen sometimes at sea ; 
and with those they are equally, if possible, avoided, — all that 
falls in their way being snatched up in their vortex. Some- 
times dust and small pebbles arc hurled mto the air with the 
noise and violence of a sky-rocket. Rain and thumler gene* 
rally succeed tliose heated' wind^, and gradually bring aboul 
a decrease oftemperature to tlw common standard, which, in 
the summer season atGraaff Heynct, appears to be about QlQ^ 
to 84" in the middle of the diiy. The mornings and tl^ even* 
ings are generally cool and pleasant. ' ■ 
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CHAP. IV. 



Sketches mtd$ m & yournejfrom GraafRejnet alon^ the Sea-coasi ft 
the Cape. 

J. HE long contmuance of dry weather bad, for more than a> 
tuoutb, rendered the passage of the Karroo, or great desert, im- 
practicable, on account of the scarcity both of water and of 
herbage. All the rivers that intersect it, and the few springs 
that are found upon it, were said to be completely dried up ; 
and the farmers of Graaff Rcynet, who, at this season of the 
year, just afler their harvestr generally make their annual risit 
to the Cape, were under the necessity of delaying their joumey^ 
or of going round tlirough the district of Zwcllendani, in all 
partsof which, and at all seasons of the year, there is abundance 
of water. Three days, however, previous to our departure 
from Graaff Reynet, there had fallen such heavy and con* 
tinned rain, both at that place, and to the westward in the 
mountains of Camdeboo and Sneuwberg,. that little doubt 
was entertained of its having brought upon the Karroo a p1en~ 
tiful supply of water, as far at least as De Beer valley, the de- 
lightful meadow of the desert,, mentioned in a former chap^ 
ter. 

On the strength of this conjecture, we departed from Graaff 
Reynet od the lUDtb of December, and found the two rivers,, 



d by Google 



U$ TltAVELS IV 

Sunday and Camdeboo, so much swelled with the rains as 
scarcely to be fordable. At the port also of Camdeboo, which 
opens upon the desert, the small river there was running with 
a copious and rapid stream ; a circumstance that nearly re- 
moved every doubt, and scarcely suffered an idea to exist of 
the probability even of experiencing any want of water on 
this side of De Beer valley. We soon however found, by 
fatal experience, that the extent of the rains had been very 
limited. In fact they had reached only a few miles beyond 
the Poort. SliU we had hopes that the Hottentot's river, a 
day's journey fiirther, wvnild contain some water ; or, should 
this fkil, that the Karooka, whose source was in the moun- 
tains of Camdeboo, must undoubtedly be full from the late 
rains that were perceived to fall in those mountains. 

On the eteventh, therefore, we lef* the Poort, and the 
farther we proceeded upon the desert, the fainter became the 
traces of the rain that had fallen, till at length they totally 
disappeared. The face of the country very sooii presented only- 
one continued plain of uniform aridity and barrenness. The 
few saline plants, thinly scattered over a surface of white 
<:lay sprinkled with t^ddish sand, were shrivelled up, crack-- 
Ting under the feet like so many bundles of rotten sticks. 
The rays of the sun playing upon the naked surface were 
painful \o behold, and their dazzling light highly injurious 
to the eye. 

About the middle of the day a melancholy object pre- 
«ented itsrlif before as, near the side of the toad. It was a 
horse at his last gasp, for want of water. H« was known by 
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otir Hotteotots to bave left Graaff Reyaet eight days before, 
with a party of farmers, who bad gone from thence* in order 
to proceed across the Karroo to Zwarteberg. He had pro- 
bably strayed from thera in the night, the time they generally 
travel, and by that means was lefl behind. The poor animal, 
on perceiving us, made a feint attempt to advance towards 
the road, as if to intreat a drop of water, but the exertioqi . 
was too great. He fell exhausted on the ground, and the 
only relief that could be given to bis painful sufierings, was 
that of bringing them to a speedy end. A few miles farther, 
another of these potM* creatures, which had belonged to the 
same party, was found by the road side already dead. Such 
objects were but ill calculated to inspire saugutne hopes in 
our present situation. We ventured, however, to procec4» 
and to make the best of our way to Hottentot's river ; whicbj 
after a long and very fatiguing day's journey, wo reached 
about nine o'clock at night; but, to our great grief and 
mortification, we found it completely dry; and tt& clayey 
bed broken and divided, by the heat of the weather, into 
polygonal figures, like the summits of basaltic columns. The 
disappointment may more readily be conceived than de- 
scribed ; and we now began to be seriously alarmed at the 
situation of our cattle. To quench the thirst of man a small 
quantity of water is sufficient for a length of time; but 
cattle, after the fatigue of a long day's journey, require more 
than can easily be carried for their use. The little that we 
had brought npon the waggons was shared among our 
people, who happened to be numerous enough to require our 
whole stock. 
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A consultation was held, to take into consideration t^ 
steps that appeared most advisable to be put in practice ; 
and the result of it was, that as soon as the oxen, which 
liad been in the yoke the whole day, had refreshed them- 
selves by a few hours' rest, the relays should be put to the 
waggons, and proceed on the journey. We were nnwilling 
to return, and it was in vain to think of remaining longer 
where we were. Beside the total want of water, there was 
neither a blade of grass, nor shrubbery of any sort* upon 
which the cattle could browse. The succulent and fleshy 
teaves, even of the mesembryanthemum tribe, were shrivelled 
up to a leathery consistence, and all their juices evaporated. 
Scarcely a living creature had appeared during the whole 
day, but at night there came into the tent, attracted by the 
light of the candle, such a multitude of a species of cock- 
chaffer, that they literally extinguished the candle and drove 
us out. This insect was of a pale ash color, and the thorax 
was covered with a whitish powder. 

A little after midnight we started afresh, directing our way 
across the desert towards the nearest part of the Karooka, 
still hoping to be fortunate enough to meet with water there. 
On arriving at day-light on the wishedrfor spot, not a vestige 
of moisture appeared even in the bed of the river for several 
miles. We were now totally at a loss what step to take. 
We found we had advanced too far to think of retreating, 
and were entirely uncertain of what might be the event of 
-proceeding. In the midst of painful reflections, the sun 
began to dart bis scorching rays, and to display a widely ex- 
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tended horizon presenting to the eye a melancholy picture 
of cheerless desolation. No quadrupeds, except our own 
exhausted oxen, not a bird, nor even an insect appeared. A 
total suspension of the vivifying princi]))e seemed to prevail 
on every side, and all traces of animated nature appeared to 
have Bed irom the dreary waste. With such a prospect, 
and under such a situation, the oppressed mind sickened, 
and was ready to sink under a 

** ^— secret dread and inward horror 
« Of falUng into nought." 

One single hope only now remained, and that was fixed 
upon De Beer valley. This place we knew to be a kind of 
reservoir, in which a number of periodical streams had their 
confluence from various parts of the distant mountains of 
Nieuwvdd, Winterberg, and Sneuwbjerg. The distance from 
our present situation to it was not very far, but our cattle 
vere exceedingly exhausted ; and had long expressed their 
suffering by hollow lowings, and the sheep by their perpetual 
' bleating. The children also of the Hottentots who were with 
iis cried incessantly for water. 

llie appearance of De Beer valley, from a distance, in* 
dicated no want of water ; it was that of a beautiful green 
meadow ; and the cattle, and the horses, and the Hotten- 
tots, the moment it caught the eye, scampered away towards 
St in full career. Those in the waggons were not behind tfa« 
rest, 'ilieir looks and manner, on arriving at the spot, suf- 
ficiently expressed the disappointment they felt on finding 
the beds of the pools and the rivers zH perfectly dry. In 

vot. I. V r 
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one place oriljr, .shaded by mimosas thaC had withstood the 
drought, was a small puddle of muddy water. Of this we 
coutrired to bale out with our hats a small quantity for the 
horses, but it afforded none for the cattle. The strong grass, 
in many places, and tlie reeds still retaining some verdtire,. 
were greedily devoured by the oxen ; and it was to this . cir- 
cumstance^ I am convinced* that their final safc^iy was owing. 

Hiding over the surface of the valley in search of sotne 
pond or rivulet that might afford a little water^ the glimpse 
of a small pool caught the eye of my horse thrbugh some 
thick bushes, into which he furiously sprung, aud, in spite 
of resistance, forced his way into ttie water. He had no 
sooner, however, applied his mouth to it, than he withdrew 
his head, finding it to be as salt as brine. It was in fact the 
Salt river mentioned on a former visit to this place. Much 
of the water having evaporated in the course of the long 
series of hot weather, the banks were now encrusted with 
plates of salt, that wore the appearance of ice. 

The reeds and rush-like grass having in some degree re- 
fr^hed our cattle, towards the cool of the day we determined 
to_ start afresh, to strike off towards the edge of the desert, 
^nd cross the gr^a^ T&uge of the Black mountains, beyond 
which there was no uncertainty of meeting with water. Our 
miserable cattle were, therefore, once more put into the wag-, 
gons, and moving slowly through a pass of the mountains, 
vhich proved to. be tolerably level, we came about midnight 
to a place where a Hottentot had told us was the Katret 
fqtiteifju Aitar searching about for sooie time in the ^'k|^ 
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a kiod of swamp was discovered* cdntainiog, in places, a 
little muddy and fetid water. Bad as it was, both Hotten^ 
tots and cattle swallowed it with great avidity. For our 
own part, a bottle of chalybeate, and another of hepatic 
water, that had been taken and kept for expertmentt were 
found very acceptable and refreshing. 

On the fifteenth, after travelling about five hours, and after 
having been four days without fresh water, we came to a 
clear limpid stream called the Keur fonteyn, or Precious 
Spring ; and never certainly did any stream of water ap- 
pear to be more truly valuable and delightful. It was with 
the greatest difficulty that either the cattle or the Hotten- 
tots, who with tlie former are equally void of thought or 
reflection, Avere restrained from drinking to excess after so 
long an abstinence. 

The great scarcity of water on those plains of Africa, 
known by the name of Karroo, rendering it sometimes ha- 
zardous, and almost always harassing, for cattle to pass, 
should seem to point out the camel or the dromedary as the 
kind of animals best suited for the transport of goods and 
passengers in the colony of the Cape. The camel is more 
patient of hunger than most quadrupeds, and is able to en- 
dure thirst for a much longer space of time ; and the harsh- 
thorny shrubs, or the succulent plantsi, one or the other of 
which are to be met with on the most dreary of the deserts, 
would furnish for it abundance of food. It will carry with- 
ease half a ton weight, which is more than twice the quantity 
that is ever drawn by an African ox. 
p pS 
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We encamped on the seventeenth near the banks of thft 
Olifant's river, where several hot springs issued out of a bog, 
consisting of a brownish oxjd of iron, mixed with irregular 
shaped pieces of ponderous iron stooe, many of which seemed 
once to have been in a state of fusion. The water was 
chalybeate, as appeared from the great quantity of .wange 
colored sediment deposited in the channels through which 
it ran, and 'the fine steel blue skum with which the surfaces 
of the wells were covered. Of the four principal wells, all 
rising out of the same bog, the temperatures were 111% 
109°, 105", and 95° of Fahrenheit's scale. They are much 
frequented by the neighbouring peasantry, and held by them 
to be efficacious in the cure of bruises, sprains, and rheu- 
matic complaints. 

How friendly soever the water of the wells might prove 
to the human constitution, it dould not be more so than in 
appearance it was favorable to the growth of plants. Along 
the Mdes of the streamlets a zone-leafed geranium was ob- 
served climbing to the height of fifteen feet, and all the 
shrubs that grew in the vicinity of the water were more than 
usually luxuriant. 

The long drought had completely exhausted the OltfantV 
Ttver c^ water, and the face of the country was nearly as 
barren and parched as the Karroo on the opposite side of the 
Black mouDtainS) except indeed along each side of the bed 
uf the river, where the mimosas, now loaded with golden 
blofisoras, stilt retained their verdure, and where the Canoa 
plant, or Salsola^ was growing to the height of eight or ten 
8 
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feet. Should these two articles, at any future period, be 
considered as worthy attention in a commercial point of 
view, the division of Olifant's river is the most favorable 
Bituation for encouraging their culture, and for procuring 
their products in the most cMisiderable quantities. 

None of t^e lai^r kind of game, except the Koodoo, arc 
now to be met with near Olifant's river, though the animal, 
whose name it bears, in all probability, once abounded there. 
The river otter is plentiful, as are also two or three species of 
wild-cat, one of which appeared to be that described by na- 
turalists under the name of Caracal. The body was of a 
deep chesnut brown, and the points of the ears tipped with 
brushes of long black hairs ; a second species, or rather 
variety, was of a cinereous blue color; and a third, clouded 
black and white. Here also is abundance of that species of 
viverra called the Raiel. Its choice food ■ is honey, and 
nature has endowed it with a hide so very thick, that the 
sting of a bee is unable to penetrate through it. No animal 
is perhaps more tenacious of life than the ratel. A dog with 
great difficulty succeeds in worrying it to death ; and it is a 
species of amusement for the farmers to run knives throu^ 
different parts of the body, without being able, for a length 
of time^ to deprive It of existeuce. 

Turning off to the southward from the Olifant's river, and 
passing round a high detached mountain called the Kamnao' 
tiehergt we crossed a range of hiUs, and descended into Lang6 
Kloof, or the Ijong Pass. This is a narrow valley, in few 
places exceeding a snile in width, hemmed in betweeu a high 
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tinbroken cfaaia of niountaios oa the south, and a paralld 
range of green bills on the north, stretching nearly due east 
aud west, without any interruption, about one hundred and 
fifty miles. Tbe hills on the northern side increasing to the 
height of mountains in their progress .to the eastward, ter- 
minate on the plains near Zwart Kop's river ; and the great 
chain uf mountains on the south side runs into tbe sea near 
Camtoo's bay, and extends to the westward till it meets the 
high mountains of Hex river. 

Lang6 Kloof abounds with streams of water and good pas- 
turage. The ground throughout consists of a fine rich soil, 
and annexed to almost all the habitations are good gardens, 
fruitehes, and vineyards. Being considerably elevated above 
the level of tbe sea, and situated in the midst of mountains, 
snow frequently falls in tbe winter months, and lies on the 
ground for a length of time. 

. From one end to the other of Lang6 Kloof there is but one 
passage foE waggons over the south chain of mountains, and 
this is seldom made use of, being considered among the most 
formidable and difficult roads and passes in the colony. It 
lies, in fact, over the very summit of one of tbe points in the 
chain, called the Duyvils kop, ot the .Devil's head. We had 
sixteen oxen to each waggon, in order to effect our passage 
of this mountain. The road was dreadfully steep and stoney ; 
and as it approached tbe summit, where the width of tbe 
ridge was not above fifteen paces, the ascent was from stratun^ 
to stratum of rock, like a flight of stairs, of whicl^ some of 
(he steps were not less than four feet high. Upon these it 
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was necessary to lift the waggons by main strength. Just as 
we reached the summit, the weather, which had been re- 
markably pleasant, the thermometer standing at 74% now 
began to be overcast, the wind blew fresh, and shortly after 
an immense sheet of black vapor was observed to approach, 
borne upon the south-east wind from the sea. Ascending 
rapidly in rolling volumes, it completely immersed us upon 
the summit of the mountain. Tlic temperature of the air 
was immediately decreased to 39° of Fahrenheit. Before 
our three waggons had got over the highest peak, the weather 
began to clear up, and it was then curious endugh to observe 
all that tract of country lying between the mountains and 
the sea involved in dense clouds, and deluged apparently 
with heavy rain, whilst the northern side of the same moun- 
tains enjoyed a sunshine unsullied by a single cloud. 

Tlie instability of the climate of the southern angle of 
Africa has frequently been noticed in the course of these 
sketches ; yet a more remarkable instance of it had not per- 
haps occurred than in the present situation. An elevation of 
about one thousand feet, or Httle more, produced a variation 
of temperature, in the course of two hours, equal to thirty- 
five degrees. It afterwards appeared, that, on the same day» 
being the longest iu the year, snow had fallen and lain fot 
some time upon the same chain of mountains, close behind 
Zwellendam, where the surface is not by any means parti- 
cularly lofty. 

The descent of the Duyvil's kop was much more gradual 
than had been the ascent, and the smooth grassy surface of 
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the northern side was now changed into an extensive shrub- 
bery, among which the most conspicuous plants were heaths 
and proteas of amaeing sizes ; one of the latter having a round 
thick leaf with a purple margin, bore a flower that measured 
very nearly ten inches in diameter. Several species of the 
Ixia, of the Iris, of tlie Morea, and Gladiolus, now in full 
bloom, adorned the sides of the hills, whilst the Cape So- 
phora, and the Arduina with its jessamine-like smell, per- 
fumed the whole country. • 

At the feet of this chain of mountains runs a belt of wood, 
extending with little interruption near two hundred miles in 
length ; and consisting chiefly of a great variety of forest 
trees, maiij of which are found of a prodigious magnitude. 
Some of the woods of the colony have already been noticed. 
Here I completed my catalogue of such as appeared most 
applicable to common uses, having propured in the whole 
forty-four different sorts. Of these, I could have wished 
to be able to gratify the Botanist with Linnaeaa names, 
but the little time 1 had to spare, and the difficulty of pro- 
curing blossoms from tall forest trees, made it impossible. I 
must, therefore, content myself with giving the colonial names 
only of most of them ; and even these may prove of infinite 
service to the future traveller, who may wish to direct his 
attention to the subject 
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It tnay be observed that the sizes marked in the above list 
&re, as nearly as could be guessed, such as they run in gene- 
ra), but of both the Geelfaouts abundance of trees may be 
met with, from seventy to ninety feet in length, and very 
proper for ships' masts, spars, and other tioiber used in ship 
building. 

Between the foot of the Duynl's kop and Plettenberg's 
bay, the latter of which is about 6fty miles to the eastward 
of the former, the country is beautifully wooded^ and inter- 
sected with numberless rivulets, issuing out of the forests ; 
there dre also several broad deep rivers, over which it is ne- 
cessary to pass in boats. Some of these terminate in large 
•sheets of water, forming beautiful lakes, whose margins are 
finely fringed with wood. One. lake is sufficiently curious, 
having neither inlet nor outlet, and the water is greener than 
any part of the ocean, not salt, but so slightly saline as 
scarcely to be perceptibly so to the taste. One of the farmers 
told me, with great triumph, that he had puzzled the Gover- 
nor Van Hettenberg, with respect to the water of the Green 
lake, by asking him whence the color proceeded. The go- 
vernor had made him for answer, that it came from the sur- 
rounding shrubbery, being green matter washed away by the 
rains. Upon this the peasant shewed him some of it in a 
glass, where it appeared clear and colorless. There is a tra- 
dition among the Hottentots, that this lake, now six or seven 
miles in circumference, was, no very Jong time ago, a beauti- 
Ail green meadow, and it is still said to be increasing in size. 
If the quantity of water thrown in by the rains, and its 
springs, should exceed the quantity that may escape by ab- 
qq3 
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sorption and' evaporatloD, the Greealake will (Hie day» by^irs- 
great pressure, break dovrn the b^rier that now divides it 
from lh« sea, which has evidently been the case with its~ 
neighbouring lake the Knysna. This, in fact, is now become 
anana of the aea, into which the tide sets through a narrow 
passage or portal, as into a dock. This passage, though nar- 
row, and not quite clear of rocks, appears to b© capable of 
admitting small vessels ;- and within there is plenty of deep- 
water stretching out into a bason of several miles in width. 
"Hie surrounding bills are clumped with forest trees,.and their 
sloping sides are clothed with shrubbery down to the water's 
edge. The lake is studded with a numbw of flat islands,- 
covered with verdure. The arms' of the Knysna stretch into 
the deep vallies at the feet of the mountains, and are there 
lost in impenetrable forests. The whole country is- boldly- 
marked, and most magnificently- clothed, and may be con- 
sidered, beyond comparison, as the grandest £uid most beaui- 
tifiil part of Southern Africa. 

The farm-houses in this part of the country were also in a 
better style than they are usually met with at so great a dis- 
tance from the capital. Being near the sea-coast, the pro- 
prietors incur the expence of burning shells into lime, and of 
wbite>washing all the buildings. A sort of chalky limestone 
was also here observed in large masses, lying upon the sur- 
face, but was not used for lime. To almost every house was 
attached, generally in a grove of trees, a small enclosure with 
ornamented walls, serving as the fEunily burying-ground. The 
decorations usually bestowed on those mansions of the dead, 
appeared to have much more engaged the attention than 
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those of the living. In tbe interment of the dead, the Butch 
have no kind of seivice ar eeremony. 

Close to the usual landing-place of Plettenberg's bay have 
lately been erected a neat and- spacious dwelling-house ; a 
magazine for the rec^tion of timber, two hundred feet in 
length ; and a stax>ng and commodious building for tbe recep- 
tion of troops. The mtention of the Dutch government was 
to form an establishment here, for the purpose of deriving 
from it a supply of timber, to answer their demuids for that 
article in the Cape. Strong prejudices, however, have long, 
been entertained against the Cape timber, though perhaps 
without sufficient grounds. Few woods will stand the effects - 
of alternate exposure to heavy rains, dry winds, and a scorch- 
ing sun ; where such exposure has been guarded against, one 
of the slightest of the woods, the Geelhout, has been known, 
to remain for more than a century, without shewing any 
symptoms of decay. 

In the forests, near this bay, a creeping plantgrows in great" 
plenty, whose interior bark, drawn oiF in fibres of forty or 
fifty feet in length, seems to be an excellent substitute for- 
hemp. The Hottentots twist these fibres into very strong- 
cordage. Tbe bark of another native plant, a species^f Hi- 
biscus,, made very excellent hemp. ITie leaves of the plant 
were deeply divided, like those of the CannabtiMB^ a species 
of tbe same genus, cultivated in India, for the purpose of ob- 
taining hemp from the bark; but the stem of the African 
Hibiscus had small spines, and the flower was large, and of 
a sulphureous yellow color. 
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Affloug tbe useful trees o( the forests, we noticed a speciei 
of wild fig, that grew to a very conuderable size, and bore a 
fruit resembling in«bape and appearance the Bergamot pear. 
'It had a pleasant-subacid flavor, and was greedily devoured 
>by the birds, 'i'he leaves were oblong-ovate. A species of 
Salvia, or sage, grew wild, and was much esteemed for its 
healing qualities, when applied to green wounds. A species 
alsoof Solaimm was in high j'eputation for .the same purpose. 
Tbe leaf resembled that of tobacco, on which account it was 
-known by the Jiame of wild tobacco ; the upper side of tbe 
leaf was dark green, .and smooth ; the under side white, and 
wQolly ; the stem woody and prickly.' The woolly side of 
the leaf a[^lied toa swelling or gathering, quickly brings it 
to. a head, and the green side afterwards as quickly heals it. 
I bad an ofiportunity of seeing these efiects in more than one 
instance. Not far from Plettenberg's bay, along the banks 
of a small rivulet, I met with a whole forest, of the Strelitzia 
Alba, whose tall and tapering stems, like those of the Areca 
nut, or Mountain cabbage, were regular and well propor- 
tioned, ^ the ^jCorinthian shaft. Many of tbem ran to the 
height of iive and twenty or thirty feet, without a leaf. It 
is.suflSciently remarkable, that the three Strelitzias of Africa 
should he found in three distinct situations, and at great 
.distances from each other; and still more so, that tbe 
white species should grow so very abundantly along the 
side of one stream of water, and not a single plant be found 
near any of the rest in the same neigh bourbuod. From 
the great resemblance of Ibis plant to the Banana tree, the 
peasantry call it the Wild Plantain. But the most elegant 
plant tliat occurred in the whole forest was tbe native vine 
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of Afi-jctt. This creeper rao to the very summits of the 
highest Geel-bout trees, and bore a fruit in size and appear- 
ance not unlike the Morelle cherry^ seldom more than two 
or three in a cluster, of a very agreeable and delicate subacid 
flavor. The leaves of this vine are shaped like those of the 
ivy, dark green, and smooth on the upper, and rather woolly 
tn> the under, surface ; not deciduous, but evergreen. 

From Plettenbei^a bay we returned to the westmtrd, cross- 
ing many deep and dangerous rivers. Of these, the Kay man, 
or Crocodiles' river, was by much the most difficult to pass 
with waggons, the banks on e»ther side being several hun- 
dred feet high, steep, and rocky. It is confidently asserted, that 
the anioml, whose name the river bears, occasionally appears 
in it,, though none of the people who accompanied me could 
testify to have seen any other species of that genus frequent- 
ing the water, except Iguanas from six to ten feet in length. 
In the Nile only the crocodile is found in so high a latitudq 
as 31° or 32°; but the TricAectu, or Lamantia, frequents both 
coasts of Africa, from the Mediterranean to the Cape point, 
sometimes, though very rarely, entering the mouths of the 
rivers. 

Tlie Kayman's river separates the division of Flettenberg's 
bay from the Autiniequas land, a tract df country which the 
Dutch government kept exclusively for its own use, both od 
account of the grand forests that were here easily accessible, 
and the excellent pasturage it afforded for their cattle at all 
seasons of the year. The mountains here, being near the sea, 
attract the vapors, and cause a greater quantity of rain to 
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fall than in any other part of the colony. This division is 
terminated to the westward by the great JDrakke fiver, which 
i^ses in the forests above-mentioned, and, running directly 
aouth, discharges itself into Muscle bay. 

The general landing-place of this .bay is upon a sandy 
beach, at the head of a small cove, into which runs a rivulet 
of water slightly impregnated with salt. This stream doeg 
not appear to be capable of filling above a dozen butts of 
water in a day. A magazine for the reception of grain it 
erected near the landing-place. It is a strong stone build- 
ing, one hundred and fifty feet in length, and will conveni- 
ently hold ten thousand bushels of com. The price of thiS' 
article delivered hero is about twenty-two rix-dollars the 
load of thirty-one Winchester bushels, or at the rate of two 
shillings and tenpeuce the busheL 

The bay abtuinds with excellent fish of various kind, with 
muscles that are large and of a strong flavor, and with 
oysters of an excellent quality ; and, in the winter months, 
the black whale is very plentitiil. 

Great quantities of the common aloe grow upon the plains 
that surround Mnsele bay. The inspissated juice of this 
plant was once an article that afforded a considerable profit 
to those who were at the trouble of collecting and preparing 
it, but the price is now reduced so low, about threepence the 
pound, that it is no longer considered as an object worthy 
the attention of the inhabitants. Three pounds are as much 
^8 one person can collect and prepare in one d»y. 
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On the fifth we crossed Gauritz river,, the western limit of 
the division of Mossel bay. This river may properly be 
called the Sink of the Colony. All the waters that have their 
origin within the distance of one hundred and fifty miles to the 
eastward, and as far to the westward, upon the Great Karroo 
and the mountains to the northward of it, meet in one im- 
mense chasm of the Zwarteberg or chain nearest the sea- 
shore, and are discharged through the channel of the Gaurilz 
river. The sudden and copious inundations of this river are 
almost beyond credibility. The ruins of a house are still to 
be seen, that is said to have been destroyed by a swelling of 
the river, though the site cannot be much less than a hundred 
feet above the level of the channel ; at this time all its nu- 
merous branches scarcely supplied it with water sufficient to 
cause a current. 

From Gauritz we proceeded to one of its branches, the 
False river, near which we obsen-ed a great variety of brown 
and yellow ochres, and an abundance of that curious stone 
aheady mentioned under the name of Paint stone. 

On the sixth we passed several rivulets whose united 
streams form the Kaffer Kuyl's river. In advancing towards 
the Cape, the country became better inhabited ; neat houses 
stood on the banks of all the rivers, and the gardens, and 
vineyards, and fruiteries, were more extensive, and kept in a 
better state of culture. The suriace of the country inter- 
jacent between the rivers was very irregular, the soil dry clay 
and chalk, and,was fit for little else than a sheep pasture. It 
produced a great quantity of shrubs,- among which was one 
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called tbe Gvarrie btuchy (Royena ?) from whose berries, anti 
those of the Ardmna, some of the farmers had made a sweetish 
wine, not unlike that which iu Europe is procured from the 
Sambttcus or alder. 

I'he forests of Plettenberg's bay, and the Autini^quas land^ 
had ceased to clothe the feet of the mountains from the point 
directly Bforth of Mossel bay. Another clump now a|>peared,. 
about twenty miles to the eastward <yf the Brosdy of Zwel- 
lendam, called the Grootvader's bosch. This wood, in the- 
early stages of Uie colony, contained as great a variety of 
lai^ timber trees as the others, kftit being so much neap^ 
4o the Cape, is now stripped of most of the wood that wa» 
. valuable. 

From Grootvader*s boach a beautiful valley stretches along 
the feet of the mountains, as far almost as the Droady. This 
village is composed of about twenty houses, scattered over 
a fertile valley, with a perpetual stream of water flowing 
down it. The faaibitation of the Landrost stands at the head 
of the valley ; is a very comfortable building, and has an ex- 
tensive garden attached to it, surrounded with plantations of 
oaiks, and well stocked with a variety of Iruits. 

The district of Zwellendam is composed chiefly of that 
tract of country lying between the Black mountains and the 
8ea-<;oast, and stretches to the eastward, as iar as the Cam- 
toos river, where Graaif Reynet first begins. The number of 
families contained in it are between five and six hundred; 
and the whole population of whites amounts to about three 
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thousand- The number of Hottentots, in the whole district, 
does not exceed two to each family ; and that of slaves is 
about five. 

Zwellendam affords no great supply of cattle to the Cape 
market, and still less so of sheep. Horses are brought up for 
sale in considerable numbers. The revenue of the farmers 
is principally derived from timber, grain, butter, soap, and 
dried fruits. To a naturalist, this district is the least inter- 
esting, except in botany, and in this department it offers an 
ample 6eld. Of the number of those who have made Uiat 
branch of science their particular pursuit, and who have 
visited this colony, none have sufficiently attended to the 
native forest trees, so as to be able to assign them their places 
in the prevailing system of arranging the vegetable part of 
the creation. Few antelopes, except the Reebok, $teenboI(, 
and Duyker, are now remaining in the district of Zwellen- 
dam. Formerly the Bonte'bok, the Scripta of the Stjstema 
Naturtet was almost as numerous near the Drosdy, as the 
Springbok still continues to be in the Sneuwberg. At pre- 
sent they are rarely seen in troops exceeding a dozen. At 
one time also in the vicinity of Zwellendam were a few of 
that elegant species of antelope, the Leucopheait or blue Ba- 
telope, an animal that is now no longer to be met with in the 
whole colony, at least none have been eeeo or beard of tiiese 
ten years past. Hares and partridges are plentiful in every, 
part of tl)e district. The woods of Autiniequas land aboi;uMl: 
with a variety of birds, both great and sioall. , 



d by Google 



3o8 TRAVELS IN 

On the twelfth we entered the district of Stellenb^ch, by 
crossing the river Zonder-end, and proceeded to Zoete Melk 
valley, a patch of excellent land belonging to governtiieat» 
and lately converted by it into a station for cavalry. 

Proceeding up the valley through which the Endless river 
meanders, we halted, late in the evening,, at a place called the 
Bavian's kloof, where there is a small establishment of Mora- 
vian missionaries, or Hemhiiters, so called from a village in 
Saxony where an asylum was ofiiered. to them after theu* ex- 
pulsion from Moravia. These people have been several 
years in this colony, for the express purpose of instructing the 
< Hottentots in ttie doctrines of Christianity, but bad met with 
Uttle encouragement, in the object of their nussion, under the 
Dutch government. The number of their proselytes have in- 
creased of late to such a degree,, that tfaey have found it ne- 
cessary to send to Europe for more teachers of the gospeL 

Early in the morning I was awakened fay the noise c^ some 
of the 6nest voices I ever heard, and,^ on looking out, 
saw a group of female Hottentots sitting on the ground. It 
was Sunday, and they bad assembled thus early to cbaunt the 
morning hymn. They were aU neatly dressed in printed cot- 
ton gowns. A sight so very different from what we had hitherto 
been in the habit of observing, witli regard to this unhappy 
class of beings, could not fail of being grateful ; and, at the 
same time, it excited a greater degree of curiosity as to the 
aature of the establishment The good fathers^ who were 
three in number, were well disposed to satisfy every questioa 
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put to them. They were men of the middle age, plain and 
decent in their dress, cleanly in their persons, of modest man- 
ners, meek and humble in their deportment, but intelligent 
fend lively in conversation, zealous in the cause of their mis- 
sion, but free from bigotry or enthusiasm. Every thing 
about the place partook of that neatness and simplicity which 
■were the strongest features in the outUne of their character. 
The church they had constructed was a plain neat building ; 
their mill for grinding corn was superior to any in the colony ; 
their garden was in high order, and produced abundance of 
vegetables for the use of the table. Almost every thing that 
had been done was by the labor of their own hands. Agree- 
ably to the rules of that society, oT which they were members, 
each had learned some useful profession. One was well 
skilled in every branch of smith's work, the second was a 
shoemaker, and the third a tailor. 

These missionaries have succeeded in bringing together 
into one society more than six hundred Hottentots, and their 
numbers are daily increasing. Tbese live in small huts dis< 
persed over the valley, to each of which was a patch of ground 
for raising vegetables. Those who had first joined the society 
had the choicest situations at the upper end of the valley, 
near the church, and their houses and gardens were very neat 
and comfortable; numbers of the poor in England not so good, 
and few better. Such of the Hottentots as chuse to leara 
their respective trades, are paid for their labor as soon as they 
can earn wages. Some hire themselves out by the week, 
month, or year, to the neighbouring peasantry ; others make 
mats and brooms for sale : some breed poultry, and others 

1 
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find meaiis to subsist by their cattle, sbecp, and horses. 
Many of the women and children of soldiers, belonging to the 
Hottentot corps, reside at Bavian's kloof, where they are 
much more likely to acquire industrious habits than by re* 
niaining in the camp. 

On Sundays they all regularly attend the performance of 
divine service, and it is astonishing how ambitious they are 
to appear at church in neat and clean attire. Of the three 
hundred, or thereabouts, that composed the congregation, 
about half were dressed in coarse printed cottons, and the 
other half in sbeei^skin dresses ; and it appeared, on inquiry, 
that the former were the 6rst that had been brought within 
the pale of the church ; a proof that their circumstances at 
least had suffered nothing from their change of life. Persua- 
sion and example had convinced them, that cleanliness in their 
persons not only added much to the comforts of life, but vas 
one of the greatest preservatives of health ; and that the little 
trifle of money they had to spare was much better applied 
in procuring decent covering for the body, than in the pur- 
chase of spirits and tob^cCo ; tuticles so far from being ne- 
cessaries, that they might justiy be considered as the most 
pernicious evils. 

The deportment of the Hottentot congregation, during di- 
vine service, was trtily devout. Tlie discourse delivered by 
cffte of tlie fathers was short, but replete with good sense* 
pathetic, and well suited to the occasion : tears flowed abun- 
dantly from thte eyes of those to whom it was partictilariy 
{id^f^ssed. The females sung in -a stile that was pla&ative nod 
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affecting ; and their voices were in geaeral sweet and liar- 
monious. Not more than &fiy bad been admitted as mciu- 
h&cs of the Christi^i faith, by the ceremony of baptism. 
There appeared to be no violent aeal oa the part of the fa- 
thers, vhicb is tiie case with most other missionaries, to sweH 
ti>e catalogue of converts to Christianity, being more solicitous 
to teach their trades to such as migiit ohuse to leain tliem. 
Adopting the idea of the ingenious Count Rumford, their 
first great object seemed to be that of making men happy, 
that they might afterwards become virtuous, which is cer- 
tainly touch sounder pfailoso|^y than .the converse of the pro- 
positum. 

It wou^d be supposed that men like these, so truly respect- 
ahle in their missionary charact-er, and so irFepFoachal>le in 
their -coDduct, wouM be well received and encouraged in any 
country; yet -such is the -brutality and gross depravity of the 
peasantry of this colony, that a party, consisting of about 
thirty, had entered into a confederacy to murder the three 
teachers, and to -seize and force into their service all the young 
Hottentots that might be found at the place. These horrid 
irretdies had actually assembled at a neighbouring house, on. 
the Saturday evening, intending on the following day, in the 
middle of divine service, to carry their murderous purposes 
-into execution. Luckily for the misMonaries, they had in^ 
timation of what was going on through a Hottentot, who de- 
"serted the service of one of the intended assassins for that 
porpose. They l^d their apprehensions before Sir James 
Craig, who, in consequence, issued his injunctions, in a letter 
to the overseer of the post of Zoete Melk valley, that no in- 
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habitant should is any shape molest the Herahiiters, on pain 
of incurring the heaviest displeasure of the government. The 
letter arrived on the very day they were assembled, and the 
poltrons, on hearing it read, sneaked off each to his own 
home, and the missionaries since that time have continued to 
exercise their functions unmolested. The cause of the farm- 
ers' hatred to these people is their having taught the Hot- 
tentots the use of their liberty, and the value of their labor, 
of which they had long been kept in ignorance. 

At the p(Hnt of a small detached mountain, to the southr 
ward of Bavian's kloof, is a warm spring, whose watery are 
pretty much used by invalids from the Cape. They~are 
strongly chalybeate, like those near Olifant's river, and rise 
out of the same kind of black turfy ground, in which wer^ 
jarge masses of a brown ponderous iron stone, that apparently 
-contained from 60 to 70 per cent, of iron. The Dutch go? 
vemment had caused a house to be erected, fur the accom- 
modation of such as might be inclined to use the waters ; 
which is now in so ruinous and filthy a state, that the appear- 
ance of it is much better calculated to hasten the progress of the 
^lisease, than the convalescence of the patient. Most of the 
English who have used the bath have taken their lodgings at 
« farm house, about a mile from the wells, where there are 
•comfortable accommodations for a few persons. The tem- 
perature of the waters, where they first break out of the 
ground, is 114° of Fahrenheit, but in the bath they are re- 
duced to 110°. They are chiefly recommended for rheumatic 
complaints and debilitated constitutions. 
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Trom the bath we proceeded to the westward, crossed a 
steep sandy hill, called the Hou hoeck, and, on the set'en- 
teenth, descended the Hottentot's Holland's kloof, a difficult 
pass across the great north and south chain of mountains, but 
infinitely less so than either the Duyvil's kop, or the Kay- 
man's river. 

From the portal, or entrance of the kloof, is a grand vien- 
of the Cape peninsula, the sweeping shores of the two great 
beys, and the intermediate dreary isthmus appearing like a 
sea of sand, and enlivened only by a few neat farm houses, 
scattered over the fore-ground, at the feet of the great chain 
of mountains. The middle of the isthmus is inhabited only 
by a few poor people, who gain a subsistence by collecting 
the stems and roots of the shrubs that grow in the sand, and 
sending them in small carts to the Cape, where they are sold 
for fuel. The distance from Hottentot's Holland's kloof to 
Cape Town is about thirty-six miles, or an easy day's journey, 
which we made on the eighteenth of January ; not sorry to 
have brought to an end a seven months' tour, in the course of 
which many |)er8onal inconveniences and difficulties had oc- 
curred, to be borpe and surmounted only by a determination 
to gratify curiosity at the expence of comfort. 
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CHAP. V. 

SkeUhet made on a Joumty into the Ctuntry t^tbe Namaaqaas. 

JL H £ breaking up of the south-east monsoon, wkicb generally 
happens towards the end of April or the beginning of May, 
is a season of the year that, of all others, is wor&t calculates) 
for undertaking a journey through the sandy deserts of 
Southern Africa. Should the change of the monsoon not have 
taken place when the traveller sets out, the long drought 
wliicfa always precedes it will have parched up and destroyed 
vegetation to such a degree, that hi» cattle would be in daa* 
ger of perishing from scarcity of food, and still more so from 
want of water : and, should the contrary be the case, he i& 
equally unfortunate, as not only for some time he will find no 
pasturage, but must also have to contend with tdl the incon- 
veniences of stormy weather, and periiaps be retarded for 
weeks together by the sxrelling of the rivers. 

"Weighty as these objections appeared to bo, it was thought 
expedient to commence a journey to the northern parts of the 
colony, along the western coast, at the very moment when 
the breaking up of the summer monsoon was expected. It 
was the tenth of April when I set forward from Cape Town, 
with a covered waggon, and twelve stout oxen, in good con- 
dition, a single horse, a slave, a wagoner, and leader, who 
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bad accompanied me on the other journies, and an additional 
Hottentot to attend the oxen for relays : for it must not be 
supposed, that the same team of oxen should be able to draw 
daily for a length of time. The farmers, who hve only at the 
distance of ten days' journey from the Cape, seldom come 
up with less than a couple of teams of bullocks to use al- 
ternately. They also travel at nights, for the sake of cool- 
ness, and that their cattle may graze or browze during the 
<lay. 

Birt for the better conranience of those who travelled on 
the public service, govo-nment imposed a kind of tax on the 
fanners, by obliging tbem to furnish Voorspam, or teams of 
-oxen, free c^any expence, whenever they should be demanded. 
It was considered as a sufficient Kcctmpence for this service, 
tltttt they were supplied by the guvernnrant, without 
-purchase, with powder and .ball, to carry on their expedi- 
tions against tlieir enemies, the Busjesmans. In the present, 
as well as on tl>e former tour, I availed myself of this privi- 
Jege of ancient usage in the colony, and never met with a 
refusdl, or even a rt^uctant compliance with the demaitd, 
which, mdeed, was always requested not as a piatter ofright, 
'but of &vor. 

As uone of my Hottentots were acquainted with one step 
-of the northern tour I was about to undertake, we had to 
depend entirely on the information of the &rmers as to .the 
TOad and most convenient halting places. The first day 
brought us to Koeberg^ about eighteen miles from the Cape^ 
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aad ihe second to Groene kloofs about sixteen miles farther oij 

a deep sand^ road, which proved a hard day'a drag for a dozeu 



Groene kloof is a division of the Cape district, consisting 
of several clun)ps of small hilts, that cross the sandy slip, 
extending along the western coast. On the dales that lie 
within these hills are copious springs of good water, and ex- 
cellent pasturage for cattle and horses. None of the ground 
near the Cape can be considered as remarkably productive in 
grain ; it requires manure, or to lie fallow for two or three 
years, and even then affords nothing that in England would 
be considered as a crop. It appears from the returns of 
^rain, which the farmers are obliged to deliver annually to 
government, that the average produce is under tenfold. Id 
places close to the town, the returns are much less, the 
ground being worn out by a continual succession of crops 
of grain. 

Among the hills of Groene kloof are considerable numbers 
of Steenboks, Duykers, and Reeboks, and a few Hartebecsts, 
but frequent visits of sportsmen {torn the Cape have made 
them very shy. Hares, korhaens, grouse* and partridges, were 
sufficiently plentiful. Various species of the liliaceous tribe, 
particularly of the amaryllis, and other bulbous rooted plants, 
were now in bloom, but the long drought had left Httle ver- 
dure on the sides of the bills. At this season of the year that 
refreshing tint is only to be looked for in the neighbourhood 
of springs and rivulets. 
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The bouse of Slabert, the Tea fonteyn^ is the next usual 
stage beyond Groene klouf. As this family holds a distin- 
guished place in the page of a French traveller in Southern 
Africa, the veracity of whose writings has been called in 
question, curiosity was naturally excited to make some in- 
quiries from them concerning this author. He was well 
known to the family, and had been received into their house 
at the recommendation of the fiscal ; but the whole of his 
transactions in this part of Ihe country, wherein his own 
heroism is so fully set forth, tliey assert to be so many fabri- 
cations. The story of shooting the tyger, in which his great 
courage is contrasted with the cowardice of the peasantry, I 
read to them out of his book. They laughed very heartily, 
and assured me that, although the story had some foundation 
in fact, the animal had been shot through the body by a 
stell-roar or trap-gun, set by a Hottentot, and was expiring 
under a bush at the time they found it, when the valiant 
Frenchman discharged the contents of his mu&quet into the 
tyger and dispatched him. The first book which he pub- 
lished, of his Travels to the Eastward, contains much correct 
information, accuratedescription,and a number of pointed and 
just observations. The sale of the copy of these travels encou- 
raged, it seems, themakingofa second, the materials of which, 
slight as they were, seem to have chiefly been furnished by 
the publication ofan EngHsh traveller, whom he pretends to 
correct; and by an account of an expedition to the north- 
ward, sent out by the Dutch government of the Cape in 
search of a tribe of people reported to wear linen clothing. 
The family of Slabert assert that he left Zwartland in July, 
travelled to the Orange river, and returned at the beginning 
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of the following December, at which time, in his book, he i$ 
conducting his Teaders to the northward, as for- as the tropic, 
llie inventive faculties of the Abb6 PhiUppeaux, who is tlie 
i*eal author of the \vork, supplied what be conceived to be 
wanting in the traveller's remarks, and in the two above- 
mentioned publications. 

From the house of Slabcrt we crossed over to Saldanba bay, 
and made a few observations on this commodious inlet of the 
sea, which will hereafter be noticc<l. 

Tlie general snrfece of the country, between the Berg river 
and Saldanba bay, is fiat and sandy, covei'ed, however, with 
a Oontinued forest of shrubbery ; but thinly inhabited, on ac- 
count of 'tlte scarcity of fresh water, i'he soil, though sandy, 
is uncdhimdaly fertile^ the nsu^ returns on wheat being from 
fifteen to twenty fold. Barley yields from thirty to forty, 
'i^hey lise no tnanure, and in Some places the soil is so loose 
and sandy, tliat even the operation of pidugfaing is nnneces- 
'sary. Garden plants of all kinds thrive temarkiibly well, 
'it'is curidns'enbii^fa tb see pumpkins, nieloffs, cauliflow^, 
'ahd othCT Vegetabtds, growing luxuriantly in sb^r sand. At 
'one ^l&Ct they wereirioting out sugar ciahes, thatbad over- 
sfnead &. ^^den, to give place for a plahtiition of tobacco. 
The gre^y ajipeartince, and the adheiiive quality, of the 
"sandy soil that covers tlie sbrfece of this 'part of the country, 
arise'probably from loanty or hltirly particles thdt render 'it 
'60 ' p»rticiilarly iavot^ble to vegetation. Trdm the chal%^ 
'nlass^' of stone tfaat'lte at certain depths under, and some- 
times appear abcrve, tl^ sandy «ur&ce, may also pdrbaps bb 
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dtsengaged, by some simple or combined action of the air 
and the saline bodies in the sand, tliat species of aerii^brm 
acid contained in chalk, which late experiments have shewn 
to be the kind of aliment most congenial to the nature 
of plants. 

Notwithstanding the fertility of the ground, and the facility 
of tillage, an inconsiderable quantity of grain is produced, 
owing to the distance and the heavy roads to the only mar- 
ket in the colony. Draught oxen are scarce and dear in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape, and vast numbers are annually 
destroyed, in transporting the articles of necessary consump- 
tion to Cape To^vn. There is a curious paragraph in the 
Minutes of the Proceedings in the government of Van Rife* 
beck, the founder of the colony, which shews the extreme 
scarcity of cattle in the early stages of the settlement, before 
some daring adventurers penetrated beyond the great ranges 
of mountaius. ' It states^ that the captains of four English 
ships having arrived in the bay and presented the governor 
and council with pipes, glasses, brandy, and other acceptable 
articles, the governor in council resoWed, in order to shevv 
that the Hollanders were not wanting in gratitude and ci- 
vility, that the ox belonging to the Company, which had 
died, not of disease, but from hunger, should be divided 
ittto four quarters, and that one should be sent to the captain 
of each ship. 

The bay of St. Helena is about fifteen miles to the northward 
of Hootjes bay. It resembles in shape the Table bay, than 
which it is a little more open and exposed to the northerly 
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and north-westerly winds, but is said to have better anchoring 
ground. There is a small sprang of fresh water at the point 
of the hilly peninsula that runs along the coast from Saldanha 
bay. The Berg river, though an immense mass of water, is 
so sanded up at the mouth, that boats can enter it only at 
high water. There still remain a few Hippopotami towards 
the lower part of this river, but they are very shy, and come 
up at nights only, to the place where the water begins to be 
fresh. The Dutch government, in order to preserve this ani- 
mal in the colony, imposed a tine of a thousand guilders on 
any person that should put one of them to death. Game of 
every kind is very plentiful towards the mouth of the river. 
The two large antelopes, the liartebeest, and the gemsbok, are 
occasional visitors of this part of the country. 

At the distance of fifteen miles from the moutb of the river, 
I crossed it in a boat, and floated over the waggon with a 
cask. The road on the opposite side was so heavy, and so 
great the extent of country uninhabited, on account of the 
deep sandy surface, and the scarcity of water, that it was 
dark before the waggon could arrive at the place where it was 
proposed to halt for the night. The driver, though an inha- 
bitant of the country, lost his way over the uaiforni surface 
of sand and bushes, and we were three hours dragging back- 
wards and forwards before the bouse could be discovered, 
though close upon it the whole time. It was a wretched 
hovel of rushes, standiug in the midst of a sandy plain. The 
night was very cold, and there was neither food nor shelter 
for the horses, nor water for the cattle. The shifting of the 
^and-drifts had choaked up the briny spring, and the inha- 
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bitants had been obliged for some time to fetch their water 
from the Berg river, a distance at least of twelve miles. At 
the hazard, therefore, of losing our way a second time, I 
determined to proceed to the next habitation, which was said 
to be about four miles farther. On arriving there, at mid- 
night, it was found to be very little better than the other. 
The house and its inhabitants wore evident marks of poverty. 
A cow or two, a little corn, a few sheep and goats, consti- 
' tuted the whole of their possessions which, though in Europe 
would comprehend both wealth and comfort, -are incapable 
of confeiring in this country either the one or the other. 

It was on these miserable plains that the Abbe de la Caillc 
terminated the measurement of his base from the Cape, in 
order to ascertain the length of a degree of the meridian in 
the southern parallels of latitude. Respecting this great 
mathematician and astronomer, and his arduous undertaking, 
the learned author of a Mathematical Dictionary, lately pub- 
lished, has the following remark : " Having thus executed 
** the purpose of his voyage, and no present opportunity 
** offering for his return, he thought of employing the vacant 
*' time in another arduous attempt; no less than that of tak* 
" ing the measure of the earth, as he had already done that 
" of the heavens. This, indeed, had been done before by 
" different sets of learned men, both in Europe and America ; 
" some determining the quantity of a degree at the equator, 
" and others at the arctic circle : but it had not as yet been 
" decided, whetlier in the southern parallels of latitude the 
" same dimensions obtained as in the northern. His labors 
** were rewarded with the satisfaction he wished for, having 
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" determined a distance of 410814 feet from a place tailed 
*' Klip fonteyn to the Cape, by means of a base of S8802 feet 
** three times actually measured : whence he discovered a 
" new secret of nature, namely, that the radii of the parallels 
** in south latitude are not the same length as those of the 
" corresponding parallels in north latitude." 

If the observations of the Abb6 be correct, and I believe 
they have never been called in question, the result of them, 
giving a larger bulk to the southern hemisphere of the earth 
than to the northern, may, perhaps, be sufficiently satisfac- 
tory to account for the equipoise of the globe without hav- 
ing recourse to a soHtkem continent^ which many learned and 
ingenious gentlemen imagined to exist, in order to counter- 
balance the great quantity of mountainous land in high 
northern latitudes. 

The osen for relays having followed the wa^on alcme, 
ivitbout the Hottentot who had the charge of them, his com- 
panions began to grow uneasy about him. Having had a 
violent headach the preceding evening, occasioned by reple- 
tion, he had asked me for an emetic. At first he took three 
grains of tartarized antimony, which produced no effect. In 
the course of half an hour, I gave him three more without 
success. ■ The third time he swallowed a double dose, which 
answered the purpose. His companions concluded that he 
must have died on the road from the effect of the medicine, 
and were continually repeating in my hearing, that it was 
pity I had given him so much. Though perfectly at ease 
myself with respect to any harm that would come to the 
1 
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Hottentot, having bad former experience of the strength of 
thar stomachs, yet it was no easy matter to convince the "rest 
of it ; and his absence was also a very serious inconvenience. 
In the morning, however, he made his appearance. He had 
fallen asleep, it seemed, about the middle of the preceding 
day, and had not awaked till night. Though very dark, and 
unacquainted with a single step of our route, he had found 
us out by foHowing the tract of the waggon, a business in 
which a Hottentot is uncommonly clever. There is not ^n 
animal among the multitude which range the wilds of Africa, 
if he be at all acquainted with it, the print of whose feet he 
will not easily distinguish. And though the marks by which 
his judgment is directed are exceedingly nice, yet they are 
constant in animals in a state of nature, but domesticated 
animals are liable to many accidental variatitms. He will 
distinguish the wolf, for instance, from the domestic dog, by 
the largeness of the ball of the fool, and the comparatively 
smallness of the toes. The print of his companions' feet be 
will at any time single out among a thousand. The peasantry 
are also tolerably expert in tracing game by the marks of 
their feet ; it is, in fact, a part of their education. An 
African boor gains a sort of reputation by being clever op 
het spoor. This is the method by which, on moonlight nights, 
they hunt down the poor Bosjesmans. 

At the eastern extremity of the sandy plain, I was iot- 
tunate enough to procure fresh oxen, to enable me to pass 
the northern point of the Picquet berg, a clump of moun- 
tains probably so named from their position in front of the 
great chain. Grain, fruit, good tobacco, and a limited numr> 
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■ ber of cattle, are the prodoce of the farms at the feet of 
these mountaiDs. At one [^ace they were distilling an ardent 
spirit of no disagreeable flavor from water-melons, the largest 
which to my recollection I had ever seen. 

The deep sandy plains were succeeded by still deeper 
sandy hills, over which the waggon made but very slow pro- 
gress, the wheels sinking to the axes every moment. These 
hills, or rather mountains, of sand, extended near thirty miles 
beyond the point of the Picquet berg, before they attained 
their greatest elevation, where a very curious and grand spec- 
tacle presented itself. Along the summit, which was several 
miles in width» rose out of the coarse crystallized sand and 
fragments of sandstone, a multitude: of pyramidal columns, 
some of which were several hundred feet in diameter, and as 
many in height; these, viewed from a distance, had the re- 
gular appearance of works of art. The materials were also 
sandstone, bound together by veins of a firmer texture, con- 
taining a portion of iron. The cavernous appearance of these 
peaked columns, that had hitherto withstood, though not 
entirely escaped, the corroding tooth of time, and the vicissi- 
tudes of devouring weather, proclaimed their vast antiquity ; 
and the coarse sand in which their bases were buried, and the 
fragments of the same material that were scattered over the 
surface, and not yet crumbled away, were sufficiently demon- 
strative that these pyramids had once been united, making at 
that time one connected mountain, similar to the great 
Qortbern range. Out of the mouldered remains of these 
mountains had been formed the inferior hills of sand, while 
the finer particles, wafted by the winds and the toireats, have 
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rested on the plains that stretch along the sea coast. The 
united streamlets of water among these hills compose a sheet 
of considerable extent, called the Verlooren vallei/, or the For- 
lorn lake. It had some resemblance to the Knysna, near 
Plettenberg's bay, but was totally devoid of the appendages 
that beautify the latter. Instead of green knolls, skirted and 
capped by forest trees, the Forlorn lake was surrounded by 
barren mountains of sand, crowned with masses of naked rock. 
The margin of the lake, however, was belted with good 
ground, and seemed to be tolerably well inhabited. 

It was three long days' journeys before the hills of sand 
were left behind, and a new sort of country, still sandy, pre- 
sented itself along the banks of the Olifant, or Elephant's 
river,' which, like the Berg, is one of the few rivers in the 
colony that is never entirely dried up. It receives a constant 
supply from the numerous rills that descend from the great 
northern chain of mountains, along the feet of which it flows, 
fill their discontinuance in a connected range, between the 
thirty-first and thirty-second degree of latitude. Here they 
branch out into a number of rugged hills and detached 
masses, till at length they mingle with the Karroo plains. 
After the breaking up of the chain of mountains, the Ele- 
phant's river turns olf to the westward, and falls into the sea, 
in latitude 312° north. The mouth of this river is contracted, 
rocky, and shallow, and seldom safe to be entered by boats. 
Within, it is navigable near thirty miles up the country, 
which is, however, wild, and almost uninhabited, owing to 
the scarcity of fresh water. 
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On the banks of the river, near the place where we crossed 
it, were several very excellent farms. Rjce was here pro- 
duced of a large heavy grain, and white as snow. The mul- 
titude of birds attracted by it was said to require a number t£ 
people to guard it from them. The small Loxia Astrild is 
particularly troublesome. The immense flocks of this species 
of Grossbeak may in some degree be conceived, from the cir- 
cumstance of three-and-sixty having been shot at one disw 
charge of a small fowling-piece. 

On the twenty-first I attempted, with sixteen fresh oxen in 
the waggon, to cross the great chain of mountains ; which was 
effected in about eight hours. The passage had not been 
made at this place for a length of time by any waggon, yet as 
the usual circuitous road would have occasioned the loss of a 
whole day, I considered it as an object worth the trial. 

This part of the chain of mountains was exceedingly grand 
and lofty, and the road serpentizing through the narrow passes 
whose massy sides rose into lofty pinnacles, was dreadfully steep 
and rugged. On approaching the summit, the same kind of 
pyramidal remains made their appearance, in the midst of a 
surface of sand and fragments of rock. These peaks were, some 
of them, a thousand feet high, and of such vast bulk, that 
each might be considered as, a separate mountain. They 
form the very highest ridge of the great chain, but the extent 
of tlie summit which I had to cross miglit be considered at 
least five miles'in widtli. The grotesque manner in which the 
resisting fragments grew out of this surface, or rolling from 
the upper ridges, had tumbled on each other, forming natural 
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chambers, arches, colonnades, and Stonehenges, to the magni- 
tude of which, that on Salisbury Plain would appear but as a 
cottage by the side of that city's great cathedral ; all of these 
so wasted, and corroded, and cavernous, the skeletons only of 
what they once were, struck the mind with the same kind of 
melancholy awe, that the contemplation of the remains of an- 
cient grandeur generally inspires. Seated in the midst of 
these antique ruins, my mind was in vain busied in trying to 
form some estimation of the measure of time that had passed 
away in effecting the general depression of the mountain, and 
equally vain was it to attempt a calculation, in how many 
ages yet unborn, the stupendous masses, of at least a thou- 
sand feet high, of solid Tock, would dissolve, and " leave not 
" a rack behind/* 

I could be at no loss, however, to comprehend, whence 
proceeded the sandy plains that stretched along the western 
coast of this country, to a distance yet untravelled. This 
rauge of mountains alone, taken at two hundred miles in 
length, five miles in width, and the general depression at a 
hundred feet only, would have supplied materials to cover 
uniformly to the depth of three feet, a plain of thirty-three 
thousand square miles. A farther idea suggested itself, that 
all the sand of the sea shores probably owed its origin to the 
remains of worn-down mountains, scattered by the winds, and 
borne down by torrents into the " bosom of the deep," and 
thence thrown back upon its shores. This theory seems to be 
established by facts. In Africa the whole coast is sand, 
from the Cape of Good Hope to the Gulph of Benin, under 
the equinoxial line, an extent through which it is more than 
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probable, the stratified mouatains of sand-stone continue to 
run ; whilst, on the opposite continent} the rocky shore ex" 
tends from the line to the southernmost Cape, because the 
whole of the mountains there are composed of durabie 

granite. 

On approaching the upper part of the mountains, the wea- 
ther became suddenly boisterous, and to a perfect calm and 
mild atmosphere succeeded, in the course of a few hours, a 
violent hurricane that joared through the vaulted rocks, and a 
cold and piercing air. Yet in this elevated situation, a small 
spring of water had tempted a peasant to erect his cottage, 
around which was just as much ground as was sufficient to 
.afford a supply of bread to its possessor. Solitary and 
wretched as the hovel appeared to be, it was crowded with 
persons of both sexes, in the height of gaiety. Tlie owner of 
the place had just returned from the Cape, and had brought 
with him a supply of brandy, with which they were making 
merry. The poorest peasant, on his annual visit to the Cape, 
never fails to lay in, among other articles of purchase, a cask 
of sopie, and this has little rest day or night till it be ex- 
hausted. Friends and strangers are equally welcome to it as 
long as it will run. Among the present company were two 
men whom, from their coimtenances, I could perceive to be 
Europeans. They had been long enough in the country to 
forget their own language, but not to have learned that of the 
Dutch, so that in fact they scarcely had the means of making 
themselves inteltigible to any one. The one was an Irishman, 
the other English, and both were probably deserters from the 
army or the navy. The first had taken up the, profession of 
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a teater wyxer., or discoverer of water, and had shewn sagacity 
enough to establish a sort of reputation in the countrj. By 
speaking little, looking wise, and frequent application to the 
eye of a double convex lens, which happened to have an air- 
bubble within it, he had practised with great success on the 
credulity and ignorance of the Dutch farmers, and had ob- 
tained from them, by this and other means, a pair of horses, 
and several hundred rix-dollars of paper money. The lighting 
of their pipes at the sun by means of his glass, and the per- 
suasion that the air-bubble within it was a drop of water that 
possessed the sympathetic quality of always turning towards its 
kindred element, had such an irresistible effect on the rude 
minds of the African boors, that the Irishman, like a true 
quack, sooD learned to appreciate his consequence so highly, 
as never to pay a visit to any farmer, in order to examine 
the state of his water, without a previous fee. Observing me 
laugh at the credulity of the people gaping at his mounte- 
bank tricks, tie took occasion to speak to me apart, begging, 
for God's sake, I would not detect the imposture, as he was 
now in such good practice that be vas able to keep an assist- 
ant. Surprise ceases at the credulity of men born and edu- 
cated in the wilds of Africa, on reflecting to what extent the 
impostors of Europe have succeeded, in living upon the folly 
of those who have been weak enough to listen to them. 
Animal magnetism has raised many a quack to a state of 
grandeur, at the expence of credulity ; and the nonsense of 
the virgvia divinatorioy or divining rod, has still its vo- 
taries. 

There never perhaps was a set of men so void of resources 
in overcoming difficulties as the Dutch farmers of the Cape. 
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The inanity of their minds and the indolent Iiabit of 
their bodies are not even surmounted by self-interest. Their 
ignorance cannot be a matter of ^vonder, but we often find ia- 
Europe unlettered men possessed of great talents and ktge*- 
nuity. No printing-press has yet found its way to the- Cape 
of Good Hope, except a small one for cards or hand-bills. 
They contrive, indeed, to publish a sort of almanac, but that 
of the current year has somewhat su|&red in its rcputatioDy 
by having stated an eclipse of the nroon to faU on the day 
preceding the full, and to be invisible, when, unluckily for 
the almanac-maker, it liappened at its proper time,, visible-^ 
and nearly total. 

The (Jesccnt ta the eastern p^ain was several hundred feet 
fess than had been the ascent of the opposite face of tlie moun^. 
tain. Tlie country we» now rough and stony, bounded by 
a high ridge of wall-sided rock, from five hundred to a thou* 
sand feet in height. The summit was a broad bek, of that 
kind of surface formerly spoken of under the name of Karrooi 
A partial elevation stilV higli«r than this surface, is called the 
Bukkevcld's mountain, and resembles,, in its appearance and 
produce, the mountains of Sneawherg. In ascending the 
BokkeveUl, the south-east monsoon threatened a change. 
The wind having blown strong from that quartcF for three 
days, suddenly changed to the northward, and the contention 
-produced incessant peals of thunder the whole day, heavy 
rain, and the largest hailstones I ever saw. Some of them 
measured six'tenths of an inch in diameter ; and a peasant 
who lived on the highest part, asserted that they fell near his 
house as large as pullets' e^s. On the weather clearing up 
at night, the temperature of the air had decreased from 78° at 
uoon, to 40' of Fahrenheit's scale. 
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In the course of a very few days after the rain, the surface 
of the Bokkereld became one verdant carpet of herbaceous 
plants, embroidered by a multitude of the humble, yet beau- 
tiful, OxaUst some red, some white, and others yellow. Game 
of most kinds is very abundant in this district, particularly 
hares, bustards, and partridges, which we daily saw in thou- 
sands ; and they were so very tame, that we had no difficulty 
in procuring whatever quantity we wished for. 

The division of Onder or Lower Bokkeveldf being the re- 
motest in the colony on this side, and bordering on the coun- 
try inhabited by those Maroon Hottentots, called Bosjesraaus, 
it became necessary, in order to proceed to the northward, to 
^ake an addition to my people, not only as a protection 
9gainst the savages, but as guides over an uninhabited desert 
of the same nature as the great Karroo leading to Graaff Rey- 
net. LoiiWf the Veid Commandant, readily offered his services, 
but he was totally unacquainted with the desert that skirted 
his district. A Hottentot, however, was soon found, to whom ^ 
were known all the places where water was most likely to-be 
met with, and he was glad of the occasion to act as guide. 

Having procured a second waggon to carry the necessary 
provisions and grain for our horses, we set forward at an early 
hour in- the iiiorning, in order to arrive at the steep edge of 
the mountain before dark. From this precipice, which in 
many parts is not less than two thousand feet, the Karroo 
plains beneath appeared as a vast sea, and the hoiizon was 
interrupted only by a few distant hills, rising out of the dreary' 
u u 2 
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waste like so many islands. We descended the precipice 
where it was least steep, and having reached in safety the 
bottom, just before dark, we yoked fresh oxen into the wag- 
gons, and launched forth upon the desert. About midnight 
we halted upon the Thorn river, which unexpectedly ran in a 
considerable stream, but the water was salt as brine. A 
spring near the river called the Stink fonteyn, threw out water 
that was saline to the taste, and had a most disgusting fetid 
smell. The thunder storm and heavy rain, that for a whole 
day had continued on the Bokkeveld, had not extended tt> 
the Karroo. The surface was dry and dusty, as m the middle 
of summer, and the few shrubby plants that are peculiar to- 
this sort of country, generally of the succulent kind, were so 
parched and shrivelled, that vegetation seemed for a length of 
time to have been suspended. 

We were here visited by a party of Bosjesmans, headed by 
a captain or chief. This man was well known to the com- 
mandaot, having been of signal service to him in expeditions 
against his own countrymen, whose marauding way of life he 
had been prevailed upon to quit, with his whole horde, on 
promise of the pardon and protection of the government. It 
is now fifteen years since they had taken up their abode on 
the edge of the Karroo, where they had lived peaceably and 
industriously ever since. He said that, by making pro* 
per overtures to his countrymen, he had no doubt but many 
ikordes might be brought to live quietly in the service of the 
farmers, for that their distresses, in their present way of life^ 
were great and gnevous. 
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Early on the morning of the twenty-setfenth, with fresh 
teams of oxcd, we proceeded to cross the desert. The wind 
still continued at south-east, and tlie weather was remarkably 
warm for the season of the year, the thertnometev standing at 
59° at sun-rise, and at 80° in the middle of the day in the 
shade. The waggons raised a cloud of dust that was almost 
insupportable. Except one solitary ostrich, not a living crea- 
ture of any kind appeared the whole day. Having travelled 
near eight hours, our Hottentot guide pointed out a place un- 
der a small clump of naked hills, where water, he said, fre- 
quently lodged in the cavities of rocks. He called it the 
Lieuw hiyly or Lions' den. After a long search, a little water 
was discovered in a cavernous rock, fresh and sweet ; and with 
this we replenished our vessels. Under one of the ridges of 
bills was a channel covered with small pebbly sand, which ap- 
peared in several places' to have been scratched with hands 
in search of water ; and thousands of the impressions of the 
feet of various antelopes, quachas, and zebras, were marked 
(Ml the sand,, but none of lions, of which the name of the place 
seemed to imply it to hare been the resort. 

On the twenty.«ighth we entered a narrow pass among the 
hills that lay behind the lions' den, which hills arc considered 
as the commencement of the Namaaqua country. The sun* 
face continued to be broken into hill and dale, but both were 
destitute of plants, except indeed that along the stony sides 
of most of the hills were growing vast multitudes of a tree as 
unsightly as it was cufious. It was a species of the aloe, 
called by botanists the Dkhotomoy from the division and sub- 
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division of cacli branch into pairs. Each of these subdivi- 
sions is terminated by a tuft of leaves, and the whole forms 
a large hemispherical crown supf«>rted upon a tapering trunk, 
which is genej-ally of large diameter, but short in proportion 
to the vast circumference of the crown. This has been said 
sometimes to amount to many hundred feet. The largest I 
met with was about one hundred feet. It is called in the 
country the Kooker boomt or quiver tree, its pithy branches 
being employed by the Bosjesmans Hottentots as cases for 
their arrows. In some of the passes of the hills were thinly 
scattered several species of the geranium, among which was 
one, whose branches were armed with strong spines ; and also 
a tree Cotykdotiy all the individuals of which appeared old, and 
stunted not unlike the artificial dwarf trees invented and cul- 
tivated by the Chinese. 

Two mountain geese directed us by their flight to a spring 
of water, about twenty miles beyond the Lions' den. Though 
sttfiiciently copious for our present necessities, yet it was 
strongly impregnated with salt. At the distance of ten miles 
beyond this spot we arrived at the bed of the Hartebeest 
rit'er, which, from the very lofty mimosas that skirted its 
banks, and entirely buried it within their extended branches, 
promised a plentiful stream. It happened, however, at this 
time, to be perfectly dry. The experiment of digging was 
made in the bed of the river, and, at five feet under the 
pebbly and crystallized sand, the fragments apparently of 
decomposed granite, we discovered a stream of clear fresh 
water ; and from various experiments aftervards made in the 
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•andy beds of the rireTS of the Namaaqua coumtry, I am io- 
clined to think, that subterranean streants. of water pass un- 
der most of them in this part of Africa. 

Near tbis river was atnated a Kraal or horde of Namaaqua 
Hottentots. Their flocks of sheep, which were brought in 
. towards the evening, might perhaps amount to three thousand. 
They possessed also a few cattle, and a herd of small hand- 
some goats, that were spotted like the leopard. The sheep 
were totally dififerent from the breed usually met with m the 
colony. Instead of the short, broad, and curling talis of these, 
th<»e of the Namaaquas were long and round like the com- 
mon F^glish sheep. The rams had small straight horns. The 
covering was a sort of liair, short, strught, shining,, and spot- 
ted, and mostly bay and white. These,, in all probability, 
were the indigenous sheep of the country, the broad-tailed 
ones having been brought inta the colony fsom the northwacd. 
The assertion of Monsieur Vaillant is without any kind of 
foundation, when he says, that broad-tailed sheep trans- 
planted into the Namaaqua country lose that part of their 
character, and obtmn long round tails. There are Dutch pea^ 
sants who have lived in this country thirty years, yet have not 
a long-tailed sheep in their whole flock. I could not hold 
any conversation with these people through the means of my 
Hottentots, the language spoken by the one being perfectly 
unintelligible to the other ; uoc could they speak or under- 
stand a word of Dutch..' 

Ohc next encampment was at the house or hovel of a Dutch 
peasimt, situated at the entrancp of a narrow defile between 
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two ranges of mountains. The figure that presented itself at 
the door might truly be said to represent a being of a differ- 
ent country from that which we. bad left behind. It was a 
tall old man, with a thin sallow visage, and a beard of dingy 
black, which, extending to the eyes, where it met the stra^ling 
hair of tlie forehead, obscured the face like a visor. Never 
was a finer figure for the inhabitant of a black tower or en- 
chanted castle, in the page of a romance. Not accustomed 
to receive strangers, he seemed, on our arrival, to be some- 
what agitated. In one corner of the chimney of his hovel, 
which consisted of one apartment, sat an old Hottentot wo- 
man, over whose head had passed at least a century of years. 
To her natural sallow complexion was superadded no small 
quantity of soot, so that she was at least as black as her 
bearded master. A female slave next made her appearance, 
of a piece with the two former. The faggot presently crackled 
on the hearth ; a quarter of a sheep was laid on the coals to 
broil; and the repast was speedily served up on the lid of an 
old chest, for want of a table, and covered with a remnant of 
the same piece of cloth worn as a petticoat by the female 
slave, which, it seemed not unlikely, had also once been em- 
ployed in the same sort of service. 

It turned out in conversation, that the old gentleman had 
long resided in this sequestered spot far removed from all 
society ; without wife or child, relation or friend, or any hu- 
man being to converse with or confide in, except tlie old Hot- 
tentot and the slave, who were his only inmates, and a tribe 
of Hottentots living in straw huts without. With the ap- 
pearance of wretchedness and extreme poverty, he possessed 
2 
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Immense herds of sheep and cattle^ and had several large sums 
of money placed out at interest. He was literally what the 
world lias properly called a miser. Injustice, however, to the 
old man, he was one of the civillest creatures imaginable. On 
our return we were much indebted to him for the assistance of 
his cattle, which he very obligingly sent forward to fall in with 
our waggons on the midst of the Karroo desert. It is singu- 
lar enough^ that a brother and a sister of this man» both old, 
and both unmarried, should each have their habitations in se- 
parate and distant corners of these mountains, and live, like 
him, entirely in the society of Hottentots ; they are nearly re- 
lated to one of the richest men in the Cape. 

On the twenty-ninth we crossed a chain of mountains to th« 
west and, proceeding to the northward between it and another 
much higher, we came at night to the head of the defrte, where 
it was found impracticable for the waggons to make any far. 
ther progress. We therefore encamped near a clear and co- 
pious spring of water, called the Fleuris fonteyn. The moun- 
tains, withia the defiles of which we now were, are called in 
the Namaaqua language, the Kkamies, signifying the clustef 
or aggregate. That which headed the several passes, or where 
as a center they all terminate, is a very high peak, not less 
than four thousand feet above the plain, on the western side* 
where it sloped gently to the sea-shbre. These mountains, in 
their nature and composition;, differ from all others in the co- 
lony. Escept the high point just mentioned, they are neither 
peaked, nor tabular, nor stratified^ but are composed of 
large.rounded.masses of granite, a whole jnomitain sometimes 
consisting only of one naked rock. To two of this sort, from 
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their similarity to those remarkable stones already noticed un- 
der the names of the Pearl and the Diamond, but ten tiraes- 
their size, as a point of distinction in the chart, I gave the 
name of the Namaaqua Pearls. 

The loose fragments of stone on the sides of the Khamies- 
berg, whetliet detached pieces of granite, or greasy quartz, or 
flinty pebbles, bad almost invariably that side which lay next 
the ground, tinged of a blue or green color, but mostly of the 
latter. The veins that ran through the mountainous masses of 
granite were generaUy filled with semi-transparent quartz, 
among which were both- metallic crystallizations and arbori^ 
zations. In several places were curious flat rocks, colored 
red and yellow, which might be taken tip in such large flags, 
and were so easily cut with a knife^ that they had* obtained 
the name of plank-stose. In. the veins of this stone were alsci 
metallic plates of a pyramidal form, and a greenish color. Alk 
these appearances indicated the existence of abundance of 
copper in the Khamies berg. In. &ct, this is the commence- 
ment of what are called the Copper mountains, from the 
quantity of Malachite that is said to be strewed over their 
surface. In these mountains is also fouod, in large blocks, 
that species of stonie to which mineralogists in Europe have 
given the name of Prehnite. This stone possesses mostoPthe 
characters of Zeolite; hut having some others from which it dif- 
fisrs, it was considered asa hew species. Some specimens are 
extremely beautiful ; they are generally of an apple green 
ground marked with white, pale yieHow, or brown stripes, or 
spots. The only nse or oilHiment to which the Dutch apply 
it» ia that to which it is least suited, namely, the converting, it 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 339 

hito tobacco-pipes, as the heat soon destroys the colors ; and, 
if carried to redness, the form a!so ; for, like Zeolite, it pos- 
sesses the charact^ of intumescence by strong heat. It might 
be manufactured into vases, little inferior to the Derbyshire 
spar which, though much less esteemed than it deserves, be- 
cause too common, has certainly few rivals in the lapidary's 
workshop. 

We attempted to ascend the highest point of the Khamies 
berg on horseback, but before we had gained the general 
summit out of which it rises, we were buried in a thick mist, 
which shortly became heavy rain ; and the thermometer from 
51" at the bottom of the mountain, had descended to 34°. 
We took shelter in the solitary hovel of a Dutch peasant, that 
stood on the sloping summit of the mountain. Cold as it 
was, the man and his family had no other habitation than a 
hut made of rush matting, and fashioned after the manner of 
the Namaaquas, which will presently be noticed. Though 
rich as to the number of his sheep and cattle, he could have 
no other comfort in life, except, like the miser at the foot of 
the mountain, the gratification arising from knowing how 
much he was worth. Fearful ihat the \reather might become 
worse, and that from the encreasing cold the rain might be 
converted into snow, we thought it prudent to give up the at- 
tempt of proceeding higher, and to make the best of our way 
down. It frequently happens that the snow begins to fall on 
this mountain early in May. The inhabitants are then obliged 
to quit their elevated situation, and to establish themselves 
for the winter on the plains below. Neither the distance of 
the Khamies berg from the sea, which is only about fifteen 
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miles, nor its height, are sufficient to account for the early ap- 
proach of winter, and the deep snows that fall there. Perhaps 
as this point is the termination of the periodical winds, and 
the commencement of those almost inrariable breezes that 
blow between the tropics, and extend five <Hr six degrees be- 
yond them, called the trade winds, the freqoent squalls and 
commotion in the air occasioned at the point of meeting, may 
have a tendency to lower the temperature. To the northward 
of the Khamies berg, on the sandy plains of the Namaaqua 
country, it is said that rain never falls. Whatsoever clouds 
may be b<Mme from the sea, or formed in the/atmospherCj are 
immediately attracted to this cluster of mountains. 

In that part of the Namaaqua country, lying between the 
Khamies and the Groove, or Orange river, water is rarely met 
with, escept in the periodical streams that flow from the 
mountain under beds of sand, in which the natives, when 
such existed, used to dig deep wells, and cover them over to 
prevent evaporation. These plains are now desolate and un- 
inhabited. All those numerous tribes of Kamaaquas, once 
possessed of vast herds of cattle, are, in the course of less than 
a century, dwindled away to four hordes, which are not very 
nunoerous, and in a great measure are subservient to the 
Dutch peasantry, who dwell among them. The latter, who 
have seized upon the choicest part of their country, allow 
them to erect their huts in the neighbourhood of their farms, 
on conditionof their furnishing a certain number of people to 
protect their cattle against the attacks of Bosjesmans, or wild 
beasts of prey. A dozen years more, and probably a shorter 
period, will see the remains of the Namaaqua nation in a 
1 
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state of entire servitude. Such are the effectsof an encroach- 
ing peasantry, sanctioned by the low policy of a government 
that could descend to employ agents to effect the purchase of 
whole herd» of cattle for a cask of brandy. To this govern- 
ment was so little a concern of such great magnitude, that it 
authorized those agents, for the greater convenience of trans- 
porting tbejr brandy, to make an expensive road across a 
point of the Kbamies berg, which still bears the honorable 
name of the Company's road. The government having fixed 
■ no liroito to their colony, nor their subjects to their avarice, 
the latter found it still more convenient to settle themselves 
in the midst of the harmless Nsmaaquas, who considered 
theiti as the most acceptable neighbours in the world. For a 
bottle of bi*andy, which cost sixpence, they willingly exchanged 
an ox ; and such is still the infatuation of this people for the 
noxious liquor, that they will even now exchange a sheep for 
the same quantity of it. 

How great soever may have been the avaiicious designs of 
the first settlers of the Khamies berg, and the degree of blame 
imputable both to them and the government, it is but justice 
to remark, that the present inhabitants have much the ap- 
pearance of being a harmless and honest set of people. Those 
heroes in infamy, whose characters, as drawn in the page of 
the French traveller before alluded to, seem not to be in the 
smallest degree overcharged, have m<»t of them met the fate 
they so well desei-ved. Yinaary and Bemfty, the Bastaards 
Piet and KlaaSi and many others of the same stamp, have 
murdered one another, or have fallen by the hands of their 
own Hottentots. 
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Though the Namaaqua Hottentots vary but little in 
physical character firom the other tribes of this nation, their 
language is widely different. It is obviously, however, of the 
-same nature, and abounds with t4ie clappiug of the tongue 
peculiar to the Hottentot. They are of a taller stature in 
general than the eastern tribes, and less robust Some of the 
women were elegant figures, and possessed a considerable 
■share of vivacity and activity ; and they had the same con- 
formation of certain parts of the body as the Bosjesmaus 
women, and other Hottentots ; in a less degree, however, than ■ 
is usual in the former, but more remarkable than in those of 
the latter. Like the Hottentot women of the East, the most 
ornamental part of their dress was the little square leather 
apron, to which, in addition to the border of shells oj beads, 
were appended six or eight chains, in pairs, whose points 
dragged on the ground ; the upper part of each chain was 
copper, the lower of polished iron. They are supplied to them 
by the Damarast a tribe of jieople to the northward, which 
wiH shortly be noticed. 

The huts of the Namaaquas differ very materially from 
those erected by the Hottentots of the colony, or by the Bos- 
jesmans, or by the Kaffers. They are perfect hemispheres, 
covered with matting made of sedges ; and the frame-work, 
or skeletons, are semicircular sticks, half of them diminishing 
from the centre or upper part, and the other half crossing 
these at right angles ; forming thus a true representation of 
the parallels of latitude and meridians on an artificial globe. 
They are in general from ten to twdve feet in diameter ; and 
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10 commodious, that many of the peasantry of the Khamiea 
berg have been induced to adopt them. 

These people, like the Kaffers, pay the greatest attention 
to their cattle ; and^ after the manner of that nation, they 
give to the horns of their oxen artificial directions, confining 
the shape generally to the spiral line, something like the 
Koodoo antelope. Those of the Kbamies berg, in the pos- 
session both of Dutch and Hottentots, are large boney cattle^ 
not in the least degree inferior to those of Sneuwberg. The 
people too in their persons are equally robust with those of 
Graaff Reynet. An old Namaaqua Hottentot woman is a 
figure that the most serious could not behold without laugh- 
ter, and an old Dutch woman of this part of the country 
without pity, the first being remarkable for the prominences 
of the body, the latter from its want of points and uninter- 
rupted rotundity. The breasts of the former are disgustingly 
large and pendant ; the usual way of giving suck, when the 
child is carried on the back, is by throwing the breast ovec 
the slioulder. In this formation of their persons, they agree 
with the Latin Satirist's description of Ethiopian women on 
the borders of Egypt : 

** In Meioc crasso majotcm infsnte nammanu" 

In the women of ancient Egypt, enormous protuberances' 
of the body were very common, and have, been attempted ta 
be accounted for» by various authors,, from a variety of causes. 
Though one of these causes may probably exist in the im- 
purities of the water, yet the essential difference in the effect 
produced on a Hottentot and Dutch woman^ clearly shews 
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that different predispositions are inherent in the different 
varieties of the species. 

It should seem, howerer, that some principle does exist in 
these highly elevated situations of Southern Africa, which 
sheds its influence on the animal, and even on the vegetable 
part of the creation. The withered stem of a liliaceous plant, 
apparently the same as that found on tbe'banks of the Orange 
river, was seven feet long, and crowned with an umbel of more 
than fifty flowrets, each having a peduncle or foot-stalk of 
eighteen inches in length, making the diameter of the umbel 
to exceed that of three feet. The bulb, of which I could but 
conveniently carry a few, was as large as the human head. 
Of this enormous lily the people gave an account, not unlike 
that of the fictitious Upas of Java, rendered famous by a re- 
lation of it inserted in the notes to Doctor Darwin's fanciful, 
yet classic, poem of the Botanic Garden. They say, with re- 
gard to the lily, that the juice of its bulb is a strong poison; 
that the leaves occasion sudden death to the cattle which may 
chance to eat them ; and that if small birds should happen 
to perch on its blossoms, they instantly roll off lifeless to the 
ground. A few of the bulbs of this specious plant arrived 
5afe in England, where liiey have blosscMoed as freely as in 
their native soil. Another species of aniaryllis, called by 
botanists the dhiicha^ common on all the mountainous parts 
of the <K)lony, was now on the Khamies befg throwing out 
its long broad leaves in opposite pairs, forming the shape of 
' ^ fan. £oth the bulb, and the leaves of this plant, have been 
ascertained to be, without any preparation, most virulent 
{loisons, that act On the aniniBl system, whether-taken into 
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it by the stomach or the blood. The farmers pull up the 
root and leaves wherever they 6nd them growing. It was 
said that the juice of this bulb, mixed up with the mangled 
body of a certain species of spider, furnishes the Bosjesmans 
witli poison for their arrows, more deadly than any other 
they are acquainted with. This spider should seem to be 
peculiar to the western coast of the country, at least I never 
met with, nor heard of it, on the other side. Its body, with 
the legs, which are short, is three inches in diameter, the 
former black and hairy, the latter faintly spotted ; the beak 
red. It lives under ground, constructing over its hole a cover 
composed of the filaments spun from its entrails, and earth 
or dung. This cover is made to turn on a joint. When the 
animal is watching for its prey, it sits with tlie lid half open, 
ready to sally out upon such insects as serve it for food. 
On the approach of danger it closes the cover, and in a 
short time cautiously opens it again to see if the enemy has 
retreated. 

The Namaaqua Hottentots seem well acquainted with 
poisonous substances, though tliey now make use of none. 
The bow and arrow, their ancient weapons, are become use- 
less. The country they now inhabit is almost eatirely de- 
serted by all kinds of beasts that live in a state of nature, and 
the dread of Bosjesmans prevents them from ranging far over 
the country in quest of game. Formerly, however, the kloofs 
of the Khamies berg abounded with elands and hartebeests, 
gemsboks, quachas, and zebras, and were not a little for- 
midable on account of the number of beasts of prey that re- 
sented thither. A few days before our arrival at the foot of 
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the mountain, a Hon had occasioned some little stir in the 
country, which had not yet entirely subsided. A Hottentot 
belonging to one of the farmers had endeavoured for some 
time, in vain, to drive his master's cattle into a pool of water 
enclosed between two ridges of rock, when at length he 
espied a huge lion couching in the midst of the pool ; terri- 
fied at the unexpected sight of a monster, whose eyes seemed 
to be fixed upon him, he instan'tly took to his heels, leaving 
the cattle to shift for themselves. In doing this he had the 
presence of mind to break through the herd, concluding that, 
if the lion should pursue, he might content himself with the 
first beast that came in his way. In this, however, he was 
mistaken. The lion rushed through the herd, making di- 
rectly after the Hottentot, who, on turning round, and per- 
' ceiving that the monster had singled him out for a meal, 
breathless and half dead with terror, scrambled up the stem 
of one of the tree Aloes, in the trunk of which bad luckily 
been cut out a few steps, the more readily to come at some 
birds' nests that its branches supported. At the same mo- 
jnent the lion made a spring at him, but, missing his aim, 
fell upon the ground. In surly s^ence he walked round the 
tree, casting every now and then a dreadful look towards the 
poor Hottentot, who had crept behind the finches' nests that 
happened to have been constructed in the tree. 

There is in this part of Africa a small bird of the Loxia 
genu9, which lives in a state uf society with the rest of its 
species, in the same manner as the locust-eating thrush men- 
tioned in the account of a former journey. Like this bird, the 
finches also construct a whole republic of nests in one clutap 
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and under one cover. Each nest, however, has a separate 
entrance on the under side, and has no communication with 
its neighbour from within. Sometimes one of these clomps 
of nests will extend a space of ten feet in diameter, and con- 
tain a population of several hundred individuals. The aloe 
dichotoma, being the only plant met with on the hills of this 
country approaching to the size of a tree, except the mimosa, 
which grows only on the borders of periodical rivers, is gea&n 
rally the resort of these gregarious bifds, where they construct 
their temporary dwellings, when nature calls upon them to 
fulfil the end of their creation. 

It was on one of these edifices that the Hottentot screened 
himself from the sight of the lion. Having remained silent 
and motionless for a length of time, he ventured to peep over 
the side of the nest, hoping that tlie lion had taken his de* 
parture ; when, to his great terror and astonishment, his eyes 
met those of the animal, to use his own expression, " flashing 
" fire at him." In short, the lion laid himself down at the 
foot of the tree, and stirred not from the place for four-and- 
twenty hours. He then returned to the spring to quench.-his 
thirst, and, in the mean time, the Hottentot descended the 
tree, and scampered to his home, which was not more than 
a mile distant, as fast as his feet could carry him. The per- 
severance of the lion was such, that it appeared afterwards 
be had returned to the tree, and from thence had hunted 
the Hottentot by the scent within three hundred paces of 
tiie house. 

Y Y 2 
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It seemfi to be a &ct well established,, that the lion prefers 
the flesli of a Hottentot to that pf any other creature. He 
has frequently beeu singled out from a party oif Dutcb. The 
latter being disguised in clothing* and the former goijig gene-- 
rally naked, may perhaps account for it. The horse, next 
to the Hottentot, seems to be his favorite food ; but oa tho 
sheep, perhaps op account of bu woolly covering, which he 
is too indolent to uncase, he seldom deigns to fix his paw. 

Prom the Cape to the Khamies berg, very little occurs in 
the animal kingdom to interest the natural historian, espe- 
cially one who may have made a previous journey to the 
eastward, where almost the whole tribe of quadrupeds pe- 
culiar to Southern Africa may be met with. In a Namaaqua 
hut I observed the skin of a jackal, with a black bushy tail, 
that seemed to be different from any I had seen on the other 
sid^ of the continent. It was covered with thick fur. The 
dogs of the Namaaquas were of the same sort as those of the 
Bosjesmans ; and it was here observed of them, that their 
taifai, contrary to the description of Linnasus, given as the 
specific character to the domestic dog, were almost in- 
vari{U>lj recurved on the right side. 

In our descent of the mountain, we were driven to seek 
shelter from the violence of the rain in a mixed horde of 
Ba&taards and Namaaquas. The chief was of the former 
description. In bis younger days he had been a great lover 
of the chace, and his matted hut within still displayed a 
variety of the skins of animals that had fallen before hi& 
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piece. He boasted tbat, in one excursion, be bad killed 
seven camclopardaleB ajid three white rhinosceroses. 1'he 
latter is not uncommon on the skirts of the colony behind the 
Hantam mountain, and seems to be a variety only of the 
African t^ro-horned rbiaosceros. It differs from it in color, 
which is a pale camatioo, in size, which is considerably 
larger, and in the thinness of its skin ; all of which may per- 
haps be the effects of age. Of the figure and character of 
the common two-horned Hiinosceros of Africa, which is alto- 
getlier difierent from tliat of India, covered with its hide of 
mail, I have not seen any just representation, except in the 
drawings of Mr. Daniel ; nor is any mention made of that 
species, or variety of a species, which, in a journey to the 
Booshuanas, this gentleman, since the present sketches were 
first published, met with sufficiently common, and of which 
the annexed print may be considered as an accurate repre- 
sentation. From what I could collect, by comparing the 
two descriptions, it is the same animal as that which our old 
sportsman called the white rhinosceros. The skin of all the 
two-homed species of Africa is comparatively smooth, having 
none of those folds which in the Indian species are so remark- 
able. The head is of a singular form and construction. 
It is strictly a pjvG' Kipov, a nose-horn : these excrescences 
growing directly upon the nose. The eyes also may be said 
to be placed in this organ, being immediately under the root 
of the larger horn ; and they are so minute that one would 
be apt to conclude they could not be of much use to so 
large an animal. But nature, always provident, has remedied 
this apparent inconvenience by placing them in projecting 
sockets, in which they turn in all directions like those of the 
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little cameleoii. Had the eye been placed in the usual part 
of the face, just below the forehead, which is very large, the 
visual rays would have embraced only about 180 degrees, or 
half of the horizon ; whereas, in their present position, they 
have a much greater range, the creature being able, I should 
suppose, without moving its bead, to sweep a portion of the 
horizon equal to at least 260 degrees. 

The people composing this little society seemed to live 
very happily together. They had horses, and cattle, and 
sheep, and gardens of no inconsiderable extent, well stocked 
with pumpkins, onions, and tobacco. 

We met also, at this kraal, one of the nation above men- 
tioned under the name of Damaras. From bis appearance I 
took him to be a KaSer, and he was unquestionably of that 
race of people. He represented the Damaras as a very poor 
tribe ; that their country along the sea-coast produced no- 
thing for the support of cattle; and that their whole exist- 
ence depended on exchanging copper rings and beads, which 
they themselves manufactured, with the Briquas to the east, 
and the Namaaquas to the south. From the Orange river 
to the Tropic, under which these people live, runs a chain of 
mountains, which, from the various accounts of travellers, are 
so abundant in copper ore, that it is every where found upon 
the surface. From this ore, it seems, the Damaras are in 
possession of the art of extracting the pure metal. This 
man's account of the process of smelting the ore was as satis- 
factory as simple. They make a kind of charcoal from the 
wood of a certain mimosa, of which he gave me a large beaOf 
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by smothering it when burning clear, with sand. They break 
the ore into small pieces. Thus prepared, they lay the ma- 
terials in alternate strata, within a small enclosure of stones, 
on a clayey bottom. They set fire to the charcoal, and blow- 
it with several bellows, each made from the skin of a gems- 
bok converted into a sack, with the horn of the same animal 
fixed to one end for the pipe. This is all that is necessary 
to procure the metal from the sort of ore they make use of;, 
being that species called by mineralogists vitreous copper ore. 
It is in fact mineralized with sulphur, which a moderate heat- 
will dissipate, and leave the copper in its pure metallic state.. 
Such kind of ore is even more fusible than pure copper. The 
metal thus obtained is then manufactured into chains, rings, 
and bracelets, by means of two pieces of stone that serve as a 
hammer and anvil, and the workmanship would be no disgrace 
to an artizan furnished with much better tools. The links of 
the chains, however, are all open, as well as the rings, which, 
shew that they have not yet discovered the art of soldering, 
or joining together pieces of the same metal by the inter- 
position of a second, or a composition of a sofler nature than 
those to be united. 

As a nation of artists, and acquainted with metallurgy, 
they are, from all accounts, the poorest on the face of the 
earth. They keep no kind of cattle. Their country, in fact, 
is 80 totally barren and sandy, that no cattle could exist 
upon it. Though the Damaras are obviously the same raco 
of people as the Kafiers, and these, as has in a former chap- 
ter been conjectured, of Arabic origin, yet there is no ne- 
cessity of tracing them back to a more refined nation, in order 
1 
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to account from irhence diey might bare obtained the art of 
reducing copper ore into a metallic state. The accidental 
discovery is full as likely to have happened, as the Fbenician 
story of the invention of glass related by Plmy. 

The three tribes of Kaffers above-mentioned have each a 
different language, though they are all of the same nattnne, 
and have evidently been derived from the same source. This 
■must be the case among every people who irant a written 
character, especially when they become divided into tribes, 
and cease to communicate witK each other. The different 
families of Hottentots all speak a different language, which, 
however, is very obviously perceived to have been derived 
irom one common origin. 

Having dried our clothes, we took leave of the kraal, and 
'CcMitinued our descent of the mountain. It was night before 
we gained the plain, whcare we once more enjoyed a clear sky 
jmd a brilliant moon. The fallowing morning the theripo- 
meter was down to the freezing point, and the whole surface 
■of the countiy was covered with a hoar frost. 

From this place we made the best of our way to the Bokke- 
fteld, returning nearly by the same route that had brought us 
to it. At the edge of the desert the Bosjesmans' captain paid 
us a second visit, with the people of his kraal, and a whole 
-string of Namaaqua* Hottentots, generally women, whose 
husbands -md -children were in the service of the Dutch 
farmers. One of these appeared to be the oldest woman I 
^lad ever bebeld. Much more than a century of years had 
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certainly passed ovei* her head. She produced her eldest daugh-^ 
ter, who headed five generations. On being asked whether 
her memory could carry her back to the time when the 
Christians first cadie among Uiem P she replied, with a shake 
of the head, that she had very strong reasons to remember it, 
for that before she had ever heard of the Christians, she knew 
not the want of a bellyful, whereas it was now a difiicult 
matter to get a mouthful. The condition of the whole horde 
certainly appeared to be very deplorable ; but I feel a hap- 
piness in adding, that, by means of this captain and two or 
three well-disposed farmers, several hordes of the outcast 
Bosjesmans have since been brought in, and obtained by 
public subscription a considerable qtiantity of sheep and 
horned cattle, of which, it is to be hoped, they will speedily 
see the advantage of increasing the numbers. 

On the morning of the fifth of- May, after dropping the 
commandant at his own house, I proceeded inland to the 
eastward, and, passing over a rough stony country, reached 
in two days the foot of the Hantam mountain. The in- 
habitants at this time were in a state of alarm, on account of 
the Bosjesmans. A party of these people had carried ofiT, 
into the kloofs of the mountdn, several sheep and oxen, after 
severely wounding two Hottentots with poisoned arrows, one 
tlirough the upper part of the arm, and the other in the ankle 
joint. The former seemed likely to do well, but the latter 
was in a very dangerous way. The point of the arrow had 
broken off and stuck in the bone. The leg was t^vollen as 
high as the knee, and gangrene appeared to have commenced 
round the wound. The people not knowmg in what manner 

VOL. I. z z 
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to treftt it, I directed tbem to apply poultices of bread,, 
onions, and oil, and to wash the wound well with a solutioa 
of ammonia prtepartttot and to give him plenty of vine|^r to 
drink. At the end of four days, which it took me in round- 
ing the mountain, tbe patient was no worse, but the wound» 
on tbe contrary, seemed to put on iavorable appearances ; 
the other was nearly welL 

The Bosjesmans have been generaUy represented as a 
people ao savage and blood-thirsty in their nature, Uiat Uiey 
never spare the life of any living creature which may &11 into 
their hands. To their own countrymen, who have been tak^i 
prisoners by, and continued to Hve with, the Dutch &rmen, 
they have certainly shewn instances of the most atroeions 
cruelty. These pofur wretdies, if retaken by their country- 
men, seld(Hn escape being put to the most excruciating tor- 
tures. The pvty above-mentioned, having ialien ia with a 
Hottentot at some distance &om any habiUtun, set him up 
to tbe neck in a deep trench, aikd wedged him in so last with 
stones and earth that he was incapable of moving. In this 
situatim he remained a whole night, and the gneater part of 
the followiog day ; what, luckiiy, some of his coaspaDioos 
passed tbe place and rdeased him. The poor fellow stated 
that be had been under the necessity of keeping his eyes and 
mouth in pvpetual nu>tioa the whole day» to prevent 4te 
crows irom devouring him. 

The habitations that compose the diviaon of the HMitani, 
lie sc^Atred round the ^t c^ that moimtun. Tbe fece of 
the country is similar to that of the Sneuwbeig, and the l»«ed 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 355 

of cattle Bnd of sheep are equally good ; the horses in gene* 
ral much better, but they are subject to the same endemic 
disease that prevails in lutist parts of Graaff Reynet. It is 
here, however, very partial, for while it rages at the foot of 
the mountains, there is not the smallest danger on the flat 
sommit, on which acconut this part of Uie mountain is 
apfMTopriated to the public use, each inhabitant having the 
|M-ivilege of sending thither eight horses during the sickly 



As in theSneuwberg, they are here also very much tuiested 
with locusts. One troop of these insects, io their last stage 
of exist^ice, passed on the wing along the eastern side of the 
mountaio» when we were encamped ibere. For several hours 
they continued to hover in the air as they passed along, at 
Buch a height as not to be individually distinguished ; but 
their ioimense numbers formed a kind of fleecy cloud, that 
completely took off the radiated beans of the sun^ and made 
it appear as when seen through a mist. Like a thin cloud, 
also, they cast a confused shadow on the ground* In the 
Bokkeveld aad the Khamies berg, for the two last years, 
these insects have been particularly troublesome. After re- 
peated experiments to get rid of them, they at last hit upcm 
one that at least saved their com. This they effected by 
making fires of sour acrid plants, by the smoke of which they 
were driven away ; having, however, repeatedly extinguished 
the fires by the myriads that flew into them. 

Leaving the Hantam, and proceeding south-«asterIy, I 
ascended the heights of Roggeveld, that are separated only 
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from the former by a narrov chasm or opening. These 
heights are so called from a species of rje-grass that is found 
very plentifully in most of the hollows, and on which the 
cattle, during the summer season, in a great degree subsist. 
In some places the Roggeveld presents to the next lower 
terrace, which is the Bokkeveld and Karroo plains, perpendi- 
cular faces of stone from two to four thousand feet in height. 
Yet from this great elevation, on the eastern side» the descent 
is scarcely perceptible. The Fish river, whose coarse is 
easterly, and which rises on the very summit of the mountain, 
scarcely has any current, but is a series of deep holes con- 
nected by periodical streamlets. The great inequality of the 
summit of the Roggeveld gives it the appearance of a chain 
of mountains rising out of the general surface of a mountain. 
Of these the Kom, or Cup mountain, is the highest. Accord- 
ing to the information of a neighbouring peasant, who as- 
sisted Colonel Gordon in determining its altitude, it is fifteen 
hundred feet higher than the Table mountain, or five thousand 
feet above the Karroo plains. For several months in the 
year the Ro^eveld is entirely under snow ; the inhabitants 
are then obliged to descend upon the Karroo with all their 
cattle, where, in temporary dwellings of rushes or straw, 
they remain till the spring. This division of Stellenbosch is 
considered to produce the best breed of horses ia the whole 
colony. 

The country to the eastward of the Roggeveld is inhabited 

by difierent hordes of Bosjesmaus. One of these, called the 

Korana$t dwelling on the right bank of the Orange river, 

directly east^rom the Roggeveld* is represented as a yery 

1 
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foimklable tribe of people. The few that I had an oppor-. 
lunity of seeing were strong lusty men, apparently of the 
same tribe as the Namaaquas. They are considered as being 
more cniela and at the same time more daring than any other 
tribie of this nation. ' They possess a few sheep and cattle, 
but have the same wandering inclination, and the same pro- 
pensity to.tbe chace and to plunder, with the other Bosjes- 
mans. The Briequa Kafiers, who inhabit the country close 
behind them, are very considerable sufferers from such daring 
neighbours. Of these people, the Koranas not only carry 
off large herds of cattle, but they also seize and make slaves 
of tlieir children, some of whom have been brought into the 
colony, and purchased by the farmers in exchange for cattle. 
The Briequas, with their hassagais, have little chance of 
standing against poisoned arrows. The shields too of the 
Koranas are enormously large, and so thick that the bassagai 
cannot penetrate them. I saw one made from the bide of 
an eland, that measured six feet by four. These people 
make regular attacks, in large parties of four or five hundred. 
Though very good friends among each other while poor, 
from the momerit they have obtained by plunder a quantity 
of cattle, they begin to quarrel about the division of the 
spoil ; and they are said to carry this sometimes to such an 
excess, that they continue the 6ght and massacre till, like the 
soldiers of Cadmus, very few remain in the field, 

* -^— luoqoe 
** Mute cadnnt >ubid per motua Tulneia Satttt." 

The miserably bad roads, the nakedness of the country, 
and the very few animals that are found in a state of nature. 
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upon the Roggereld mountain, make it a dimpemble, on* 
interesting, and tedious route for one who travels with no 
other view than that of gratifying ooriosity. Crows, kites, and 
vultures, are almost the only kinds of birds that aFe met witlk 
Of the last, I broke the wing of oae of that speeies called 
by Ornithologists theCondor, of an-amaaingly large size. The 
spread of its wings was ten feet «nd one inch. It hept 
three dogs for »ome time completely at tay, and having 
at length seized one of them with its claws, and torn away a 
large piece of flesh frotii its thigh, they all iiiiraediately re- 
treated. 

Having proceeded for tw«9ve days along the Mtnlnrt of the 
Boggeveld, till I fell in nearly with the track that bad carried 
me on a former journey to Oraaff Keynet, I descended to the 
Karroo plains, which, in this part, employed me three days 
in crossing. These plains are every where of tlie same na- 
ture, presenting to the traveller *' a scene of dreadful uni- 
*• fonnity ; where a barren level is bounded only by the 
« horizon; where no change of prospect, or variety of images, 
*' relieves the traveller from a sense of toil and danger; 
'" of whirlwinds, which, in a moment, may bury him in the 
•' sand; and of thirst, which the wealthy have given half 
■•* their possessions to allay." 

Bordering these arid plains, on the west side, are several 
clumps of high mountains, endlosing meadows and vallies, 
covered with good grass, that are also called the Bokkeveld, 
but distingvrished from the other by the names of Little 
B«kkev6ld and Cold Bokkeveld. These are ramifications of 
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the Great Chain mentioned in the former part of this chapter; 
and the valUes and meadows within them appear to have 
been the beds of lakes, in which there still remains a number 
of springs and swamps, that never fail to furnish a copious 
supply of water in the very driest seasons. The ground is 
productive of good grass, and yields abundant harvests. The 
cold in vinter obliges the inhabitants to drive their cattle 
Upon the Karroo plains, but not to quit their houses, as is 
the case with those of the Roggeveld. 

On the twenty-sevaith of May I repassed the great chain 
of mountains,, through a ravine called the Eland's kloof. 
Here once more I had an opportunity of contemplating the 
venerable ruins that lay scattered around, strongly dis- 
playing the havoc of old Time. The road over this part 
of the mountains was much better than I had any reason 
to expect from the representations of the peasantry. In- 
deed at this time it was by much the best of the four 
passes tjirough wfaieh I had now crossed this great range- 
of mountains. 

1^ Oli^t's river runs along the feet of the great chain on- 
the west side, and is hemmed in between it and a parallel 
range of high hills, called the Kardotew. From one of these 
issues A ^ntiful spring of chalybeate water, of the tem- 
perature of 108*" of Fahrenheit's thermometer. The Dutch 
gOTeinment caused a house to be erected at this place for the 
accommodation of such as might be inclined to use the waters, 
but, like all the public buildings of the colony, it has been 
suffered to go* out <^ repair. 
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On the west side of the Kardouw lies the division of the 
Four-and-twenty Rivers, extending from thence to the banks 
of the Berg river. This part of the country to the sea-shore, 
including Zwartland, consists of a flat extended plain, very 
fertile in com, grass, and fruits, and being well watered, is 
more populous than most parts of the colony. With a pro- 
per degree of labor and management in the culture of the 
land, by plantations and inclosures for shelter, warmth, and 
moisture, that part of the colony alone, which lies within the 
great range of mountains, would be fully suflacient to supply 
with all the necessaries of life the town and garrison of the 
Cape, and all the shipping that will probably, ever frequent 
its ports. 

Crossing the Berg river, I entered Zwartland, where, in 
consequence of a shower of rain, the inhabitants were busily 
employed in ploughing the ^und, which tbe long drought 
this year had hitherto prevented them from entering. In this 
division there is no scarcity of water in springs or wells, but 
it is universally, and so strongly, impregnated with salt, as 
not only to be disagreeable, but almost impossible to be 
taken by those who have not been long accustomed to it. 
By such it is preferred to the purest water.; this being ac- 
counted insipid and tasteless. Anoldjnan iq the Bokk&* 
vel4, who,. from his in&ncy till,a few years past, had lived in 
Zwartland, never missed an opportunity of sending thither a 
few bottles to be filled with tbe briny water for his own pai^ 
ticular use ; the pure stream of the mountain, .as he asserted, 
not 'being able to quench his thirst. Similar instances of 
habit, or of fancy, appear in anqient history. Some of tha 
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{HiDcesses of the Ptolemy family would drink no other water 
but that of the Nile, though it is sometimes so strongly im- 
pregnated with nitrous and other salts, as to possess a pur- 
gative quality ; and superstition directed the same water to 
be carried irom Egypt into Syria and Greece, for the sole 
purpose of s^okling io Uie temple of I«s. 

IjEa.viag Zwartlandv and its saline springs to. those who 
could relish them, Z directed my route across the Tiger berg, 
to the Cape, where I arrived on the second of June, without 
having experienced any of those inconveniencies which- the- 
reason of the year seemed to threaten.. 



3a 
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CHAP. VL 



■M'uceUaimut Obtervatioru, made m a mtkdry Expedition tt the Kaj^ 
Frontier, intended chiefly t9 thew the Character and Disposition of the 
■Bttort. 

X-EOM the moment that the departure of the Earl of Ma- 
cartoej for England was made Inown In the distant parts of 
the colony, the ignorant and misguided boors, excited ty "ftat 
.party of mischievous, and not less ignorant, persons in Cape 
Town, who had long shewn their hatred to good order, seemed 
>to think that with his Lordship had -departed all authority 
^ud the means of bringing them to legal punishment Their 
restless and turbulent minds and, above all, their avaricious 
vand iniquitous views upon the harmless Kafiers, could no 
-longer brook restraint ; and they determined, at a select 
'meeting, as one of them observed in a letter to his friend at 
the Cape, " Now that the old Lord was gone away, to prove 
•** themselves true patriots." 

The first act of theu* patriotic spirit was an attempt to take 
-lay violence, out of the hands of justice, a criminal whom the 
Landrost, or chief magistrate of the district, had forwarded, 
under the escort of a dragoon, towards the Cape. His crime, 
which was an act of forgery on orphan property committed to 
the care of a constituted board in theCape called the PTees- 
kammer^ or cliamber for managing the effects of minors and 
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and orpfaans,- liad been faUy proved against him before- the 
provincial court of judicature ; but belngone of the patriotic 
party, and a very distinguished character lo all the' disturb- 
ance^ that had taken place in this district, he was considered 
as too valuable a subject to be taken ofifby a regular course 
of justice. Accordingly, about fourteen boors, each armed 
with an enormous musquet used for lalling elephants and 
other wild beasts, were dispatched upon the Karroo, or great 
desert, on the meritorious enterprise of restoring the culprk 
to the society of which he was a member. The dragoon^ 
however, into whose custody he had been committed, thought 
proper to demur, and told tbem, in a very resolute and spirited 
manner, that sooner than surrender him into their hands, or 
sufifer him to be taken out of his, he should certainly blow out 
bis brains. But the Landrost's secretary, who had also been 
sent in joint charge of the prisoner, no less frightened than the 
boors were at the determined manner of the dragoon, pre*> 
vailed upon the latter, if not to relinquish the criminal, at 
least to suffer him to be conveyed back to the drosdy, and de- 
livered up to the Zjandrost; tx> this he reluctantly assented ; 
Ae courageous boors keeping at a proper distaoce from the 
waggon. 

Having, however, proceeded thus far, without displaying 
any extraordinary exploits of patriotism, the shame of their 
failure seemed to require that they should go a step farther. 
With the assistance of a schoolmaster, whom they found na 
difficulty in persuading to be of their party, they issued circu- 
lar letters to their brotiier boors, entreating such as they knew 
to be well disposed to act with them, and commanding, in a 
3a2 
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menacing tone, ttdien whose; co-operation was doubtful, to 
assemble in arms without delay. Their first movemeht was 
to station themselves Bear the ford of the Sunday River, jolt 
at the entrance of the rillags ; and td send from thence to the 
Landrost a threatening message, that, unless he would comply 
with all the demands ihcy were abQut to make; they should, 
in the first fdace seine upon his person, and either hang hiia 
before bis own door, or deliver him over to some of the boors 
against whom be had, on a former occasion, been the instru^ 
.ment of obtaining a decree of, outlawry, and who were now 
living with the Ka&rs. The Landrost, by means of a few 
dragoons who luckily happened at this time to be stationed at 
the drosdy^ for the purpose of forwarding dispatches through 
the country, was not only enabled to hold this undisciplined 
>rabble, though teo times the number of bis forces, at defiance, 
but also seci'etly to convey to the government at the Cape 
speedy intelligence of the rebellious conduct of the farmers of 
hts distri<;t- 

Lord Macartney had been authorized by his Majesty's in- 
«tructions to grant a free pardon for their misdemeanors, aiMi 
"to remit the arrears of ground-rent due to the Treasury, 
amounting to two hundred thousand rix-dollars. Tliese gra- 
cious indulgencies, that appeared to make some impression 
^r the moment, were however soon forgotten, and it now be- 
came obvious that nothing short of a military force could 
ieep them in any sort of order. And as, at this time, the 
Cape was perfectly secure from any attack of a foreign 
«nemy, General Dundas thought it expedient to direct that a 
detachment, composed of a squadron of dragoons, a few com- 
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panies of infantry, and the greater part of the Hottentot corps, 
should march into the district under the command of Brigadi^ 
General Vandeleur. The rebellious boors, now collected in 
very considerable numbers, had stationed themselves between 
the drosy and Algoa Bay, where they had formed a kind of 
camp, and, to a certain degree, according to the new term 
which their Cape friends bad taught them to adopt, had orga- 
nized their forces. 

But as the courage of these people displays itself only on 
particular occasions, such as in acting against defenceless 
Hottentot, the moment they heard that troops were ad- 
vancing) they thought proper to disperse, leaving, in the hands 
of a neutral person, a most humble petition, in which they 
acknowledged their error, and supplicated forgiveness. To this 
address the General very properly returned a verbal answer, 
stating, that he could hold no communication with rebels, 
until they had voluntarily surrendered themselves to his dis- 
cretion, and laid their arms at his feet ; that, for this purpose* 
he should name a certain place and day ; and that all such 
as should not appear at the time and place appointed, woul4 
be considered in the light of rebels and traitqrs to his Ma- 
jesty's government, and would be pursued accordingly. 

On the day fixed, the majority of the rebels obeyed the sunv- 
mons ; and never surely was exhibited such a motley group of 
armed cavalry so whimsically equipped. I'he greater part 
were such uncouth beings, so very 

M Huge of bulkj 

« Wallowing unwieldy, enonnous in thar gait,** 
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that it was morally impossible for the by-staodcrs to observe 
the gravity of countenance which the occasion required; and: 
the awkward manner in which they dismounted, with the difi- 
fieulty that some of them experienced on account of the prcH 
tuherance of their bellies, in grounding their arms*, were 
sufficient to thraw the most serious off their guard. The 
General selected nine of the ringleaders, and sent them under 
an escort on board of his Majesty's ship the Rattlesnake, theo 
at anchor in Algoa Bay ; on the rest be levied a certain fine 
towards defraymg the expenses of the expedition, which their 
absurd and rebellious conduct had occasioned.. 

Before this termination of disturbances, which, if suffered to 
extend to the other districts of the colony, might have been 
attended with more serious consequences. General Dundas ac- 
cepted my offer to proceed through the district of Zwellendam, 
for the purpose of cutting off any communication with Graaff 
Heynet, and particularly with a view of preventing any sup- 
plies of gunpowder from reaching the rebels ; at the same time 
to send up to the Cape certain persons, who had shewn them- 
selves active in promoting discontent in Zwellendam, and wha 
were known to be disaffected, not onty to the British govern^ 
ment, but to every other that laid them under the restraint of 
laws. This journey, the extent of which was intended to be 
confined to the borders of the Camtoos river, dividing the twa 
districts of Graaff Reynct and Zwellendam,. was prolonged, by 
unforeseen circumstances, into the country inhabited by the 
Kaffers : and it thus afforded the principal part of the remarks 
and observations which are contained in the present chap- 
ter^ 
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On the 8th of March 1799» I joined Lieutenant (now Cap- 
tain) Smjth, of the corps of engineers and Aid-du-Camp of 
General Dundas, with a Serjeant's party of dragoons at the 
foot of Hottentot Holland's Kloof, which is the only pass 
leading to the eastern parts of the colony, over the high chain' 
of mountains that terminates the Cape isthmus ; which chain, 
at a few miles to the southward of the Kloof, forms the east- 
ern boundary of the extensive bay False, 

The first river we had occasion to cross, beyond the moun- 
tains, is called by the Dutch the Palmiet, the name they give 
to a strong boggy plant that grows abundantly in this and 
some other rivers of the colony, probably from its resemblance 
to some of the palm tribe. If I mistake not, it is a species of 
Acorus. For eight months in the year this river scarcely con- 
tains a drop of water, but is mostly impassable the other four ; 
which is also the case with the Bott liver about ten miles be- 
yond the Falmiet. Both of these periodical streams are un- 
safe in the winter season, and fatal accidents have happened 
to persons attempting to cross them when full. Among these 
. may be mentioned that of Mr. Patrick, assistant-surgeon to 
the 8th Light Dragoons, whofie horse being unable to stemi 
th6 8b«am, was carried down the river, and the rider perished. 

The country affords tolerably good pasturage, and will yield 
one moderate crop of grain in the season without manure. It 
is thinly inhabited, consisting principally of grazing farms 
which belong to persons who hold estates upon the Cape side 
of the mountains. The first house that occurred in our route 
was near ten miles beyond the kloof, which, by losing our way 
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in the dark across th« wide heatb» ve did not reach before 

midnight. 

The 9th of March was the hottest and most oppressive day 
1 ever experienced in Southern Africa; I had no thennome- 
ter with me, but I afterwards learnt that, during the whole day 
nearly, tlie temperature in Cape Town was 104," of Fahren- 
heit's scale. In the whole of this day's march, of about 
twenty miles, we were not able to procure a drop of water for 
the horses, except once just after starting* nor even any shade 
from the scorching rays of the sun ; for trees in this part of 
the country are as rare as Doctor Johnson found them to be, 
of as great an age as himself, iu Scotland. The horse oa 
which I was mounted was so much overcome by the heatj 
that it literally dropped down under me, and was unable to 
carry me any farther. 

"Wearied and exhausted we reached, at length, the hovel of 
a shoemaker, near which we found a few puddles of muddy 
Irater, stagnating in the clayey bed of a rivulet, but it was so 
much impregnated with earth and salts that the horses, thirsty 
as they were, would scarcely touch it. At this place we con- 
trived to pas6 the night, but we experienced a most uncom- 
fortable lodging. Unluckily for us it happened to be Sunday, 
and, the shoemaker being known to all his neighbours, living 
within the circuit of twenty miles, and particulariy to hh 
nearest neighbours of three or four miles, to be a jolly good fd* 
low, wtio always kept a glass of wine, and a strong aopk to 
re^le his fViends, the house was crowded with people. There 
were but two apartments, one of which was filled with the 
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company ; the other we occupied. This, it seemed, was made 
to answer the four-fold -purpose of bed-chamber, work-shop, 
cellar, and storehouse. The heat of the weather, the closeness 
of the room, which had only one small aperture to admit the 
light, added to the mingled odours arising from stinking lea- 
ther, bunches of onions, butchers' meat swarming with flies, 
fiimes of tobacco, dregs of wine and gin and Cape bcandy, 
standing in pools on the clayed floor ; in a word, such ** a con- 
** gregation of foul and pestilential vapours," was sufficient 
to nauseate stomachs much less squeamish than ours. Kor 
was the sense of feeling less annoyed by an innumerable quao- 
tity of bugs, fleas, and musquitoes. Perhaps, indeed, it might 
be considered as an advantage in having two or three senses 
tormented at once ; as the pain afibcting one might, in a cer- 
tain degree, be deadened by the acuteness of feeling in an- 
other. How often, in the course of this night, did I bless my 
good fortune, in having used my waggon for my lodging house 
in all my former long joumies through this miserable country ; 
inhabited by a still more miserable race of mortals I How 
many sleepless nights, and nauseous scenes, have I not 
avoided by adopting such a plan ! 

To add to our present uncomfortable situation, the guests 
were perpetually interrupting us in their application to the 
wine cask, or the brandy bottle. Our patience, at length, 
being quite exhausted, we resolved to barricade Ihe dooc. 
This, however, failed of success. The votaries of Bacchus 
were not so easily to be disappointed of their weekly libations. 
After several fruitless attempts to force the door, they thought 
of trying the window; but this small pigeon-hole, being much 
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too narrow in its dimensiops to admit the huge carcase of aa 
African boor, obliged them to have recourse to the expedient 
of sending in a thin Hottentot girl; but, on account of the 
peculiar shape- of the v omen of this nation^ the lower part of 
the body refused to follow where the head had passed^andshe 
stuck fast in the window. This produced a prodigious burst 
of boisterous mirth ; the girl, however, after a great deal of 
squeezing and pushing, effected the purpose, and procured 
for the tumultuous boors a supply of their favorite liquors. 
To prevent a return, we barred in the window, and having thus 
completely made ourselves masters of the cellar, the boors, af- 
ter several vollies of imprecations, accompanied with thunder* 
uig assaults, sometimes at the door, and then at the windowr 
thought fit about midnight to leave the house, in search of 
another jovial neighbour at the distance, perhaps, of eight or 
ten miles. This scene would have afforded an excellent sub- 
ject for the pencil of Ostade, who, if we may form a conclu- 
sion from his pictures, must have been witness to many of 
the same kind. 

The noise of the Bacchanalians was accompanied by a 
storm of thunder ; and the rain, that fell in the course of the 
night, had rendered the air the next morning cool and refresh- 
iog. It was the first shower that had fallen in this part of the 
country for near four months, and the efiects of it on the 
ground were very sensibly perceived in the course of four 
days. 

At this season of the year, when the earth is thoroughly 
iheated, the rapidity with which vegetation bursts forth, afler 
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rain, is almost incredible. Among the earliest of such plants^ 
as by the brilliancy of their flowers captivate the sight, are 
tlie various species of the oxalis, the yellow star-flower, and the 
three-colored Lackenalia, with two or three other species of 
the same genus. ' But one of the most singular among the 
small plants, that blossom in the beginning of winter, is the 
septast whose name is derived from the regular septenary di- 
vision of all the different parts of fructification, and is re- 
markable for being the only plant, yet discovered, in the 
seventh class and seventh order of the Linnaean System. 

The refreshing coolness, occasioned by the rain, permitted 
us to extoid our march to the river Zonder End, or Endless 
River, near the banks of which the Dutch East India Com- 
pany had reserved, for its own use, an extensive tract of land 
called the Sweet Milk's Valley. It is bounded on the north 
side by a range of hills that were once well covered with forest 
trees, but these have long been cut down, few of any magni- 
tude now remaining, except in the deep chasms where they 
are scarcely accessible. The country, on each side of the river, 
is extremely pleasant, and tolerably well inhabited, in compa- 
rison at least with other parts ; the dwellings being seldom re- 
moved frx>m one another beyond the regulated distance of three 
miles. A few of the small kind of antelopes still remain, as 
reeboks, springboks, griesboks, and dtij/kers, and plenty of hares 
and partridges ; but the lai^e bmteboks are almost totally 
destroyed, or driven to some otlier part of the settlement. I 
observed, on a former journey, that in the neighbourhood of 
this river was once to be found the Leiicopkaa or blue ante- 
lope ; but that, for many years past, it had been lost to the 
3b 2 



d by Google 



yji TRAVELS IN 

colony. I understood* however, that a few moaths before 7& 
evacuated the Cape, a small herd of this beautiful animal had 
again made its appearance among the wooded hills behind 
Sweet Milk's Valley, where, instead of suffering them to remain 
unmolested, at least for some time, that their numbers might 
increase, the farmers were lying in wait for their destruction. 

Close to this river is the establishment of the Hernhiiters or 
Moravian missionaries, which I had occasion to notice on a 
former journey. These wOTthy men, by the protection af- 
forded them under the British government, and by its libera- 
lity, through General Duadas, in enabling them to enlarge 
their territory, had considerably extended their society of 
Hottentots ; whom they not cmly instructed in the principles 
of the Christian religion, but by example, as well as pr&- 
cept, taught to feel, that tbejr Talue in society was pro- 
portioned to the benefits they were able 'to render to the 
community by useful labor and the example of good con- 
duct 

These men have clearly shewn to the world, by the effects 
of this institution, that there is not among savages, in general, 
that invincible aversion to labor which some bare been in- 
dined to suppose. Those, indeed, whose daily subsistenoe 
depends on the cbace, may contract a disposition to rambling 
and to a frequent change of place, but the precarious supply 
of food obtained by hunting is not the reward of sluggish in- 
dolence, but of toil, of lassitude, and anxiety. The fewer the 
wants that man has to gratify, the less inclination will he feel 
to exert his corporeal powers. In a mere savage state, if these 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 373 

wants could be supplied witliout any effort, the predominant 
pleasures of life would consist in eatiqg and sleeping. The 
propensity to inaction can only be overcome by giving the 
laborer an interest in the product of his labor ; by making 
him feel the weight and value of property. The colonists of 
the Cape pursued no such plan with regard to their conduct 
towards the Hottentots. Having first held out the irresistible 
charm that spirituous liquors and tobacco are found to pos- 
sess among all people in a rude state of society, they took the 
advantage of escbanging those pernicious poisons for the 
only means the natives enjoyed of subsisting themselves and 
their families; and, however extraordinary it may appear, 
instead of instructing and encouraging a race of men, of 
willing and intelligent minds, to renew the means of subsist- 
ence, of which they bad deprived them, they imported, at a 
vast expence, a number of Malay slaves, not more expert, 
and much less to be depended on, than the Hottentots ; to 
whom, indeed, they even preferred the stupid negroes of: 
Mosambique and Madagascar. 

Whether it happened from real ignorance of the character 
of these natives, or from strong prejudices imbibed against 
them, or from an adherence to a narrow policy, 1 cannot pre- 
tend to determine; but, from the inquiries I have made, it 
does not appear they have at any period experienced a 
treatment equally favorable to that of the meanest slaves. 
Not many years ago it was thought expedient, for some pur- 
pose or other, to assemble a considerable number in or near 
the town, but the business for which they were collected, 
dwindling into a job for the emolument of the persons who 
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had the management of it ; and as the Hottentots trere 
neither paid, clothed, nor fed, they exhibited a scene of filth, 
misery, and wretchedness; they became a nuisance to the 
town, and were ia consequence disbanded. 

The colonists were ready to predict a similar fete to the 
attempt of Sir James Craig, of forming them into a corps ; 
but their predictions ended in their disappointment. " Never,*' ■- 
observes Sir James, " were people more contented or more 
" grateful for the treatment they now receive. We have up- 
" wards of three hundred who have been with us nine months. 
** It is, therefore, with the opportunity of knowing them well, 
" that I venture to pronounce them an intelligent race of 
** men. All who bear arms exercise well, and understand 
" immediately, and perfectly, whatever they are taught to 
" perform. Many of them speak English tolerably well. 
" We were told that so great was their propensity to drunken- 
" ness, we should never be able to reduce them to order or 
" discipline, and that the habit of roving was so rooted in 
" their disposition, we must expect the whole corps would 
** desert, the moment they had received their clothing. With 
" respect to the first, I do not find they are more given to 
^ the vice of drinking than our own people ; and, as to their 
** pretended propensity to roving, that charge is fully con- 
" futed by the circumstance of only one man having left us 
^' since I first adopted the -measure of assembling them, and 
" he was urged to this step from having accidentally lost his 
<* firelock." — " Of all the qualities," he further observes, 
" that can be ascribed to a Hottentot, it will little be ex- 
" pected I should expatiate upon their cleanliness ; and yet 
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" it is certain that, at this moment, our Hottentot parade 
" would not suffer in a comparison with that of some of our 
" regular regiments. Their clothing may, perhaps, have suf- 
" fered more than it ought to have done, in the time since 
" it was issued to them, from their ignorance of the means of 
" preserving it; but those articles, which are capable of 
" being kept clean by washing, together with their arms and 
" accoutrements, which they have been taught to keep 
" bright, are always in good order. They are now, likewise, 
** cleanly in their persons ; the practice of smearing them- 
*f selves with grease being entirely left oflF. I have fre- 
" quently observed them washing themselves in a rivulet, 
" where they could have in view no other object but clean- 
** liness." It will be no less satisfactory to the reader, than 
it is gratifying to myself, in thus having an opportunity of 
adding, in, support of my former description of the moral 
character of this people, the opinion of such high and respect- 
able authority. 

None felt more sincere regret and uneasiness at that article 
in the treaty of peace, which ceded the Cape to its former 
owners, than these worthy missionaries. From the malignant 
spirit of the boors, they had every thing to apprehend.. The 
friends of humanity, however, will rejoice to learn, that this 
asylum for an innocent and oppressed race of men continues 
to receive the countenance and protection of the present 
government ; the two leading members of which appear to be 
actuated by views and sentiments very different from those 
of the majority of the people, over which they are appointed 
to rule. It is obvious, indeed, to every man of common un- 
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derstanding, that an institution so enoouraged cannot fail to 
prove of infinite advantage to a colony where useful labor 
is so much wanted. If any example were capable of rous- 
ing the sluggish settlers, &at of six hundred people being 
subsisted on the same space of ground, which every indi- 
vidual iamily among them occupies, for they had nothing 
inore till very lately than a common loan farm of three miles 
in diameter, would be sufficient to stimulate them to habits 
•of industry. 

Other missionaries, but of different societies, have lately 
proceeded to very distant parts of the colony, and some even 
-much beyond it, both among the Kaffers to the eastward, 
^nd the Bosjesman Hottentots to the northward. The latter 
they represent as a docile and tractable people, of innocent 
^nanners, and grateful to their benefactors beyond ^pression ; 
i>ut the Kaffers, they say^ are a volatile race, extremely good 
humoured, but turn into ridicule all their attempts to convert 
them to Christianity. Mr. Kicherer, a regular bred minister 
■of the reformed church, and a gentleman of mild and per* 
-suasive manners, proceeded, alone and totally unprotected, 
into the midst of the Bosjesraan hordes on the skirts of the 
Orange River. He considered, that a solitary being without 
■arms, or any visible means of doing injury to his fellow mor- 
tals, would be received without suspicion, and might enter 
•into the society of the most savage hordes without danger. 
The event proved his conjectures to be right. He lived in 
the midst of a tribe, the most needy and wretched that he 
could discover, for many years ; shared with them every in- 
convenience ; and suffered a total privation of all the com- 
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forts, and very frequently even of the necessaries, of life ; 
with a weak constitution, he braved the vicissitudes of an un- 
steady climate in scanty clothing, in temporary huts and 
hovels that were neither proof against wind nor water, and 
oflimes in the open air ; on deserts wild atld naked as those 
of Arabia ; he learned their language ; instructed them in 
the benevolent dottrines of Christianity ; and endeavoured, 
with enthusiastic zeal, to assuage their miserable lot in this 
life, by assuring them that there was " Another and a better 
** world :" in a word, he became so much attached to this most 
indigent and deplorable race of human beings, who possess 
nothing they can call their own, but live from day to day on 
the precarious spoils of the chace, and commonly on the 
spontaneous products of a barren soil, that it was not without 
difficulty, and great distress to his feelings, he mustered re- 
solution to tear himself from his little flock : lingering under 
a disease that threatened to terminate in a consumption, he 
could not be prevailed upon to desert them, when urged 
by his friends to accept of a vacant living of one of the 
colonial churches, which was offered to him by the go- 
vernment. 

When one reflects for a moment on the toils and hardships, 
the dangers and the difficulties, that these religious enthusiasts 
voluntarily undergo, without any prospect of reward, or even 
reputation, in this worid, it is impossible to withhold admira- 
tion at a conduct so seemingly disinterested, and whose mo- 
tives appear to be under an influence so different from that 
by which most human actions are governed. Whatever de- 
gree of merit may be due to this class of missionaries, the 
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practical philosopher ivill, unquestionably, give the preference 
to the plan of the Moravians, which unites with precepts of 
religion and morality a spirit of useful labor ; and whose 
grand aim is to make their disciples comfortable in this 
world, as a token or earnest of that happiness which t^ey are 
taught to expect in the world to come. But after all the toil 
and anxiety which the worthy character above mentioned 
cheerfully underwent in the cause of suffering humanity, 
what must his feelings be, if he still be living, and happens 
'to peruse the following letter, to find that his onJy reward is 
that of being considered by the vile people of the Cape as 
the abettor of murder, and that he has been with others the 
innocent cause of fifteen of his inoffensive disciples being in- 
humanly butchered in cold blood by those remorseless co- 
lonists who dare to call themselves by the sacred name of 
Christians. This letter, which just reached me as the present 
work was going to press, will sen'e to shew, among other facts 
I shall have occasion to state, of what deliberate and blood>- 
thirsty ruflBans the peasantry of the Cape are cotnpo&ed. 

It states that," on the 6th of December 1802, about the 
" evening, three Bosjesmans came to the house of the Burger 
" Comelis Jansen, having with them three pack-oxen {draag' 
" ossen) ; the said Jansen immediately reported it to the com- 
" mandant iy^eld-Cornet), who instantly sent an armed party" 
*' {commancU)) to his house. On the following day, being the 
" 7th, there came twelve more to them, baring three guns 
** and three pack-oxen; all the rest were well armed with 
" bows, arrows, and hassagays. The commandant Berger 
" went himself to Jansen's in the morning to ask the reasoa 
1 
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" of their coming there, when he discovered that eight of 
" them were Koranas and s.even Bosjesmans. Being asked 
" \>y the party what they came to do, they said that they 
" were come to beg a little dacha {hemp) and tobacco. The 
" commandant had the same answer, but he understood the 
*• wai/ to question them so closely, that he brought them to open 
" confession (by horrid tortures no doubt), that they came to 
" examine how their farms (plaatzen) were to be attacked ; 
" and also to see if there was water enough to come with a 
" great troop. Being asked who had sent them, they an- 
" swered Triiter and the Enghsh missionary Kicherer, in order 
" to spy the places, and return to the kraal where Kicherer 
" and Triiter would wait their return, to furnish them with 
'* musquets, powder, and ball. On being asked how they 
" were to execute it ? they answered, by attacking the farni- 
" houses by two and two at the same time, so that they 
" could not assist one another. All the fifteen we 

" HAVE SHOT DEAD (doodgeSchooten), HAVING FIRST EX- 
" TORTED THIS CONFESSION FROM THEM. The hat whicll 

" Triiter gave to the»captain we have got ; it is a black one 

" with a silver band, and a cane with a brass head, on which 

" is engraved " Captain Kauwinnoub." Mark now with 

" what murderous intentions is this TriHer inspired against 

" us I To have us all massacred in our houses I" 

The account of this transaction is thus given by Baron 
Van P , the private secretary to Governor Jansens. 

" A Hottentot captain, of the name of Kottwinnoub, bear- 
** iflg the distinguishing mark of his rank (a stick, on the 
3c 2 
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" brass head of which were engraven the arms of his Ma- 
" jesty), and furnished, moreover, with a pas&port signed by 

** one of the members of Government, went, accompanied 

** by fifteen Hottentots, to procure a few leaves of tobacco 

" in the plains of Sneuwberg. The boors, recollecting, per- 

" baps, that three years ago these faithful soldiers had served 

" the Government by keeping them in order, thought it a 

" favorable opportunity to revenge themselves on these un- 

** happy creatures. Led on by a Veld comet, of the name of 

" BurgerSf they seized the whole company, who suspected no 

" ill; and, notwithstanding all the proofs in their favor, it 

" was agreed that they were criminals, and that they mu»t 

" be treated accordingly. The BooruH Court of Ju$tice re- 

*• solved, therefore, to bind thepi to a tree, and to draw from 

" them by torture a confession of crimes, of which a thought 

•• had never entered into their heads ; to reiterated blows 

" and inhuman tortures they held out promises of forgive- 

" ness, if they would confess all that was required' of them ; 

** and by these means they forced from them the unfortunate 

" declaration that they came with an intention to plunder 

** the neighbourhood. The only concern of the Court was to 

*' write down a confession, which the application of the tor- 

" ture and the hope of being set at liberty had wrung from 

" these innocent victims. The boors put their names to this 

** declaration, as an attestation of the truth, and made an 

** end of the business by voting for their death. The sen- 

" tence was instantly put in execution, and the poor Hot- 

" tentots were shot. A whole half year has passed away 

" since this event, and justice hitherto has not interfered^ I 

" should not dare to say wherefore." 
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A» this chapter is meant to exemplify the character of the 
Dutch boors of the Cape settlement, I shall extract another 
iostance of their savage brutality, recorded in a pamphlet, 
written by the above-mentioned gentleman, which, if possible, 
equals, if not exceeds, in its atrocity, any thing of the kind 
which history has handed down. " Des que les Anglois 
" avoient quitt^s le fort, un colon nomm6e Ferreira, de fa- 
" mille I*ortugaise, s'en rendit le maltre, et en prit possession 
" pour lors, ce qui dur& jusqu'au I'arrivfee du detachement 
" que le Gouvernement y a envoy6 sous les ordres du Major 
" Von Giltep, et qui y commande en ce moment. Les 
« Ca0Fes, croiant queladerniere paix avoit finle tout d6m616 
" entre eus, envoyferent une b^te k tuer au nouveau command^ 
" ant du fort, comme ufte marque d'amiti^ et de reconcilia- 
" tion ; le Caffre le fit conduire par un Hottentot ; et Ferreira 
" par feconnoissance se saisit du Caffre, le brula tout vif; 
" attacha le pauvre Hottentot k un arbre, lui coupa un mor- 
** ceau de la chair de sa cuisse, le lui Jit manger tout cruey et le 
" relacha enauite ." 

" As soon as the English had abandoned the fort (at Algoa 
" Bay) a boor named Ferreira, of a Portugueze family, made 
" himself master of it, and kept possession till the arrival of a 
" detachment of troops which Government sent thither, un- 
*• der the command of Major Von Gilten, who is still there. ' 
" The Kaffers, fully persuaded that the late peace had put 
" an end to all disturbances between them, sent to the new 
*' commander of the fort a bullock to be slain, as the test 
" of reconciliation and friendship. The Kaffer sent on the 
"occasion put himself under the guide of a Hottentot ; and 
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" Ferrciia, by way of returning the kind intentiou, laid hold 
*' of the Kaffer and broiled him alive ; bound the poor Hot- 
" tentot to a tree, cut a piece of fiesh out of his thighs -made 
" Aim eat it rau\ and then released him !" 

The first day's march beyond the Sweet Milk's Valley was 
across a tame flat country, the road winding along the right . 
bank of the Endless River; a name whose fallacy was de- 
tected by crossing it the next day, just where it forms a 
■confluence with, and of course ends in, the Broad River. 
The latter, in the winter months, is a vast volume of water 
sufficient to float a ship of the line, but, in summer, not more 
than ankle deep. -The distance from this river to Zwellen- 
dam, the seat of the Landrost and capital of the district so 
■called, is only about nine miles, over a country that is capable 
of an extensive cultivation, but which is suflered to remaia 
almost entirely an unproductive desert. 

As we knew this to be the only village that would occur in 
the course of our long journey, we thought it prudent to halt 
^ day, in order to refresh the horses, to have their shoes 
removed or renewed, and the saddles repaired; after which 
■we continued our march, for ihree easy days, to a tolerably 
good farm-house cd.lled the Hagel Kraal, situated at the foot 
' -of the Atiaquas Khof. The country we had passed was little 
calculated to excite any degree of interest ; the dwellings, as 
usual, were thinly scattered ; the land under no regular sys- 
tem of tillage, exhibiting a barren waste, without a single 
■tree, or even a shrub, that by its size or beauty would arrest 
4he attention of the traveller ; yet the soil of the greater part 
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of the country appeared to be superior to most of the corn- 
lands in the vicinity of the Cape. -Here too a scarcity is 
* observable of the most ordinary game of the country, such 
as small antelopes, hares, partridges, and the several species 
of bustards. 

From this place it was our intention to cross the fii^t chain 
of mountains which runs parallel, or nearly so, with the sea- 
coast. Previous, however, to this undertaking, it was found 
necessary,, in conformity to the instrnctious I had received, 
to take into custody, and to send up to the Cape, a certaia 
boor who was known to have held communication with the 
rebels of Graaff Reynet ; and strongly suspected of having 
assisted them ivith gunpowder. By escorting . this person to 
the Landrost of the district,, two fine young men of the 8th 
Light Dr^oons unfortunately lost their lives. On their re- 
turn towards the drosdy a violent thunder-storm arose, dur- 
ing which the rain descended in such torrents as to fill, to the 
brim, a small rivulet that we had passed the day before with- 
out observing a single drop of water in its channel. The 
Hottentot, who led the foremost pair of oxen in the team,, 
finding himself unable to withstand the rapidity of the cur- 
rent, let go the rope and effected his escape as well as he 
could. The oxen, being thus left without a guide, turned 
their heads in the direction of the st^eanl. The waggon was 
upset ; two of the young men, who unfortunately could not 
swim, were seen no more ; and Capt^n Smyth, with the rest, 
had a very narrow escape. 
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We crossed the mountains, over the Attaquas Pass, on the 
18th of Marcli, and entered the Lange Kloof or Long Valley. 
Here we met with, at almost every farm, an excellent vine* 
yard of the Muscatel and Persian grape, both at this time 
fully ripe ; we observed also extensive plantations of tobacco, 
and a variety of fruit trees. The oranges were large and re- 
markably good. Notwithstanding the great plenty, and the 
good quality of the grapes, the inhabitants made little wine, 
and that little was execrably bad. The distance, indeed, 
from a market, and the badness of the ruads, hold out little 
encouragement to the farmer, either for extending the quan- 
tity or improving the quality of this article. Raisins, being 
a more transportable commodity, are more the object of their 
attention than wine. The making of these requires a very 
simple process. The bunch of grapes is firtt immersed in a 
strong solution of wood ashes, and afterwards laid upon a 
stage covered with rush matting, until it he thoroughly dried. 
The bruised grapes, the undergrowings, the stalks and ex- 
pressed husks, with the lees or dregs of new wine, are throwa 
together into large vessels until they ferment, and are then 
distilled into a sort of brandy. From trash like this is most 
of the ardent spirit manufectured which is sold in the Cape 
under the name of Brandewyjit and which, from its cheap> 
ness and bad quality, not only poisons the bodies, but also 
corrupts the morals of the lower orders of the town, and the 
'Country farmers. 

Our march along the Lange Kloof was delightfully pleasant. 
The road was extremely good, the country cheerful, being 
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mostly covered with grass or shrubby plants, exhibiting from 
a distance a continuance of verdant lawns, which are not fre- 
quent in this colony, by much the greater portion of the sur- 
face being either extensive wastes of karroo almost without 
a vestige of vegetation, or naked ranges of mountains. Here 
too there was a sufficiency of water to admit of farm-houses 
being placed at the regulated distance of three miles. The 
sloping sides of the valley were covered with a great variety 
of splendid heaths, in the height of their blossom, of the shrub 
called gnidia, of the showy and everlasting Xeranthemum, and 
a profusion of other plants that the eye of a botanist would 
have feasted upon with avidity. But the nature of our ex- 
pedition would only admit of a glance in passing. 

Having proceeded along the Kloof to that part which is 
nearly opposite to Plettenberg's Bay, we found it necessary 
to halt a few da.ys in order to refresh the horses. In the mean 
time I crossed the mountains, agreeably to my instructions, 
and assembled the wood-cutters in the vicinity of the bay, to 
enter into a contract with them for a supply of timber for the 
public service at the Cape. Independent of the wants of the 
government, it was considered adviseable, at this juncture, to 
furnish these people with employment, in order to keep them 
at home ; for,. such is the nature of an African boor, that, hav- 
ing nothing particular to engage his attention, be is glad of 
an excuse to ride to the distance of eight or ten days, whether 
it be to a church or to a vendue, to hunt elephants or to 
plunder the Kaffers. 
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In justice, however, to the fanners of Plettenberg Baj 
district, it ought to be stated that they are the only class of 
people, in the whole colony, which deserves the name of being 
industrious. To fell the large trees, that are now only to be 
procured in deep glens, and then to drag them out, is a work 
of labor and toil ; and their profits are so trifling, that few of 
them are enabled to purchase slaves, and of course are reduced 
to the necessity of working themselves. 

The extent of the forests, beginning at Mossel Bay, and 
running eastward parallel to the sea-coast, is at least two 
hundred and fifty English miles, and the breadth from the 
feet of the mountains to the sea is ten, fifteen, and in some 
places twenty, miles. A great part of this tract is composed 
of large and beautiful plains, intersected by numerous rivers, 
and abounding in lakes full of excellent fish. The ground h 
well calculated either for pasturage or tillage, and capable of 
complete irrigation. Was this long tract of country, together 
with that which is comprehended between the north range of 
mountains and the west coasts and from Saint Helena Bay 
to the Cape, inhabited by industrious families, a much greater 
mass of people than is at present contained within the widely 
extended limits of the colony miglit be subsisted with in- 
finitely more comfort than they now are, and an abundance 
of com and cattle, wine, and othnr necessaries, might be 
supplied, over and above, for a garrison of five thousand 
men, arid for a fleet containing an equal number of souls* 
But, in order to make the country produce such a supply, 
it would be necessary to introduce a new race of inhabitants, 
OT to change the nature of the old ones. 
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1 hive frequently had occasion to notice the abundance of 
iron ore that occurs in almost every part of Southern Africa, 
some of which is so rich in metal as to contain from seventy 
to eighty per cent., and to observe that the total want of fuel 
rendered it useless. Here, however, in the vicinity of the 
forests, that objection is removed ; and the ores might, in all 
probability, be melted to advantage, as all kinds of iron work 
are prodigiously dear at the Cape. We were told that, in 
the neigbbouriiood of the Knysna, another large mass of 
native iron had been discovered, similar to that which 1 men- 
tioned to bare seen in the plains of the Zuure Veldt, and 
which I then supposed the KafTers to have carried thither 
from the sea shore. I paid little attention to the report at 
that time, nor did we go out of our way to look at it; but 
since my return to the Cape, the discovery of a third mass, in 
an extraordinary situation, the very summit of Table Moun* 
tain, excited a stronger degree of curiosity. I imagined the 
first to have been the flat part of an anchor, although it was 
destitute of any particular shape ; but in this of Table Moun- 
tain, which might weigh from one hundred and fifty to one 
hundred and sixty pounds, there appeared some faint traces 
of the shape of the ilook, or the broad part of the arm which 
takes hold of the ground. It was found half buried in sand 
and quartz pebbles, every part, as well under as tibove 
ground, much corroded, and the cavities filled with pebbles, 
which, however, did not appear to be component parts of the 
mass, not being angular, but evidently rounded by attrition. 
As, in the first instance, I suppose the Kaffers to have carried 
the mass into the situation where it W9S discovered ; bo alsc^ 
3d2 
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with regard to the latter, I am inclined to thiuk it must have 
been brought upon the summit of the mountain by the native 
Hottentots, as to a place of safety, when Bartholomew Diaz,. 
or some of the early Portugueze navigators, landed first m. 
this country. Others, however, who have seen and examined 
the mass, are of opinion that it must have been placed ib its 
present situation at a period long antecedent to the discovery 
of the Cape of Good Hope by Europeans. Be that as it 
may, the resemblance it bears to part of an anchor, with the 
Neptunian appearances of various parts of Southern Africa, 
which are particularly striking in the formation of the Table 
Mountain, press strongly on the recollection the beautiful 
observation of the Latin poet : 

'* Vi^ ego, quod fuent quoadam solidissima teUiw 
** Esse fretum. Vidi faccu ex xquorc terras, 
** Et procul a pelago concha jacucrc marinx 
« £t retuB inTeDta est in moctibus aochoni BummU." 

(* The face of places, and their forms, decay > 
** And that is solid eaith that once was sea :. 
** Seas in their turn, retreating from the shore, 
'* Make solid land what ocean was before ; 
" Far from the shoie are shells of fishes found, 
** And niscj anchors fix'd on mountain-ground^'* 

It may be observed, by the way, that Mr. Dryden has rcr 
versed the idea of the poet in the first couplet of his transla- 
tion, and continued the same in his second, making only 
the land to gain on the sea, instead of contrasting it with 
the opposite effect of the sea encroaching on the land. Ob^ 
sen-ing this to a floa of my ingenious and learned friend 
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Doctor Tytler, a hoy of twelve years of age, he requested 
to have the Latin lines, and immediately produced the 
following stanzas : 

*' Tum'd into fea Fve seen the earth 

<* Diawtved in the ware, 
** And trom tlie sea new hills spring forth>. 

" And their broad backs upheave. 

** And far from ocean's utmost bounds, 

*< Shells have discorer'd been, 
** And on the tops of rising grounds 

" Old rusty anchors seen." 

Id our return over the mountains from Plettenberg's Bay 
little occurred to attract attention. The Sparmannia in the 
woods, with its large leaves of light green, contrasted with 
the dark and slender foliage of the yellow wood tree, and the 
still darker Eckbergia, with the lofty summits of the naked 
mountains rising far above them, afforded scenery for the 
pencil extremely picturesque and beautiful. The fibres of the 
bark of the Sparmanma make an excellent kind of hemp, 
superior in strength to that of the Hibiscus, which I noticed 
OD a former visit to thb bay. Saplings of this tree the second 
year rise in a clear stem to the height of six feet, so that in 
tbe event of any future establishment being made at Plet- 
tenberg's Bay, the Sparmannia may become a very useful 
plant. The Gardenia. Tkunbergiat or the wild Cape Jessa- 
mine, being in the height of its blossom, gave out so power- 
ful a scent, that, in the evening, it could be perceived at th& 
distatice of several miles. The Nymphcsa cerulean and an^ 
other species of a smaller size with spear-shaped leave» 
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(follis hasiatis)t and rose-colored petals, ornamented the mar- 
gins of the Keurboom River ; and the Wachendorfia with the 
Aletris Uvaria were common in all the boggy grounds. The 
stately white StreUtziai, which are found only on the banks 
of the Pisang River, were also now in flower. The Protae 
Orandiflorcey on the summit of the mountains, resembled, in 
their size and appearance, old stiihted oaks. Heaths also 
were very large, and bulbous rooted plants in great abund- 
ance. We found, likewise, growing among the rocks, num- 
bers of that singular plant the Tamua Elephantipes, so called 
from the resemblance of its large tuberous root, rising above 
the surface of the ground, to the foot of the elephant. This 
district afTordsi iu fact, a rich field for the naturalist. Let 
bis favorite pursuit be what it may, botany, ornithology, ot 

.zoology, he may here indulge bis inclination. The greater 
part of the forest trees still remain unexamined. The birds 
are numerous, and hare not seriously been attacked by any 
other collector than Mr. Le Vaillant, of whom Mr. Meedin^ 
for many years the postholder at the bay, speaks as being an 
excellent shot at small birds, and a most indefatigable pur- 
suer of tliem. Of animals, from the little tailless dca or 
Cavy, and the pigmy Antelope, to the huge Elephant, the 
woods of Sitsikamma furnish great variety. Hie Plain of 
Hartebeests abounds with that noble species of the antelope 
tribe from which it takes its name ; and every thicket 
is filled with the beautiful BogboJc, or Bush deer, re- 
Inai^able for its spotted haunches, and still more so 

- from ike near resemblance -of its cry to the barking of a 
dog. 
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On reaching our quarters in Lang6 Kloof we were agreeabljr 
surprized to find that the shoes of all our horses had been re- 
moved, and new ones placed on such as wanted them. This 
had been a matter of serious consideration from the first day of 
our expedition ; for, as the horses of the colony are never sbod» 
except those in the hands of the English, we could hardly 
flatter ourselves that we should meet with any person in the 
interior of the country, capable of undertaking such an ope- 
ration. A young man, however, born deaf and dumb, with- 
out ever having seen a horse-shoe before, made several new 
ones, and replaced others with as much care and neatness, as 
one that had been brought up to the business of a farrier. 
This ingenious young man, the only one I can safely say that 
I ever met with in the course of my travels in this country, 
supported, by his labor, a worthless, drunken father, and a 
number of brothers and sisters. 

Nothing of moment occurred until we reached the borders 
of the Camtoos River, which divides the district of Zwellen- 
dam from that of Graaff Reynet. Being passable only by 
waggons at one ford, we encamped there, as the most eligible 
situation for keeping open a communication between Briga- 
dier General Vandeleur and the Cape. Scarcely, however, 
had we arrived, when an express irom the General directed us, 
to proceed to Algoa Bay. 

The country between the Camtoos River and this bay is ex- 
tremely rich and beautiful. Like a gentleman's park, or plea- 
sure grounds, in England, the surface is diversified with thick- 
ets and knots of stately trees, planted, however, by the spoa- 
1 
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taqeous and free hand of nature. The kaolls are covered with 
thick grass, which, for want of cattle to eat it off, is suffered to 
rot upon the ground, or is partially burnt off towards the end 
of summer to make room for the young blades to shoot up with 
the earliest rains of winter. It is greatly to be lamented that 
so fine a country should be suffered to remain in total ne- 
glect. A few indolent boors grasp the whole district, which, 
when in possession of the rightful owners, the Kaffers and the 
Hottentots, some thirty years ago, maintained many thousand 
families by the numbers of their cattle it was found capable 
of supporting. The small game, which here are plentiful, gra- 
mineous roots, the bulbs of the iris, of the wild garlick, and of 
the Cyanellot the filaments and anthers of whose stamens bear 
a remarkable resemblance to the fingers and nails of the hu- 
man hand, together with the seeds of the Strelitzia Reginae, 
and a variety of wild berries, were the chief articles of sub- 
sistence of the Hottentot tribes, and milk was the principal 
food of the Kaffers. 

A few days before our anival at Algoa Bay, General Van- 
deleur had subdued the rebellious boors in the manner I have 
already described in the beginning of this chapter, and had 
sent the ringleaders on board his Majesty's ship the Rattle- 
snake, to be conveyed to the Cape, to take their trial there by 
their own laws, before their own court of justice. Desirable 
as it might have been to puhish the leaders upon the spot by 
martial law, as an example to a rebellious people, the General 
resolved to try once more what lenient measures might effect, 
concluding that, in the event of their own countrymen finding 
them guilty, the colonists must at least acknowledge the 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 39J 

justice of the decision ; whereas iu the other case, as it 
generatlj happens* the public arc more ready to blame 
tJie severity of martial law than to acknowledge the cri- 
niiuality of those upon whom it is inflicted. The General 
having thus got rid of the rebel chiefs, and thereby put an end, 
as he thought, to further disturbances, concluded that little 
BOW remained to be done but to collect his scattered forces 
from the different parts of the district, and to assemble them 
at head-quarters in Bruyntjes Hoogte ; part of which he meant 
to embark on board the Rattlesnake, and the remainder to 
send over land, by easy marches, to the Cape. 

In crossing the country from Algoa Bay to the northward, 
in order to put his plan in execution, to our no less surprize 
than mortification, we fell in with a large party of Hottentots, 
so disguised, and dressed out in such a whimsical and fan- 
tastical manner, that we were totally at a loss to conjecture 
what to make of them. Some wore large three cornered hats, 
with green or blue breeches, the rest of the body naked ; 
some had jackets of cloth over their sheep-skin covering, and 
others had sheep-skins thrown over linen shirts. The \vomen 
were laden with bundles, and the men were all armed with 
musquets. We soon discovered, which indeed they readily 
confessed, that they had been plundering the boors. A Hot-> 
tentot, among the many good qualities he possesses, has one 
which he is master of in an e^mnent degree,— I mean a rigid 
adherence to truth. When accused ofd crime, of which he 
has been guilty, with native simplicity he always states the 
fact as it happened ; but, at the same time, he has always a 
justi6catioD at hand for what he has done. From lying end 
stealing, the predominant and inseparable vices of the condi- 
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tion of slavery, the Hottentot may be considered as exempt. 
Id the whole course of my travels, and in the midst of the nu- 
merous attendants of this nation, with which I was constantly 
surrounded, I can with safety declare that I never wasrobbed 
or deceived by any of themi 

On making inquiry into the particulars of the unpleasant 
transaction that had taken place, one of the Hottentots, called 
Klaas Stuurmany or Nicholas the Helmsmafty whom thej* had 
selected for their chief, stepped forwards, and, after humbly 
entreating us to hear him out without interruption, began a 
long oration, which contained a history of their calamities and 
suSerings under the yoke of the boors; their injustice, in first 
depriving them of their country, and then forcing their oiF- 
spring into a state of slavery ; their cruel treatment on every 
slight occasion, which it became impossible for them to bear 
any longer ; and the resolution they had therefore taken to ap- 
ply for redress before the English troops should leave the 
country. That their empk)yers, suspecting their intention, had 
endeavoured to prevent such application by confining some to 
the house, threatening to shoot others if they attempted to 
escape, or to punish their wives and children in their absence. 
And, in proof of what he advanced, be called out a young Hot- 
tentot, whose thigh had been pierced through with a large mus- 
quet ball but two days before, wbieh had been fired at him by 
his master for having attempted to leave his service. « This 
" act," continued he, " among many others equally eruel, re- 
" solved OS at once to collect a suiScient force to deprire the 
•I boors of their arms, in which we have succeeded at every 
** house which has fallen in our way. We have taken their 
" superfluous clothing in lieu of the wages due for our 
2 
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" services, but we have stripped none, nor injured the persons 
** of any, though/' added he, shaking his head, ** we have yet 
** a great deal of our blood to avenge." 

Such a rencontre at this tidie was extremely embarrassing, 
and the more so as it appeared these were a very small part of 
their countrymen that were then actually arming themselves 
against the boors, and plundering their houses. They informed 
US, moreover, that some of their countrymen, not willing to 
throwthemselves on the protection of strangers, had fled among 
thcKafiers; but that the greatest partwereontheroad toAlgoa 
Bay,tolay their unhappy situation before the English General. 

The connection that had long subsisted between the boors 
and the Hottentots, a connection that was kept up by vio* 
lence and oppression on one side, and by want of energy and 
patient suffering on the other, seemed now to be completely 
dissolved. The farther we advanced, the more seriously 
alarming was the state of the country. The boors, it seems^ 
unable to restrain their savage temper, which the penalty 
levied upon them by the General had, with the assistance of 
a sdpie, wrought up into a rage, determined to wreak their 
vengeance on the poor Hottentots, according to their common- 
practice, whenever infuriate passion seizes them. The repre- 
sentations made to us by this party were more than confirmed 
by our own observations in our progress through the country. 
Among the numerous instances of cruelty to which we bore 
witness, the following were particularly striking. 

We had scarcely parted from these people, when, stopping 
at a house to feed our horses, we by accident observed a young 
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Hottentot woman with a child in her arms l^ing stretched on 
the ground in a most deplorable condition. She had been cut 
from head to foot with one of those infernal whipSj made from 
the hide of a rhinosceros or sea-cow, known by the name of 
samboes, in such a barbarous and unmerciful manner, that there 
was scarcely a spot on her whole body free from stripes ; nor 
had the sides of the little infant, in clinging to its mother, 
escaped the strokes of the brutal monster. With diflSculty we 
had her removed to a situation where medical assistance could 
be given ; but the fever ran so high, and the body was bruised 
to such a degree, that for several days there were little hopes 
of her recovery. It was a punishment, far inadequate to the 
crime, to keep the inhuman wretch on bread and water who 
bad been guilty of such unmanly cruelty, until the fate of the 
sufferer was decided. Owing to a good constitution she gra- 
dually recovered ; and the fellow was suffered to depart, after 
making her a pecuniary ctHupensation ; had the wounds proved 
mortal, the perpetrator would, no doubt, have affisrded the 
first instance of retributive justice for the numberless cases 
of murder that have been committed with impunity on this 
unfortunate race of men. The only crime alleged against her 
was the attempt to follow her husband, who was among the 
number of those of bis countrymen that had determined to 
throw tfaemselres upon the protection of the English. 

The next house we halted at upon the road presented us witir 
a still more horrid instance of brutality. We observed a fine 
Hottentot boy, about eight years of age, sitting at the corner 
of the house, with a pair of iron rings clenched upon his legs, 
oftheweightof ten ortwelve pounds; and they had rematnett 
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in one situation for such a length of time, that they appeared 
to be sunk into the leg, the muscle being tumefied both above 
and below the rings. The poor creature was so benumbed and 
oppressed with the weight, that, being unableto walk with ease, 
he crawled on the ground. It appeared, on inquiry, that they 
had been rivetted to his legs more than ten months ago. What 
"was to be done in a case of such wanton and deliberate cru- 
elty ? It was scarcely in human nature to behold an innocent 
boy for ever maimed in so barbarous a manner ; and at the 
same time to look upon the cold blooded perpetrator without 
feeling a sentiment of horror mingled with exasperation, — a 
sentiment that seemed to say it would serve the cause <^ hu- 
manity to rid the world of such a monster. The fellow shrunk 
from the inquiries of the indignant General ; he had nothing to 
allege against him but that he had always been a worthless 
boy ; be had lost him so many sheep ; he had slept when he 
ought to watch the cattle, and such like frivolous charges of 
a negative kind, the amount of which, if true, only proved that 
his own interest had sometimes been neglected by this child. 

Determined to make an example of the author of such un- 
paralleled brutality, the General ordered him instantly to yoke 
his oxen to his waggon, and, placing the boy by his side, to 
drive directly to head -quarters. Here he gave orders to the 
farrier of the 8th regiment of Light Dragoons to strike off the 
irons from the boy, an operation that required great nicety and 
attention, and to clench them as tight as he could on the legs 
of his master, who roared and bellowed in a most violent man- 
ner, to the inexpressible satisfaction of the by-standers, and, 
above all, to that of the little sufferer just relieved from tor- 
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ment. For the whole of the first night his lamentations were 
incessant ; with a Stentorian voice a thousand times he voci- 
ferated, " Myii God ! is dat een maniere om Christian mensch te 
" handelen !" *' My God ! is this a way to treat Christians r" 
His, however, were not the agonies of bodily pain, but the 
bursts of rage and resentment on being put on a level with 
one, as the boors call them, of theZwarte 'Natie, between whom 
atid the Christian Mensch they conceive the difference to be 
fully as great as between themselves and their cattle, and 
whom, indeed, they most commonly honor with the appella- 
tion of Zwarte Vee, black cattle. Having roared for three days 
and as many nights, at 6rst to the great amusement; but after- 
wards to the no less annoyance, of the whole camp, he was 
suffered to go about his business on paying a penalty in money, 
for the benefit of the boy, whom be had abused in so shameful 
a mamier. 

Another instance occurred, since our departure from Algoa 
Bay, which strongly marked the little reluctance that is felt 
by the African boors in the shedding of human blood, even 
of Christian Menscky for whom they affect so great a venera- 
tion. On leaving the bay it was discovered that three fine 
young lads of the 81st regiment had deserted with their 
arms ; and as these deserters knew that the troops were to 
march that morning towards the upper part of the country, 
Van Roy, from whose house we departed, concluding they 
might return, inquired of the General what he should do in 
case of such an event? The answer was, " Secure them, to 
•' be sure." — " But if they should resist ?" — " You must take 
** them at any rate ; you and your sons and people about the 
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** house are more than sufficient to do that." The following 
day the man came galloppiog after us, pale and frightened, 
and ready to sink into the ground. He had shot tfie three 
deserters ! he had been obliged to do it, as he said, in his own 
defence, and for the protection of his tamily, whom ttiey in- 
tended to murder. ** If you can make that appear to have 
•' been the case," the General told him, " you are justified 
" in what you have done ; but the fact is so extraordinary, 
" that a very rigid inquiry will be made into it." It is won- 
derful how rapidly the fellow's countenance brightened up, 
on hearing there was some palliation in favor of what he had 
done. It was evident be felt neither remorse nor compunc- 
tion in having destroyed three of his fellow-creatures, but 
was apprehensive only of what might hare been the coDse* 
quenccs to himself. 

The General immediately rode back to his house. He 
found the dead bodies lying on the ground, just where they 
had fallen, one at the distance of ten or twelve yards from the 
door, the other two at forty or fifty. The first bad evidently 
been shot through the breast, but both the others through the 
back. From these circumstances it was strongly conjectured 
that Van 'Roy and his sons had waited at the door, with their 
loaded musquets, the approach of these unfortunate men ; 
that, on the first being shot, the other two had attempted to 
make their escape ; in doing which they afforded th^e Dutch- 
men an opportunity of taking a cool and sure aim. The 
family, of course, told the same story as the ma^t^r :, What 
then remained to be done ? Desertion had already begun,, 
and threatened to become very general. It was, therefore* 
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deemed advisable to let the matter rest; and to ^ummoh 
the troops in the neighbourhood to attend the ftmeral of the 
unfortunate men, whose fate might operate as a check to its 
further progress. 

It would seem, by the end which this same Van Roy was 
doomed to make, that, as our immortal poet has finely ex- 
pressed it, 

•* — EvenAanded justice 

*' Returns th* ingredients of our poison*d chalice 
* To our own lips." 

He, in the subsequent wars between the boors and Hotten> 
tots, was shot through the head in his own house ; which 
was afterwards burnt to the ground ; his property plun- 
dered and destroyed, and his &mi)y reduced to extreme 
poverty. 

The sanguinary character of many of the A6rican colonists 
may be owing, perhaps, in a certain degree, to the circum- 
stance of their having been soldiers in German regiments 
serving abroad ; where the least relaxation from a rigid sys- 
tem of discipline is followed up by the greatest severity of 
punishment. The soldier, having served out the time of his 
engagement, which at most is five years, is at liberty to de^ 
mand his discharge. If he is able to read and write, how-> 
ever indifierently, he usually finds employment, as school- 
master, in a boor's family ; if not qualified for such a situa- 
tion, he either engages as a sort of servant, or hires himself 
to some butcher of Uie town, who sends him to the extremi- 
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ties of the colony to collect slieep and catUc. In all these 
situations he has the opportunity of making an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the boors, which generally leads to his mar- 
riage with one of their daughters. The parents of the girl 
spare him a few sheep and cattle to.commence with, on con- 
dition of their receiving half the produce as interest, until he 
can repay the capital ; he looks out for a place, as it is called, 
no matter where, whether within or without the limits of the 
colony, and builds for himself a hut ; with his cattle are con- 
signed to him, at the same time, and on the same terms, as 
he supposes, a few little Hottentot children to look atler 
them ; and on these little creatures, in the plenitude of his 
power, subject to no control, he exercises the same severity 
of punishment that his own irregularities had incurred when 
he was in the ranks. 

From the barbarous treatment of the boors towards the 
Hottentots in their service, of which we had ourselves been wit- 
nesses in so many instances, it would have been an act of the 
greatest inhumanity to attempt to force these poor creatures 
back again upon their old masters ; yet a very serious diffi- 
culty arose, how to dispose of them. Part of the troops, that 
composed the detachment under General Vandeleur, con- 
sisted of the strength of the Hottentot corps, otherwise called 
the Cape regiment. This body of men had been partly 
formed iinder the Dutch government, and, in fact, were the 
only serviceable troops that opposed the British forces in the 
passof Muysenberg, where they acted with spirit, though un- 
supported. After the capitulation, General Sir James Craig 
found it expedient, for many reasons, to take them into the 
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British service, and to increase their numbers. He con- 
sidered ill the first place, that, from their rooted antipathy to 
the boors, they could always be employed as useful agents 
to quell any disturbances that might arise in the distant dis- 
tricts. He saw, also, that they were capable of being 
formed into excellent soldiers. In short, after an experience 
of near two years, the character he gave them was that of an 
orderiy, tractable, and faithful body of men ; ready on alt 
occasions to obey the orders of their officers with cheerfulness 
and alacrity. And they have since shewn themselves highly 
deserving of the favorable testimony of Sir James Craig. 
During three years' service in the distant district of Graaf 
Reynet, in the course of which time they were required, by 
an unfortunate and unavoidable train of events, to act against 
their own countrymen and comrades, they never shrunk from 
their duty, and, if I recollect rightly, one single man only 
deserted in the whole corps. 

A Hottentot is capable of stnmg attachments; with a 
readiness to acknowledge, he possesses the mind to feel, the 
force of a benevolent action. I never found that any little 
act of kindness or attention was thrown away upon a Hot- 
tentot ; but, on the contrary, I have frequently had occasion 
to remark the joy that sparkled on his countenance, whenever 
an opportunity occurred to enable him to discharge his debt 
of gratitude. I give full credit to all that Monsieur Le 
Vaillant has said with regard to the fidelity and attachment 
he experienced from this race of men ; of whom the natural 
character and disposition seem to approach nearer to those 
of the Hindfls than of any other nation. 
2 
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We had little doubt that the greater number of tlie Hot- 
tentot men, who were assembled at the bay, after recetviog 
favorable accounts from their comrades of the treatment thty 
experienced in the British service, would enter as volunteers 
into this corps ; but what was to be done with the old people, 
the women and the children ? Klaas Stuurman found no dif- 
ficulty in making a provision for them. " Restore," says he, 
" the country of which our fathers have been despoiled by 
** the Dutch, and we have nothing more to ask." I en- 
deavoured to convince him how little advantage they were 
likely to derive from the possession of a country, without 
any other property, or the means of deriving a subsistence 
from it : but he had the better of the argument. . " We lived 
« very contentedly," said he, " before these Dutch plun* 
" derers molested us ; and why should we not do so again» 
" if left to ourselves ? Has not the Groot Baas (the Great 
" Master) given plenty of grass-roots, and hemes, and 
" grashoppers for our use; and, till the Dutch destroyed 
" them, abundance of wild animals to bunt ? And will they 
** not return and multiply when these destroyers are gone ?" 
We prevailed, however, upon Klaas to deliver up their arms, 
and, in the mean time, to follow the troops until some ar. 
rangcment could be made for their future welfare. 

Proceeding on our march, along the banks of the Sunday 
River, and among the vast thickets that almost entirely 
covered this part of the country-, we fell in with a prodigious 
number of Kaffers with their cattle, belonging, as they told 
us, to a powerful chief named Cmge. This man was at the 
head of all the other emigrant chiefs who had fled from the 
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Kafier country, eastward of the Great Fish River, on account 
' of some enmity subsisting between them and their King 
Gaikot with whom I had, in vain, attempted, in company 
of the Landrost, to bring about a reconciliation two years 
before. As the position he now occupied not only encroached 
very much upon the territorial rights of the colony, but was 
also far within the line actually inhabited by the Dutch 
boors, we deemed it expedient to endeavour to prevail upon 
him to move towards the eastward ; and for this purpose, we 
sent a messenger to request that he would gii'o us the meet- 
ing- The answer brought back signi6ed, that he did not care 
to come alone, and that he desired to know, if we had any 
objections to receive him at the head of a certain number of 
his people. The messenger being told he might bring with 
him any number of his attendants not exceeding thirty, he 
shortly made his appearance at the head of a party to that 
amount, each armed with a hassagay or spear. 

On being told how necessary it was, for the sake of pre- 
serving tranquillity, that he should quit his present station 
among the boors, he replied with great firmness, that the 
ground he then stood upon was his own by inheritance, for 
that his father had been cheated out of it by a Dutch Land- 
rost of Graaf Reynet; that, however, being desirous of re- 
maining in friendship with the English, he would remove 
eastward in the course of three days; but that it was impos- 
sible for him to cross the Great Fish River, as there was a 
deadly hatred, or, as be expressed it, there was blood between 
Gaika and himself; and that Gaika was then much too 
powerful for him. 
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The decided tone in which he spoke, at the head of his 
small party, when surrounded by British troops ; his prepos- 
sessing countenance, and tall muscular figure, could not fail 
to excite a strong interest in his favor. An open and manly 
deportment, free from suspicion, fear, or embarrassment, 
^eems to characterize the Katfer chiefs. Though extremely 
good-humoured, benevolent, and hospitable, they are neither 
so pliant nor so passive as the Hottentot. The poorer sort 
are sometimes led to, seek for service among the boors, and 
engage themselves for so many moons in consideration of so 
many bead of cattle ; and they never suffer themselves to be 
duped out of their hire like the easy Hottentots. The con- 
versation with Congo ended by recommending him to with- 
draw his people and their cattle from the banks of the Sun- 
day River, to which he gave a kind of reluctant assent. 

The whole of the party that accompanied this chief were 
tall, upright, and well made men; affording a clear proof 
that animal food is by no means necessary to promote the 
growth of the human species ; or to add strength of fibre to 
the muscular parts of the body : on the contrary, reasoning 
from the general make and stature of the Dutch boors, who 
gorge themselves with animal food floating in fat, from morn- 
ing till night, one would be apt to conclude, that so far from 
being necessary, it is not even conducive to strength of 
muscle ; but that its only tendency is to produce a laxity of 
the fibres, a sluggish habit of body, and extreme corpulency ; 
for the Dutch boors, though of a monstrous size, possess 
neither strength nor activity. Perhaps, indeed, these two 
qualities may be considered as correlatives, and that the d&< 
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i'ect of the former may be more owing to a want of the latter 
than to the nature of their food. Those, perhaps, who have 
been accustomed to observe the peasantry on the north-west 
coast of Ireland, a tall, strong, and brawny race of men, 
subsisting on butter-milk and potatoes, will think it unneces- 
sary to produce the Kaffers as instances of the above remark ; 
it may serve, however, to shew that difference of climate has 
no power to alter the general principle, and that the same 
cause produces the same effect in the northern parts of Europe 
and in the southern corner of Africa. 

Milk in a curdled state is the principal food of tlie Kaffers. 
To this they sometimes add a few gramineous roots, berries 
of various kinds, the seeds of the Strelitzia Regime, and the 
pith of a large palm to which botanists have given the name 
of Zamia. I observed also large tuberous roots, each the 
size of a man's head, of a spongy substance and an austere 
pungent taste, but I was not able to trace the plant of which 
they were the roots. They rarely kill any of their cattle un- 
less on particular occasions. They possess no other domestic 
ftnimals to yield them food. In the whole Kaffer country 
there are neither sheep nor goats, pigs nor poultry. They cul- 
tivate no kind of grain nor vegetables on this side of the 
Great Fish River, and very little on the other side ; but the 
Kafier tribes, more to the westward, are very considerable 
horticulturists. The commissioners, sent out by the British 
government in the jear 1'801, to endeavour toprocure a sup- 
ply of draught oxen, found extensive fields of a species of 
Holcus near the city Leeiakoot the capital of a tribe of Kaf- 
fers called ike BoosbeoanaSf situate at thedistance of sixteen 
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days' journey beyond the Orange River, in the direction of 
noilh-east from the Cape. 

The tribe of Congo appeared to be very prolific ; children, 
in swarms, issued from the thickets ; and such as were under 
the age of eight or nine years were perfectly naked ; they ex- 
hibited no appearances of being scantily fed, but, on the 
contrary, were plump and healthful. 

Just the reverse was the condition of their dogs. These 
animals were the most le^n and miserable looking creatures 
I ever beheld, and their numbers seemed little inferior to 
those of the children. It is a fortunate circumstance for the 
Kaffers, and equally so for the colonists, who are do less 
fond of dogs than the former, that, notwithstanding the beat 
of the climate, the canine madness, with its concomitant and 
remarkable symptom the hydrophobia or dread of water, is 
totally unknown. One of the greatest nuisances in Cape 
Town is the number of dogs that prowl about the streets 
(acknovrledging no master) particularly by night, when they 
quit their dens and lurking places, in quest of the ofifals of 
butchers' shops. In this respect, however, they are of use, 
for the la2y Dutchman conceives he has done his part by 
casting them out of the slaughter-house into the street. 
Before the English brought in a garrison of five tbousaod 
men, the head, the heart, the liver, &c. were all included 
among the offals ; but an increase in the consumption having 
caused an increase in the price of butchers' meat, these parts 
of the animal have, of late, been sold as well as the carcase ; 
and the dogs have consequently kss to dear away. Not, 
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many years ago the wolves and hyenas descended from their 
dens in the Table Mountain, and disputed the spoil with tlie 
dogs : and even now they sometimes advance near enough to 
be scented by the dogs, when tlie town resounds with the 
hideous howlings of the latter the whole night long. 

The circumstance of Southern Africa being free from the 
canine madness, and also from the small pox, would lead one 
to conclude that neither the one nor the other of these dis- 
eases was of spontaneous origin ; but that actual biting in 
the one case, and actual contact in the other, were necessary 
for their production. Whatever may have been the cause 
that first created those diseases, it should seem such cause 
has not yet existed here, or that the climate is unfavorable 
for its operation. Twice since the foundation of the colony 
the small pox has been brought into it, and both times has 
committed dreadful bavock amoiig the settlers. That such 
will always be the fatal effects, may readily be imagined, 
among so gross a people, unprepared for the reception of the 
disease, and ignorant how to treat it ; but it is not so easy 
to conceive in what manner they got rid of it. I believe it is 
now forty years since the last time it made its appearance. 
All the old Kaffers, I observed, were strongly marked with 
it; the disease, as I observed in the second chapter, was 
brought among them by a ship that was stranded ou their 
coast ; but I should conclude it has visited them since the 
time it was last brought into Ca|>e Town, as the cliief Congo, 
who could not, when we saw him, be above thirty years of 
jige, was marked with the small pox. It is rather singular 
,iliat a disease, which is supposed to liave originated in the 
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northern parts of this continent, and from thence dissemi- 
nated into every corner of the world, should neither be en- 
demic in the southern extremity of the same continent, nor 
its contagious effects, when canied thither, of permanent 
duration. 

I am aware that some modern authors have traced the 
origin of the small pox to Arabia, where it was common at 
the time of the flight from Mecca ; but I think Dr. Mead's 
opinion more probable, that, at a much earlier period, it pre- 
vailed, along with the plague, in Ethiopia and other inland 
countries of Northern Africa. For had a disease of so con- 
tagious a nature been endemic in Arabia, in the beginning 
of the seventh century, when the inhabitants of that country 
were the carriers of the eastern, and the conquerors of the 
western world, its banefiil effects would sooner have been 
experienced in foreign nations. That the Saracens and 
Arabians were the means of dispersing it through the world, 
there can be little doubt. Hie Chinese, according to their 
own annals, had it from the latter in the tenth century ; and 
as Doctor Mead has observed, in the beginning of the twelfth 
century, it gained vast ground by means of the wars waged by 
a confederacy of the Christian powers against the Saracens 
for the recovery of the Holy Land: " This being," says the 
Doctor, ** the only visible recompence of their religious ex- 
'* peditions, which they brought back to their respective coun- 
** tries." The Ethiopians being a race of people almost un- 
known, and shut out fi'om all commerce with the rest of the 
world, will account for its long confinement to its native 
soil. 

VOL. I. 3 o 
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That caoioe madness, is not owing to heat of climate, as we 
are apt to suppose in England, may be inferred from its non- 
existence in £gypt, in the islands of the East and the West 
Indies, and other tropical situations, as well as at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

From the banks of the Sunday River to bead-quarters ia 
Bmyntjes Hoogt^, little occurred that was worthy of notice. 
The observation I formerly made, that men and other animaU 
in Southern Africa appear to increase in their bulk, in propor- 
tion to the elevation of the country of which they are inha- 
bitants, was forcibly exemplified in our journey from the 
Zuure Veldt to Bniyntjes Hoogt6. On the plains of the former, 
stretching along the 8ea-<:oa8t, seldom subject to long drought, 
and well covered with grass, the cattle are generally lean and 
of a diminutive size, and sheep can scarcely exist. On the 
heights of the latter, where half the surface of the ground n 
naked, and the grass found only here and th«re in tufts, they 
have the finest oxen, without exception, in the whole colony, 
and sheep equal to those of the snowy mountains. Nor are 
these heights less favourable to the growth of the humaa 
species. There is scarcely a family in which some part of it 
has not arrived to a very unusual size. But of all the mon* 
strous beitigs I ever beheld, in the shape of a human creature, 
vas a woman of the name of Vau Vcoren^ So vast was he? 
bulk that, although in perfect health, free from rheumatic or 
other local complaints, and under forty years of age, she had 
not been able to walk for the last twelve years of her life ; nor, 
what was still more extraordinary, to raise herself to a sitting 
posture upon the bed without the help of a stick, tied by the 
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middle with a string, and suspended from the roof. Her arm, 
above the elbow, measured 33 Dutch inches, or 23^ English, 
in circnmfereDce. Yet, in this helpless and deplorable situa- 
tion. Mademoiselle, for she was an unmarried lady, contrived 
to fulfil the end of her creation, by bringing into the world a 
fine healthy child, the fether of which was said, but whether 
by way of joke I cannot pretend to say, to be an EngKsh 
officer. The fate, however, of this extraordinary person, as 
I have since been informed, was attended with very melan^- 
choly circumstances. In the subsequent wars between the 
boors and the Hottentots, the house in which she Hved was 
attacked and set on fire. All the rest of the family etle£ied 
their escape, except this unfortunate creature, whom they 
found it impoflible, on account of her size, to get through 
the door, and were therefore under the necessity of leaving to 
perish in the flames. 

Having collected the forces that had been stationed along 
the banks erf the Great Fish River, we set out upon our retura 
to Algoa Bay. On approaching the Sunday River, and per- 
ceiving that the KafTers had made no preparations for depart- 
ing, it was thought advisable to renew the message to their 
chief Congo. In the mean time the troops and the waggonar 
proceeded on their march. After waiting some time, the mes*- 
senger returned without being able to apeak to the chief. 
Whatever reluctance Congo- had discovered to quit the station 
he had taken up among the colonists, it never entered into 
our calculations that he would be rash and imprudent enough 
to commence an attack against a large body of regular troops. 
Sucht however, was the step he chose to take, at the insti- 
3g2 
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gation, as we afterwards found, of some of the rebel boors* 
who had fled amongst his people, in preference of appearing 
before the General in Brujrntjes Hoogt6. Just as we came 
up with the main body a sudden alarm was raised in the rear. 
A Hottentot driver of one of the wagons was killed by a 
hassagai that had been thrown at bim by some person posted 
in ambush. Kafiers began to appear in great numbers on all 
the heights, collecting, apparently, with a view to attack us ; 
and several were observed close upon us lurking in the bushes. 
Being at this awkward juncture in a narrow defile, choaked 
almost with brushwood, and surrounded with Kafiers, we 
found it necessary to discharge two ch* three rounds of grap^ 
from two field-pieces, in order to clear the thickets. 

The situation of the country became more and more em- 
barrassing. It was a point that required some management 
to prevent a junction between the Kaffer?, urged by the rebel 
boors to this act of aggression, and the dissatisfied Hottentots, 
that were every where flying from the persecutions of their 
masters. To get the latter down to the plains near Algoa 
Bay, as speedily as possible, was the most advisable measure; 
accordingly, accompanied by a few dragoons, I took charge 
of the Hottentots and their cattle, and we pursued our jour- 
ney to the southward; whilst the General marched back into 
the Zuure Veldt, in order to pick up a party of infantry that 
had been stationed there, with a view of cutting ofi^ a retreat 
of the boors into Xhc Kafier country. 

Whether it happened that, in passing tbrougb the woods, we 
\f&^ picked up some of the cattle belonging to the Kaflers, ot 
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that they bad a design upon those of the Hottentots that were 
driven before us, is qot certain ; but on our arrival, towards 
the evening, at Zwart Kop's River, a number of the Kaifers 
were observed lurking among the thickets. About the middle 
of the night, the centinel, which we had placed by way of pre- 
caution, gave the alarm of an enemy. Upon this a serjeant 
of dragoons observing something move in the dark, rushed 
into the bushes, and, firing his pistol, brought a man to the 
ground. It was a young well-looking KafFer about six feet 
high. He made great efforts to remain on his feet, but weak- 
ened by loss of blood, he was ^ soon unable to stand without 
support. On examining his wound, we found the ball had en- 
tered just below the shoulder blade, and passed through the 
right breast. With some difficulty we contrived to stop the 
hemorrhage, and to bind up the wound, after washing it well 
with milk and water. From the distortions of countenance, 
and the large drops of sweat that ran over his body, it was 
very evident that he suffered a violent degree of pain ; but he 
neither vented a sigh nor a groan, nor could he be prevailed 
upon to open his hps, although spoken to in his own language 
by a Hottentot interpreter. We caused him to be carried 
into a clean straw hut, and milk in a curdled state to be 
brought to him, but he refused it. At an early hour in the 
morning I went to the hut to inquire after the patient's health, 
but hewasgone. The co^ro^, or infidel, at the point of death,, 
thought it safer to crawl into the woods, than to remain ia 
the hands of Christians. 

From Zwart Kop's River we proceeded to a plain that is con- 
tiguous to Algoa Bay, where, to our great astonishment, we 
found the whole of the boors and their families assembled^ 
1 
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who bad been plundered hy the Hottentots, with their cattle 
and waggons and the remains of their property, waiting our ar- 
rival r in order, as they said, to claim protection againft the 
heathens. It was a painful utuation to be thus placed be- 
tween two parties, each claiming protection, and each vowing 
vengeance against the other, without possessing the means of 
keeping them asunder. My whole strength consisted in about 
a dozen dragoons ; the Hottentots, great and small, amounted 
to upwards of 6ve hundred ; and the boors, with their families, 
toaboutonehundred and fifty. Fortunately the Rattlesnake was 
still in the bay, and I obtained from Captain Gooch twenty 
armed seamen ; and, the more efiectually to keep the contend- 
ing parties in order, t caused a swivel gun to be mounted on 
a post immediately between the boors and the Hotten- 
tots. 

In this state, after many days of anxiety, in which none 
passed without quarrels and bickerings between the boors and 
Hottentots, I received a letter from General Vandcleur, stating, 
that the Kafiers, instigated by the rebel boors, had been led 
to the bold measure of attacking his camp near Bosjesman's 
Kiver, for the sake, as he supposed, of obtaining a supply of 
gunpowder; that the latter had kept up a pretty brisk fire 
from behind the bushes, but that the Kaffers, finding it useless 
to oppose their long missile weapons f^ainst musquetry, re* 
tired for a moment but soon appeared again, rushing forward 
upon the open plain, with the iron part only of the Has- 
sagai in their hands. That, however, after several rounds 
of grape from the field-pieces, and the fire of the infantry, 
by which numbers were killed, .they retreated into the 
thickets. 
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These people soon perceived of how much greater advant-^ 
age was a short weapon to a muscular arm, than a long missile 
spear, whose slow motion through the air makes ib easily to 
be avoided. The blade of the Roman sword, which once con- 
quered the world, was only about fifteen inches long, and 
such a sword would, perhaps, at this awful moment, be well 
suited for the nervous arm and the bold and invincible spirit 
of a Briton. 

The same letter gave an account of an unfortanate affair 
that happened to Lieutenant Chumney and twenty men of the 
81st regiment. This officer had been detached towards the sea- 
coast, and was returning to the camp at Bosjesman's River^ 
when his party was surprized among the thickets by a large 
party of Kafiers, who attacked them hand to hand with the 
iron part of their Hassagais, the wooden shaft being previ- 
ously broken off. This young officer defended himself bravely 
till sixteen of hia party were killed. The remaining four, with 
a Dutch boor, got into a waggon that accompanied the de- 
tachment, and arrived safe at the camp. Poor Chumney was 
on horseback, and when the waggon set out bad three Has- 
sagais sticking in bis body. Finding himself mortally wounded, 
and perceiving that the whole aim of the enemy was directed 
towards him, he made a sign to the waggon to drive off"; and 
turning his horse, he set off in a contrary direction, pursued' 
by the whole body of Kaffers ; affording thus an opportunity, 
for the small remains of his party to save their lives by flight. . 

In this situation of affairs the rebel boors, associated with 
the Kaffers, contrived to circulate a report among the Hot- 
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teotots at Algoa Bay, that it was the intention of the Eng- 
lish to put them on board ship, and to send them to the Cape. 
Such an idea created no small degree of alarm amoug these 
poor creatures ; and I observed on the following morning, 
that a great number had stolen away in the night ; and, as 
we afterwards found, had joined the Kafifers. This malicious 
and ill-judged conduct of the boors was the cause of all the 
subsequent misfortunes that befel themselves and their coun- 
trymen, and ultimately brought on their own destruction. 
For it not only defeated our intention of carrying into effect 
such arrangements as were likely to have reconciled the two 
parties to each other; but it was, likewise, the means of 
bringing together an united force of Kaffers and Hottentots, 
whose 6rst step was to drive all the boors out of their society, 
to plunder them of the rest of their cattle, set fire to their 
houses, and put several of them to death. Having cleared 
the whole of the lower part of Graaf Reynet, they advanced 
into the district of Zwellendam. Their whole hatred was 
levelled against the boors. English dragoons, travelling 
alone with dispatches, have frequently been met by large 
parties of these plunderers, and suffered to pass without 
molestation. Even a house, which they discovered at Plet- 
tenberg's Bay to belong to an English gentleman, they left 
undisturbed, whilst all the rest that fell in their way were 
burnt to the ground. 

The same house, however, was afterwards plundered by a 
party of boors who had been collected by the magistrates of 
Zwellendam to clear the district of the Kaffers and Hotten- 
tots. These unprincipled men, either out of revenge, or firom 



d by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 417 

an irresistible impulse to mischief^ broke open the house, 
carried away clotiiing and every thing that was portable, 
drank all the wine and spirits they cuuld find, and made 
themselves completely intoxicated. Yet the very men who 
coipmitted those enormities were, at that moment, under the 
impression that their dearest connections (if it were possible 
any thing could be dear to such men), their wives, and chil- 
dren, were nmssacred by the enemy, into whose bands they 
knew them to . have fallen. They had been met, it seems, 
a few days before, in a narrow pass by a party of Kaffera 
and Hottentots, ' and, as usual, on perceiving the enemy« 
mounted their horses and galloped away as fast as they could, 
leaving their wives and children and waggons in the posses- 
sion of the robbers. 

No outrage nor injury were offered to the prisoners, but, 
on the contrary, as on all similar occasions, they were treated 
with respect. They even dispatched a Hottentot after the 
fugitive boors to say, that if they chose to ransom their wives 
and children for a small quantity of powder and lead, and a 
dozen head of cattle, they should instantly be delivered up. 
It is natural to suppose that, under such circumstances, the 
ties of kindred affection would have superseded all considera-r 
tions of prudence, and have stifled resentment ; and that a 
proposal, which held out such easy terms for the recovery 
of their wives and children, would have been seized widi 
avidity. This, however, was not the case. An African boor 
has no such teelings ; his passions, uncontrolled by the 
powers of reason or reflection, are always predominant. One 
of the party, recognising the Hottentot, thus sent to them, 
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to have once been in his service, and recollecting he was now 
standing before them in the shape of an enemy, and defence- 
less, fired at once with rage and revenge, snatched up his 
musquet in his hand, and shot him dead upon the spot. In- 
telligence of this atrocious act was speedily conveyed, by the 
companion of the deceased, to the Kaffers and Hottentots ; 
and it was reported, and believed, that they had in conse- 
quence put all the women and children to death. • And un- 
der this impression, as I have just observed, the husbhads 
and fathers of these women and children broke open Mr. 
Callender's house, and were dancing, in a state of intoxica- 
tion, upon the green. The prisoners, however, were given 
up, notwithstanding the murder of the messenger; for they 
disdained, as they told them, to take away the lives of the 
innocent ; but that they should soon find an opportunity of 
avenging the death of their countryman upon their husbands, 
together with the mauy injuries and oppressions under which 
they had so long been laboring. 

It is painful to dwell on subjects that disgrace human na- 
ture, but as the atrocities of the African colonists have 
hitherto escaped the punishment of the law, alt that can be 
done is to expose them to the horror and detestation of man- 
kind. The following act stated officially to government by 
Mr. Vander Kemp, a missionary in Graaf Reynet, is enough 
to make one shudder at the name of a Cape boor. This 
zealous and intelligent man, on finding the Kaffers were not 
disposed to profit by his instructions, established himself 
under the sanction of government near the Sunday River, 
in order to try his success with the more tractable Hottoitots. 
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His UttJe village soon became an as3'lum for the poor fugi- 
tives, who, after their skirmishes with the boors, had con- 
cealed themselves among the rocks and thickets. They now 
fled to Mr. Vander Kemp as to a place of security, and to 
one on whom, being, as they considered him to be, in the 
service of the British government, they could place un- 
bounded confidence. Among others, one poor fellow with 
his wife and child, in his way to the. asylum, called at a 
boor's house in Lang6 Kloof of the name of Van Roy, a re- 
lation of the man who shot the three deserters, to ask for a 
little milk for his wife and child, who were nearly exhausted 
with hunger. The unfeeling monster seized the man, and 
bringing a loaded musquet, orda%d a Hottentot in his ser- 
vice to shoot him ; the Hottentot obstinatdy persisting to 
refuse, the exasperated boor snatched the gun and shot his 
own servant dead upon the spot, and then caused the other 
Hottentot with his wife and child to be murdered-l I^ 
observes Mr. Vander Kemp, atrocious deeds like these are 
to pass with impunity, the unfortunate Hottentots, not know- 
ing whom to trust, will be driven to desperation, and a gene- 
■ral insurrection will be the consequence. 

It is, indeed, much less surprising that this nation should, 
at length, be roused to a spirit of vengeance, than that it 
fthould so long and so patiently have endured every species of 
injury. As pretended friends, and masters, the boors have 
.always treated them with injustice and oppression; as ene- 
mies, with barbarous inhumanity. In their expeditions 
■Kgainst the Bosjesmans, of which I have spoken at large in 
a former chapter, their chief aim is to murder tlie men, and 
• 3h2 
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make tbe cbildren stares. I cannot convey a better idea ia 
what manner they have been accustomed to conduct their 
hostile expeditions against the Kafiers, tlian by inserting a 
few articles of the instructions, proposed by the Landrost of 
one of the districts, to be given to the commandant. 

*' Article 1st. No unnecessary craelty to be exercised od 
" the prisoners, on pain of exemplary punishment. 

" Article 3d. The women and cbildren, and e^ecia^ 
** those of the Kafiers, that may happen to fall into tbe hands 
** of the Commando, are not tu be mal-treated, nor the child- 
•* ren taken away ; but, on the contrary, to be safely re- 
" turned by a proper person to their respective families, 
*' after the late exan^le shewn by the Kqffera at Plettenberg'ft 
** Bay." (This alludes to the circumstances I have already 
related.) 

"' Article 3d. On the conquest of any kraal (village) the 
** huts are not to be set on 6re, as usual ; as there is every 
" reason for supposing that, to this practice alone, the 
** burning and plundering of our farm-houses are to be 
** ascribed. 

** Article 4tb. The dead carcaaei of the enemy are not to be 
** violated, as has usually been the practice of the eyil-dis- 
-** posed part of the Commandos, by cutting them mth kniv^ 
.^ kuhing them with waggon whips, and hacking them with 
.** ttones; assuchcooducttendsonly to exasperate the enemy* 
** and induces them to commit murder. 
2 
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" Article 5th. It is Dot, perhaps, advisable for the boors, 
" in thejirst instancey to take away the cattle of the Kaffers; 
" because, by doiog this, the enemy will always be tempted 
" to hover round the Commando in order to watch a favor- 
" able opportunity to retake them ; besides, to guard a con- 
" siderable number of cattle, by requiring many men, 
" weakens the Commando ; they ought therefore to confine 
** their operations to the pursuit of the enemy, and to expel 
" thera the country, by which the whole of their cattle will, of 
** course, fall into the hands of the boors." 

This curious production concludes by observing that, 
** although all the above points have been repeatedly urged 
" to the Commaodaats, it will avail nothing unless they be 
** enforced by the government." He might have added, 
that, removed as they were out of the reach and inspection 
of government, no recommendation nor orders would be at- 
tended to by men who w^e so completely under the do- 
minion of their brutal passions. I should not have ventured 
to give the fourth article of these extraordinary instructions 
as authentic, had it not appeared before me as an official 
document. The British government was much too mild and 
moderate for a set of men of so odious a character as their 
own countryman has here described them, in the articles of 
bis iDstructtons. Such men will never become civilized until 
they are *' ruled with a rod of iron." The most lenient 
measures, replete with every indulgence, have been tried 
without success. Not one sentiment of gratitude ever escaped 
them for a full pardon of all their offences, and the remission 
of a lai-ge debt ; on the contrary, rebellion raised its head io 
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the same moment that indulgence was extended. So con- 
scious, indeed, are they of their wickedness, that, whenever 
they escape punishment, they conclude that the government 
no longer possesses the power of inflicting it, and that it 
spares them only because it is convenient to let them alone. 
Yet to what a wretched condition might they be reduced, 
by forbidding them all access to the Cape, and depriving 
them of gunpowder. 

However desirable it might have been to apprehend and 
punish the rebels, who had instigated the Kaffers to acts of 
hostility against the British troops, yet it was by no means 
advisable, in order to obtain that point, to wage an unequal 
contest with savages in the midst of impenetrable thickets, 
whose destruction would have added little lustre to the Bri- 
tish arms, and been advantageous only to the very people 
who had urged them on. General Vandeleur, therefore, very 
prudently withdrew his forces, and marched them down to 
Algoa Bay, where part of them were embarked on board the 
Rattlesnake, and the rest intended to proceed to the Cape by 
easy muches. Subsequent events, however, delayed their 
departure, and rendered the presence of troops na:essary at 
Algoa Bay until the evacuation of the colony. 

Having delivered over the remaining Hottentots, on the 
return of the General, and finding I could be of no further 
use, I set out for the Cape, where, after a journey of six- 
teen days, performed with two horses, I anived on the 8th 
of June. 
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Little occurred on the homeward journey that was worthy 
of observation, unless it was the visible change that had taken 
place in the behaviour of the people of Zwellendam. While 
the boors of Graaf Reynet were still in arnis, the inhabitant^ 
of this neighbouring district appeared to be wavering, but on 
hearing of their complete reduction, they now pretended to 
condemn their conduct. Whatever the real sentiments of the 
colonists might be with regard to the British government, 
this was not their last attempt to effect their avaricious de- 
signs on the cattle of the Kaffers, by commencing hostilities 
against the magistrates and the small force left in Graaf 
Reynet for their protection. But these disturbances were 
merely local, and had plunder only for their object. All the 
other districts remained quiet ; and long hetarp the intelli- 
gence of a general peace had reached this country, the 
people were so mjfcb reconciled to the British govern-i 
ment, as neither to expect nor wish for a return of their 



In fact there is no natural tie between the Cape and the 
United Provinces. The greater part of the colonists, being 
tlie descendants of soldiers in German regiments, composed 
of Prussians, Hanoverians, Flemings, and Poles, and of French 
refugees who took shelter here after the revocation of the 
edict of Nant2, have neither knowledge of, nor family con- 
nections in, the states of the Batavian republic ; nor have 
they any distinct idea of Vaderlandy a word, however, that is 
constantly in their mouths. All they know is, that the Cape 
belonged to a company of merchants ; that this company was 
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their sovereign ; and that they used to see a flag with three 
broad horizontal stripes, red, white, and blue, flying upon the 
castle, instead of the Spinnekopy or spider kgs, as they called 
the British ensign. A few years more would therefore, in all 
probability^ have rendered them, or the greater part of them, 
very indifferent as to the government under which they were 
to remain. 

Some little rejoicing might, however, naturally be supposed 
to take place on seeing once again the same flag hoisted on 
the castle walls, which they had always been accustomed to 
look at ; and they would have shewn themselves a very 
worthless and despicable people not to have testified their 
feelings of joy on such an occasion. These rejoicings, how- 
ever,- were neither general nor tumultuons, nor of long dura- 
fion ; they were chiefly confined within the castle walls. 
The recollection of the miserable condition of the colony at 
the capture, and the general prosperity that had rapidly suc- 
ceeded it, seemed forcibly to have operated at this moment. 
From a state of poverty, and almost general bankruptcy, 
they were now grown individually rich. Instead of near half 
a million sterling, that for the last seven years had annually 
been expended in the colony by the army, the navy, and 
English settlers, they now began to consider that half of this 
sum might annually be taken out of their pockets for the 
maintenance of their future garrison. Little care, indeed, 
was taken to conceal tlmt such would prolmbly be the event, 
under the present exhausted state of the finances of the 
Bataviaix government. 
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They saw likewise that the settlement, though nominally 
restored to the Batavian republic, was actually to become a 
•colony of France. Of this they had many convincing proofs. 
. The commandant of the troops was a Frenchman of Swiss 
extraction, and half of tlie officers were French. A native 
of the Cape, who had held an employ of considerable im- 
portance under the old government, happening to be in Hol- 
land at the time when the definitive treaty of peace was 
signed, made application to the State Directory for a very 
high situation at the Cape, which, however, they thought 
proper to refuse. He went to Paris ; obtained an audience 
of Buonaparte, or his minister, in consequence of which an 
i)rder was sent to the State Government to revise their mo- 
tives of refusal. 

Another instance of French influence prevailing at the 
Cape was too striking to be overlooked. A Swiss gentleman, 
who had filled a high and honorable station in the service of 
the English East India Company in Bengal, but for some 
reason or other had been dismissed, passed through the Cape 
on his return to England, and became enamoured of its at- 
tractions. His wife, in his absence, being handsome and 
much younger than himself, engaged the attentions of Mr. 
Talleyrand, and lived with him as his mistress, until the 
French government had found it convenient to pass a re- 
solution that there was a God, and therefore that religion 
Tcqiiired some decency to be observed, when the apostate 
Bishop of Autun found no difficulty in obtaining a dispen- 
sation from the Pope to marry her. The husband, on his 
return to Europe, proceeded to Paris, where Mr. Talleyrand, 
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to prevent bis becomiog troubtesome, recommended him to 
accept of a high appointment at the Cape of Good Hope^ 
v/hcre, I understand, he arrived within a monUi after the 

evacuation, not as plain Mr. G , late of the English East 

India Company's service, but as Monsieur Le G , Coit- 

seilkr privS en intime de la Reptiblique Batave aupr^ duGouver- 
neur et Consetl au Cap- de Bonne E^erance. 

It also appeared, from the conduct of the three commisr 
sioners that were sent out to arrange certain points with the 
British government, that French interest was likely to pre- 
dominate at the Cape. These gentlemen, though calling 
them&elves Dutch, made a hard struggle, but without suc- 
cess, that the minutes of their joint transactions and corre- 
spondence with the commissioners that were appointed on the 
part of the British government, should be kept to the French 
language. In short, every step that was taken by the new 
government clearly evinced that, although the Batavian flag 
might be suffered to fly, French influence was likely to pre- 
vail. Long, indeed, before the peace, it was become pretty 
evident that Holland was not in a condition to make any 
successful struggle in defence of her integrity or existence, 
and that an incorporation with Belgium, and becoming a de- 
partment of France, would, in all probability, be the final 
Euthanasia of their High Mightinesses^ the United Provinces. 

These and other considerations produced a gloominess and 
melancholy on the minds of the better disposed part of the 
colonists that bordered on despondency. When the day of 
evacuation arrived, the castle and the road to the wharf were 

7 
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"lined with spectators ; not drawn together for the sake of ex- 
pressing a boisterous joy usual on such occasions, but to take 
a melancholy farewel of their best friends. As General 
Dundas passed along with the Commissary General de Mist 
and the Governor Jansens, a dead silence prevailed ; not a 
■word nor a murmur was heard. And the friendly and affec- 
tionate leave the Commanders in Chief of the two garrisons 
took of each other, after the delicate and trying situation in 
which, for the two last months, they had been placed, in con- 
sequence of the order from England countermanding the 
restoration of the settlement, was highly honorable to their 
feelings, both as men and officers. Few places, I believe, 
have been ceded by one power to another with more regularity 
and less commotion, than what happened at the restoration 
of the Cape of Good Hope, by General Dundas on the part 
of his Majesty's Government, to the representatives of the 
Batavian Republic. 
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